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As the Nation's principal conservation

agency, the Department of the Interior has
responsibility for most of our nationally
owned public lands and natural resources.

This includes fostering the wisest use of

our land and water resources, protecting

our fish and wildlife, preserving the envi
ronmental and cultural values of our na

tional parks and historical places, and

providing for the enjoyment of life through
outdoor recreation. The Department as
sesses our energy and mineral resources

and works to assure that their develop
ment is in the best interests of all our

people. The Department also has a major

responsibility for American Indian reserva
tion communities and for people who live
in island territories under U.S. administra

tion.
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WATERFOWL

HUNTING WITH

STEEL SHOT

It is estimated that about two million ducks die in
the United States each year from lead poisoning that
results when the birds swallow spent shotgun pellets
while feeding. The decision to require non-toxic shot
in selected areas was made only after intensive studies
of the problem, extensive public debate on available
courses of action to reduce lead poisoning, and
publication by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service of a
final environmental impact statement.

The use of steel shot applies only to the hunting of
ducks, geese, swans, and coots because the hunting of
these species is believed to be the source of most of
the lead shot deposited in wetland areas.

How Much Lead Collects in the
Soils of Hunting Areas?

A density of one pellet per square foot is not
unusual in wetlands and three or four pellets per
square foot can be found in some popular hunting
areas.

What Happens When Waterfowl
Swallow Lead?

Lead pellets swallowed by waterfowl pass through
the upper digestive tract to the gi;?zard where they are
converted to a soluble form and absorbed into the

bloodstream. Lead causes a reduction in oxygen
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