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The Battle of Glorieta Pass March 26-28, 1862

Tn July 1861, Confederate President

Jefferson Davis approved Brigadier

General Henry Hopkins Sibley's plan

to raise a force of Texans to take con

trol of all New Mexico. His immediate

objective was to capture military sup

plies from Union forts in New Mexico

and to recruit New Mexicans, Utah

Mormons, and Colorado miners to the

Confederate cause. The mineral wealth of

Colorado and California would fund the

Confederacy and the ports of California

might have provided blockade-free inter

national trade.

INTRODUCTION Col. Edward R. S. Canby, Union commander of the

Department of New Mexico, soon learned of the
invasion plans. With only 2,500 Federal troops in
New Mexico, Canby appealed to the territories of

New Mexico and Colorado to organize companies
of volunteers. By early 1862, Canby had 4,000 troops
at the ready.

Meanwhile, Sibley had begun his move up the

Rio Grande with 2,500 Fourth, Fifth, and Seventh

Texas Mounted Riflemen. The first major battle in

the territory took place at Valverde, near Fort Craig,

100 miles south of Albuquerque, on February 21,
1862. Drawing the Union troops out of the fort, the
Confederate Texans won the hard-fought battle.
Canby and his troops withdrew into the fort. Sibley
decided to press on to Albuquerque, reluctant to
attack the fort without sufficient men, artillery, and
supplies to lay siege to the secure Union defenders.

Sibley had no fear of pursuit by the cautious Canby;

the Confederates considered the Union forces too

demoralized and disorganized to continue the fight.

In Colorado, the First Regiment of Colorado
Volunteers had formed under the command of

Col. John P. Slough and began their march to New

Mexico. The 950 Pikes Peakers covered the 400

miles to Fort Union in 13 days, arriving on March
10 to reinforce the fort's 800 troops. Taking com

mand of Fort Union and violating his orders to

remain there. Slough and the Colorado volunteers,
augmented by regular army troops and New Mexico

volunteers, headed toward Santa Fe on the Santa

Fe Trail. By March 25, the Union vanguard of 420
under the command of Maj. John M. Chivington set

up Camp Lewis at Kozlowski's Stage Stop near the
Pecos Pueblo ruins.

After the battle at Valverde, Sibley sent Maj.

Charles Pyron and his Fifth Texas Regiment ahead
of the main Confederate force to capture the unpro

tected capital of Santa Fe. The Confederate flag
flew over the Palace of the Governors on March 13.

Pyron's Texans then made their way up the Santa Fe
Trail toward Fort Union and camped at Johnson's
Ranch in Apache Canyon, unaware of the Union
camp nine miles east. The rest of the Union troops

were 16 miles back at Bernal Springs. The rest of
the Confederates were camped at Galisteo south of
Santa Fe.

MARCH 26 AND 27
On the morning of March 26, Chivington and a

group of Colorado Volunteers left Camp Lewis on
a reconnaissance mission to find the location and

size of the Texas force. They surprised and captured

a Confederate scouting party at Glorieta Pass. A

short distance away, they ran into the main body of
Pyron's Confederates near present-day Valencia.
Battle lines were quickly formed and the two pieces

of Texas artillery began shelling the Union troops.
Union skirmishers were deployed in flanking move
ments on the overlooking hills and their fire quickly
made the Confederate position impossible.

The Union cavalry failed to charge the retreat

ing Confederates as instructed, enabling the

Texans to escape and re-establish their defenses.

They destroyed a log bridge to impede the Union

advance, but the Union cavaliy crossed the gap

and charged into the Confederate ranks. About 70
Confederates were pushed into a small box canyon
and captured.

As night fell, both sides called a truce to care

for their casualties. Pyron and his Confederates
returned to Johnson's Ranch, set up defenses and

waited for reinforcements under Col. William

Scurry to arrive from Galisteo, 15 miles away. Union

troops withdrew to Pigeon's Ranch for the night
and returned to Camp Lewis the next morning,
where Slough was waiting with his troops.

That night, Union spies warned Slough of the
reinforced Confederate force at Johnson's Ranch. A

flanking movement was devised: Chivington and Lt.
Col. Manuel Chavez of the New Mexico Volunteers

would take 450 men over Glorieta Mesa to harass

the Confederate right flank or rear. Meanwhile,

Slough and the remaining 900 men would move

directly against the Confederates along the Santa Fe
Trail.




