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What do national treasures like the (irand (lanyon, Independence I lall, Yellowstone 
and the Statue of I .ibertv haw in common with the (ireat Wall of < liina, laj Mahal, 
Galapagos Islands, and the lower of London? 

They are World 1 leritaae Sites. I he\ are Such outstanding universalis recognized 
natural and cultural features that the) atlraet admiration and interest in eonsei \a 
tion by people worldwide.They are a heritage Americans share u ith the world. 

The mere mention of their names evokes this nation's heritage and universal human 
values. Independence I lall honors the key American governmental documents 
whose words have echoed in struggles lor Independence and sell government 

around the world. I lie statue of Liberty, a gift of friendship from the French peo 
pie, is a universal symbol of freedom. Thomas Jefferson's designs for Montieello and 
(he I Iniversity of Virginia are recognized worldwide as exceptional examples of 
Neoclassical architecture. The massive fortifications of San Juan, Puerto Rico, recall 
the epie struggles of Spain with other European powers for empire in the Americas, 
.Mesa Made, (lhaco (aillure, ( ahokia Mounds and Pueblo deTaos are supreme 
achievements of Native American civilizations. 

And the I .S. sites embrace extraordinary natural wonders in the national parks: 
the world's tallest trees at Redwood, the Earth's longest underground passageways 
at Mammoth ( a\e, \oi th Ann H U'S largest assemblage of glaciers and peaks above 

16,000 feel at Wrangell-St. L'.lias/C ilacier Bay, the world's greatest geyser system at 
Yellowstone. Similar superlatives can be applied to Carlsbad Caverns, Everglades, 
Glacier, ( hand (lanyon, ( neat Smoky Mountains, Hawaii Volcanoes, Olympic, 
and Yosemite. 

The Inscription oi these 20 American properties as World 1 Eeritage sites formally 
recognizes the capadt) the 1 .s. has tor conserving the outstanding universal values 
whit h merit this international recognition, These I f.S. sites are connected to the 
global < ommunit) through the 1 ontemporary successor to the ancient list of the 
wonders ol the world the World I leritage I 1st. 

List of U.S. World Heritage Sites 

Cahokia Mounds 
State Historic Site 
Man,H) (HI by the Illinois Historic P IUMMV. i t ion 
AtjiTH y, ( ahokia Mounds Stale I list, : see, in 
Collinsville, Il l inois, is located on the Mississippi 
River f l oodp la in , across f r o m St I ouis, Missouri. 
This site was f irst inhabi ted hy Indians of the 
Late Wood land cul ture about AD 700. The site 
g rew dur ing the f o l l ow ing Mississippian per iod, 
af ter AD 900, and by AD 1050-1150, the 
Cahokia site was the regional 1 enter for the 
Mississippian cul ture w i t h many satell i te com 
munit ies, vi l lages and farmsteads a round it 
A f te r AD 1200, the popu la t ion began t o 
decline and tire site was abandoned by AD 
1400. In the lata 1600s, the Cahokia Indians (of 
the Ill inois ( o n l e d e n u y ) came to the aiea and 
it is f r om them that the site derives its name 
However, it is the bu i ld ing rmplishments 
a n H C u l t u r a l f l p w p l o n m p n t , o f tl,p> „ -» r l in r 

Indians t h a t make this site signif icant. They 
constructed more than 120 ear then mounds 
over an area of six sguare miles, a l though only 
80 survive today. These industr ious people 
moved ovei an est imated V> mi l l ion < ubir feel 
of ear th in woven baskets t o create this net
wo rk of mounds and communi ty plazas. Monks 
M o u n d , fo r example, covers 14 acres, rises 100 
feet , and was topped try a massive 5,000 
square- foot bu i ld ing another 50 feet h igh . As 
the largest prehistoi 11 earthen < oust 11 n l ion in 
t he Americas, Monks M o u n d is a testament t o 
the sophisticated engineer ing skills of these 
people. Addi t ional ly , they bui l t several 
"Woodhenges , " large post-circle monuments 
t h a t appear t o have been used us solai c alen 
dars, and they also const n 11 led several de l en 
sive palisades nearly t w o miles long a round 
the central ceremonial prer inc I Insr r ihed in 
1982 as a Cultural site, undei ( n ter iu C (iii) 
and (iv). For more in fo rmat ion , visit 
w w w r al iokiarnoi i i ids.com 

Chaco Culture 
Chaco Culture preserves a very special chapter 
in human histoiy and is comprised of several 
sites—Chaco Culture Nat ional Historical Park, 
Aztec Ruins Nat ional M o n u m e n t and f ive 
units administered try the Bureau of Land 
Munogomei n Angels, ( as, i i, Kin 
Nizhoni , Pierre's Site, and Halfway House. 
Between AD 850 and 1250, Chaco Canyon was 
a major center of ancestral Puebloan cul ture. 
Many diverse clans and peoples helped to cre-
ute a reremon at, trade, and adrr strutive 
center whose architecture, social organ izat ion 
and communi ty l ife was unl ike any th ing before 
or since. 

