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The goal of the National Wildlife Refuge 
System is to further a national program of 
fish and wildlife conservation by preserving, 
r e s t o r i n g , developing and managing the 
environment for wild creatures for the benefit 
of the public. 

Located on one of the nation's most impor
tant waterfowl migration routes and embrac
ing the Mississippi River's rich and varied 
fauna and flora, the Mark Twain Refuge is 
managed to meet the following objectives: 

Through development and optimum use of all 
resources, provide best possible conditions for 
migratory waterfowl consistent with national 
objectives. 

Maintain habitat conditions for the produc
tion of wood ducks. 

Provide for unique and threathened species, 

particularly the bald eagle, and inform the 

public of its status and needs. 

Preserve and make available to the public this 
place of solitude and beauty, providing a 
means for understanding the natural relation
ships of man, the plants and animals of the 
area. 

Develop and manage habitat for a variety of 
migratory and upland wildlife species to 
provide public enjoyment. 

By encouraging hunting and fishing and other 
wildlife-oriented activities, provide opportuni
ties to the public for high-quality outdoor 
recreation. 

On June 17, 1673, when Pere Marquette, priest-explorer, and Louis Joliet quietly 
paddled their canoes from the turbulent Wisconsin River onto the peaceful Mississippi 
River, they became the first white men to see the wonders of the upper river valley. 

As the adventurers floated downstream, they marvelled at the deep woods, the 
magnificent hills that rose abruptly from the valley floor to contain the wide and 
placid river, and the abundance of fish and game. 

As they entered the portion of the river now encompassed by the Mark Twain Refuge, 
they noted that the River's aspect . . . "was completely changed. There are hardly any 
woods or mountains; the islands are more beautiful and are covered with finer trees. 
We saw only deer and cattle (bison), bustards and swans . . ." 

In time, the fur trader followed the explorer and was, in turn, replaced by the farmer. 
Settlements sprang up along the river. Cheap transportation on the river spurred early 
settlement and the first industrial growth. 

THE REFUGE 
Since man first appeared on the river, it has been an artery of commerce. Increasing use 
of the river made stabilization necessary to do away with the uncertainties of depth, 
shifting bars and other hazards. A series of 27 locks and dams was completed by the 
Corps of Engineers, mostly in the 1930's. These provide a nine-foot deep navigation 
channel from the mouth of the Ohio River to Minneapolis. 

To complete this project, thousands of acres of river bottomland were purchased. In 
1946, much of this land was transferred to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for 
management. In 1958, 67,000 acres of land between Muscatine, Iowa and St. Louis, 
Missouri were officially set apart for wildlife management purposes. 

About 17,000 acres have been devoted to waterfowl management and are administered 
as the Mark Twain National Wildlife Refuge. The remaining 50,000 acres have been 
made available to adjacent states for wildlife use. Illinois, Iowa and Missouri administer 
most of this land for public hunting. 

Since 1964 about 2,100 acres have been purchased with funds derived from the sale of 
Duck Stamps and added to the refuge. The 3,700 acre Clarence Cannon National 
Wildlife Refuge was bought with Duck Stamp funds and is administered with the Mark 
Twain Refuge. 

The Mark Twain Refuge is located on one of the Nation's most important waterfowl 
migration routes and is managed to provide food, water and undisturbed resting area 
for ducks and geese. 

Much of the food needed by waterfowl must be produced on the 6,847 acres of refuge 
farmland. Cooperative or crop-sharing agreements with local farmers provide wildlife 
food crops including corn, buckwheat, millet, green wheat and clover. 

Where water control is possible, impoundments are drained in June so that buckwheat 
and millet can be planted on the exposed mud flats for waterfowl food. In areas too 
wet to farm by conventional means, natural waterfowl foods such as smartweeds and 
millets are grown. 

WILDLIFE 

The divisions of Mark Twain Refuge are links 
in a chain of waterfowl refuges reaching from 
the northern breeding grounds to the Gulf 
Coast. Here migrating waterfowl, shorebirds 
and song birds find food, water and rest areas 
necessary to provide for an orderly movement 
down the great river valley. 

Mallards are the principal species of waterfowl 
using the refuge. Concentrations of over 
100,000 mallards on a single refuge division 
are not unusual. Other ducks commonly seen 
on the refuge are pintail, widgeon, black 
duck, blue-winged teal and green-winged teal. 

