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RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
Waterfowl Production Areas are open to many 

public activities year-round. Hunting and trapping are 
permitted under applicable federal and state laws 
and state season dates and bag limits. Foot travel is 
permitted and encouraged. If you have the time, a 
short walk on a WPA often reveals a fascinating world 
of wildlife. Birds and mammals native to the prairies 
can easily be seen. During migration large numbers 
and diverse species of bird life make WPAs a bird
watcher's paradise. 

While walking is encouraged, use of motorcycles, 
jeeps, snowmobiles and other motorized traffic is 
strictly prohibited. Camping is not permitted on the 
WPAs but motel and camping accommodations are 
available at most cities in the district. Excellent 
campgrounds can be found at Beaver Lake State 
Park in Logan County, Doyle Memorial State 
Recreation Area south of Wishek and LaMoure 
County Memorial Park at Grand Rapids, North 
Dakota. Visitors are invited to stop at the 
Wetland Management District Headquarters in Kulm, 
North Dakota for additional information regarding 
activities on Fish and Wildlife Service lands. 

For further information, please contact the 
Manager, Kulm Wetland Management District, 
P.O. Box E, Kulm, North Dakota 58456. 
Telephone (701) 647-2866. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The Kulm Wetland Management District lies in the 

heart of the prairie pothole region of the United States 
in south central North Dakota. Managed by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, it provides wetland areas 
necessary for waterfowl feeding and spring nesting. 
During migration, hundreds of thousands of water
fowl use the marshes for feeding and resting during 
their long flights. 

Kulm is a large district, containing about 42,000 
acres of purchased lands which are called Waterfowl 
Production Areas (WPAs). Easements protect 
another 97,000 acres of wetlands from draining, 
filling and burning. The District also manages three 
refuges on private lands. These refuges are under 
easement to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and are 
Dakota Lake, Bonehill Creek and Maple River. The 
sale of duck stamps to the Nation's hunters and wild
life conservationists financed purchase of these 
lands. 

HISTORY 
About 10,000 years ago, glaciers covering the 

upper Midwest began to melt, leaving behind a load of 
rock and dirt that created rocky rolling hills and 
numerous shallow lakes. In the Dakotas, this 
glaciated land has become known as the Missouri 
Coteau or hills of the Missouri. Grasses evolved and 
carpeted the land. Bison, pronghorn, elk, grizzly bear 
and wolves were found here in abundance. Millions of 
waterfowl and ground nesting birds thrived in the 
grasslands and small wetlands. 

Early tribes, including the Sioux, found excellent 
hunting in the area. Later settlers found wildlife still 
quite abundant, but found life on the Coteau very 
difficult with the rocks, hills, wildfires, bitter cold and 
periods of drought to contend with. By the turn of the 
century the land was settled. As one door cracked 
open to today's intensive farming and ranching, 
another door began to close on the wildlife 
abundance of earlier days. 

The thundering herds of bison, clouds of migrating 
waterfowl and vast expanses of grasslands that 
stretch from horizon to horizon will never be seen 
again. But through protection and management of 
remaining wetlands and habitat, a portion of the wild
life that was once produced and sustained by the 
prairie will be maintained for our children and for 
future generations to enjoy. 

WETLAND VALUES AND FUNCTIONS 
Wetlands are unique habitats. As areas for wildlife, 

they provide a diversity of habitat, food, cover and 
water. As a result of high wildlife use, wetlands 
provide a variety of educational and recreational 
benefits to people. Many wetlands in the district are 
toured by school groups and offer sites for scientific/-
educational study. Recreational opportunities 
include hunting and trapping, bird watching, photog
raphy, and the opportunity to enjoy the scenic beauty 
of a prairie setting. 

Wetlands also provide significant values in the 
area of flood and erosion control and water quality. 
Wetlands retain water during high flow periods, 
slowing it down and allowing it to filter into the 
groundwater system. This replenishes wells, soil 
water and aquifers. Wetlands also collect many 
nutrients and sediments to aid in water purification, 
and provide the basis for important agricultural 
functions such as haying and grazing, especially 
during dry years. 

The cycle of wetlands drying occasionally and then 
reflooding is important to keep wetlands productive. 
Dry periods expose pond bottoms to sun and air 
which help decompose vegetation into nutrients that 
can be used by plants and invertebrates. Without the 
dry cycles, decomposition of plants removes oxygen 
from the water. Low oxygen water reduces or 
eliminates the aquatic invertebrates that are the most 
important food for ducks in the spring. 

WPAs within the Kulm Wetland Management 
District offer diverse habitat that can be protected 
and managed to attract and produce migratory 
waterfowl, migratory non-game birds and resident 
wildlife. 

Wetlands vary in size, permanence and wildlife they 
benefit. Temporary wetlands provide pairs of ducks 
with territories and with high protein foods needed for 
egg production. Wetlands which are dry by fall 
provide cover for upland game birds and white-tailed 
deer. More permanent wetlands are habitat for 
migrating waterfowl, other birds and furbearers. 

The uplands of the district are primarily grasslands. 
These can be divided into native grass, dense nesting 
cover and tame grass habitats. The mixture of these 
types of upland cover, as well as the several types of 
wetlands, creates an area that provides for the needs 
of many wildlife species. 

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 
Creating habitat diversity is one of the many 

management functions of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Sen/ice. Prescribed burning, spring or fall grazing, 
planting dense nesting cover, constructing new wet
land areas, improving or restoring wetlands, haying, 
placement of duck nesting baskets and goose 
nesting tubs, wildlife food plots, water control struc
tures, and the planting of native grasses are but a few 
of the management techniques used in managing the 
district. 

Managing for wildlife also provides a number of 
economic and recreational benefits for people. 
Grazing and haying, which are followed by a rest in the 
management of grasslands, help to stimulate the 
height and density of grassesfor better nesting cover. 
Their use in turn supplements forage available for 
livestock. 

Receipts to the Government from activities such as 
haying and grazing become part of the annual pay
ment made to the four counties of the district in lieu of 
taxes. The payment rate to the counties often 
exceeds the taxes a private individual would pay on 
the same land. 

Cooperative farming agreements are another 
economic use of Refuge and Wetland Management 
District lands. Farmers produce crops on land which 
will be reseeded to grass. This controls noxious 
weeds and prepares the seedbed for planting the 
nesting cover. The gross value of crops harvested has 
exceeded $80,000 in some years. 