( h u m is remarkable loi its monumenta l publ i i 
arid c e r e m o n i a l bu i ld ings a n d its disUrict ive 
architecture. The Chacoan people combined 
pre p lanned architectural designs, ast ronomira l 
al ignments, gei uneti ,, lands' aping and engi 
neenng to 1 reate an am lent urban 1 entei 1 •' 
spectacular public architecture. Chaco was con 
nected to over 150 communi t ies th roughou t 
the region by engineered roads and a shared 
vision of the wo r l d . Af ter 1250, the people 
migrated from the area, moving sooth, east, 
and est, |, 11111 relatives l iving he Hopi 
Mesas, a long the Rio Grande, and around Zuni 
Moun ta in . 

The cultural sites of Chaco Culture are f ragi le 
and irreplaceable, and f o r m a signif icant part 
o f our g lobal her i tage. They are par t o f t he his
to ry and tradi t ions of the Hopi, the Pueblo 
peoples of New Mexico, and the Navajo, w h o 
c o n t i n u e I, • r e g i e , I e n d I,, - i , . o l i w ' i '.:••.• • i k e , : 

in 1987 as a Cultural site, under Criteria ( (in) 
For more in fo rmat ion , visit www.nps.gov/ thcu/ 

Glacier National Park 
Glacier Nat ional Park in nor thwestern Mont .ma 
on the Uni ted States side and Wa te r t on 
National Park in Alber ta on the Canuck.H 
were designated by law as the world 's hi si 
Internat ional Peace Park in 1932—Water I m i 
Glue KM Internat ional Pear e I'.nk The p a r i is 
traversed hy the I ewis Range and < onta in ;l 
s tanding cjlar i.il lakes and alpine si enery and is 
sirjnifii ant as a habitat exi epi ional ly n< h in 
plant and mammal I le 

Glacier N a t i o n a l Park has m o u n t a i n peaks 
exceeding 10,000 feet and includes nearly 50 
glaciers, many lakes and streams. The t w o 
parks sustain exceptional ly diverse and produc 
l ive habi tat , ref lected by the natural popula
tions n l large mammals and carnivores, includ 
incj wolves, bears and mounta in lions. Glacier 
National Purl II • nl} loi i t ion n the 48 con 
nam ms states \ here these three major preda 
tor populat ions still occur naturally. The park 
has a w ide variety of w i ld f lowers and wi ld l i fe , 
including b ighorn sheep and bald eagles. 

Waterton-Glacier Internat ional Peace Park pro
tects an impor tan t biological crossroads at the 
point where t he Rocky Mounta ins reach the i r 
narrowest w i d t h . The park celebrates t he 
longest undefended cont iguous border 
between two nat ions and reminds us t ha t 
nature knows no boundaries. Inscribed in 1995 
as a Natural site, under Criteria N (ii) and (iii). 
For more in form, i t ion , visit www.nps.gov/glac/ 

Carlsbad Caverns National Park 
Located in t he Chihuahuan Desert in southeast
ern New Mexico west o f the Pecos River, 
Carlsbad Caverns Nat ional Park is outs tanding 
in its profus ion, diversity and beauty of mineral 
fo rmat ions t ha t occur in a network of more 
than 100 l imestone caves. Lechuguil la Cave, in 
particular, is an underground laboratory where 
geological processes can be studied in ,1 v i i toa l 
ly intact set t ing. 

The park was established to preserve Carlsbad 
Cavern and numerous other caves w i t h i n a 
Permian-age fossil reef. The park contains 109 
k n o w n caves, including Lechuguil la Cave, the 
nation's deepest l imestone cave (1,604 feet) 
and th i rd longest (over 112 miles). Carlsbad 
Cavern, w i t h one of the world 's largest under
g round chambers and countless format ions, is 
aiso highiy accessible, w i t h a variety o t tours 
of fered year-round. Established first as a 
Nat ional M o n u m e n t on October 25,1923, il 
was made a Nat ional Park on May 14, 1930. 
Inscribed in 1995 as a Natural site, under 
Criteria N (i) and (iii). For more in fo rmat ion , 
visit www.nps.gov/caca/ 

Everglades National Park 
The Everglades, or Grassy Waters as the 
Seminole Indians call it, is a f ragi le ecosystem 
tha t demonstrates the del icate balance w i t h i n 
nature and the threats f r o m humank ind . It is 
f o rmed by a river o f fresh water t ha t or ig inal ly 
varied f r o m depths as l i t t le as 6 inches and 
st ick heel 111, ne 111,in MS miles wide, Fli iwing 
slowly across the f la t expanse of land at the 
southern t i p of Florida. Sawgrass marshes, pine 
f inests a n d m a n g r o v e islands s u j i p n i l a var ie ty 

of wi ld l i fe . In 1947, Everglades Nat ional Park 
was established and now covers more than 1.5 
mi l l ion acres. More than 300 species of birds 
have been recorded In the park. Several o f 
them, such as herons and egrets, were seriously 
threatened hy p lume hunters a! the turn ol the 
last century. Al l the park's varied w i ld l i fe , 
inc luding birds, al l igators, manatees and 
Florida panthers are now protected. The terres 
t r ia l and aquatic p lant and animal communi t ies 
have adapted to each other and t o t he cl imate 
o f we t summers and dry winters. They are, 
however, dependent on the f l o w of water 
which has been severely a l tered by urban and 
agr icul tura l deve lopment in south Florida 
beginn ing <il the turn of the last mu t i ny . Half 
o l I he in iginol I vciqlades has been drained 
and all water, unh id ing deliveries In the 
naln null par t , is harnessed th rough 1 an,lis and 
f loodgates S< lentisls and engineer , ale plan 
n ing ways to re establish, a more natural f l o w 
of water t o help meet the area's env i ronmenta l 
needs. Inscribed in 1979 as a Natural site, under 
Criteria N (i), (ii) and (iv). For more in fo rmat ion , 
visit www.nps.gov/ever/ 

