








Reptiles

Reptiles are distinguished from amphibians by
several adaptations that permit them to live and
breed in dry places. Their eggs are shelled and can
be laid on dry land. Their skin is dry and scaly,
offering greater protection. They have well devel-
oped lungs from birth and either no limbs or four
limbs with claws. Reptiles include turtles, lizards and
snakes.

Turtles

Common Snapping Turtle

(Chelydra s. serpentina)

A large turtle with a long saw-toothed tail and a short
temper. At home in freshwater lakes and ponds
where it is omnivorous.

Painted Turtles

Midland Painted Turtle

(Chrysemys picta marginata)

Look for a smooth black shell with red designs
around its lower outer edge and yellow stripes on
head and throat. Prefers shallow water of ponds and
marshes. Commonly seen sunning on logs.

Spotted Turtle

(Clemmys guttata)

Recognized by round yellow spots on upper shell
and head. Found in shallow streams and margins of
ponds, lakes and marshes.

Wood Turtle

(Clemmys insculpta)

A large turtle with a rough sculptured shell and
orange on neck and legs. Semi-aquatic; at home in
the water, but may be found wandering in woods,
meadows or on the road.

Eastern Spiny Softshell

(Trionyx s. spiniferus)

Distinguished by a pointed head and a flat pancake-
like leathery shell with spiny edges. Occurs in rivers
and quiet water where sand and mud bars are
available.

Snakes

Northern Ringneck Snake

(Diadophis punctatus edwardsi)

A plain dark snake with a yellow collar and belly,
this secretive species is often found under stones
and rotting logs in woods. Salamanders are an
important food.

Black Rat Snake

(Elaphe o. obsoleta)

A large, thick-bodied snake that is shiny black above
and has a blotched or checkered belly. An excellent
tree climber, it is often found on field edges or
woods. Kills its prey by constriction.

Eastern Milk Snake

(Lampropeltis t. triangulum)

Marked with brown or red-brown blotches above and
black and white checks on belly. Found in a wide
variety of habitats. Frequently enters barns in search
of rodents.

Northern Water Snake

(Nerodia s. sipedon)

Displays dark blotches on sides and back and
usually has dark half-moon markings on belly.
Aquatic; common in all freshwater habitats where it
feeds on fish, frogs and salamanders.

Eastern Smooth Green Snake

(Opheodrys v. vernalis)

A gentle little snake that is plain green above and
whitish below. Often called "grass snake" for its
terrestrial habits in meadows and fields. Feeds on
insects and spiders.

Queen Snake

(Regina septemvittata)

A slender brown aquatic snake that has a yellow
stripe along lower sides of body and a yellow belly
with brown stripes. Found in small stony creeks anc
rivers where it eats crayfish.

Northern Brown Snake

(Storeria d. dekayi)

A little brown snake with a light central back stripe
bordered by small black spots. Inhabits swamps,
marshes, moist woods, open fields and gardens.
Feeds on earthworms and slugs.

Northern Redbelly Snake

(Storeria o. occipitomaculata)

A bright red belly is the best identifying mark for thig
dark-backed snake. Found in open woods and
sphagnum bogs. Feeds on earthworms and insect
larvae.

Shorthead Garter Snake

(Thamnophis brachystoma)

Marked with three longitudinal yellowish stripes
similar to Eastern Garter Snake but its very small
head is distinctive. Low herbaceous cover in mead-
ows and old fields is preferred. Diet is mostly earth-
worms.

Northern Ribbon Snake

(Thamnophis sauritus septentrionalis)

A dark-bodied slender snake with three bright yello
longitudinal stripes. Semi-aquatic; rarely found far
from shallow water where it swims on the surface.

Eastern Garter Snake

(Thamnophis s. sirtalis)

Color is variable but often exhibits three yellowish
longitudinal stripes with a double row of black spots
between stripes. Common in many habitats.
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