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The Willamette River waterfalls have been the center of
human activity for over 3,000 years. Archeologists have

uncovered evidence of Native American culture predating
1,000 years, B.C., which evolved without interference until

white immigration forever altered its course.

In 1818, the United States and Great Britain agreed to
a ten-year joint occupancy of the Oregon Country — now
the states of Oregon, Idaho, Washington and parts of
Montana, Wyoming and British Columbia Ten years later,
because of the pending boundary settlement, the powerful
British Hudson's Bay Company wished to secure a strong
bargaining position. To this end, Canadian-born Dr. John
McLoughlin, who managed company operations from Fort
Vancouver, ordered the construction of three log houses
next to the Willamette River waterfalls in the winter of

1829-30. In 1832, he ordered a sawmill and a flour mill

built at the waterfalls thereby making first use of water
power in Oregon City.

In the ensuing decade, small groups of hardy
Americans started to arrive in the Willamette Valley. In
1841, Methodists established a milling company occupying