Grand Canyon National Park 
I k e ( i i a n d 1 a i i y n t i r, an | the earth's r si l 

est on-go ing geological spectacles. Its vastness 
is s tunning, and the evidence it reveals about 
the earth's history is invaluable. Abou t 65 mil
l ion years ago in the earth's sh i f t ing, a hirge 
area of land was l i f ted a mile and a half above 
sea level, f o rm ing wha t is now the Colorado 
Plateau. For the lasl 5 1, mi l l ion yens , Hi, 
Colorado River has been slowly carving its way 
d o w n t h rough the many layers of rock. The 
river and its t r ibutar ies, toge ther w i t h the ero
sive forces of rain, snow, heat and cold, have 
fo rmed a spectacular gorge one-mi le deep and 
,il a nnn pi mils 18 miles a, u iss H U M ol, u f i i l 
strata of the canyon walls reveal t he rock for
mations of the earth's evo lu t ion f r o m nearly 2 
bi l l ion years ago. The river cont inues to carve 
in to the earth's surface. Inscribed in 1979 as a 
Natural site, under Criteria N (i), (ii), (iii) and 
(iv). For more in fo rmat ion , visit 
www.nps.gov/grca/ 

G r e a t S m o k y M o u n t a i n ' . 

N a t i o n a l P a r k 
The i hen T er l ieu i ihed this pl.K e as 
Sh.K onage, meaning "b lue, l i t e smoke " One 
ol the largest protei ted land am,is in the easl 
ern Uni ted Male, , Gr ta l Smoky Mounta ins 
National Pari, contains an enormous var iety o f 
plants and animal', biodiversity is indeed a 
wah In : , ,, s< ientists f r o m around the 
w o d d are i urrently engaged in a monumen ta l 
ef for t to hod and describe all o f t he est imated 
100,000 forms ot Ufa thai occur in these 
ancient mountains Sun e I he j i r o j ed began in 
1998, thousands Ot new p a d ie, m i l ' , have 
been dr., uvered and hundreds u l spaclas new 
to science have been ident i f ied 

Whi le Wor ld Heri tage status was confer red t o 
the Smokies pr imari ly for the park's natura l 
features, a signif icant record of human history 
is preserved here as wel l I m m Native 

i n o , an sites to one of the largest and finest 
, nl lei l inns o l Si nit hern Appalac hian vernac 111,1 r 
an hi lei tore tu he found anywhere, the park is 
he 1 ee|>ei o l stones thai mi i jh l a l ien . ise he 

lush located w i t h i n a two-day drive Foi OVtt 
half the nation's popu la t ion , Great Smoky 
Mountains Nat ional Park is the most visited 
national park in the country, w i t h over e igh t 
mi l l ion visits annually. Inscribed in 1983 as a 
Natural site, under Criteria N (i), (ii), (iii) and 
(iv). For more in fo rmat ion , visit 
www.nps gnv/grsm/ 

Hawaii Volcanoes National Park 
Several o f the volcanoes tha t f o r m e d t h e 
Hawaiian islands are still active, p rov id ing a 
place fo r scientists t o study the mysteries o f 
volcanic erupt ions and the earth's f o r m a t i o n . 
II is thought that the Hawai ian Islands w e m 
created w h e n mo l ten rock pushed t h r o u g h the 
earth's crust, f o r m i n g volcanoes. Over mil l ions 
of years, erupt ions bui l t up these volcanoes 
unt i l the i r tops emerged f r o m the sea as 
islands. Measured f r o m the b o t t o m of the 
Pacific Ocean, these volcanoes are among the 
greatest mounta in masses on the ear th . 
Kilauea and Mauna Loa, t w o of the active vo l 
canoes in the park on the Big Island o f Hawai i , 
usually give ample wa rn ing before they spew 
fo r t h hot lava (mo l ten rock); their erupt ions 
sometimes add new land aiea to the island. 
These vol< anoes are evidence of the power fu l 
forces of nature. Inscribed in 1987 as a Natural 
site, under Criteria N (ii). For more in fo rmat ion , 
visit www.nps.gov/havo/ 

