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TH IS IS Y O S E M I T E N A T I O N A L P A R K - a 1,189-

squa re -m i l e scen ic w o n d e r l a n d o f s c u l p t u r e d peaks 

and d o m e s ; w a t e r f a l l s t u m b l i n g f r o m h a n g i n g 

va l l eys d o w n t h e faces o f s h i n i n g g r a n i t e c l i f f s ; 

g r o v e s o f g i a n t sequo ias a n d ex tens i ve f o r e s t s o f 

p ine , f i r , and o a k ; w i l d f l o w e r s in a lp ine m e a d o w s ; 

h u n d r e d s o f spec ies o f b i r ds and m a m m a l s ; a n d 

scen ic d r i v es and t ra i l s t o areas o f h i g h - c o u n t r y 

g r a n d e u r . 

We u r g e y o u t o s t o p at t h e v i s i t o r c e n t e r in Yosem-

i te Va l ley t o see a u d i o v i s u a l p r o g r a m s and exh ib i t s 

a b o u t t h e park and to o b t a i n i n f o r m a t i o n b e f o r e 

s t a r t i n g y o u r t o u r . P u b l i c a t i o n s a b o u t t he park a re 

ava i lab le t h e r e . 

A l s o , c h e c k v i s i t o r c e n t e r a n d c a m p g r o u n d bu l l e t i n 

b o a r d s f o r i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t n a t u r a l i s t - p r e s e n t e d 

w a l k s , t a l ks , y o u t h p r o g r a m s , sem ina rs , l i v i ng his

t o r y p r o g r a m s , and a r t s and sk i l ls d e m o n s t r a t i o n s . 

N A T U R A L FEATURES 

N a t u r e ' s h a n d i w o r k in t h e Y o s e m i t e r e g i o n , as y o u 

see i t t o d a y , began eons ago w i t h t h e f o r m a t i o n o f 

g r a n i t e b e n e a t h t h e ea r th ' s s u r f a c e . Then t h e g r a n 

i te b l ock w a s u p l i f t e d and s t r e a m e r o s i o n began t o 

s c u l p t u r e t h e l andscape . F ina l ly , g lac ia l a c t i o n 

c a r v e d b r o a d , U-shaped va l leys a n d lakes. 

E leva t ions w i t h i n t h e pa rk r a n g e f r o m less t h a n 

2 ,000 to m o r e t h a n 13 ,000 fee t above sea leve l . In 

t h i s r a n g e a re f i ve p lan t be l t s , each w i t h i ts r e l a ted 

c o m m u n i t y o f an ima ls . C o n i f e r s are t h e p r e d o m i 

n a n t t r ees , b u t t h e r e a re a n u m b e r o f h a r d w o o d s , 

espec ia l l y b lack oak and c a n y o n l ive oak . F lower 

ing t rees and s h r u b s i nc l ude d o g w o o d and aza lea. 

Seasona l w i l d f l o w e r s c o l o r t he m e a d o w s at al

m o s t eve ry e l e v a t i o n . Of t h e 2 2 0 b i r d and 7 5 

m a m m a l spec ies k n o w n t o l ive in Y o s e m i t e , m a n y 

s tay w i t h i n t he i r a c c u s t o m e d zones . O t h e r s , l ike 

t h e C a l i f o r n i a mu le deer , m i g r a t e b e t w e e n h igh 

and l o w e leva t i ons w i t h t he seasons . 

For a g r a p h i c a c c o u n t o f t h e g e o l o g i c s e q u e n c e , 

see e x h i b i t s at t h e ma in v i s i t o r c e n t e r . For i l lus

t r a t e d p u b l i c a t i o n s d e s c r i b i n g n a t u r a l f e a t u r e s , 

w r i t e t o Y o s e m i t e N a t u r a l H i s t o r y A s s o c i a t i o n . 

P.O. Box 5 4 5 , Y o s e m i t e N a t i o n a l Park , CA 9 5 3 8 9 , 

o r s t o p at a v i s i t o r c e n t e r o r s t u d i o . 

W H A T TO SEE 

Y o s e m i t e has m o r e t h a n 2 0 0 mi les o f scen ic r o a d s . 

For y o u r sa fe ty and t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e pa rk , y o u 

a re r e q u i r e d t o s tay on t h e s u r f a c e d roads . Speed 

l im i t f o r al l m o t o r i z e d e q u i p m e n t is 3 5 m.p .h . un 

less o t h e r w i s e p o s t e d . C o m m e r c i a l t r u c k s are al

l o w e d on l y o n park bus iness ; c o m m e r c i a l buses 

need p r i o r w r i t t e n p e r m i s s i o n . 

