Fort Pulaski National Monument




Refuge from Slavery

Cockspur Island

Congress determined that escaped
slaves who affiliated with Union
forces would not be returned to their
former Confederate masters and
classified them as “contraband.”
When Fort Pulaski fell, local slaves
sought refuge behind Union

lines. They shared their valuable
knowledge of the countryside with
the Union forces and were paid for
their labor.

To learn more, visit: www.nps.gov/fopu
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