Independence National 
Historical Park 
Independence Hall in Philadelphia can be con
sidered the bir thplace of the Uni ted States o f 
America, as it was here t ha t the Declarat ion of 
Independence was signed in 1776, the Articles 
of Confederat ion un i t ing the th i r teen colonies 
were rat i f ied in 1781 and the 
Const i tu t ion sett ing ou t t he 
nation's basic laws was adopted u. 
in 1787. The Assembly of t he 
Commonwea l th of Pennsylvania 
had its Speaker, And rew 
Hami l ton, design the bu i ld ing 
fo r its state house. Once the 
grandest public bu i ld ing in 
the British Nor th American 
colonies, Independence Hal 
today is the in ternat ional 
symbol of the radical docu
ments tha t or ig inated 
there and which have 

in M: li -in mi '• i on 
st i tut ions of many 
democrat ic 
nations Ihn > ,gh 
ou t the wor ld . 
Inscribed in 1979 
as a Cultural site, 
under Criteria C 
(vi). For more 
in fo rmat ion , visit 
www.nps.gov/ 
inde/ 

La Fortaleza/San Juan National 
Historical Site 
The system o l fort i f icat ions in San Jo,in bulH by 
the Spaniards in the early Ki th , en tury is l ire 
oldest I 01 < i| lean const 101 l inn in the Ui n lei I 
Mates and one of the oldest In the New Wor ld . 
1 huii main purpose was to proter I the 
entrant e o l San Jll.it 1 l'.ay, I ' I I M I I U thai I 'uu ih , 
Run remained undei Hie sovereignty o l Spain, 
and protect Spanish commerce in the 
Caribbean basin. The system tha t de fended San 
loan includes three msjoi fo r t i f i ca t ion ! The 
first, l a Fortalcva ( I S i t ) or "Pal le Santa 
< a la l i na " was and continues to he the resi 
dence o l governors I or I San I el ipe del M m m 
(1S t'l), per Flaps the most distinct for t i f i ca t ion, 
was l iu i l l al the entrance of the harbor and 
w i ths tood live 111,1 jui at larks against the 
colony 

Fort San Cristobal, which was construe led in 
1634 a f ter t he devastat ing assault by the 
Dutch, protected the city f r om land attacks 
and is t he largest fo r t i f i ca t ion bui l t by the 
Spaniards in America. A f ou r t h , smaller fo r t , 
Tort San l i t , in de la C 111/ (1606) strategically 
posit II mi MI ,11 HISS 11 nin I nrt San I el ipe del 
M o n o , prov ided crossfire to the largei fort and 
helped contro l II ntrance to the h.nl io i San 
In.111 is one o l the lew wal led 1 itn-s lelt in the 
New W m l d the lo l ls and three mi le , u l i ily 
wal l (mostly still standing) are l ine examples 
n l l l i l l i (e i i l o ry mil i tary an Inter hue and wi l l 
lorevei he l inked to the |rower and rj loiy o l 
the S| laoish I mpire, and l l ie beginn ing • il 
I u ropean ascendancy in wo r l d a I la in. lie., i ihed 
in 198 i M a ( i i l ln i . i l site, undei ( nter ia < (vi) 
For more in fo rmat ion , visit www.nps.gov/saju/ 

Mammoth Cave National Park 
M a m m o t h Cave is the most extensive 1 ave sys 
tern in the w m l d , w i t h more than fliS surveyed 
miles o f cave passageways, and perhaps as 
many more still t o be discovered. The f lora and 
fauna of M a m m o t h Cave is the richest caverni-
colous w i ld l i fe known ; of t he more than 130 
species documented in the cave, 12 are eyeless, 
unp igmented cave dwellers such as f ish, cray
f ish, beetles, and harvestmen. It is of geological 
importance due to the 10 mi l l ion years o f cave-
fo rm ing act ion by the Green River and its t r i bu 
taries; nearly every type of cave f o rma t i on is 
k n o w n w i t h i n this site, and the geological 
processes involved in cave f o rma t i on are con
t i nu ing . Long passages w i t h huge chambers, 
vertical shafts, stalagmites and stalactites, gyp
sum " f l owers " and "needles" , and other natur
al features of the cave system are all superla
t ive examples of their types. 

Outside the cave, the karst topography is 
superb, w i t h fascinat ing landscapes, luxur iant 
vegetat ion, and abundant w i ld l i fe ; all of the 
features of a karst dra inage system—vast 
recharge area, complex ne twork o f under
g round conduits, sinkholes, cracks, fissures, and 
surface and underground springs are found 
w i t h i n the site. Inscribed in 1981 as ,1 Nat 111 a I 
site, under Criteria N (i), (iii) and (iv). For more 
in fo rmat ion , visit www.nps.gov/maca/ 

Mesa Verde National Park 
Mesa Verde Nat ional Park, in southwestern 
Colorado, covers 52,121 acres of f inger- l ike 
mesas cut hy steej) wal led canyons. Tucked in to 
sandstone al ioves in these canyons are more 
than 600 c lift dwel l ings, lot w l iu h the park is 
best known I hese slone masotuy dwel l ings 
were built hy the Ancestral Puebloans (previ
ously k n o w n as the Anasa/i) in the late 12th 
and 1 t t l i centuries and have stood un inhabi ted 
for OVCM /()() year, thousands of j i rehistoru vil 
lages and archeological sites, which usually pre
date the cl i f f dwel l ings, do t t he tops o f t he 
mesas W i l l i the first permanent dwel l ings, 
built a round AD SSO, and the cont inuous occu
pat ion o l the aiea lasting unt i l the end of the 
13th ccMitory, Mesa Verde Nat ional Park pre
serves a vital link t o Nor th America's prehistoric 
past Inscribed in 1978 as a Cultural site, under 
( r i tena ( (in) I ni nu i ie i n l o ima t i on , visit 
www.nps.gov/meve/ 

