
FORT 
McHENRY 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
Stewart L. Udall, Secretary 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Conrad L. Wirth, Director 

HISTORICAL HANDBOOK NUMBER FIVE 

This publication is one of a series of handbooks describing the 
historical and archeological areas in the National Park System. 
It is printed by the Government Printing Office, and may be pur­
chased from the Superintendent of Documents, Washington 25, D. C. 

Price 25 cents 



FORT 
McHENRY 
National Monument and Historic Shrine 

Maryland 

h 

Harold I. Lessem 

and 

George C. Mackenzie 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE HISTORICAL HANDBOOK SERIES No. 5 

Washington, D.C, 1954 
Reprint 1961 



The National Park System, of which Fort McHenry 

National Monument and Historic Shrine is a unit, is 

dedicated to conserving the scenic, scientific, and historic 

heritage of the United States for the benefit and 

enjoyment of its people. 
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The interior of Fort McHenry as seen through the sally port. 



FO R T M c H E N R Y occupies a preeminent position among the historic 
shrines and monuments of our country by reason of its special meaning in 
American history. It was a glimpse of the American flag waving defiantly 

over the ramparts of Fort McHenry that inspired Francis Scott Key to compose 
our national anthem. 

Here, where the flag flies day and night, the Stars and Stripes attains a special 
significance for Americans. Here on these historic ramparts the visitor can sense 
and appreciate that surge of inspiration, born amid the welter of bursting bombs 
and blazing rockets, which compelled Francis Scott Key to create a classic expres­
sion of American ideals and patriotism. Here is symbolized, the triumph of 
American arms and valor over a foreign invader. 

Fort Whetstone, 1776-97; Fort McHenry, 1798-1812 

The tip of a narrow peninsula, called Whetstone Point, was considered 
of great strategic value for the defense of Baltimore as early as the Revo­
lutionary War. The peninsula separated the North West Branch and the 
Ferry Branch of the Patapsco River. (Now, North West Branch is called 
Norrhwesr Harbor, and Ferry Branch is part of the main estuary of the 
Patapsco River.) Since all port facilities for Baltimore were on the North 
West Branch, which was regarded as the city's harbor, the important 
value of the point could not be overlooked in any plan to erect defenses 
to guard the water approaches to the city. 

During the Revolutionary War, the Provincial Convention of Maryland 
directed its standing committee, the Council of Safety, to provide for 
the defenses of Baltimore. A group of local patriots agreed to undertake 
the project, and on March 16, 1776, they reported to the Council that, 
"Our fort at Whetstone is ready to mount 8 guns and we shall use every 
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