


OKEFENOKEE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE was
established in 1937 in order to preserve the 438,000-acre
Okefenokee Swamp. Presently, the refuge encompasses
approximately 396,000 acres. In 1974, to further ensure
the protection of this unique ecosystem, the interior
353,981 acres of the refuge were designated a National
Wilderness Area. The swamp remains one of the oldest and
most well preserved freshwater areas in America and extends
38 miles north to south and 25 miles east to west.
OKEFENOKEE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE is one
of the over 400 refuges in the National Wildlife Refuge
System. This system is a network of the United States lands
and waters managed specifically for wildlife and is adminis-
tered by the Department of the Interior's U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.
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Enjoy Your Visit
Help preserve the aesthetic, historic and
natural value of Okefenokee National Wild-
life Refuge by following these guidelines:

WILDLIFE OBSERVATION, PHOTO-
GRAPHY AND HIKING - Permitted
throughout the year.

CAMPING - Permitted only on overnight
canoe trips and at designated areas in
Stephen C. Foster State Park.

FIRES -Perrnitted in designated areas only.

CANOEING AND MOTORBOA TING -
Permitted year-round. Outboard motors
are limited to 10 hp or less. Each boat
occupant is required to have a Coast
Guard approved life preserver.

FISHING - Permitted year-round in
accordance with Georgia State fishing
laws. The use of live minnows or trot
lines is prohibited.

SWIMMING - Prohibited in refuge waters.

FIREARMS AND OTHER WEAPONS -
Prohibited on the refuge except during
designated hunts.

PETS - Must be kept on a la-foot leash.
Pets are not permitted in public buildings
or boats.

REFUGE TRAVEL - Restricted to desig-
nated areas during posted hours only.

DISTURBING OR COLLECTING
PLANTS OR ANIMALS - Strictly pro-
hibited.

FEEDING OR HARASSING WILD-
LIFE - Strictly prohibited. The use of
telephoto lenses is advised for photo-
graphing wildlife.

WILDERNESS CANOEING: Canoe
trails through the Okefenokee may be
traveled by campers holding permits
for trips lasting from two to five days.
Trail reservations are taken no more
than two months in advance, and a fee
is charged. Reservations can be made
by calling (912) 496-3331 (Monday -
Friday excluding holidays) or writing
the Refuge Manager.



MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES within the refuge-serve to preserve the natural qualities of the swamp,
to provide habitat tor a variety of wildlife, and to provide recreational opportunities for visitors. The
swamp's unique environmental qualities are preserved through protection, research and progressive
management.

ENDANGERED SPECIES which ai e
benefited by these management
efforts include the red-cockaded
woodpecker, American alligator,
wood stork and American bald
eagle.

HUNTING, WATERFOWL BANDING, wildlife
censuses, vegetative transects and water level
recorders are used to monitor and manage wild-
life populations and habitat conditions.

WILDLIFE HABITAT is improved through the use of wildlife
clearings, forest thinning and planting, and prescribed burning.

ALTHOUGH PRIMARILY managed for wildlife,
public use is an important aspect of the refuge.
Visitor facilities are provided on a portion of
the refuge, creating a place where wildlife, wild
lands and people are brought together inharmony.



OKEFENOKEE IS A VAST BOG inside a huge, saucer-
shaped depression that was once part of the ocean floor.
The swamp now lies 103 to 128 feet above mean sea level.

"Okefenokee" is white man's rendition of the Indian
words meaning "land of the trembling earth." Peat de-
posits, up to 15 feet thick cover much of the swamp floor.
These deposits are so unstable in spots that one can cause
trees and surrounding bushes to tremble by stomping
the surface.

The slow-moving waters of the Okefenokee are tea-
colored due to the tannic acid released from decaying
vegetation. The principle outlet of the swamp, the Suw-
annee River, originates in the heart of the Okefenokee
and drains southwest into the Gulf of Mexico. The
swamp's southeastern drainage to the Atlantic Ocean
is the St. Mary's River, which forms the boundary
between Georgia and Florida.