M o n t n d i n a n d 

the University of Virginia 
Thomas Jefferson was a man of creative genius 
whose wr i t ings and archi tecture embody ideals 
o f universal f reedom, se l f -determinat ion and 
se l f - fu l f i l lment t ha t cont inue t o inspire human
ity lofferson gave form to the nasi cut Uni ted 
States t h rough his phi losophical wr i t ings, his 
service t o the country, and more l i teral ly 
t h r o u g h his architectural innovat ion . Between 
1784 and 1809 he designed, bu i l t and then 
rebui l t his home, Mont ieel lo , perched a top a 
hil l in Virginia's Piedmont. The low, red brie k 
'.Inn l i ne Wil l i lis Doru 111 Ml u i i and wh i l e 
111 lagiMiai d, une seived as a l aho ia lo i y loi 
lei lei sot Ts landscape, an In lei I oral, pol i t ical, 
and cli imeslii ideas Mi Mill elli 1 ana tin 
IJmveisity o l Virginia were bo th strongly in l lo 
enced by Jefferson's study of neoclassical archi 
tecture, t o wh ich he was in t roduced dur ing his 
ye,us as American Ambassador in Paris. 

In 1819, le f le ison founded the University o f 
Virginia. His design lo i the University is 
extremely signif icant as a physical architectural 
embod imen t of his social and educat ional 
vision and unique v iew towards prov id ing edu
cat ional oppor tun i t y fo r all citizens of the new 
republic. The University Grounds were centered 
on a central domed Rotunda (modeled on the 
Pantheon) which served no t as a chapel, bu t as 
t he library, f lanked by t w o paral lel facing rows 
of bui ldings on ei ther side o f a central common 
•MI. . - . ihe 'I awn.' i ,11 h t ow mi loclccl live 
'Pavilions,' or houses, for each of the 
University's ten schools. These were occupied 
by 1-2 small classrooms downstairs and a facul
ty residence upstairs. The Pavilions were sepa
rated a long a covered exter ior walkway, or 
'Colonnade, ' by a row of s tudent rooms. 
Jefferson modeled the design fo r each o f t he 
'Pavil ions' as an "archi tectura l spec imen" based 
on an example f rom Roman or Neoclassical 
Archi tecture. Inscribed in 1987 as a Cul tural 
site, under Criteria C (i), (iv) and (vi). For more 
in fo rmat ion , visit www.mont i ce l lo .o rg and 
www.v i rg in ia .edu. 
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Olympic National Park 
The 1,400 square miles o f Olympic National 
Park in nor thwestern Washington state encom
pass no t only snow-capped M o u n t Olympus, 
glaciers, alpine meadows and rocky Pacific 
Moun ta in coastl ine, but also one of the f e w 
temperate rain forests in the w o r l d . The luxur i 
ant forest is created by the wa rm, moisture-
laden air f r o m the Pacific, meet ing the moun 
tains and dropp ing more than 12 feet of rain a 
year. This cool, perpetual ly damp env i ronment 
results in a dense, green, jungle- l ike wo r l d . It is 
home t o some of the world 's largest conifers, 
t ower ing 230 feet ; moss-enshrouded maple 
trees w i t h 40 f o o t spans; and a dense under
g r o w t h o f shrubs, wi ld f lowers, ferns and l ichen. 
All are vying fo r l ight and room to grow. The 
cycle of g r o w t h and decay is abundant ly 
demonstrated here, for example when new 
trees sprout up a long t he decaying t runks o f 
fa l len trees. The biological evo lu t ion, t he eco
logical variety and the sheer splendor of the 
coastline, forests and mounta ins of Olympic 
make it a special place. Inscribed in 1981 as a 
Natural site, under Criteria N (ii) and (iii). For 
more in fo rmat ion , visit www.nps.gov/o lym/ 

Pueblo de Taos 
Located in the valley of a small t r ibutary of the 
Rio Grande River in nor thern New Mexico, 
Pueblo de Taos comprises a group of habi ta
t ions and ceremonial (enters whic h are repte 
sent.rl i ve of a i u l ture hugely den vet I f rom the 
t radi t ions o l the pre historic Anasa/ i Indian 
tribes w h o sett led near the present borders of 
Ar izona, New Mexico, Utah and ( olor.rdo 
Pueblo de laos is thought to have appealed 
before 1400 and is the best preserved of the 
pueblos nor th of the border def ined by the 
rreaty o l Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848) 

laos Pueblo has I n nter ol Native 
American c u l ture sine e the 1 / t h century I he 
Puebli i o l f.n 'S, still ai live today, symboli i 
Indian resist a ni e to external n i le I he mission 
ol San G t r o n l m o , one of the earnest In New 
Mexico, was buil t near laos Pueblo in the early 
1 / t h century, Dunne) the 18th • out lay, laos 
played an impor tan t role in insisting Spanish 
colonizat ion. 

