
Theodore 
Roosevelt 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL PARK 
NORTH DAKOTA 

77i/s national memorial park honors Theodore 

Roosevelt. In his North Dakota cattle ranches dur

ing the 1880s Roosevelt had a laboratory in which 

he began to develop his philosophy of practical 

conservation. He also learned to understand the 

West—its problems and its rugged settlers. As 

President (1901-9), his national conservation 

policy was based upon wise use of the Nation's 

natural resources in the public interest—a major 

milestone in resource management. 

THE BADLANDS OF NORTH DAKOTA 
These bad lands s t r a d d l e t h e f i na l 3 2 0 k i l o m e t e r s 

(200 miles) o f t h e L i t t l e M i s s o u r i R iver a n d span 

i ts va l ley f o r a d i s t a n c e o f 8 t o 4 8 k i l o m e t e r s (5 t o 

3 0 miles.) M o v i n g w a t e r s c a r v e d t h i s va l l ey , one 

of m a n y t h a t have c u t i n t o t h e a n c i e n t , p re -g lac ia l 

p la ins . S t a r t i n g s o m e 60 m i l l i on years a g o , t h e 

w a t e r s c a r r i e d e r o d e d ma te r i a l s e a s t w a r d f r o m 

t h e Rocky M o u n t a i n s a n d d e p o s i t e d t h e m as sedi 

m e n t s on a vas t l o w l a n d . Then f o l l o w e d a w a r m 

ra iny p e r i o d o f m a n y c e n t u r i e s w h e n a j u n g l e 

c o v e r e d a l a rge area o f t h e f l a t l o w l a n d s and 

s w a m p s . S o m e o f t h e s w a m p v e g e t a t i o n w a s 

b u r i e d by n e w layers o f s e d i m e n t , and e v e n t u a l l y 

b e c a m e l i gn i t e , a t y p e o f s o f t coa l . 

D u r i n g t h e f i na l d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e p la ins , c l o u d s 

o f ash , f r o m t h e m o u n t a i n - b u i l d i n g v o l c a n o e s o f 

t h e w e s t , d r i f t e d e a s t w a r d a n d s e t t l e d o n th i s l and . 

In t i m e , t h e ash d e c o m p o s e d and t o d a y is e x p o s e d 

in layers o f b lue b e n t o n i t e c lay. 

A f t e r t h e p la ins had been t h u s d e v e l o p e d , m a n y 

s t r eams t h a t d r a i n e d t h i s l and s t a r t e d t o c u t d o w n 

t h r o u g h t h e s o f t s t r a t a and to s c u l p t u r e t h e bad

lands in an i n f i n i t e v a r i e t y o f b u t t e s , t a b l e l a n d s , 

va l l eys , a n d g o r g e s . 

S t a r t i n g s o m e 6 ,000 t o 3 ,000 years ago a n d con 

t i n u i n g i n t o t h e p r e s e n t , g rass f i r es and l i g h t n i n g 

occas iona l l y set f i r e t o exposed ve ins o f l i gn i te . 

The heat f r o m these f i r es bakes t h e s u r r o u n d i n g 

sand and c lay t o a n a t u r a l , r ed -b r i ck m a t e r i a l , 

l oca l l y ca l l ed " s c o r i a . " Th is red s c o r i a , v e r y resis

t a n t t o e r o s i o n , is a la te a d d i t i o n t o t h e c o l o r f u l 

r o c k s o f t h e b a d l a n d s . 

The i n t e r d e p e n d e n t w e b o f l i fe o f t h e bad lands 

d e p e n d s u p o n t h e g rasses and u p o n ava i lab le 

w a t e r . W i t h o u t t h e g rasses a n d o t h e r p lan ts , t h e 

an ima ls have no f o o d . W i t h o u t w a t e r , t h e p lan ts 

have no l i fe . A v a i l a b l e w a t e r d i c t a t e s l o c a t i o n , 

k i n d s , q u a n t i t y , a n d t h e success o f p l an t g r o w t h . 

