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YOSEMITE^S PAST
BELONGS
TO THE FUTURE ...

During 1983, a young boy, who was visiting
Yosemite with his family, discovered a rare
archeological find. While exploring near his
campsite, the boy found a "cache" of seven
obsidian "preforms" nestled in a deep crack of a
granite boulder. The preforms are large, partially
manufactured obsidian blades, made by
prehistoric Indians, which could later be shaped
into smaller finished tools such as arrowheads,
knives, or scrapers. Often these preforms were
stored as a cache in the cracks of large rocks or
at the base of a tree so that they could be found
at a later time to be used for hunting or for trade
u/ith other Indians.

The discovery of such a cache is very
important to archeologists because it is the
remaining evidence of a single cultural event or
activity. By studying the preforms, much can be
learned about the people who made them -- how
long ago they were made, and from where the
obsidian originally came. Careful analysis of
these artifacts showed that the ruitural source of
the obsidian was a volcanic flow located north of
Mammoth Lakes, California, some 80 miies by
trail from where they were finally discovered,
and that they were manufactured approximately
2,000 years ago.

The important part of this story is that this
young visitor to Yosemite, while very excited
about his discovery, took the time to deliver to
Park Rangers the artifacts so that they could be
properly recorded, analyzed, and preserved. It is
unfortunate that many visitors find historic and
prehistoric artifacts within our Natioruil Parks
and, without realizing the importance of leaving
them undisturbed, remove them. It is more often
the case that people take artifacts from Yosemite
than those who leave things in their place and
report the location to a National Park Service
employee.
Artifacts and archeological sites are rare, nonrenewable resources. Once they are lost, or
removed without proper recording, the
information that they hold is lost forever.
Please help us to preserve Yosemite's past.

Traditional Mlwok Indian cedar-bark house in Yosemite Valley
during the late 1800's.
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