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A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks are 
administered by the National Park Service, 
U.S. Department of the Interior. 

The superintendent's headquarters are at Ash 
Mountain. His address is: Sequoia and Kings 
Canyon National Parks, Three Rivers, Calif. 
9 3 2 7 1 . 

As the Nation's pr inc ipal conservat ion agency, 
the Depar tment of the Inter ior has basic respon
sibi l i t ies fo r water , f i sh , w i ld l i fe , minera l , land, 
park, and recreat ional resources. Indian and Ter-
t o r i a l a f f a i r s are o t h e r ma jo r c o n c e r n s o f 
America's "Depar tment of Natura l Resources." 
The Depar tment works to assure the wisest 
choice in managing all our resources so each 
wi l l make its fu l l con t r ibu t ion to a better United 
States—now and in the fu tu re . 
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WHAT TO SEE 

The features of these parks are so numerous 
and so diverse you wi l l have a wide choice of 
th ings to see. What you f ind wi l l depend upon 
your interest, your mode of t rave l , and your 
t ime. 

GIANT FOREST, SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK. 
Some of the f inest groups of giant sequoias can 
be seen at Giant Forest. Here, t oo , is the Gen
eral Sherman Tree, largest and one of the oldest 
of l iving th ings. Its age is est imated at more 
than 3,000 years. Here also you can see Moro 
Rock, Crescent Meadow, Crystal Cave, and 
Takopah Valley. Shor t climbs to Mo ro Rock and 
Lit t le Baldy open up superb views of valley, 
forest , and high mountain scenery. Tours 
th rough Crystal Cave are conducted daily, mid-
June th rough Labor Day.from 9 a.m. unt i l 3 p.m.; 
v2 -mile walk; wraps needed; entrance fee. 

GRANT GROVE, KINGS CANYON NATIONAL 
PARK. Grant Grove is somewhat separated 
f rom the main body of the park. In it is the Gen
eral Grant Tree, second in size only to the Gen
eral Sherman Tree. Another notable giant, is 
the General Lee Tree, second largest in the 
grove. In st r ik ing contrast to these l iv ing sur
v ivors of ant iqui ty is the weathered Centennial 
S tump, remnant of a t ree cut in 1875 to provide 
an exhibi t fo r the Philadelphia Wor ld 's Fair. 
Big Stump Basin, where age-old trees were 
cut dur ing the logging era, is nearby. 

KINGS CANYON AND CEDAR GROVE. Kings 
Canyon is a steep-walled valley of the South 
Fork of the Kings River. Tower ing peaks rise to 
heights of 1 mile or more above the st ream. 
Cedar Grove is the center of act iv i ty in Kings 
Canyon and a popular base for extensive t rai l 
t r ips into the high count ry . Zumwal t Meadow, 
Roaring River Falls, and Mist Falls are readily 
accessible. 

THE HIGH COUNTRY. This is a vast region of 
unbroken wi lderness, of mounta ins, canyons, 
r ivers, lakes, and meadows. Evolut ion Basin, 

Kern Canyon, Tehipite Valley, and Simpson Mea
dow are a few of the places where you can f ind 
the spectacular and unspoiled scene. Only by 
t rai l can you gain acquaintance w i th this rug
ged but f r iendly count ry . The Sierra crest , 
ranging in elevation f r om 11,000 feet to 14,495 
feet at the summit of Moun t Whi tney, forms the 
eastern boundary of the parks. There are sev
eral hundred miles of t ra i l ; those in the higher 
elevations are generally open f rom late June 
th rough September. 

THINGS TO DO 

SCENIC DRIVES. Generals Highway (open all 
year) is the main road that connects Sequoia 
and Kings Canyon. It winds th rough the sequoia 
belt and covers 46 miles (2 hours dr iv ing t ime) 
f rom the Ash Mounta in Entrance to G rant G rove. 
Branching off f rom it are other roads that take 
you to other a t t ract ions or w i th in short t ra i l 
distances of them. From Grant Grove,you trav
el 30 miles on Calif. 180 th rough Sequoia Na
t ional Forest and along the South Fork of the 
Kings River to Cedar Grove. The road then con
t inues for 6 miles th rough the canyon to Copper 
Creek. Here you are beneath solid grani te walls 
that tower thousands of feet above the canyon 
f loor . 

HIKING. Self-guiding nature trai ls are available 
at Giant Forest and Grant Grove. Numerous 
trai ls w ind th rough the Giant Forest, Grant 
Grpve, and Cedar Grove areas. More than 900 
miles of trai ls invite you to visit the high count ry . 

SADDLE HORSES. You can rent saddle horses 
at corra ls near Giant Forest (at Wolver ton) , 
Grant Grove, or Cedar Grove; in Owens Valley, 
on the east side of the Sierra; and at many other 
places around the borders of the parks. 

FISHING. You wi l l f ind t r ou t f ishing in almost 
every lake and stream. Park waters contain 
brook, b rown , ra inbow, and golden t rou t . The 
most popular f ishing spots are along the Kings 
River and the forks of the Kaweah River. You 

can buy a Cali fornia f ishing license at the stores. 
Certain closures and special regulat ions are in 
effect f rom t ime to t ime, so check at a vis i tor 
center, at a bulletin board, or w i th a ranger 
before you f ish. 