Ra in fa l l is m o s t l y f r o m M a y t h r o u g h J u l y and 

ave rages o n l y 3 7 . 5 c e n t i m e t e r s (1 5 inches) a year. 

Grasses can t h r i v e o n th i s a m o u n t o f w a t e r . 

T h e r e f o r e , t h e y a re t h e d o m i n a n t v e g e t a t i o n and 

r e p r e s e n t t h e o l d e s t and m o s t e n d u r i n g g r o u n d 

c o v e r . Bushes r e q u i r e m o r e m o i s t u r e t h a n 

g rasses , b u t s o m e can g r o w here . The s a g e b r u s h , 

f o r i n s t a n c e , g r o w s e v e r y w h e r e because i ts l ong 

r o o t s can reach d o w n in t h e so i l t o m o i s t u r e . T rees 

a re f o u n d on l y in l o c a t i o n s m o s t f a v o r a b l e t o t h e m 

because t h e y r e q u i r e m u c h w a t e r ove r a l onge r 

p e r i o d . 

Typical badlands scenery. 

Roosevelt's Maltese Cross Cabin. 

Roosevelt in 1884. 

T h e r e is e n o u g h m o i s t u r e on r i v e r b a n k s a n d in 

rav ines t o sus ta in g r o v e s o f c o t t o n w o o d s , w h i c h 

o f f e r f o o d and she l t e r f o r w h i t e t a i l and mu le deer . 

The n o r t h - f a c i n g s lopes g e t less sun and the re 

f o r e have less e v a p o r a t i o n . Th is p e r m i t s t h e 

g r o w t h o f g r e e n ash a n d j u n i p e r t r ees , w h e r e a s 

t h e w a r m e r a n d d r i e r s o u t h - f a c i n g d ra inages de

v e l o p s e m i a r i d h a b i t a t p l an ts s u c h as y u c c a , cac

t u s , g r e a s e w o o d , a n d a f e w spec ia l i zed grasses . 

Rabb i t s , beavers , r a c c o o n s , p o r c u p i n e s , a n d 

p ra i r i e d o g s eat p lan ts a n d , in t u r n , b e c o m e f o o d 

f o r c o y o t e s , f oxes , b o b c a t s , g o l d e n eag les , a n d 

o t h e r p r e d a t o r y b i rds . Rept i les and sma l le r b i r ds 

a n d m a m m a l s he lp t o m a i n t a i n c o n t r o l o f t h e in

sec t p o p u l a t i o n . 

H u m a n s have caused m a n y c h a n g e s in t h e w e b 

o f l i fe he re . In t h i s area t h e y h u n t e d t o e x t i n c t i o n 

t h e w a p i t i ( "e lk" ) , w o l f , b i g h o r n , b i son ( "bu f f a l o " ) , 

a n d a n t e l o p e . But t h e Na t i ona l Park Serv i ce a n d 

t h e S ta te have r e s t o r e d t h e b i g h o r n , b i s o n , a n d 

a n t e l o p e . 

THE F I R S T C A T T L E R A N C H E S 

In t h e 1 8 8 0 s t h e w e s t e r n Dako tas w e r e a vas t 

a rea o f u n s u r v e y e d p u b l i c l and t h a t c o u l d n o t 

be p r i v a t e l y o w n e d o r f e n c e d . W h e n t h e N o r t h e r n 

Pac i f i c R a i l r o a d passed t h r o u g h N o r t h Dako ta 

and m a d e t h e area e c o n o m i c a l l y access ib le , ad

v e n t u r o u s m e n w h o h o p e d t o m a k e m o n e y in t h e 

o p e n - r a n g e c a t t l e bus iness , b e g a n t o m o v e in . 

They needed on l y t o b u y c a t t l e a n d le t t h e i r s t o c k 

r o a m at w i l l , f e e d i n g o f f t h e g rasses o f t h e p u b l i c 

d o m a i n . 

