
Visitor Information 
The headquarters office for the complex is located on 
Hill Road, six miles west of Tulelake, California. Addi
tional information on refuge activities may be obtained 
here. 

Refuge regulations help protect visitors and resources. 
Please observe them. 

As you travel through the refuges you will encounter 
regulatory signs such as speed limit and parking area 
signs. Other signs you will see include the following. 

Auto Tour Route - Follow these signs on 
the Lower Klamath Refuge to enjoy the inter
pretive panels along the auto tour route. 

National Wildlife Refuge - This sign is 
used to show the boundaries of the refuges. 
Entry is allowed only on designated access 
routes. 

Area Closed - Certain areas of the refuges 
are closed to visitors for management pur
poses. Entry beyond this sign is prohibited. 

No Vehicles or Authorized Vehicles 
Only - Motor vehicles are not allowed 
beyond this sign. Please do not block access. 

Waterfowl Hunting Only or Public 
Hunting Area - The area beyond these 
green signs is open to waterfowl or water
fowl/pheasant hunting only during regular 
State seasons. Check with refuge manager for 
details. 

Pheasant Hunting Only - The area 
beyond these yellow signs is open to phea
sant hunting during the regular State season. 
Permits may be required during part of the 
season. Check with the refuge manager for 
details. 

For Further 
Information 

For further information about these refuges, the Refuge 
System, or volunteer opportunities, please contact: 

Refuge Manager 
Klamath Basin NWRs 
Route 1 Box 74 
Tulelake, CA 96134 
Phone (916) 667-2231 

Nearby Areas 
of Interest 

Klamath Wildlife Area 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
1800 Miller Island Rd., West 
Klamath Falls, OR 97603 
Phone (503) 883-5734 

Butte Valley Wildlife Management Area 
California Department of Fish and Game 
PO Box 429 
Macdoel, CA 96058 
Phone (916) 398-4627 

Lava Beds National Monument 
PO Box 867 
Tulelake, CA 96134 
Phone (916) 667-2282 

Modoc National Forest 
Doublehead Ranger District 
PO Box 818 
Tulelake, CA 96134 
Phone (916) 667-2247 

Winema National Forest 
Supervisor's Office 
2819 Dahlia St. 
Klamath Falls, OR 97601 
Phone (503) 883-6714 

Crater Lake National Park 
PO Box 7 
Crater Lake, OR 97604 
Phone (503) 594-2211 

For Lodging Information: 

Klamath County Visitor's Association 
PO Box 1867 
Klamath Falls, OR 97601 
Phone (503) 884-0666 

Tulelake Chamber of Commerce 
PO Box 592 
Tulelake, CA 96134 
Phone (916) 667-5178 

Take Pride in Klamath Basin 
National Wildlife Refuges 

Refuge status is not failsafe protection. Wildlife and their 
habitats will always be vulnerable to careless public use 
and abuse. Too often it seems that because these natural 
resources belong to everyone, they are seen as the 
responsibility of no one. Refuge managers cannot do 
their jobs without support from everyone who is commit
ted to the future of wildlife, their habitats and the 
valuable recreation opportunities they provide. 

The North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan 

The Nor th American Waterfowl Management Plan 
(NAWMP) provides opportuni t ies for you to take pJPF in { 

support ing the preservat ion of habitat for decreasing 
waterfowl populat ions. Your support is needed ,to en
sure that enough high-quality habitat is mainta*rte1Hfc| 
restore the declining n u m b e r of North American ducks, 
geese and swans. The NAWMP invites you and your 
support to become part of its historic conservat ion suc
cess story. 

How You Can Help 
Observe rules and report any destructive activity you see. 
Rules have been made for your protection and for the 
benefit of the natural resources. 

Take your trash home with you. 

Look for opportunisms to cdTBjnunicate the good steward
ship message to cAbers*. _ , v ^ 

Klamatn tsasin 
Nat iona l Wildlife Refuges 

California - Oregon 

One way to demonstrate your support is by volunteering 
your time and skills to assist managers in the manage
ment and protection of these resources. Please contact 
the refuge volunteer coordinator for further details. 
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Why Are The Refuges Here? 
Once Extensive Marshes 
Historically, the Klamath Basin was dominated by about 
185,000 acres of shallow lakes and extensive marshes. 
These lakes and marshes attracted peak fall concentra
tions of over six million waterfowl and supported large 
concentrations of marsh birds such as pelicans, cor
morants, egrets and herons. 

Refuges Protect What Remains 
To conserve the Basin's remaining wildlife values six 
National Wildlife Refuges (NWR) have been established. 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service manages and protects 
this valuable wildlife habitat and regulates wildlife 
oriented recreation. Even though the Basin's marsh 
habitat has been greatly reduced, the refuges still attract 
the majority of migrating Pacific Flyway waterfowl and 
support peak fall concentrations of nearly one million 
birds — one of the largest concentrations in the United 
States. Agricultural and water programs are coordinated 
under an agreement between U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and Bureau of Reclamation. 

