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About the Refuge 

This blue goose, 
designed by J.N. 
"Ding" Darling, 
has become the 
symbol for the 
National Wildlife 
Refuge System. 

Wildlife 
Management 

Bald eagles are 
known to nest on 
the Refuge. 

North Platte National Wildlife Refuge 
(NWR) is located 8 miles northeast 
of Scottsbluff in the Nebraska 
Panhandle. The 2,722-acre Refuge was 
established by Executive Order under 
President Wilson on August 21,1916. 
This Executive Order set aside the 
area as "a preserve and breeding 
ground for native birds." The Refuge, 
located within the Central Flyway, 
hosts up to 250,000 mallards," 11,000 
Canada geese, and 20 bald eagles. 

The Refuge consists of four units, all 
within Scotts Bluff County, Nebraska: 
Lake Alice, Winters Creek Lake, 
portions of Lake Minatare, and 
Stateline Island. The four Refuge 
units are superimposed over Bureau 
of Reclamation irrigation projects. 
These Reclamation irrigation reservoirs, 
constructed between 1910 and 1917, 
serve the area's agricultural community. 

Many wildlife species use the Refuge 
year-round. As many as 20 bald eagles 
and over 200,000 waterfowl may 
concentrate on the Refuge during 
fall migration. The Refuge is primarily 
a resting and feeding area for 
waterfowl and shorebirds. Waterfowl 
nest and produce broods on the 
Refuge as well. The Refuge also 
provides habitat for migrating and 
nesting bald eagles. 

Over 225 bird species have been 
observed on the Refuge since 1975. 
Mammals commonly seen on the 
Refuge include raccoon, stiiped skunk, 
eastern cottontail, mule deer and 
white-tailed deer. Some of the fish 
species found in Refuge lakes include 
walleye, crappie, yellow perch, bluegill, 
bass, catfish, and carp. A wildlife 
checklist is available from the Refuge 
Headquarters. 
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"For if a link in nature's 
chain be lost, another and 
another might be lost, till the 
ivhole system of things 
should vanish by piecemeal" 
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Enjoying the During your visit, you are invited 
Refuge to participate in several seasonal 

activities. The following wildlife-
dependent public use activities 
are permitted: 
• Nature observation 
• Hiking 
• Photography 
• Fishing 
• Canoeing 
• Boating (internal combustion 

engines and sail boating prohibited) 
• Mushroom and berry picking 

Winters Creek 
Lake Unit 

Look for migrating 
waterfowl in the 
fall and sprina. 

Lake Alice Unit 

Units of the Refuge are closed to all 
public entry from October 15 through 
January 14 to provide undisturbed 
habitat during critical migration 
periods. Stateline Island remains open 
year-round. All four units are closed 
to public use from sunset until sunrise. 
Please refer to the brochure map for 
further information. 

The public is invited to participate 
in permitted activities at the Lake 
Alice Unit from January 15 through 
October 14 between sunrise and 
sunset. From October 15 to January 14, 
this Unit is closed to all public entry 
to provide an undisturbed sanctuary 
during the critical migration season. 
Additional closures may be required 
when bald eagles are nesting in the 
area. Look for signs! 

Lake Mi nature This Unit is open for permitted 
Unit activities from January 15 through 

October 14 between sunrise and 
sunset. Adjoining this unit is the Lake 
Minatare State Recreation Area (SRA) 
which is managed by the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission. 
Information about the SRA can be 
obtained at Park Headquarters 
located on Lighthouse Point. From 
October 15 through January 14, both 
the SRA and Refuge are closed to all 
public entry to provide an undisturbed 
sanctuary during the fall migration 
period. 

Stateline Island 
Unit 

Precautions 

White-tailed decl
are one of the 
more prominent 
species found in 
the area. 

The northeastern upland sites, along 
with the north portion of Winters 
Creek Lake, are closed to all public 
entry to provide an undisturbed 
sanctuary of land and water for a 
variety of wildlife species. The 
remaining portion of the Unit is open 
for permitted activities from January 15 
through October 14 between sunrise 
and sunset. 

Located 1 mile south of Henry, 
Nebraska, this Unit is open for 
permitted public use activities year-
round between sunrise and sunset. 

Certain regulations are necessary 
to protect wildlife and to preserve 
the beauty of the area. Please take 
a moment to review the regulations 
contained in this leaflet. Your 
understanding of the following Refuge 
regulations will make your visit a safe 
and enjoyable one. 
• All Refuge units are open to public 

use during daylight-hours only, 
opening at sunrise and closing 
at sunset. 

• To protect wildlife habitat, motor 
vehicles may be operated on 
designated roads only. Off-road 
and off-trail vehicle use is prohibited. 

• Possession of alcoholic beverages 
is prohibited. 

• All firearms, including bow and 
arrow, must be unloaded and 
cased or dismantled while being 
transported by vehicle. 

• Pets must be confined to vehicles. 

Prohibited activities include, but are 
not limited to: 
• Open fires 
• Camping 
• Swimming 
• Target shooting 

Any public access or activity not 
specifically described in this leaflet 
is not permitted. 
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Equal opportunity to participate in and benefit from 
programs and activities of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
is available to all individuals regardless of physical or mental 
ability. Dial 7-1-1 for a free connection to the state transfer 
relay service for TTY and voice calls to and from the speech 
and hearing impaired. For more information or to address 
accessibility needs, please contact Refuge staff at 308/ 635 7851 
or the U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of Equal 
Opportunity, 184.9 CStreet, NW, Washington, D.C. 20240. 



North Platte National Wildlife Refuge 
115 Railway St., Suite C109 
Scottsbluff, NE 69361 
308/635 7851 
crescentlake@fws.gov 
http://crescentlake.fws.gov 

For state transfer relay service 
TTY/Voice:711 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
http://www.fws.gov 

For Refuge Information 
1800/344 WILD 
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