Park y o u r ca r a n d r i de t h e f r ee s h u t t l e b u s in 

Y o s e m i t e Val ley t o safe ly see t h e scene ry , t o he lp 

r e d u c e p o l l u t i o n , and t o re l ieve c o n g e s t i o n . 

Here are s o m e o f t h e h i g h l i g h t s you s h o u l d n ' t m iss : 

Yosemite Valley, a n d i ts sheer c l i f f s a n d wa te r 

fa l ls t h a t r each t h e i r m a x i m u m f l o w in M a y and 

J u n e ; some have no w a t e r f r o m a b o u t m i d - A u g u s t 

t h r o u g h ear l y a u t u m n . P r i nc i pa l scen ic f e a t u r e s of 

t h e va l ley , w h i c h is o p e n all year , are Y o s e m i t e 

Fal ls. B r i da l ve i l Fa l l , M i r r o r Lake , Hal f D o m e . Sen

t i ne l Rock , El C a p i t a n , The Th ree B r o t h e r s , and 

C a t h e d r a l Rocks . 

Happy Isles Trail Center, which is accessible by 

s h u t t l e b u s a n d has i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t r a v e l i n g in 

t h e w i l d l a n d s . Th is is t h e t r a i l h e a d f o r t h e J o h n 

M u i r T ra i l . Ve rna l and Nevada Fal ls, and t h e h i gh 

c o u n t r y . 

Three groves of giant sequoias, the largest of 

w h i c h is M a r i p o s a G r o v e . Th is g r o v e , 3 5 mi les 

f r o m t h e va l ley near t h e s o u t h e n t r a n c e , i nc ludes 

t h e Gr izz ly G ian t t r e e . P r i va te veh ic les may be 

d r i v e n on l y t o t h e edge o f t h i s g r o v e . B e y o n d t h a t 

p o i n t , b o a r d t h e f r e e t o u r ca r or h i ke t h e t r a i l 

s ys tem t h r o u g h t h e g r o v e . You w i l l f i n d o t h e r g i an t 

sequo ias at T u o l u m n e and M e r c e d G r o v e s near 

C rane Flat . 

Glacier Point, f r o m w h i c h y o u can ge t o n e o f t h e 

best h i gh v i e w s o f Y o s e m i t e Val ley and t h e c res t o f 

t he l o f t y S ie r ra Nevada . The a p p r o a c h r o a d , f r o m 

the B a d g e r Pass i n t e r s e c t i o n , is c l osed in w i n t e r . 

Pioneer Yosemite History Center at W a w o n a , where 

l i v i ng h i s t o r y d e m o n s t r a t i o n s , h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g s , 

and h o r s e - d r a w n veh i c l es te l l o f man 's h i s t o r y in 

t he park . 

Tuolumne Meadows (8 .600 fee t ) , t h e l a rges t sub-

a lp ine m e a d o w in t h e H igh S ie r ra . C losed in w i n t e r , 

t h i s area is 5 5 mi les f r o m t h e va l ley by w a y o f 

h igh l y scen ic B ig Oak Flat a n d T ioga Roads a n d is 

t h e s t a r t i n g p o i n t f o r h i k i ng and pack t r i p s i n t o 

t h e h i gh c o u n t r y . The Park Se rv i ce o p e r a t e s a 

la rge c a m p g r o u n d and c o n d u c t s a fu l l -sca le na tu 

ra l is t p r o g r a m h e r e in s u m m e r . 

Yosemite Travel Museum in El P o r t a l , w h e r e ex

h ib i t s te l l t h e s t o r y o f ear l y -day r a i l r o a d and a u t o 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n in t h e Y o s e m i t e r e g i o n . 

W H A T TO DO 

Camping. F r o m J u n e 1 t o S e p t e m b e r 15 , c a m p i n g 

is l im i t ed t o 7 days in Y o s e m i t e Va l ley a n d 14 days 

in t he res t o f t h e pa rk . F r o m S e p t e m b e r 16 t o 

M a y 3 0 , i t is l i m i t e d t o 3 0 days t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

pa rk . A l l c a m p i n g w i t h i n t h e p a r k is r e s t r i c t e d t o 

d e s i g n a t e d c a m p s i t e s . 

Hiking and climbing. M o r e t h a n 7 0 0 mi les o f t ra i l s 

awa i t y o u if y o u w a n t t o k n o w t h e p a r k i n t i m a t e l y . 

They r a n g e f r o m o n e o f t h e s h o r t e r t r a i l s f r o m t h e 

va l ley t o an o v e r n i g h t t r i p i n t o t h e h i gh c o u n t r y . A 

w i l d e r n e s s use p e r m i t is r e q u i r e d f o r t h e la t te r . 

