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In 2015, President Barack Obama issued a Presidential Proclamation making the Waco Mammoth Site a new unit of
the National Park System. Designated as the Waco Mammoth National Monument, this very special paleontological
site represents the nation's only recorded discovery of a nursery herd of Columbian mammoths.
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In 1978, two men discovered an unusual

bone in a ravine near the Bosque River,
within the northern outskirts of Waco, Texas.

They took the find to Baylor University's
Strecker Museum, where museum staff

identified it as part of a Columbian
mammoth femur. This now extinct species
lived during the Pleistocene Epoch (more
commonly known as the Ice Age) and
inhabited North America from southern

Canada to as far south as Costa Rica.

Strecker Museum staff quickly organized
a team to investigate the site. For the next
20 years, staff, students, and volunteers
spent countless hours excavating the Waco
Mammoth Site. Their efforts uncovered a

nursery herd of Columbian mammoths that
appear to have drowned together in a single
natural event between 65,000 and 72,000

years ago. The excavation effort also

discovered the remains of additional

mammoths and other Ice Age animals,
including a Western camel, saber-

toothed cat, dwarf antelope, American

alligator, and giant tortoise.

While most of the excavated bones are now

housed at Baylor University's Mayborn
Museum Complex, exposed bones remain
in situ (still in their original position within
the bone bed), which have been protected
in recent years by a climate-controlled
"dig shelter," allowing for both public
viewing and further scientific study.

Since 2009, the site has been open to the
public through the generous efforts of the
City of Waco, Baylor University, and the Waco
Mammoth Foundation. The National Park

Service is honored to join this productive
partnership and officially recognize the
Waco Mammoth Site as a national treasure.
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