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Ye blessed creatures, I have 
heard the call 
Ye to each other make; I see 
The heavens laugh with you in 
your jubilee; 
My heart is at your festival. 

Black Point Wildlife Drive is a 6 mile auto tour route which follows a series of 
mosquito control dikes. Located along the eastern edge of the Indian River in 
Brevard County, the self-guided interpretive route covers a portion of the 
Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge. Birdlife abounds on the refuge with 
over 280 species being observed. Many other forms of wildl i fe are also 
abundant. 

Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge provides suitable habitat for more 
species of wildl i fe listed by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service as 
threatened or endangered with extinction than any other comparable area in 
the continental United States. 

ALLIGATOR 
SOUTHERN BALD EAGLE 
MANATEE 
FLORIDA PANTHER 

DUSKY SEASIDE SPARROW 
BROWN PELICAN 
PEREGRINE FALCON 



EAGLE NEST 
ALLIGATOR 

Alligators do most of their feeding at night but may be seen basking in the sun 
along the wildl i fe drive. The alligator plays a very important part in nature. 
Baby alligators serve as food for a variety of birds and mammals. The all igator 
in turn eats other forms of wildl i fe and helps keep them from becoming over-
populated. During droughts, "ga tor " holes in the marsh supply water for many 
species of wildl i fe. 

Many times only an alligator's head is seen protruding above the water. In 
such cases it is possible to estimate the size of the "gator " by using the fol lowing 
formula. The number of inches between the "gator 's" eyes and its nostrils 
correspond to the length in feet of alligator. 

Look through the eagle nest finder to spot a nest in the tall pine tree. This is the 
nest of the endangered Southern bald eagle. Bald eagles mate for life but if 
one of the pair dies another mate is chosen. Repairing the nest and raising the 
young occupy about half of the eagle's year. 

During the fall months, eagles begin repairing their nests which are usually 
located in tall pines, cypress or mangrove trees. From one to three eggs are 
laid and both parents assist in the incubation which takes about 35 days. Young 
eagles remain in the nest for 11 or 1 2 weeks before making their first fl ight and 
remain in the area for another month or so returning to the nest to be fed. The 
family leaves the area in spring or early summer and the old birds often return 
to the same nest in the fall to begin the cycle once again. 

HISTORY 
OF 
THE 
EAGLE 1 
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The eagle has been used as a symbol since 3000 B.C. when an eagle was the 
guardian of Lagash, a city of southern Mesopotamia. The eagle was sacred to 
Zeus and symbolized victory to the Romans. It became a Christian symbol of 
ascension and was used in the emblems of Napoleon, Charlemagne, and 
Peter the Great. 

The Aztec Indians called the eagle "winged wol f " because of its hunting ability. 
Eagle feathers composed the war f lag of the Creeks. The Cherokees and 
Dakotas wore its skin. Natchez and other Indian tribes regarded the eagle as 
almost a deity and the Zuni used four eagle feathers in their rain-making 
ceremonies. 

The bald eagle was selected as our national symbol on June 20, 1782 much to 
the displeasure of Ben Franklin. In a letter to his daughter Sarah he expressed 
his feelings. 

"I wish that the bald eagle had not been chosen as the representative 
of our country; he is a bird of bad moral character; he does not get his 
living honestly . . ." 

Franklin further described the bald eagle as a "rank coward" and said that 
even the little kingbird "attacks him boldly and drives him out of the district." 

Contrary to Franklin's opinion, the eagle became a popular symbol. It was 
pictured on butter molds, quilts, chests and American coins. Even today the 
eagle is always close at hand in currency, on top of f lag poles and buildings, 
and on official seals. 

The eagle that people have honored for centuries is now in danger of vanishing 
from the face of the earth because of loss of habitat and pesticides. It may be 
in our lifetime that the only eagles we will see will be on symbols and seals. 

MAMMALS 
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A few of the larger mammals may be seen along or crossing the road. Although 
most of these creatures are nocturnal (active at night), they may be seen moving 
about searching for food during daylight hours in areas where their populations 
are high and they are protected. Morning and evening wildl i fe observation will 
usually yield more mammal sightings than trips during the middle of the day. 
Some of the species seen along the wildl i fe drive are marsh rabbit, raccoon, 
oppossum, and otter. 



INDIAN ACTIVITY 
AAARSH AND WATER BIRDS 

At the time of Christ, Merritt Island was inhabited by Aboriginal Indians. These 
earliest of human inhabitants left evidence of their presence throughout the 
refuge. Burial mounds, shell middens and shell mounds are scattered through
out the area and have provided glimpses of a past way of life. Now protected 
from art i fact hunters, these mounds have yielded pottery shards, skeletons, 
coral fragments, mammal and fish bones, clam shells and coquina grinding 
stones. 

