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Scotts Bluff is a massive p romontory r ising 
800 feet above the valley f loor and 4,649 feet 
above sea level. Named for Hiram Scot t , a fur 
t rapper who died in the vic ini ty about 1 828, the 
bluff is an ancient landmark and was noted by 
the earliest t r ibes whose records have been 
preserved. To the Indians of the Plains, Scotts 
Bluff was Me-a-pa-te, or "the-hil l-that-is-hard-
to-go-around." 

The bluff was once part of the ancient High 
Plains. Erosion over long periods has cut down 
the sur rounding valleys to their present level, 
leaving Scotts Bluff and the adjoining hills as 
remnants of the unbroken plains which now 
lie far ther to the west. 

The Nor th Platte Valley, of wh ich Scotts Bluff 
is the dominant natural feature, has been a hu
man migrat ion cor r idor for centur ies. Some 
stone ar t i facts found here indicate that man has 
been here for more than 10,000 years. When 
whi te men f i rs t arr ived, they found that this 
area was a favor i te hunt ing ground of Sioux, 
Cheyenne, and Arapaho Indians, for here vast 
herds of buffalo came to water . 

The f i rst whi te men to see Scot ts Bluff were 
Robert Stuart and his companions, who in 1812-
13 passed by carry ing dispatches to John Ja
cob Astor f rom his new fur post in Oregon. In 
the years that fo l lowed, t rappers and t raders 

saw it when they brought their beaver pelts 
down the Platte River to sett lements far ther 
east; and explorers and missionaries passed the 
bluff on their way f rom advance posts of civil
ization into the western wi lderness. 

In 1843 the vanguard of a great pioneer army 
passed Scotts Bluff in the f i rs t large migrat ion 
to Oregon. Four years later Br igham Young led 
the f i rs t group of his fo l lowers past the bluff 
on the nor th side of the Platte, a route later 
famous as the M o r m o n Trai l . The 2 years fo l low
ing the discovery of gold in Cal i fornia in 1848 
saw more than 150,000 men, women, and chi l
dren travel ing th rough the area. 

In 1860-61 Pony Express riders gal loped th rough 
Mi tchel l Pass. They were fo l lowed short ly by 
the f i rs t t ranscont inenta l te legraph. The Over
land Mai l , Pony Express, Pacif ic Telegraph, and 
Overland Stage built stat ions near Scotts Bluff. 
In 1864 Fort Mi tchel l was established 2V2 miles 
to the nor thwest to protect stagecoaches and 
wagon trains on the Oregon Trai l . The fo l lowing 
year the North Platte Valley was considered as a 
possible route for the Union Pacif ic, then bui ld
ing westward to link up w i th the Central Pacific 
to fo rm the f i rst t ranscont inenta l ra i l road, but 
a line th rough Cheyenne was chosen instead. 
The complet ion of the rai l road in 1869 marked 
the decline of the Oregon Trai l , a l though it con
t inued in use locally fo r many years. 

In the late 1870's and early 1880's, Scot ts Bluff 
was the geographical center of the open-range 
catt le industry, the last great romant ic episode 
of the f ront ier . Wi th the arr ival of the f i rs t home
steaders in the Nor th Platte Valley in 1885, the 
local f ront ier disappeared and Scot ts Bluff 
became a symbol of the Nation's past. 

ABOUT YOUR V I S I T 

Scotts Bluff Nat ional Monument adjoins the 
south bank of the Nor th Platte River 3 miles 
west of Gering via Nebr. 92, wh ich bisects the 
area f rom east to west. The monument is 5 miles 
southwest of the t own of Scot tsb lu f f via U.S. 
26, wh ich connects w i th Nebr. 92 nor th of the 
river. From U.S. 30 it is 42 miles to the monu
ment via Nebr. 7 1 . 

The visi tor center contains exhibits tel l ing the 
story of the westward migrat ion and recall ing 
Scotts Bluff 's role as a landmark on the Oregon 
and Mormon Trails. Paintings by Wil l iam Henry 
Jackson, the famous pioneer photographer and 
art ist who fo l lowed the Oregon Trai l as a bull-
whacker in 1 866, are also displayed. 

Please help preserve Scotts Bluff by not disturbing 
vegetation, wildlife, or natural features, defacing 
any structures or signs, or driving off established 
roads. 



POINTS OF INTEREST 

The Summit Self-guiding Trail, extending to the 
north and south overlooks f rom the summit park
ing area, is 0.6 of a mile long, hard surfaced, and 
an easy grade. The trai l guide booklet, keyed to 
17 numbered posts along the t ra i l , explains the 
natural and historical features of the monument. 
From the north overlook there is a panorama of 
the North Platte Valley, highlighted by several fa
mous landmarks: Chimney Rock, 25 miles to the 
east, and Laramie Peak, 100 miles to the west. 
From the south overlook, you look down on the 
Oregon Trail approach to Mitchell Pass. The 
summit trai l offers other grand vistas. 

Oregon Trail Traces of the Oregon Trail are still 
visible within the park. From the visitor center you 
can fol low the trail about half a mile to the place 
where William H. Jackson camped in 1866. 

Scotts Bluff 

FOR YOUR SAFETY 
Watch for rattlesnakes. Do not venture off the 
path to the cliff's edge while on the Summit Trail. 
Stay etn all trails. Firearms are not permitted in 
the park. 

ADMIN ISTRATION 

Scotts Bluff National Monument is administered 
by the National Park Service, U.S. Department 
of the Inter ior. A super intendent, whose address 
is Box 427, Ger ing. NB 6 9 3 4 1 , is in immedi
ate charge. 

As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the 
Department of the Interior has responsibility for 
most of our nationally owned public lands and 
natural resources. This includes fostering the 
wisest use of our land and water resources, pro
tect ing our fish and wildl i fe, preserving the en
vironmental and cultural values of our national 
parks and historical places, and providing for the 
enjoyment of life through outdoor recreation. The 
Department assesses our energy and mineral re
sources and works to assure that their develop
ment is in the best interests of all our people. The 
Department also has a major responsibility for 
American Indian reservation communities and for 
people who live in Island Territories under U.S. 
administration. 
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