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PItl Guns

On the morning of July 21, 1944, troops of

The landings on Guam were preceded by
days of heavy air and naval bombardment
from U.S. ships offshore. The Japanese, in
beaches at Asan. At the same time U.S.
troops landed to the south at Agat, near
preparation for the assault they knew was
Ga'an Point. These landings marked the
inevitable, heavily fortified the hills above
beginning of the recapture of Guam after 32 these beaches. By the time the smoke had
months of Japanese occupation during the
cleared and the island was declared secure
second World War. The assault was a
on August 10, many ofthese fortifications
critical part of the Marianas Campaign,
had been damaged; time and weather have
aimed at establishing a beachhead in the
taken their toll on the rest. Among the
western Pacific. Saipan (to the north) fell
more spectacular remains of the Japanese
to U.S. forces in July of 1944.
fortifications are three coastal defense guns
the 3rd U.S. Marine Division landed on the

in the hills above Piti.

Access to Piti Guns today is by way ofa
short(1/4 mile) but steep trail which begins

THE TRAIL TO PITI GUNS

the veiy next left onto Father Mel Street
and park on the right under the monkey pod

in the village of Piti. Drive 2 miles west of tree next to the church social hall (buses
the park visitor center on Marine Drive, and should use the church parking lot). The
turn left onto J.M. Tuncap Street, across

trailhead is just behind the wayside exhibit

from Santos Park. Drive to the end of the

panel at the base of the hill.

street and turn right at the stop sign. Take
The trail ascends steeply through thick
coastal jungle, reminiscent of that negoti
ated by both Japanese and U.S. troops.
Many of the large trees along the lower
portion of the trail are African tulip
(Spathodea campanulata). Their large
orange-red flowers are hard to miss. Some
of these trees are quite old (65 years or
more); one of the largest is on the left, about
halfway up the concrete steps. Note also the
Chinese or betel nut palms (Veitchia

From the Visitor Center, drive west 1.9 miles
on Marine drive, then turn left onto
J.M. TUNCAP drive
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merrilli). Prominent shrubs along the trail
include croton (Codiaeum vanegatum),
with dark green variegated leaves, and
hibiscus (Hibiscus). Spider lilies (Crinum
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The vegetation has changed-somewhat since
1944. Thick stands of tangantangan
(Leucaena) are now firmly established as a
result of Navy efforts at revegetation in
1947. Tangantangan has been on the island
for close to 100 years but has become
particularly invasive in the last 50 years.
After a steep ascent to the first gun, one is
rewarded with a view of Apra Harbor, the
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asiaticum) grow in profusion on the forest
floor, as do several different ferns.
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Orote Peninsula in the distance, and the

village ofPiti below. All were scenes of
fierce fighting during the 1944 battle.
During the pre-war years, Piti was a major
rice-growing area. Very little of Piti
survived the 1944 campaign.

