


Known for the smoke-like haze that looms above the
peaks, the Great Smoky Mountains are embraced by some of
the greenest, most majestic forests in the world. These half-mil-
lion acres of the Appalachian highlands are home to an abun-
dance of plant and animal life. Perhaps the most stunning
among them are the rhododendron that flourish in summer.

History buffs enjoy the park’s various restored structures
from 19th-century farmsteads.

Clingmans Dome (6,642 feet), the park’s highest point, has
an observation tower providing eye-stretching vistas.
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