Oil Region Alliance
of Business, Industry & Tourism

The Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry &
Tourism is a 501{¢)(3) nonprofit corporation
with headquarters in Oil City, Pennsylvania. This
membership-based organization serves all of
Venango County as well as the City of Titusville,
Borough of Hydetown and Oil Creek Township in
eastern Crawford County. The Alliance is an
active economic development agency and the
official Tourist Promotion Agency for Venango

' County as well as the administrator of the

Pennsyivania Oil Heritage Region and the
federally designated Oil Region National
Heritage Area.

' Mission Statement

The mission of the Oil Region Alliance of
Business, Industry & Touriem is to increase
the prosperity of the Oil Region by enticing

people to live, work, learn and play in “the valley
that changed the world" through the
preservation, promotion, development
and support of historical, educational, natural,
recreational, residential, commercial and
industrial destinations.
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Coal Oil Johnny

John i Steele, more ¢ known as *Coal Oil Johnny,” was Fetrolia’s
prodigal prince. Bom in December 1843, Steele and his sister Permelia were
adopted at an early age by Culbertson and Sarah “Sally” McClintock. The
McClintocks were farmers living along Oil Creek in Venango County, Pennsylvania
|(between present-day Rynd Farm and Rouseville). As a child, John attended school
and church, did chores, and enjoyed hunting in the woods surrounding the farm, In
1855, Culbertson McClintock died, leaving the farm to his wife with the
understanding that John would inberit it upen her death.

Following the success of the Drake Well near Titusville in 1859, oil speculators were
in a frenzy to buy or lease property along Oil Creek. Mrs, McClintock leased her farm
in exchange for oil royalties, becoming quile wealthy when oil was discovered on the
property in 1862. During this pericd, John worked as a teamster hauling barrels of
il Lo shipping points as well as drilling machinery and materials 1o well sites. He also
learned to pilot the flatboals that took oil down Ol Creek to the Allegheny River. In
1864, Mrs. McClintock died from bums sustained in a fire at the house, and

[ John washington Steee, |
20-year-old John inherited the farm, his childhood home, and the oil royalties,

aX.a. Cozl Ol Johnny |

For a time, John tended to business on the farm. However, his ever-increasing wealth became too tempting.
John embarked on a two-year spending spree in Philadelphia and New York, where *trouble and hangers.on had
a way of finding him." He squandered all his money and then some on poor busi deals and iid

- R s like clothes, diamond rings, gold watches, cigars, and
aleohol, Journalists colned ihe nanaie “Coal O Julmny” fur ‘

him, reflecting in part his love for his custom carriage. The
carriage was bright red, drawn by 3 matched pair of black
stallions; painted onto the carriage doors were black oil
derricks spouting dollar symbols. After the money ran out
he traveled with a minstre) show to earn a living, John was
then invited 1o return to Venango County, where his wife
and son waited. For a while, he retumed to work as a
teamster and he tried his hand at operating several small

retail businesses in nearby communities, Then, after trying
k 1o fve & sober life ina place where everyone knew his
——— spend-thrift past, the Steeles moved west, first to

| Dennison, lowa. until John's reputation caught up with him,

~ and then to Nebraska where John Washington Steele died

[ steele Farm along Oil Creek, c. 1864
in 1921,

Today, John Washington Steele’s home, known as the McClintock Steele-Waitz House, is owned by the Oil Region
Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism. 1o an 18605 , the house Interprets Coal Ol
Johnny's life as well as the eatly years and material culture of Pennsylvania's oil boom,

Recommended Reading

Coal Ol Johnny-His Book by John Washinglon Steele, 1902 (Reprinted by the 04l Region Alliance in 2006),
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Preservation Efforts

The MeClintock Steete-Waitz House, canstructed circa 1850, s a 1.5-story wooden pegg-n-post frame bullding, In
1999, the Oil Heritage Region, Inc. (predecessor to the Oil Reglon Alllance) purchased the 1,024 square foot
house from Larry and Carole Waitz for $1 plus the cast iron bathtub and the kitchen stove,