As the need for defensive struc t ines relaxed, 
certain European architectural traits we le 
adapted, these included fiieplaces, externa 
doors and a m ine extensive use of w indows. 
Nevertheless, laos is a remarkable example of a 
t radi t ional type ol an hitec tu ia l ensemble f rom 
the pre hispanir per iod of the Americas unique 
to tins region II is representative ol a cul ture 
whn h has her ome vulnerable nuclei d ie impac t 
of II reversible i hange Insc i ibed in 1992 .is a 
Cultural site, under ( i i ter ia ( (iv). lor more 
in fo rmat ion , visit ht tp: / / taospueblo.com. 

Redwood National Park 
Redwood National I'ark contains the tallest liv
ing trees on I .it t S) Ihe i oasl i c d w o o d i an 
cjiow to more than •!'>() I ee l . Sitka spruce, hem 
iock, Douglas-fir, berry bushes, and sword ferns 
create a mul t ip le canopied understory tha t 
towers over visitors rhe park's mosaic of habi 
tats include p i . n i i e n a t woodlands, mighty 
rivers and streams, and '.! miles of pristine 
Pit Ifn > oastl ine ( u l tu ia l landsi ape1, lellec t 
Ameuc an Indian history 

Ihe National Pai l Service and the ( a l i to ima 
Department of Parks and Kec reat ion r oopera 
! ively manage the nat ional park and three 
slate p.n I- -. as one unit Kedwc rod National 
and State Parks lor improved preservation of 
Ihe resouri es and the enjoyment of visitors. 
Prairie Creek Redwood-. Stale Pail-, Del Norte 
I > i.ist Redwoods State Pa i l , ledediah Smith 
Redwood-, 'Rale Park, togethei w i t h lire 
nat ional park lands contain 4S percent of all 
the old g r o w t h i c d w o o d loresl lemnming in 
( a l i fornia logethe i these pa i l s ate a Wot Id 
l l c i i t age Site and Internat ional Biosphere 
Reserve, p int ec t ing i est nirr es . i MM wheel by • i l l 
/ens o l m, my nations Insc i l l red in 1980 as a 
Natural site, i indei ( riteria N (ii) and (iii). I oi 
more i nhuma t i on , visit www.nps.gov/ redw/ 

Statue of Liberty 
National 
Monument 
Standing at the entrance 
t o New Yoik harbor is a 
151-foot statue of a 
w o m a n ho ld ing a book 
and a i.iised ton h. "I ibei ty 
Enl ightening Ihe Wot Id " 
was a cjift of fr iendship 
f rom the people of I nine e to 
the Uni ted States In < mi l 
m e m o i a l e Ihe 100th 
anniversary of the bn th cil 
l iberty in the United States 
and the end ol slavery aftei 
the American Civil War. 

Af ter Frederic-Auguste 
Harthnldi prefabr icated the 
f igure in Pans by mold ing 
sheet! i l l copper over a 
stainless steel In 
work , if was shipped 
to Ihe United 'dates 
In 214 na tes in 1885. 
[he peek 'stal was 
designed by Ric hard 
Morris Hunt and fund 
ed th rough American 
lundrais ing. The sculp
tor in tended his wo rk t o be an immense and 
impressive symbol of human liberty. It inspired 
the mil l ions of immigrants w h o came to the 
Uni ted States in the early 20th century seeking 
f reedom and fu l f i l lment o f the i r dreams. It is 
one of the most universal symbols of poli t ical 
f reedom and democracy in t he wor ld and is 
embraced f requent ly by advocates of self-gov-
ci none e around the g lobe. Inscribed in 1984 as 
a Cultural site, under Criteria C (i) and (vi). For 
more in fo rmat ion , visit www.nps.gov/st l i / 

Yel lowstone National Park 
Yel lowstone, the world 's f i rst nat ional park, 
was established by act of the Uni ted States 
Congress in 1872. As a source of public recre
at ion and renewal , as one o f the world 's great 
scientific laboratories, and as an exemplar of 
a global conservation movement , Yel lowstone 
is a unique natural and cultural resource. 
Original ly set aside t o preserve geological and 
geothermal wonders, such as several hundred 
geysers, many thousands of hot springs, and 
a complex volcanic and glacial landscape, 
Yellowstone's purposes have mul t ip l ied 
and broadened t h r o u g h o u t its long l i fe. 
It quickly became one of the world 's foremost 
w i ld l i fe refuges, launching more than a century 
of ecological research and on- the- job t ra in ing 
for generat ions of managers. 

As ecological awareness grew, the park become 
a test ing g round for new approaches in the 
management of predator-prey systems and 
native vegetat ion communit ies, as wel l as a 
leading presence in scientific inquiries into 

ecosystem management . Most recently, micro
biological treasures f rom park hot springs have 
again redef ined Yellowstone's role in human 
society. In a hundred ways, Yel lowstone has 
chal lenged its stewards and the public w i t h 
great questions about our relat ionship w i t h 
nature. Al l these addi t ional roles have only 
he ightened the pleasure, enr ichment, and edu
cat ion received by ever-increasing numbers o f 
park visitors, w h o n o w to ta l in excess of 130 
mi l l ion since the park's creat ion. Inscribed in 
1978 as a Natural site, under Criteria N (i), (ii), 
(iii) and (iv). For more in fo rmat ion , visit 
www.nps.gov/yel l / 

Yosemite National Park 
Yosemite is located in California's Sierra Nevada 
Mounta ins. The alpine wilderness, groves of 
g iant Sequoia trees and the spectacular valley 
landscape o f Yosemite make it a pre-eminent 
natural marvel. In ar t iculat ing the beauty of 
this place, the natural ist John Muir said, "No 
temp le made w i t h hands can compare t o 
Yosemite." 