NATURALIST SERVICES 

The National Park Service provides many ser
vices in the parks to help you understand these 
areas and their special features. These include: 

GUIDED TRIPS. Schedules for natural ist-con
ducted walks, th rough the big-tree areas and to 
impor tant scenic points in summer, are posted 
on bul let in boards. Most walks are one-half day 
or less in durat ion. 

CAMPFIRE PROGRAMS. I l lustrated talks on 
various aspects of the t w o parks are given at 
evening campf i re programs at Giant Forest , 
Grant Grove, Dorst , Lodgepole, and Cedar 
Grove in summer. Weekly programs are posted. 

VISITOR CENTERS. Open daily at both Lodge-
pole and Grant Grove.these feature exhibits and 
in format ion on the sequoias, park wi ld l i fe , ge
ology, history, and Indians. 

YOU NEED TO KNOW 

ABOUT YOURSELF AND FAMILY. Avo id over
exer t ion. Accustom yourself gradual ly to stren
uous hikes and to the higher elevation of the 
mountains. Stay on the t ra i ls . Avo id t r ips alone. 
Tell one of your party or a park ranger where 
you are going and when you expect to be back. 
Be sure that your chi ldren do not get lost. 

YOUR CAR. Some mountain roads are crooked 
and steep —so always dr ive on your own side. 
Drive slowly and shif t into second or low gear 
to con t ro l your speed. Cont inuous use of your 
brakes may cause them to overheat, possibly 
resul t ing in loss of con t ro l of your car. Where-
ever you dr ive, observe posted speed l imits; 
pract ice the courtesies of the road. 

YOUR CAMP. Camp only in a designated area. 
On t ra i l t r ips , camp where others have camped 
before. Permits, required for trai ls ide or back-
country campf i res, can be obtained at ranger 
stat ions. Bui ld your campf i re in the f i replace 
provided. Use refuse receptacles. 

PETS. You may take your pets into the parks. 
However, fo r the pro tect ion of park wi ld l i fe , 
they must be kept under physical con t ro l at all 
t imes—caged, leashed, or conf ined in your car 
— and they may not be taken on park t ra i ls , to 
campf i re programs, or into v is i tor centers, 
stores, and eating establ ishments. 

FIRES AND SMOKING. Do not smoke whi le 
t ravel ing along the trai ls. If you wan t to smoke, 
stop, clear the ground around you , smoke, put 
it out , and then move on . Break your match 
before th row ing it away. Never leave a camp-
f i re unat tended; always ext inguish it w i t h wa
ter. Dur ing the f i re season, f rom about late June 
to October, smoking in moving cars is not per
mit ted below 6,000 feet elevat ion. 
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PARK FEATURES. All things in the parks-
flowers, trees, rocks, minerals, wildlife—must be 
left unharmed for others to enjoy. Preservation 
is a matter of law; it is also a matter of consider
ation for others and of good citizenship. 

WILDLIFE. It is dangerous for you to get near 
wild animals, even though they may appear 
tame. Some have become accustomed to hu
mans, but they are still wild and may seriously 
injure you if you approach them. Regulations 
that prohibit feeding, teasing, touching, or mo
lesting them are enforced for your own safety. 

FACILITIES 

LODGES AND CABINS. Giant Forest Lodge 
(American and European plans) and Grant Grove 
Lodge (European plan) open late May to Octo
ber. Camp Kaweah (European plan) cabins and 
motel-type rooms, all year. 

HOUSEKEEPING CABINS. Camp Kaweah, open 
all year; Meadow Camp and Grant Grove, late 
May to October. Pinewood Camp (partial ly 
equipped cabins) in Giant Forest, early June to 
early September. 

TRAILSIDE CAMP. Bearpaw Meadow Camp has 
wood-platform tents and lodge with meals, 11 
miles from Giant Forest on High Sierra Trail (no 
road), f rom late June to early September. 

Reservations for lodges and cabins should be 
made by writing to Sequoia and Kings Canyon 
National Parks Co., Sequoia National Park, 
Calif. 93262 (winter, Visalia, Calif. 93277). 

CAMPGROUNDS. Equipped with running wa
ter, toilets, fireplaces, and tables. Gasoline 
stove recommended. Firewood may be pur
chased. Camping is permitted only in desig
nated campgrounds and at established camp
sites along the trails. Lodgepole and Cedar 
Grove camps are best suited to trailer use, 
though they have no electrical or sewer connec
tions. Occupancy limited to 14 days; no reser
vations can be made. Most campgrounds open 
from June 1 until closed by snow in October. 
Winter camping at Potwisha. 

FOOD AND SUPPLIES. Coffee shop at Giant 
Forest open all year; Grant Grove, late May to 
October (lunch service only in winter). Dining 
room at Giant Forest Lodge open late May to 
October. 

STORES. General supplies and curios at Giant 
Forest, Lodgepole, Grant Grove, and Cedar 
Grove in summer; limited staples at Giant For
est and Grant Grove in winter. 

EQUIPMENT RENTAL. Camping and hiking sup
plies, including tents, cots, and mattresses, at 
Pinewood Camp, Giant Forest; snowshoes and 
ski equipment at Wolverton; figure and hockey 
skates at Lodgepole. 

POST OFFICE. Giant Forest, Sequoia National 
Park, Calif. 93262, open all year; Grant Grove, 
Kings Canyon National Park, Calif. 93633, 