S tay o n d e s i g n a t e d t r a i l s ; do no t s h o r t c u t b e t w e e n 

z igzags o r s w i t c h b a c k s . Never h ike a l one ; te l l 

s o m e o n e w h e r e y o u are g o i n g and w h e n y o u w i l l 

r e t u r n . H o r s e s have t h e r i g h t - o f - w a y ; s tand q u i e t l y 

at t r a i l s i d e un t i l t hey pass. Motor bikes, snow

mobiles, or other motorized equipment, are not 

allowed off designated roadways. 

Rock c l i m b i n g s h o u l d n o t be a t t e m p t e d by t h e in

e x p e r i e n c e d . A l l w h o w i s h t o c l i m b m u s t r eg i s t e r 

at t h e v i s i t o r c e n t e r and r e p o r t i m m e d i a t e l y u p o n 

r e t u r n . Th is p r o c e d u r e is f o r y o u r p r o t e c t i o n . G u i d e 

se rv i ce and a c l i m b i n g s c h o o l are ava i lab le . 

Horseback riding. In s u m m e r , sadd le a n d pack 

an ima ls are at t h e s tab les in Y o s e m i t e Va l ley , at 

W h i t e W o l f , T u o l u m n e M e a d o w s . W a w o n a , and 

M a t h e r , o n t h e r o a d t o H e t c h H e t c h y . 

Water activities. S o m e l o d g i n g un i t s have s w i m 

m i n g pools. Park waters do not have lifeguards. 

Streams are swift, cold, and some feed waterfalls. 

T r o u t are in m o s t o f t h e pa rk s t r e a m s and lakes. 

A C a l i f o r n i a f i s h i n g l i cense is r e q u i r e d , a n d S ta te 

ru les o n c a t c h a n d season app l y . 

Skiing. The s lopes at B a d g e r Pass cha l l enge beg in 

ner and i n t e r m e d i a t e d o w n h i l l sk ie rs . The season 

is usua l l y m i d - D e c e m b e r t o ea r l y A p r i l . For de ta i l s , 

w r i t e Y o s e m i t e Park and C u r r y Co. , Y o s e m i t e 

N a t i o n a l Park , CA 9 5 3 8 9 . M o r e t h a n 50 mi les o f 

c r o s s - c o u n t r y sk i and s n o w s h o e t r a i l s are ma in 

t a i n e d by t he N a t i o n a l Park Se rv i ce . 

A C C O M M O D A T I O N S A N D S E R V I C E S 

Dai ly e n t r a n c e and c a m p i n g fees a re c o l l e c t e d . 

G r o u p c a m p s i t e s m u s t be r e s e r v e d in a d v a n c e . The 

p r e s e n t s y s t e m o f ass ign ing i n d i v i d u a l c a m p s i t e s 

o n a f i r s t - c o m e , f i r s t - s e r v e d bas is a lso may s o o n 

be c h a n g e d t o a r e s e r v a t i o n s s y s t e m . 

One c a m p g r o u n d in t h e va l ley is o p e n al l year . 

T h e r e a re no u t i l i t y c o n n e c t i o n s f o r h o u s e t r a i l e r s , 

bu t all c a m p g r o u n d s a re near w a t e r a n d r e s t r o o m s . 

S h o w e r s are ava i lab le f o r a sma l l fee in Y o s e m i t e 

Val ley and at T u o l u m n e M e a d o w s . 

T h e r e are r e s t a u r a n t s , c a f e t e r i a s , s t o r e s , and l odg 

ing in Y o s e m i t e Val ley a n d at W a w o n a , El P o r t a l , 

and T u o l u m n e M e a d o w s . R e s e r v a t i o n s are adv i sed 

at al l t i m e s f o r a c c o m m o d a t i o n s in ho te l s , l odges , 

and cab ins . W r i t e t o t h e Y o s e m i t e Park and C u r r y 

Co., Y o s e m i t e N a t i o n a l Park , CA 9 5 3 8 9 . 

C a m p i n g e q u i p m e n t may be r e n t e d at t h e House 

keep ing s e c t i o n o f C u r r y V i l lage in Y o s e m i t e 

Va l ley ; sk i e q u i p m e n t , at B a d g e r Pass in w i n t e r . 

M e d i c a l and d e n t a l se rv i ces are o f f e r e d at L e w i s 

M e m o r i a l H o s p i t a l in Y o s e m i t e Val ley. 