T h e o d o r e Rooseve l t , a y o u n g N e w Y o r k assembly 

m a n , a r r i v e d in t h e bad lands in S e p t e m b e r 1 8 8 3 

f o r a b u f f a l o hun t . The b i son w e r e a l ready b e c o m 

ing sca r ce because o f s l a u g h t e r by t h e h ide hun t 

ers. Rooseve l t asked a n u m b e r o f r a n c h e r s f o r 

adv i ce o n w h e r e t o f i n d t h e b i s o n a n d also dis

cussed w i t h t h e m t h e p r o s p e c t s f o r t h e o p e n - r a n g e 

ca t t l e bus iness . B e f o r e r e t u r n i n g t o t h e east 

coas t , he j o i n e d t w o o t h e r m e n as a p a r t n e r in t h e 

M a l t e s e C ross R a n c h . As his c o n t r i b u t i o n he 

b o u g h t 4 0 0 s h o r t h o r n c a t t l e t o g raze o n t h e pub

lic d o m a i n . His p a r t n e r s w e r e t o t a k e ca re o f t h e 

r a n c h o p e r a t i o n s . 

A f t e r a r a t h e r u n s u c c e s s f u l h u n t , Rooseve l t re

t u r n e d t o N e w Yo rk a n d in N o v e m b e r w a s re

e lec ted t o t h e S ta te A s s e m b l y . A f e w m o n t h s la te r , 

in F e b r u a r y 1 8 8 4 , his w i f e a n d m o t h e r d ied on t h e 

same day. His m i n d and s p i r i t w e r e heavy w i t h 

g r i e f a n d lone l iness , a n d t h e y o u n g m a n r e t u r n e d 

to t h e D a k o t a r a n c h t o rega in his v i g o r a n d sense 

o f p u r p o s e t h r o u g h phys i ca l a n d bus iness ac t i v i 

t ies. Th is s o j o u r n in t h e bad lands also enab led h im 

t o a v o i d c a m p a i g n i n g as an a c t i v e R e p u b l i c a n f o r 

James G. B la ine f o r P res iden t . He es tab l i shed a 

s e c o n d o p e n - r a n g e r a n c h , t h e E l k h o r n , as his o w n 

o p e r a t i o n w h i l e c o n t i n u i n g as a p a r t n e r in t h e 

M a l t e s e Cross . 

Tra i l d r i ves o f l a rge n u m b e r s o f c a t t l e w e r e f re 

q u e n t in t h e 1 8 8 0 s . The c a t t l e w e r e d r i v e n al l t h e 

w a y f r o m t h e Texas -Ok lahoma b o r d e r on t h e Red 

River , s o m e 1,920 k i l o m e t e r s (1 ,200 mi les) t o 

cho i ce g rass lands near M e d o r a a n d o t h e r po i n t s in 

N o r t h Dako ta a n d M o n t a n a . Th is " i n v a s i o n " in

c reased t h e n u m b e r o f c a t t l e in t h e b a d l a n d s w i t h 

l i t t l e t h o u g h t a b o u t t h e c a p a c i t y o f t h e g rasses t o 

s u p p o r t t h e m . Then c a m e d isas te r . 

In 1 8 8 6 , an u n u s u a l l y ho t and d r y s u m m e r t h a t 

seared t h e r a n g e l a n d w a s f o l l o w e d by a seve re 

w i n t e r . The i n tense c o l d w a s a c c o m p a n i e d by 

heavy s n o w f a l l s t h a t , in m a n y a reas , b u r i e d t h e 

g rass t h e c a t t l e w o u l d f e e d u p o n d u r i n g w i n t e r s 

o f l i gh t s n o w f a l l . Ca t t l e w a n d e r e d f o r m i les seek

ing p a s t u r e , o n l y t o d ie o f s t a r v a t i o n a n d exhaus

t i o n . S o m e he rds w e r e a l m o s t w i p e d o u t a n d m a n y 

o f t h e c a t t l e m e n w e n t b r o k e , i n c l u d i n g s o m e o w n 

ers o f t h e l a rges t he rds . Rooseve l t ' s o p e r a t i o n s 

w e r e o f m e d i u m s ize, a n d his he rds w e r e g r e a t l y 

r e d u c e d . B u t he w a s n o t t h e r e t o w i t n e s s his 

losses. 