The swamp contains numerous islands and lakes, along
with vast areas of non-forested terrain. Prairies cover
about 60,000 acres of the swamp. Once forested, these
expanses of marsh were created during periods of severe
drought when fires burned out vegetation and the top
layers of peat. The prairies harbor a variety of wading
birds: herons, egrets, ibises, cranes and bitterns.

INDIANS INHABIT ATED OKEFENOKEE SWAMP
as early as 2500 B.C. Tribesofthe "Deptford Culture",
the "Swift Creek Culture" and the "Weeden Island
Culture" occupied sites within the Okefenokee. The
last tribe to seek sanctuary in the swamp, the Sem-
inoles, conducted raids on settlers in surrounding
areas. An armed militia led by General Charles
R. Floyd ended the age of the Indian in 1850,
by driving the Sen.:Jnoles into Florida.



STEPHEN C. FOSTER STATE PARK is managed by the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, \
Park and Historic Sites Division, under a leasing agreement with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. GJ
The 82-acre park, located on Jones Island, serves as the western entrance into the refuge.
A boat trip through the cypress-lined waterways is an unforgettable experience. The park provides -@---2IIIr-
boat tours, boat and canoe rentals, a launching area, museum, hiking trail and picnic area.
This entrance is the only one where overnight facilities are
provided. Campsites accommodate tents, trailers and
campers. Rental cottages are also available.

For further information on hours of operation, rates and
reservations, write or call:

STEPHENC.FOSTERSTATEPARK,FARGO,GEORGIA
31631,(912) 637-5274.

KINGFISHER LANDING, located on the refuge's
east side, provides access to many excellent fishing
spots. The site contains a visitor check-in station
and boat ramp.
THE SUWANNEE RNER SILL RECREA nON
AREA, located on the refuge's western boundary,
provides excellent fishing opportunities. The site
contains a visitor check-in station, boat ramp and
a walk-in bank fishing area.

Kingfisher Landing and the Sill Recreation Area
are both administered by the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service.
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OKEFENOKEE SWAMP PARK, the northern entrance
into the refuge, is managed by the Okefenokee Swamp
Park Association, Inc., a private, nonprofit organization
operating under a leasing agreement with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.

Guided boat tours are provided along winding
watercourses through the cypress forest. The
park's boardwalk, 90-foot observation tower,
museum, serpentarium,animal habitats and botan-
ical gardens put much of Okefenokee in a com-
pact package for all to enjoy. An admission fee
is charged at this entrance.

For further information write or call:

I OKEFENOKEE
SWAMP PARKw WAYCROSS,

~ GEORGIA 3150l.
(912) 283-0583.
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WILD LIFE NOTES
JANUARY - .Waterfowl - mallards, ring-necked ducks,
wood ducks, coots, green-winged teal and hooded mer-
gansers are seen in the prairies along with large numbers
of greater sandhill cranes.
FEBRUARY - Ospreys begin nesting. Watch for aerial
courtship displays of red-tailed hawks. Brown-headed
nuthatches become active. Wild turkey seek mates during
the latter part of the month.
MARCH - Overwintering ducks, tree swallows, robins,
phoebes, cedar waxwings and the greater sandhill cranes
depart for northern nesting areas. Purple martins, parula
warblers and eastern kingbirds arrive. Watch for the nest-
ing dances of resident Florida sandhill cranes. Wildflowers
begin to bloom as the prairies fill with golden club and
bladderworts. Bass begin to spawn. Alligators are seen
sunning on the banks of the water trails.
APRIL - Wading bird rookeries are active. Prothonotary
warblers are common along the cypress-lined waterways.
Sandhill crane chicks are hatching and ospreys are seen
feeding their young in their high, bulky nests. Alligators
bellow territorial warnings as mating begins. Many orchids
and the unusual insect-eating pitcher plants are blooming.
Best month for bass fishing.
MAY - The endangered red-cockaded woodpeckers are
viewed around their nesting colonies. Florida soft-shell
turtles are laying eggs. and raccoons are just as rapidly
digging up and eating the eggs. Turkey poults are seen
walking in close procession behind their hen. Warmouth
perch fishing is improving. Newborn fawns appear.
JUNE - Chorus, green tree, pig, carpenter and over a
dozen other species of frogs are heard during the evenings.
White water lillies and sweet-bay flowers bloom. Good
bream fishing.
JULY - Young herons, egrets and ibis, now fully t1edged,
leave the rookeries. Wood storks are observed feeding in
the prairies. Red-headed woodpeckers and pine warblers
are seen in pine forest uplands. Deer are best viewed in
the early morning; the bucks are showing their new sets
of velvet-covered antlers.
AUGUST - Small flocks of blue-winged teal arrive. Alli-
gator nests hatch and the young alligators may be heard
"clucking" to their mother. Nighthawks and chuck-will's
widow frequent the evening sky, scooping insects from
the air.
SEPTEMBER - Fall migration begins as many different
warblers move through the area. Fall fishing improves as
daytime temperatures lower.
OCTOBER - Black bears are active, feeding on acorns,
nuts and berries. Marsh hawks are seen gliding low over
the prairies.
NOVEMBER - Robins and migrating greater sandhill
cranes arrive with the cool weather. Watch for the occa-
sional bald eagle, migrating through the swamp to Florida
wintering sites. With cool weather comes the traditional
fall color change. Cypress needles turn a golden brown
and sweetgum leaves glow a reddish hue before tumbling
to the ground.
DECEMBER - Otters are seen swimming in the lakes and
boat trails as alligators become less active and cease feed-
ing. Many white ibis, egrets and herons feed in the shallow
lakes and prairies.
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SUWANNEE CANAL RECREATION AREA, the east
entrance, is operated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
Here the historic Suwannee Canal winds into the core of
the Okefenokee. The swamp's most extensive open areas
branch off the canal - Chesser, Grand and Mizell Prairies.
The small lakes and "gator holes" dotting the prairies
offer some of the area's finest freshwater sport fishing.
Home of the Florida sandhill crane, the prairies are
excellent sites for bird watching.

The Swamp's Edge Interpretive Center provides detailed
information regarding the features and facilities at this
entrance. A 4.5-mile wildlife drive, 5.5 miles of walking
trails, a 4,000-foot boardwalk into the swamp, three
observation towers, two photo blinds and a restored
homestead are provided.

The recreation area may be reached by traveling 7 miles
southwest of Folkston, Georgia on State Highway 121/23
and proceeding west 4 miles 'from the entrance sign.

Suwannee Canal Recreation Area is open throughout the
year except Christmas Day. For hours of operation and
further information about Kingfisher Landing: the sill
area or Suwannee Canal Recreation Area, contact the
Refuge Manager at: U.S. FISH AND Wl~DLIFE SER-
VICE, OKEFENOKEE NWR, ROUTE 2, BOX 338,
FOLKSTON, GEORGIA 31537 (912) 496·3331/7836.



SUWANNEE CANAL RECREATION AREA:
A - CONCESSION AND BOAT RAMP
B - SWAMP'S EDGE INTERPRETIVE CENTER
C - PICNIC AREA
D - CANAL DIGGER'S TRAIL (.55 mile)
E - SONGBIRD TRAIL (.97 mile)
F - VISTA TOWER
G - PECKERWOOD TRAIL (.17 mile)
H - PRESCRIBED BURNING EXHIBIT
I - RIDLEY'S LITTLE ISLAND TRAIL (1.68 miles)
J - CHESSER ISLAND HOMESTEAD AND TRAIL

(.49 mile)
K - DEERSTAND TRAIL AND TOWER (.53 mile)
L - RESTROOMS AND REST AREA
M - BOARDWALK TO TOWER (1.5 miles round trip)
N - DAY-USE SHELTER WITH RESTROOM
o - RESTROOM
P - OVERNIGHT SHELTER

- PAVED ROADS
WATERWAYS

111111 CANOE TRAILS
••••• HIKING TRAILS

• PARKING AREAS
=.: SWAMP AREAS
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Adult alligators are 6-12 feet long and may reach a length
of more than 15 feet. They feed primarily on fish, turtles
and other aquatic life.

Young alligators grow about 1 foot per year for the first
6 years and will eat almost anything that moves and is
smaller than they are.



UNITED STATES
DEPARTNENT OF THE INTERIOR
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
OKEFENOKEE ATlO AL WILDLIFE RfFUG
ROUTE 2 BOX 338
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