A s c h e d u l e o f r e l i g i o u s se rv i ces is p o s t e d o n bu l le 

t i n b o a r d s in s u m m e r . Se rv i ces are he ld in Y o s e m 

i te Va l ley , W a w o n a , and El P o r t a l in w i n t e r . 

N a t i o n a l Park S e r v i c e 

U . S . D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I O R 

M a i l s h o u l d be a d d r e s s e d t o y o u c / o Gene ra l De

l i ve ry , M a i n Pos t O f f i c e , Y o s e m i t e N a t i o n a l Park , 

CA 9 5 3 8 9 , o r at t h e l o d g i n g u n i t w h e r e y o u a re 

s t a y i n g . Pos t o f f i c e s at Y o s e m i t e L o d g e a n d Wa

w o n a a re o p e n al l yea r ; C u r r y V i l l age a n d Tuo l 

u m n e M e a d o w s pos t o f f i c e s , in s u m m e r o n l y . 

A se l f -serv ice l a u n d r y is open in t h e H o u s e k e e p i n g 

s e c t i o n o f C u r r y V i l l age in Y o s e m i t e Va l ley in 

s u m m e r . 

F i l l i ng s t a t i o n s w i t h t o w i n g s e r v i c e a re l o c a t e d 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e p a r k ; s t a t i o n s at Y o s e m i t e L o d g e 

and W a w o n a . o p e n al l year . Ga rages a re in Yosem

i te Val ley and at El P o r t a l . 

In emergencies, telephone 372-4461. Park rangers 

are available to help you. For weather, road con

ditions, etc., telephone 372-4222. 

P R O T E C T I N G Y O U R PARK 

Fires. R e p o r t w i l d f i r e s i m m e d i a t e l y t o t h e neares t 

r ange r s t a t i o n . C a m p f i r e p e r m i t s are r e q u i r e d ex

c e p t in pub l i c a u t o m o b i l e c a m p s . Neve r leave f i r es 

u n a t t e n d e d and e x t i n g u i s h t h e m w i t h w a t e r b e f o r e 

l eav ing . S o m e c o n t r o l l e d b u r n i n g m a y be e n c o u n 

t e r e d ( w a t c h f o r r o a d s i d e s igns) . 

Preserving natural features. Do not deface or re

move t r e e s o r r o c k s , p ick w i l d f l o w e r s o r o t h e r 

p lan ts , or k i l l , c a p t u r e , o r i n j u re w i l d l i f e . 

W I L D L I F E . ALL P A R K A N I M A L S ARE W I L D . DO 

N O T T O U C H OR FEED T H E M . 

Pets. Keep pe ts o n a leash. They a re n o t a l l o w e d on 

t r a i l s , beaches , o r in pub l i c b u i l d i n g s . C a m p e r s 

w i t h pe ts are r e s t r i c t e d t o N o r t h Pine C a m p g r o u n d 

in Y o s e m i t e Val ley d u r i n g t h e s u m m e r and t o des ig

na ted s e c t i o n s e l s e w h e r e in t h e pa rk . D o g s may be 

b o a r d e d in kenne l s . 

Firearms. H u n t i n g o r d i s c h a r g i n g o f any k i n d o f 

w e a p o n is p r o h i b i t e d . F i r ea rms m u s t be u n l o a d e d 

and cased o r b r o k e n d o w n . 

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

Y o s e m i t e N a t i o n a l Park is a d m i n i s t e r e d by t h e 

N a t i o n a l Park S e r v i c e , U.S. D e p a r t m e n t o f t h e 

I n t e r i o r . A s u p e r i n t e n d e n t , w h o s e add ress is 

Y o s e m i t e N a t i o n a l Park , CA 9 5 3 8 9 , is in i m m e d i a t e 

c h a r g e . 

As t h e Na t i on ' s p r i n c i p a l c o n s e r v a t i o n a g e n c y , t h e 

D e p a r t m e n t o f t h e I n t e r i o r has bas ic r espons ib i l 

i t ies f o r w a t e r , f i s h , w i l d l i f e , m i n e r a l , l a n d , pa rk , 

and r e c r e a t i o n a l r e s o u r c e s . I nd ian and T e r r i t o r i a l 

a f fa i r s a re o t h e r m a j o r c o n c e r n s o f A m e r i c a ' s 

" D e p a r t m e n t o f N a t u r a l R e s o u r c e s . " The Depar t 

m e n t w o r k s t o assu re t h e w i ses t c h o i c e in m a n a g 

ing all o u r r e s o u r c e s so each w i l l m a k e i ts f u l l 

c o n t r i b u t i o n t o a b e t t e r U n i t e d S ta tes — n o w a n d in 

t h e f u t u r e . 
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