He had r e t u r n e d t o N e w Yo rk in t h e la te s u m m e r o f 

1 8 8 6 t o s t a n d f o r e l e c t i o n f o r m a y o r o f N e w Y o r k ; 

in N o v e m b e r he w a s seve re l y d e f e a t e d . The nex t 

m o n t h he w a s in Eng land w h e r e he m a r r i e d his 

s e c o n d w i f e , Ed i th K e r m i t C a r o w . T h e y s p e n t t h e 

w i n t e r t r a v e l i n g in Europe . H o w e v e r , Rooseve l t 

d id n o t f o r g e t h is r a n c h e s , t h o u g h his i n t e r e s t de

c l i n e d , a n d he s p e n t on l y p a r t s o f 5 y e a r s — 1 8 8 7 , 

1 8 8 8 , 1 8 9 0 , 1 8 9 3 , 1 8 9 6 —in t h e bad lands . M e a n 

w h i l e he p u r s u e d an i n c r e a s i n g l y s u c c e s s f u l 

po l i t i ca l ca ree r in t h e East. He w a s a p p o i n t e d U.S. 

Civ i l Se rv i ce C o m m i s s i o n e r in 1 8 8 9 , p r e s i d e n t o f 

N e w Yo rk C i t y Po l i ce B o a r d in 1 8 9 5 , a n d Ass i s t an t 

S e c r e t a r y o f t h e Navy in 1 8 9 7 . Th is pos t he re

s i gned in 1 8 9 8 ; he c a m p a i g n e d f o r and w a s 

e lec ted G o v e r n o r o f N e w Yo rk t h a t N o v e m b e r t o 

serve f o r 2 years . Rooseve l t d i s p o s e d o f h is in

v e s t m e n t in N o r t h D a k o t a in 1 8 9 8 . 

As Pres iden t o f t h e U n i t e d S ta tes (1901 -09) Roose

ve l t j u d g e d t h e use o f t h e Na t ion ' s n a t u r a l re

s o u r c e s by va lues t h a t w e r e s c i e n t i f i c , scen i c , a n d 

h i s t o r i c , as w e l l as e c o n o m i c . He f o s t e r e d t h e 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e Fores t Se rv i ce in t h e U.S. 

D e p a r t m e n t o f A g r i c u l t u r e t o m a i n t a i n t h e f o r e s t s 

p e r p e t u a l l y . He a lso s i gned t h e A n t i q u i t i e s Ac t 

w h i c h p r o v i d e d t h a t areas o f o u t s t a n d i n g a rche -

o l og i ca l a n d h i s t o r i c a l va lue c o u l d be set as ide 

as na t i ona l m o n u m e n t s by Pres iden t ia l p r o c l a m a 

t i o n . By t h i s ac t , Rooseve l t p r o c l a i m e d 15 n a t i o n a l 

m o n u m e n t s a n d o b t a i n e d c o n g r e s s i o n a l a p p r o v a l 

f o r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f f i v e n a t i o n a l pa rks . 
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W I L D A N I M A L S ARE D A N G E R O U S 

B I S O N , t h o u g h a p p a r e n t l y t r a n q u i l , are w i l d and 

if d i s t u r b e d or a n n o y e d may a t tack you For y c u r 

o w n p r o t e c t i o n , v i ew t h e m f r o m a safe d i s tance 

RATTLESNAKES don ' t a lways g ive a w a r n i n g be

f o r e they s t r i ke Be on the a ie r t w h i l e w a l k i n g in. 

t h e park . PRAIRIE DOGS can in f l i c t a pa in fu l b i te 

if you a t t e m p t to feed t h e m a lso, t he i r b u r r o w s 

may ha rbo r ra t t l esnakes . A n y W I L D A N I M A L may 

s u d d e n l y b o u n d i n t o t he p a t h of a m o v i n g veh ic le . 

To a v o i d acc i den t s d r i ve w i t h c a u t i o n . M a n y 

spec ies are m o r e ac t i ve d u r i n g t he h o u r s of dark

ness, w h e n v i s ib i l i t y is r e s t r i c t e d . 