Snow and blue geese can be found on the 
Louisa, Delair and Calhoun Divisions and the 
Clarence Cannon Refuge. A population of up 
to 17,000 winters on the Calhoun Division, 
one of the northern-most wintering groups in 
the United States. 

Canada geese use several of the refuge units. 
Banding has shown that one flock of Canadas 
is raised at Necedah National Wildlife Refuge, 
in central Wisconsin, and migrates to the 
Louisa Division in late summer. When weather 
finally forces them to leave Iowa, they move 
south along the river to near the Clarence 
Cannon Refuge where they spend the winter. 

Wood ducks are common except during the 
winter months. Thousands of these brilliantly 
colored birds nest in hollow trees along the 
islands and bluffs and feed and rear their 
young on the refuge. 

One of the largest wintering concentrations of 
bald eagles in the contiguous 48 states is 
found along the Mississippi River, in the area 
of the Mark Twain Refuge. Over 500 of these 
majestic birds have been counted in and near 
the refuge as they concentrated around areas 
of open water where they feed. Eagles usually 
arrive in October and stay until the ice disap
pears in the spring. 

White-tailed deer, squirrels, raccoons, skunks, 
opossums and fox are frequently observed. 
Muskrats, beaver and mink are also common 
but are not so easily seen. 
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BIG TIMBER DIVISION 
1,757 acres of unprotected bottom
land and several river islands lo
cated in Louisa County, Iowa. It is 
managed for wood ducks and as a 
wildlife-oriented recreation area. 

PERMITTED ACTIVITIES 
HUNTING - In accordance with Iowa 

regulations. 

FISHING - In accordance with Iowa 

regulations. 

BICYCLING BOATING 

HORSEBACK RIDING HIKING 
PHOTOGRAPHY PICNICKING 
MUSHROOM, BERRY AND NUT 
GATHERING 

ICE SKATING 
FIRES - Only in containers. 

MOTOR VEHICLES 

PERIOD OF USE: Open Entire Year 

LOUISA DIVISION 
Turkey & Otter Islands 
Located in Louisa County, Iowa, 
the refuge contains 2,609 acres 
which is cropland, marsh and tim
ber interlaced with fingers of water. 
This area is protected by river 
levees. 

PERMITTED ACTIVITIES 

FISHING - In accordance with Iowa 
regulations. 

BICYCLING BOATING 
HIKING PICNICKING 

HORSEBACK RIDING (On roads and 
trails only). 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

MUSHROOM GATHERING 

ICE SKATING 

FIRES - Only in containers. 

MOTOR VEHICLES - Only in desig
nated access and parking areas. 

PERIOD OF USE: 
January 1 — September 30 

KEITHSBUBG DIVISION 
Located in Mercer County, Illinois, 
it contains 1,400 acreas and is pro
tected by a levee. 

PERMITTED ACTIVITIES 

HUNTING - Squirrels Only - In accor
dance with Illinois regulations. 

FISHING - In accordance with Illinois 
regulations. 

BOATING - Boats must be removed by 
October 15. 

PICNICKING 
BICYCLING 
HIKING 

HORSEBACK RIDING 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

MUSHROOM, BERRY AND NUT 
GATHERING 

ICE SKATING 

FIRES - Only in containers. 

MOTOR VEHICLES - Only in access 
and parking areas. 

PERIOD OF USE: 
January 1 — October 15 

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

Roads or Trails within Refuges 

Wildlife Auto Tours 

Levee 

Water 

Forest «SSaM 

Marsh 

Cropland 

CLABENCE CANNON 
DIVISION 
Once known as the Annada Divi
sion it was renamed in 1964 for 
Congressman Clarence Cannon. It 
contains 3,746 acres protected by a 
levee system 

PERMITTED ACTIVITIES 

Boat Launching 

Unit or Division Headquarters 

Principal Thru Highways 

Other Thru Highways 

Other Roads 

Great River Road 

HUNTING - In accordance with refuge 
and Missouri regulations. 

FISHING - In accordance with Missouri 
regulations. 

BOATING 
PICNICKING 

HIKING 
BICYCLING 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
MUSHROOM, BERRY AND NUT 

GATHERING 

FIRES - Only in containers. 