Diverse Habitats Support 
Diverse Wildlife 
A variety of habitats exist on the six refuges - marshes, 
open water, grassy meadows, coniferous forests, 
sagebrush and juniper grasslands, agricultural land, and 
cliffs and rocky slopes. This variety supports diverse and 
abundant populations of resident and migratory wildlife. 
A total of 411 wildlife species have been observed or are 
considered present on the refuges. 

Winter - From Deeeflpber'"TlWJugh February, the 
iKlamath Basin hostSjihe largest wintering concer r to«* 
' tions«of bald eagles in the lower 48 states. More than 
500 of these majestic raptors are attracted to tin-
refuges by the thousands of waterfowl that winter 
here, providing an ^umijSjjAM)d source. 

Spring - Marsh, April and May are alive with activity 
as waterfowl and s h o r e b i n * | ^ p in the Klamath Basin 
on their way north tafAlaM | B a d Canadian breeding 
grounds. They rest and feeamere to build up sufficient 
body fat to carry them thrcfugh their long migration. 
In addition, thousandg of rfiar&h birds and waterfowl 
nest in the Basin's marshlands. 

5»immer - Large numbers of young birds can be-seen 
aJqPg the auto tour routes from Wp^ through AuglKt. 
The refuge xr&ter^m^pong the most prolific 
waterfowl and marsh bird production areas in the 
northwest. An estimated 45,000 ducks, 2,600 Canada 
geese, and thousands of marsh and shorebirds* are 
raised here each' y e A Three of the few remaining 
whJ% pelican nestinacolqfces in the west are located 
on iJjttM^flarnath, • • • • vflHHJHfP^ Clear Lake 
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Seasonal Wildlife Highlights 
Ball - Waterfowl migration begins in late August and 
September wffckjdje arrival of pintails alia white-
fronted geese. Peak numbers of nearly one million 
ducks and geese are usually present around early 
Novembelibther major species include snow, Ross' 
and Can; da geese, mallards, wigeon, green-winged ...» 
teal; and tundra swans. August and September are 
good months to view a variety of marsh birds such as 
pelicans, cormorants, egrets, herons, gulls, terns a M L ^ 
giebes. -They generally migrate out of the Basijt jJI 

l i h . nC-^ f - ^ p 
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Marshes Shrink Drastically 
Today less than 25% of the historic wetland acres re
main. In 1905, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation initiated 
the Klamath Reclamation Project to convert the marshes 
and lakes of Lower Klamath and Tule Lake to agri
cultural lands. Oregon and California gave to the federal 
government any lands that could be reclaimed from 
under the waters of Lower Klamath and Tule Lakes. As 
these lakes and marshes were dried up, the land was 
converted to irrigated agriculture and opened to settle
ment. Today, the Basin's extensive agricultural economy 
is mostly based on lands converted from wetlands to 
agriculture by government and private efforts. 



Upper Klamath 
National Wildlife Refuge 
Upper Klamath NWR is a 14,376-acre refuge con
sisting entirely of marsh and open water, and is 
accessible only by boat. Established in 1928, the 
marsh provides excellent nesting and brood-rearing 
habitat for waterfowl and colonial birds such as 
pelicans, egrets and herons. Bald eagles and osprey 
that nest nearby can sometimes be seen fishing in 
refuge waters. Some marsh areas of the refuge are 
closed to public access from spring through fall to 
protect fragile nesting activities. The self-guided 
canoe trail, several creeks, and the open water of 
Pelican Bay provide wildlife-oriented recreation. 

Upper Klamath Canoe Trail 

Klamath Forest 
National Wildlife Refuge 
Klamath Forest NWR was established in 1958 when 
the majority of its 16,377 acres was purchased with 
Duck Stamp funds from the Klamath Indians. The 
large natural marsh that makes up the majority of 
the refuge is an important nesting and migration 
area for waterfowl. The meadowlands around the 
marsh are attractive feeding areas for sandhill 
cranes, shorebirds, waterfowl and raptors. The pine 
forest adjacent to the meadows supports a diversity 
of species not found on most of the other Basin 
refuges. 

Bear Valley Observation Points/Opportunities 

Bear Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge 
Bear Valley NWR was established in 1978 to protect 
a major winter night roost site for bald eagles. An ongo
ing acquisition/easement program will eventually 
protect a total of 4,120 acres. The refuge is one of 
five eagle roosts in the Basin, and consists of large 
stands of old growth timber which protect the birds 
at night from the harsh winter weather. In recent 
years, nearly 300 eagles have used the roost in one 
night. Eagles are easily seen when they fly out of. 
and into the roost area, from the vicinity of Worden, 
Oregon, just off Hwy 97. 
Public access is restricted in Bear Valley NWR in 
order to protect sensitive wintering habitat for eagles 
and to eliminate disturbance during times when the 
roost is being utilized by our National symbol. 
Closed to all access from November 1 through 
March 30. 