WHAT TO SEE AND DO 
The park is open all year, but the best time to visit is from May 
through October. During the winter months, portions of the 
park road may be closed, depending on snow conditions. 

You are invited to attend the park's summer interpretive 
programs. For information about the free campfire programs 
and guided walks, ask at the visitor center or at park or camp
ground entrance stations, or check any of the bulletin boards. 

An extensive system of back-country trails covers the park. 
Back-country use is regulated; for further information and a 
free back-country camping permit, ask at the visitor center. 

In the N o r t h Uni t 
A stop at the Ranger Station will help you plan and enjoy 
your visit. 

A SCENIC DRIVE starts at the entrance station and ends at 
Oxbow Overlook. Along this 21-kilometer (13-mile) drive are 
several turnouts and interpretive signs. 

A small herd of tonghorn steers may be seen between the 
entrance station and Squaw Creek Campground. Some long-
horns were trail-driven north from Texas along the Long X 
Trail which crosses the park. 

At slump block, a huge section of the bluff has slipped to the 
valley floor. Continued erosion has moved the face of the bluff 
farther back from this slump.The bands of color in the slump, 
once horizontal, are now at an angle, but it is easy to match 
the colors with the remnants at the top of the bluff. 

Squaw Creek Nature Trail. This 0.8-kilometer (1/2-mile) self-
guiding nature trail, which interprets the river woodland and 
badlands features, begins at Squaw Creek Campground. 

Caprock Coulee Nature Trail. About 2-1 /2 kilometers (1-1/2 
miles) westward of the Squaw Creek Campground is the start 
of a 1.2-kilometer (3/4-mile) self-guiding trail interpreting 
badlands coulees (dry water gulches) and breaks (interruptions 
in the grassy plains). At the end of the self-guiding portion of 
the trail, you may either retrace your steps or continue hiking 
along the Upper Caprock Coulee Trail to the Overlook Shelter 
and back down to the trailhead. This makes an 8-kilometer 
(5-mile) loop. From the Caprock Coulee trailhead you may also 
gain access to the Buckhorn Trail and follow it for 1.6 kilo
meters (1 mile) to a prairie dog town. 

SperatiPoint, accessible from Oxbow Overlook by trail, is the 
narrowest gateway in the badlands. The flow of the Little 
Missouri once continued north from here. Blocked during the 
ice age, the river broke through the gap between this point 
and the Achenbach Hills on the other side. While the river still 
flows northward to this area, it makes a sharp turn to the east. 

In t h e S o u t h Uni t 
A stop at the museum in the VISITOR CENTER will enrich 
your visit. The restored Maltese Cross Cabin, used by 
Roosevelt on his visits, has been relocated behind this 
building. 

PAINTED CANYON OVERLOOK is about 11 kilometers 
(7 miles) east of Medora along Int. 94, at Exit 8. Here on 
the upper margin of the badlands is a magnificent view of 
its topography and colors. Restrooms, picnic shelters, tables, 
and water are available. 

A small herd of feral horses may occasionally be seen in 
the area east of Painted Canyon. These are descendants of 
domestic horses that escaped from local ranches during the 
ranching heyday. 

SCENIC LOOP ROAD is a drive of about 58 kilometers (36 
miles) along a good paved road. There are a number of in
terpretive turnouts for views of significant park features. 

At Scoria Point, massive bluffs capped with red scoria show 
the place where a vein of lignite (coal) burned and baked 
the surrounding sand and clay into this natural brick, or 
scoria. Erosion has since removed the earth above this 
erosion-resistant material. 

At Ridgeline Nature Trail, a 1 kilometer (0.6 mile) self-
guiding loop trail interprets the badlands scenery and 
ecology. 

At Badlands Overlook, across the expanse of the Paddock 
Creek drainage, you can see hummocks covered with scoria. 

The Coal Vein Trail leads you through terrain changed by 
a fire that burned in this lignite vein from 1951 to early 
1977. The intense heat baked the adjacent clay and sand 
into brick-like scoria. Surface features and vegetation were 
disturbed by the underground fire. 