Yosemite was made by glaciers. Dur ing the last 
Ice Age, the grani te bedrock was gouged and 
shaped in to bare peaks, sheer cliffs, rounded 
domes and huge monol i ths. The f la t valley 
f loor evolved f rom a large mel twater lake t ha t 
slowly f i l led w i t h sediment. Now f l ower ing 
meadows f i l l the valley and dramatic waterfa l ls 
sur round it. Geological evolut ion is ongo ing 
here, as lakes cont inue t o silt up. Biological 
adapta t ion is evident also in the Giant Sequoia 
trees wh ich are resistant t o f i re and fo r which 
periodic fires are, in fact, necessary t o clear the 
dense unde rg row th and make way for young 
sequoias. Breathtak ing panoramas of rugged 
scenery and huge variety of p lant and animal 
l i fe are protected in this incomparable valley. 
Inscribed in 1984 as a Natural site, under 
Criteria N (i), (ii) and (iii). For more in forma
t ion , visit www.nps.gov/yose/ 

Location of U.S. World Heritage Sites 

l he United stales establishfed Yellowstone as a national park In [872 ami initiated the world 
wide movement to protect such areas as national treasures. One hundred years later, during the 
Nixon Administration, the United States introduced the concept of the World Heritage 
Convention to the international community and was the first nation to ratify it. The World 
Heritage Convention, the most widely accepted international conservation treaty in human 
history, is the American national park idea being carried out worldwide. 

I he ( onvention is based or ke) principles. Ea< h nation retains sovereignty and control over its 
World Heritage Sites. Ul participating nations pledge to identify and protect their key natural 
and 1 nil in a I sites as pai I oi the I a'i 11 are cil hum. mil J and In ( ciiiperalc n ill) eac h Other In 
ai hieve 1 hat gi ial. 

Bj the World Heritage < onvention's (oth anniversar) in 2002, ovei [75 nations had ratified the 
agreement and pla< ed nearh 800 sites on the World 1 ieritage 1 1st. 

A d d i t i o n a l I n l m m o t i o n 

rhe World Heritage ( ommittee is a 11 nation body elected from among all those that have rati
fied the I onvention to earn oul its program oi recognition and mutual assistance. The 
1 ommittee reviews nominations by membei countries to the World Heritage 1 ist and desig
nates World I lei itagc Sites, 

I hrough 1 lu- \V««iid Heritage Fund, the Committee can provide countries requesting assistant 
with studies, advice, training, and equipment in order to eliminate problems, restore damaged 
,u eas, and -.el up safeguards. 

The Committee also places properties on a List of World Heritage in Danger. This action may 
be taken in \ iev» oi spec iiic and proven imminent danger to the sites sui h as man made far tors, 
natural disasters or < nil si rife, 

I he < ommittee's role, however, is limited to plai ing sites on both lists and offering te< hnii al 
advice and assistance, Inclusion on the 1 Isi oi World Heritage in 1 'anger imposes no legal 
requirements, bul can alei 1 others oi International concern about threats 01 damage to a site. 
For more information, visit http; wh< ,unes< o.org/. 

Voluntary Nominations 

All nations signing the World Heritage Convention voluntarily nominate then- own sites 
embracing superlative natural or cultural attributes. Among oilier requirements, the sites must 
be authentic and meet at least one of several highly stringent criteria lor outstanding universal 
value, (see Sidebar for c Iriteria) 

latch signatory to the Convention maintains sovereignty over its sites, is responsible for their 
protection, and pledges to assist others in preservation efforts. Direct authority over individual 
sites remains with the ownership, whether it be national, state, tribal, territorial or local gov
ernment or private. 

The Secretary of the Interior, through the National Park Service, is responsible for identifying 
and nominating U.S. sites to the list. Proposed U.S. sites must be either federal property, such 
as national wildlife refuges and national parks, or sites already designated as national historic 
landmarks or national natural landmarks. Properties not owned by the Federal Government 
are nominated only if their owners agree to do so and pledge to protect their properties in per
petuity. 

Most U.S. World Heritage Sites are administered by the National Park Service. The others are 
managed by states, a foundation, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and a Native American 
tribe. 

While maintaining authority over their own parks, the United States and Canada jointly nomi
nated two World Heritage Sites: Waterton-Glacier, and Wrangell-St.Flias/Glacier Bay/ 
Tatshenshini-Alsek/Kluane. These designations underscore the mutually beneficial interaction 
among these bordering parks in long-term resource management and in such day-to-day activ
ities as mountain and river rescue operations. 

World Heritage Criteria 
Ihe Wor ld Heritage Convent ion 
provides for the protect ion of 
those cul tural and natural sites 
deemed t o be of outs tanding uni 
versa I value. The Wor ld Heritage 
Commit tee applies t w o sets of cri 
ter ia: one set fo r cul tural sites and 
another set for natura l sites. 

