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We Idahoans have always recognized the many-faceted complexity and splen­
dor of our geography. But to many Americans, Idaho is a rather hazy entity. 
"Idaho" means big potatoes, and the familiar panhandle-shaped outline on 
maps; it evokes such historical associations as Lewis and Clark, Sacajawea, 
and the Oregon Trail; it calls up images of sparkling alpine lakes, deep river 
canyons, and conifer-clad mountains. 

Less familiar is one of our most fascinating and mysterious regions, the vast 
lava wilderness that occupies an area larger than Rhode Island north of the 
Snake River and south of the mountainous Panhandle. It is wild indeed and is 
often described further as barren and desolate. Yet this land is neither as life­
less nor as forbidding as one might think. 

One section of this lava realm, named "Craters of the Moon," has been set 
aside as a National Monument. Embracing picturesque buttes, symmetrical 
cinder cones, and many-colored lava flows, it is a unique scenic and scientific 
resource. Most of the Monument is protected from development by its status as 
Wilderness; but in the northwest sector, the National Park Service provides ac­
cess to some of the finest examples of lava-flow phenomena and to panoramic 
vistas of great beauty. 

The story of how the plants and animals have adapted to the aridity, the tem­
perature extremes, the exposure, and the meagerness of soil here is an in­
triguing one. This booklet, written by Vern Crawford and published by the 
National Park Service, tells that story. 

Welcome to Craters of the Moon. 

Cecil D. Andrus 
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