Gustafson General Contracting began the extenor rehabllitaton in
2001. To stan, the hame was fumigated twice, removing an
Infestation of powderpost beetles, Workers then prepared the
structure, eriginally lecated on Waltz Road, to be relocated further
up Ovl Creek. They stripped the house to its orlgnal
and then It, bering each

The materials were transported 0.6 miles to Rynd Farm Inside Ol
Creek State Park whore the crow reassembled the house piece by
& A piece, The homae's elements were used In their exact prior

. - L 3 positions, However, the foundation stonas were placed arourd
The McClintock-Steele-Waltz House, 1999, | 1éW. mese stable cement block base, The contractor also added
Proservation PA, Inc, added the home to Its | 9ther safety and security enhancements, including tarpapor

llst of Pennsylvania's Most Endangered behind the wolls, attlc

Historic Properties In 1997, and sub-floor ventila
pe 4 von, stronger boards

sistered to eriginal joists and boams, and electrio/security panels, In
wiays not visible to the casual observer, To complete the exterior
rnSLIRtation, the Nome Was painted its onginal color scneme, and a
new frent poreh, ientical t one in historie

photographs of tha home, wos added,

The Oll Reglon Alliance undertook the hame's Interlor

restoration in 2005, Fallowing the design of architect David Strickland,
Gustafson General Contracting added Insulation, electricity, and stove
heat to the building, The crew also refinished the home's osginal
floars and stalrease, Now Intorlor decorations, ineluding
period-accurate wall coverings and light fixtures resembling these of
the 18608 18708,
woro chosen to dopict what the house might have looked like
after the MeClintacks and Stoeles came Into their oll maney.
The Alliance has also furnished the home with historically
duuurite fureiture and andgues, as well as matenals asout the
lives of the McClintock and Steaio families.

0l Johnny's home at Rynd Farm inslde
Ol Crook State Park.

Today, the Oil Reglon Alliance operates the MoClintock-Steole-
Waltz House as a house museum, depicting the household of
an eadty ol producing family. The home s open for taurs by
appointment, and the Alliance hosts public open houses each

— - yoar, Passengors on the O Crook & Titusville Rallroad have the
\ Visltors explore the rehabilitated parior, 2011 | oppartunity to wew the house exterlor whan the train stops at
Rynd Farm Station,

|distinctive legacy as the

Oil Region

National Heritage Area

The OIl Reglon National Heritage Area (ORNHA),
atgo known as “The Valley that Changed the
World,” was designated by the United States
Congrass in 2004,
Administered by the O
Region Alllance of Business,
Industry & Tourism, this
national heritage aren
encompasses all of
Venango County as well as the City of Titusville, the
Borough of Hydetown, and Oll Creek Township in
eastern Crawford County,

As the administrator of the
ORNHA, the Oil Region
Alliance works to preserve,
Interpret, enhance and
promote the region's

r
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birthplace of the medern
‘gmuomum industry,

The ORNHA Is 1 of 55
INational Heritage Areas
In the country, National Heritage Areas are regions
where a combination of natural,
cultural, historic and recreational
resourcos shape nationally significant
storles and landscapes,

In partnership with the National Park
Service, National Herltage Areas
foster community stewardship of our
nation's heritage.

Explore More Historic Sites
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Drake Woll Musoum

202 Museurn Lane; Titsuitle, PA 16354

(814) 827.2797 www,drakewell. org
MeCaintock Well #1

Witz Road; Gil City, PA 16301

(B14) 827.2707 waw kel org

Oll Croek State Park

305 Stote Park Rosd; Oil City, PA 16301

(B14) 670-5915 www,denr state, po,us/statoparks
Pithale

14118 Mtnolo Road; Maasantville, PA 16341

(B14) 8272797 waaw. drakewoll.org

Venango Musieum of Art, Sciance & Industry
270 Senaca Street; DI City, PA 16301

(814) Gre-2007 WAW NN EOMUSALIM,Of