A short walk leads to Buck Hill, the highest point in the 
park: 870.2 meters (2,855 feet). Note the plantlife on the 
dry and hot south-facing slopes, and the tree growth on the 
moist and cool north-facing slopes. 

Boicourt Overlook affords one of the better views of the 
badlands in the park. 

At Wind Canyon, a short trail up the ridge overlooks the 
graceful oxbow in the Little Missouri River. 

The Jones Creek Trail is a 5.6 kilometer (3.5 mile) walk 
through the badlands and may be hiked from either end. 

During the heyday of the early cattle ranches in the 1880s, 
Peaceful Valley was a horse ranch. The high central section 
of the ranchhouse was built about 1885. 

The Elkhorn Ranch S i te 
A rough, poorly maintained dirt road of about 32 kilometers 
(20 miles) leads from the South Unit to the site of Theodore 
Roosevelt's second ranch, the Elkhorn. Almost nothing exists 
today of this ranch. Inquiry should be made before attempting 
this trip. 

A C C O M M O D A T I O N S A N D S E R V I C E S 
Entrance fees are collected during the summer season. 

Camping facilities include Cottonwood Campground (1 08 sites) 
in the South Unit and Squaw Creek Campground (50 sites) 
in the North Unit. Campsites are on a first-come basis; there 
are no trailer hookups. You will find other campgrounds near 
the park. 

Group camping for organized private or civic groups and clubs 
is available in the South Unit at the Halliday Well and Rough-
rider Campgrounds, and in the North Unit at a designated area 
in the Squaw Creek Campground. Groups must have a written 
reservation from the park superintendent. Riding groups with 
their own horses should write to the superintendent to make 
special arrangements. 

Picnicking is permitted at Painted Canyon, Peaceful Valley, and 
Squaw Creek. Please do not use the campground for picnicking. 

Saddle horses are for rent at Peaceful Valley in summer only. 
Guides are provided with all rides. 

Supplies and accommodations. Near the South Unit— Medora 
has stores for supplies, service stations, restaurants, motels, 
and souvenir shops. Near the North Unit—Watford City, 24 
kilometers (15 miles) north of the park entrance, has food 
stores, service stations, motels, camping, restaurants, and 
souvenir and other shops. 

R E G U L A T I O N S 
In order to preserve your Park, the use of it is governed by 
many regulations. Because all of them cannot be listed here, 
please read the regulations posted at campgrounds and other 
points. If you have any question about regulations or activi
ties, please ask. 

Use motqrjyehiclety and bicycles only on designated roads. 
Off-road and cross-country vehicular travel are prohibited. 

Keep pets leashed and under control; they are not allowed on 
trails or in buildings. 

Horses are not allowed in the campgrounds or picnic areas and 
should not be ridden on self-guiding nature trails. 

You may build fires only in the fire grates that are provided at 
campgrounds and picnic areas. No fires are permitted in the 
back country. 

All accidents involving personal injury or apparent property 
damage must be reported promptly. 

Weapons must be broken down and encased while in the 
park. Hunting is prohibited. 

The use or possession of fireworks or other explosives is 
prohibited. 

The parkenvironment is fragile and susceptible to damage. 
Leave all natural features undisturbed and do not feed or 
molest the wildlife. Collecting is prohibited. 

W A R N I N G 
Wildlife-is dangerous. All animals in the Park are wild and 
unpredictable. Keep your distance. 
Drinking water should be obtained from approved water 
sources. Much backcountry water is not fit for human use. 
The climate in the badlands is very harsh with extremes in 
temperature and sudden violent storms. Prepare yourself 
for a variety of conditions. 

CHATEAU DE MORES STATE HISTORIC SITE 
This 27-room chateau across the river from Medora, 

was built in 1884 by the Marquis de Mores for his wife. 
He was a wealthy French nobleman who built a slaughter

house to process beef from his large herds for shipping 
to the Eastern markets in the new refrigerated railroad 

cars. He also built the village, named for his wife, Medora. 
and persuaded the Northern Pacific Railroad to build a 

station there. He was an acquaintance of Theodore 
Roosevelt. The chateau is open to visitors all year 

depending on the weather. 