Sites nomina ted under the 
cul tural criteria should: 

(i) represent a masterpiece of 
human creative genius; or 

(ii) exhib i t an impor tan t inter
change of human values, over 
a span of t ime or w i t h i n a cul
tu ra l area o f the wor ld , on 
developments in archi tecture 
or technology, monumenta l 
arts, t own-p lann ing or land
scape design; or 

(iii) bear a unique or at least 
except ional tes t imony t o a cul
tu ra l t rad i t ion or t o a civiliza
t i on which is l iving or which 
has disappeared; or 

(iv) be an outs tanding example of 
a type of bu i ld ing or architec-

lut . i l or tec hnological ensoul 
hie or landscape which illus-
Irates (a) siqnihc ant stnqc(s) in 
human history; 01 

(v) be an outs tanding example of 
a t rad i t iona l human set t lement 
or land-use whic h is represen 
tat ive of a cul ture (or c ultures), 
especially w h e n it has become 
vulnerable under the impact of 
irreversible change; or 

(vi) be directly or tangib ly associat
ed w i t h events or l iving t rad i 
t ions, w i t h ideas, or w i t h 
beliefs, w i t h artistic and l i ter
ary works of outs tanding un i 
versal significance (the 
Commit tee considers that this 
cr i ter ion should just i fy inclu
sion in the List only in excep
t iona l circumstances and in 
conjunct ion w i t h other criteria 
cultural or natural); 

Sites nomina ted under the 
natural < riteria should: 

(i) be outs tanding examples repre 
sending major sieges of earth's 
history, Including the record of 

life, signif icant on-go ing geo
logical processes in the devel
opment of landforms, or signif
icant geomorphic or physio 
graphic features; or 

(ii) be outstanding examples repre
senting signif icant on-go ing 
ecological and biological 
processes in the evo lu t ion and 
development o f terrestr ial , 
fresh water, coastal and mar ine 
ecosystems and communi t ies of 
plants and animals; or 

(iii) contain superlative natural 
phenomena or areas of excep
t ional natural beauty and aes
thet ic importance; or 

(iv) contain the most impor tan t 
and signif icant natural habitats 
fo r in-situ conservation of bio
logical diversity, including 
those conta in ing threatened 
species of outs tanding univer
sal value f rom the point o f 
view of science or conserve 
t ion . 

The Wor ld Heritage emblem symbolizes the interdependence of cultural and natural 
propert ies; the square is a fo rm created by humank ind and the circle represents nature, 
the t w o being int imately l inked, the emblem is round like the wor ld and at the same 
t ime it is a symbol o f pro tec t ion. 

For more information aboul the World I ieritage < lonvention, write to: ( Tie I, ('flier of 
International Affairs, National I'ark Sen iee, I LS. I 'epartment ol Ihe Interior, Washington, 
DG 20005. The National I'ark Service web page at http://www.11ps.gov/oia/topics/heritage.htm 
also contains additional information. 

This fo lder was published by the National Park Service in 2004. 

Wrangell-St. Elias/Glacier Bay 
National Park and Preserve 
Located on the border between Alaska and 
Canada, the Wrangel l St. !.lias and Glacier Ray 
National Parks, together w i t h the Canadian 
protected areas Kluane and Tatshenshini Alsek, 
contain a huge chain of glaciers, compris ing 
the first b i -nat ional entry on the Wor ld 
Heritage List. Here, gargantuan ice sheets 
cont inue to move, shaping .aid t rans forming 
the landscape. It is a phenomenon tha t has 
been <>c r u n i n g since the last Ice Age 11,000 
years ago. 

The icefields and the 2,000 glaciers thai radiate 
f rom Idem are fed by 20 feet of snow each 
yea: c tea ted by the moist Pacific, aii running 
into the h igh coastal mountains. The glaciers 
gr ind and scour I lie roc k beneath as they move 
.lowly unclei then own weight , general ly frav 
el ing only a f e w indies or feet a year. Gl.n l en 

:t work their way lo the ocean's edge 1 teate 
gigant ic icebergs. Over eons of l ime, some 
glaciers have gradual ly le t reated leaving .1 
.. u lpted landscape ol valleys, peaks and Ial 1 
In add i t ion t o representing an ln< 1 edible on 
go ing geological process, this premiei wilder 
1 - ".s contains extensive bud, animal and marine 
mammal habitats where humpe te i swans, Dan I 
sheep, bison, sea lions and much mine are pro 

•d. Inscribed in I 'r/ ' i as a Nat i i i . i l site, 
under Criteria N (ii), (in) and (iv) I in t h t l 
inscriptions to extend the designat ion to cover 
addi t ional protected areas c aine in 199/ and 
1994. For more in fo rmat ion , visit 

vvv.nps.gov/wrst/ and w w w lips gov/qlba/ 

http://www.nps.gov/olym/
http://taospueblo.com
http://www.nps.gov/redw/
http://www.nps.gov/stli/
http://www.nps.gov/yell/
http://www.nps.gov/yose/
http://lut.il
http://www.11ps.gov/oia/topics/heritage.htm
http://Natiii.il
http://vvv.nps.gov/wrst/