Clear Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge 
The 33,440-acre Clear Lake National Wildlife' 
Refuge consists of 20,000 acres of water sur
rounded by upland habitat of bunchgrass, low 
sagebrush, and juniper. Established in 1911, it is 
the primary source of water for the agricultural 
program of the eastern half of the Klamath Basin 
with water levels regulated by the Bureau of 
Reclamation. Small islands in the lake provide 
nesting sites for pelicans, cormorants and other col
onial birds. The upland areas provide habitat for 
pronghorn antelope, mule deer and sage grouse. 
Waterfowl and antelope hunting are allowed during 
regular State seasons. Check with refuge manager 
for details. Because the habitat is so fragile and the 
birds that nest there are easily disturbed, the refuge 
is closed to the public from spring through fall. 

Enjoy Your Visit 
Visitor Center 

You are encouraged to stop by the Center w h e n you 
first arrive. Klamath Basin wildlife are colorfully 
described by exhibits, and you may obtain information 
regarding wildlife viewing opportunit ies , road condi
tions, upcoming events, and refuge rules and regula
tions. A cooperat ive association sales outlet here pro
vides an oppor tuni ty to purchase i tems pertaining to 
wildlife and resource conservat ion. A percentage of 
sales suppor t s interpret ive and educat ional p rograms on 
the refuge. You may invest in wet lands preservat ion by 
purchas ing a Duck Stamp while visiting the Center. 
The Center is open Monday though Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., weekends and holidays 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
(except Chr is tmas and N e w Year's Day). 

Literature available includes: Wildlife of Klamath Basin 
NWRs (bird list); Common Wildlife of the Klamath Basin 
NWRs (pictures); Bald Eagles of the Klamath Basin: 
Canoe Trail brochures; hunting leaflets; and other Service 
literature. 

Wildlife Observation 

The Klamath Basin National Wildlife Refuges are inter
nationally famous for their abundance and diversity of 
wildlife. Their varied wildlife and habitats are a 
photographer ' s delight and photographic opportuni t ies 
abound. You can increase your chances of seeing 
wildlife by staying in your vehicle and using it as a 
blind. 

Visitation Hours 

The refuges are open during daylight hours, except as 
modified by refuge hunting regulations. Overnight camp
ing is not permitted on any of the refuges. 

Auto Tour Routes 

Lower Klamath 
National Wildlife Refuge 
Lower Klamath NWR, established by President 
Theodore Roosevelt in 1908, was our nation's first 
waterfowl refuge. The 47,600-acre refuge is a varied 
mix of shallow marshes, open water, grassy uplands, 
and croplands that are used by marsh birds and 
waterfowl. Water is intensively managed to provide 
nesting and brood-rearing habitat for these birds. 
Natural wetland vegetation and grains from 
cooperative and lease farmers also provide food for 
wintering and migrating waterfowl. 

Visitors are encouraged to use the self-guided auto tour 
routes on Tule Lake and Lower Klamath NWRs. In most 
instances, the routes are improved dike roads and are 
easily traveled. The variety of habitats along the tour 
routes provide views of numerous species of wildlife. 
Portions of the routes may be closed for management 
purposes or public safety. The route at Lower Klamath 
Refuge provides interpretive panels to enhance your en
joyment and understanding of the area. Roads marked as 
"authorized vehicles only" or "no vehicles" are closed to 
the public for management purposes. 

Canoe Trails 

Self-guided canoe trails are available on Upper Klamath 
and Tule Lake NWRs. These trails may be inaccessible at 
t imes because of management activities or wea the r condi
tions. The Tule Lake trail is open only from July through 
September to reduce d is turbance to nesting birds. 
Descriptive leaflets are available for both trails. Canoes 
can be rented at Upper Klamath but you need your o w n 
at Tule Lake. 

Hunting 

Public hunting is permitted on the refuges. Hunters are 
responsible for familiarizing themselves with current 
refuge and State hunting regulations. Descriptive hunt 
leaflets are available. 

Fishing 

Public fishing is permitted only on selected portions of 
the Upper Klamath and Klamath Forest NWRs. Anglers 
must familiarize themselves with current State fishing 
regulations which are available at sporting goods stores. 

Group Programs 

Special programs for schools, clubs, etc., may be arranged 
by contacting refuge headquarters. 

Klamath Forest Observation Points/Opportunities 

Tule Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge 
Established in 1928, the Tule Lake National 
Wildlife Refuge encompasses 38,908 acres of mostly 
open water and croplands. Approximately 15,000 
acres are leased by farmers under a program ad
ministered by the Bureau of Reclamation. Refuge 
personnel or permittees farm another 1,400 acres of 
cereal grain and alfalfa. These crops, together with 
the waste grain and potatoes from the lease pro
gram, provide a major food source for migrating 
and wintering waterfowl. 

Clear Lake Observation Points/Opportunities 

Lower Klamath & Tule Lake Auto Tour Routes 