The Indians found a rich source of food in this area and their civilization 
flourished for hundreds of years. Conflict with the white man in his territorial 
conquest during the early 1 880's caused their downfal l . 

The impoundments along the wildl i fe drive are used by many kinds of marsh 
and water birds. All of these birds are well adapted to securing their favorite 
food. Among the items eaten are cutworms, crayfish, fish, grasshoppers, and 
snakes. Some of the more common birds are shown below. 
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DUSKY SEASIDE SPARROW 
A remnant population of the Dusky Seaside Sparrow inhabits this impoundment. 
This endangered species, found only in a small area in east central Florida, has 
been reduced to less than 400 individuals because of habitat loss. One of its 
requirements is a cordgrass salt marsh as seen to the right of the trail. An 
important management technique used to preserve this cordgrass marsh and 
remove unwanted vegetation is controlled burning. 

The St. Johns National Wildlife Refuge, west of Titusville, has been established 
to preserve and protect a larger population of this unique sparrow and its 
habitat. 
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RED AAANGROVE 

Mangroves have an unusual method of plant propagation. The seeds develop 
a sharp-pointed root while still attached to the tree. When the seed falls, the 
root either pierces the mud and begins to grow or floats on the water until it 
comes into contact with soil. 

The mangroves growing along the dike are very important plants in the ecology 
of coastal Florida and are very efficient in extending land masses into water 
areas. This land building task is accomplished by collecting plant and animal 
debris in its tangled root system. The red mangrove roots are also beneficial 
to aquatic life by providing shelter or cover for fish and places for oysters and 
other shellfish to attach themselves. Birds use the mangroves for roosting and 
nesting because of the protection these water-surrounded trees provide. 

WATER LEVEL AAANAGEMENT 
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The numerous impoundments found throughout the refuge provide needed 
food for wintering water fowl . Management control of this impoundment is a 
cooperative venture between the Brevard Mosquito Control District and the 
Refuge. The impounded water is maintained at levels which benefit the growth 
of natural waterfowl foods while hindering the breeding of salt marsh mos
quitoes. Salinity or salt level is also controlled to permit beneficial plant growth. 

Water Control Structures 
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COMPATIBILITY 
SALT BARRENS 

Vertical Assembly Building 
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The immediate area to the right of the trail is practically devoid of any vegeta
tion due to the high content of salt in the land. The salinity level is actually 4 
times higher than that of sea water. The high salinity level has been reached 
because of periodic ftoodings by the Indian River at times when its waters 
were almost 100% sea strength. As the water in the area evaporated, the salt 
was left behind and the salt content increased to its present level. 

If you look to the left of the trail at the horizon line, you can see NASA's Vertical 
Assembly Building (VAB). The VAB, where rockets are assembled prior to 
launch, is indicative of the fact that man's advanced technology in the space 
program is compatible with wildl i fe and protection of this ecosystem. 

Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge was established in 1963, and through 
NASA's initiative, expanded to its present 134,143 acres. Since the establish
ment of the refuge, men have walked on the moon and countless rockets have 
been launched. Millions of visitors have come and gone but the wildl i fe is still 
here and the area remains a subtropical treasure house of flora and fauna. 
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PELICANS 
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The word pelican, formerly pelekon from the Greek term pelekys meaning ax, 
referred to woodpeckers during the time of Aristotle. The St. Jerome translation 
of the Bible included a phrase using the word pelekon which, later when tran
scribed into English, read "pelican of the wilderness." Not knowing which bird 
this phrase referred to, English readers decided it must be the long-billed bird 
with the pouch for holding fish. A mistake had been made and the woodpecker 
lost its name. 

Both the brown pelican, an endangered species, and the white pelican can be 
seen in this area. Watch for the brown diving from the sky to capture fish and 
the white dipping its bill and pouch under the water looking for a meal. 

WATERFOWL 
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Through management efforts, waterfowl are provided with food and protection 
along this and other portions of the refuge. It is in suitable areas such as 
Merritt Island, that waterfowl are able to winter and gather the strength to 
once again journey thousand of miles to nesting areas. 

Approximately 23 species of waterfowl regularly use Merritt Island National 
Wildlife Refuge during the wintering months (October-February). The most 
common in recent years have been scaup, ring-necked ducks, pintail, wigeon, 
blue-winged and green-winged teal and redheads. The American coot popula
tion is annually in excess of 1 00,000. 



RED-BELLIED WOODPECKERS 

The nest holes of the red-bellied woodpecker are found in the trunks of the 
dead cabbage palms growing to the right of the trail. Numerous nest cavities 
along this part of the wildl i fe drive indicate the presence of this colorful bird. 
Unlike most woodpeckers, the food of the red-bellied woodpecker consists 
largely of vegetable matter such as fruit and acorns instead of insects. It 
sometimes can become a nuisance in orange groves because of its habit of 
boring into the oranges either on the tree or on the ground and eating both 
the juice and the pulp. 
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