MOTOR VEHICLES - In designated ac
cess and parking areas. 

PERIOD OF USE: 
January 1 - October 15 
EXCEPTION - Bryants Creek open for 

fishing and boating year around . 

BATCH TOWN DIVISION 
A 1,995 acre flood plain with tim
bered islands, narrow sloughs and 
small crop fields. This division is 
adjacent to the main channel and 
floods frequently. It is located in 
Calhoun County, Illinois. 

PERMITTED ACTIVITIES 

HUNTING - In accordance with refuge 
and Illinois regulations. 

FISHING - In accordance with Illinois 
regulations. 

BOATING 
PICNICKING 
BICYCLING 
HIKING 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
MUSHROOM, BERRY AND NUT 

GATHERING 
FIRES - Only in containers. 
MOTOR VEHICLES - Only on graveled 

roads and parking areas. 
PERIOD OF USE: Open except during 

waterfowl hunting season. Upper 
Pool open to fishing and boating all 
year around. 

GABDNEB DIVISION 
This division is a series of islands 
located in mid-stream in Adams 
County, Illinois, just north of 
Quincy. It contains about 4,800 
acres, all subject to flooding. 

PERMITTED ACTIVITIES 

HUNTING -As authorized by refuge 
and Illinois regulations. 

FISHING - In accordance with Illinois 
regulations. 
BOATING 
PICNICKING 
HIKING 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
MUSHROOM. BERRY AND NUT 

GATHERING 
FIRES - In containers only. 

PERIOD OF USE: 
January 1 - October 15 

Wildlife-oriented recreation is encouraged on the Mark Twain Refuge. Roads and trails 
through and adjacent to the refuge units provide an opportunity to observe ducks, 
geese, herons, white-tailed deer and other wild animals in their natural habitat at close 
range. 

An overlook at the Louisa Division provides a spectacular view of this refuge unit and 
waterfowl. Several other observation areas are planned for other parts of the Mark 
Twain Refuge. 

Mushroom and berry picking, hiking and related activities are permitted in areas open 
to the public. 

Fishing is permitted on all units, in accordance with the regulations of the states 
involved. However, seasons are scheduled so that waterfowl are undisturbed during the 
fall. Check with the refuge manager for dates of the fishing season and periods of other 
public use. 

Hunting is permitted where game populations are large enough to provide rewarding 
and satisfactory hunting. Hunting may be authorized for upland game, squirrels, 
raccoons and white-tailed deer. Waterfowl hunting is allowed on the Big Timber 
Division and the river islands near the Louisa Division in Iowa. Waterfowl hunting on 
these areas is in accordance with Iowa regulations. The refuge manager has detailed 
information on hunting seasons. 

There is a variety of recreational activities available to the public along the Mississippi 
River. Several refuge units provide access to the river where fishing, camping, 
swimming, boating, hunting and other opportunities abound. 

PERMITTED ACTIVITIES 

FISHING - In Mississippi River Only. 
WILDLIFE OBSERVATION AND 

STUDY - By conducted tour only. 
PERIOD OF USE: Year around. 

CALHOUN DIVISION 
This division lies in Calhoun and 
Jersey Counties along the Illinois 
River just above its confluence with 
the Mississippi. It contains 5 050 
acres. Swan Lake is the prominent 
physical feature. The entire area is 
subject to flooding. 

PERMITTED ACTIVITIES 

HUNTING-In accordance with refuge 
and Illinois regulations. 

FISHING - In accordance with Illinois 
regulations. 

BOATING 

PICNICKING 

HIKING 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
MUSHROOM, BERRY AND NUT 

GATHERING 
WILDLIFE OBSER VA TION 

FIRES - Only in containers. 
MOTOR VEHICLES - Only in desig

nated gravel roads and parking 
areas. 

PERIOD OF USE: From the end of 
waterfowl hunting season to 
October 15. 

EXCEPTION: Illinois River and cross 
shaded portion of Swan Lake 
open to year around fishing and 
boating. 

MARK TWAIN 

DELAIB DIVISION 
Purchased in 1964 with Duck 
Stamp funds, this division contains 
1,293 acres. This area is primarily 
cropland and water located within 
the Sny Island Levee and Drainage 
District and protected from the 
river by a levee system. 


