












Reindeer Herders: Caribou Memories 

New technology combined 
with an interest in the past is 
enabling stories about the 
history of reindeer herding on 
the Seward Peninsula to be 
preserved and passed on to 
future generations. 

Interviews with longtime 
herders on the history of 
reindeer herding on the 
Seward Peninsula are being 
recorded under the guidance 
of Rose Atuk Fosdick, 
Program 
Director for the Reindeer 
Herders Association, and Bill 
Schneider Curator ofUAF's 
Oral History Program. When 
the project is complete the 
interviews plus photographs 
will be available on CD to 
schools and other interested 
groups, and several radio 
programs are planned. 

The herders discuss many 
topics, including climate 
change, predation by wolves 
and bears, and interactions 
with caribou. Following are 
a few edited excerpts from 
those interviews that describe 
the history of interaction be
tween reindeer herding and 
the W estem Arctic Caribou 
Herd. 

For more information on 
conducting oral history projects 
contact Bill Schneider, UAF 
Oral History Program, (907) 
474-5355, or flwss@uaf.edu. 
This project was funded by a 
National Science Foundation 
grant to Knut Kielland, UAF 
Institute of Arctic Biology, with 
additional support from Greg 
Finstad, UAF Reindeer 
Research Program. 

By Sue Steinacher, ADF&G 

Nathan Hadley is a longtime 
herder from Buckland. He 
learned to herd from his father 
and obtained his herd from him. 
He was interviewed Jan. 26, 
2001. 

"When I was 14 years old - in 
1954 - me and my friend Jimmy 
Gregg went rounding up with my 
father, Paul Hadley, and Marvin 
Thomas. Marvin and my dad 
were with the main herd, and 
Jimmy and I went to go pick up 
that one little bunch and there 
was this one big bull... We tell 
my father there's the biggest 
reindeer we ever saw in our 
lives. Marvin and my dad hurry 
up and dress up, go up there and 
butcher that caribou. That's when 
they [the caribou] first come in 
- in 1954 ... Anyway, they used 
to be here long time ago." 

Herb Karmun received his herd 
from his father, Alfred Karmun, 
and herded many years in the 
Deering area. He was 
interviewed Oct. 4, 2000. 

"When we first got started in the 
reindeer business, the old people 
used to say, 'Well, caribou used 
to migrate through the whole 
peninsula in the early days.' 
They keep saying, 'You watch 
it. They're gonna come back.' I 
said, 'Come back where?' 'You 
know, the same area that they 
migrated when they first started.' 
History repeats itself. They all 
came back - and they're still 
going through. Decimated my 
herd to zero. Sheldon, Hadley, 
Merlin Henry ... half a dozen 
herds gone. That really hurt." 
Dan Karmun is the former Pro-

Tom Gray Replaces Pius Washington 
The Kawerak Reindeer Herders Association has assigned their Presi
dent, Tom Gray, to represent them on the Caribou Working Group. 
The herders appreciate all the hard work done by Pius Washington 
of St. Michael, who is retiring from the Working Group. Pius has 
been with us since January 2000 and served faithfully on the Work
ing Group Planning Committee. Thank you for a job well done Pius! 
Welcome Tom! 

gram Director of the Reindeer 
Herders Association, and the 
former extension agent for the 
Cooperative Extension Service in 
Nome. He was interviewed Jan. 
23, 2001. 

"My brother would tell me sto
ries about when the caribou begin 
to disappear from the scene, just 
right before the 1900's ... Right 
up there at Imuruk Lake there 
was people, Natives that lived 
there, who had a trail from the 
Lava Beds up to the south side to 
where they had their camps. And 
whenever the caribou would 
begin to come around, they 
would use the Lava Beds as a 
source of getting them [by 
chasing them into the potholes.] 
In the Lava Beds there's a lot 
of holes where they [the cari-
bou] would drop in ... and they 
would catch their caribou by that 
means ... So the presence of caribou 
must have been there before 

1891, when the reindeer was 
introduced. That was according 
to my brother." 

"I'm not a professional in the 
caring of the caribou, but I guess 
history kinda tells us that when 
there's a depletion of food source 
- let's say in the caribou area -
they tend to come in [west] from 
their north to south migration, 
to maybe look for a food source. 
If the caribou had been here in 
the early 1800s, then probably 
that food source was beginning 
to deplete so they moved away. 
And now their migration begins 
to come down and look for food 
sources again. That's what I'm 
beginning to think after being 
involved in the reindeer indus
try ... Our ancestors always told 
us that one day the caribou is 
gonna come back again. I think 
that's becoming true." 

Reindeer await handling in the corral during a June roundup. 
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Myrna Outwater's Delicious Reindeer Stew : WORKING GROUP M1s-
Reindeer or caribou meat 
I tbsp Lea & Perrins (Worcestershire) sauce 
1 tsp dried onion 
1 clove garlic, diced 
I can stewed tomatoes 
2 medium-sized potatoes, diced 
1 ½ stalks celery, chopped 
2 carrots, chopped 
½ cup chopped cabbage 
½ cup rice 
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"Develop an integrated grass 
roots process for sharing rep
resentation, responsibility and 
decision-making among stake
holders in management of the 
Western Arctic Caribou Herd." 

Goals 
½ cup macaroni I • Ensure the conservation of the 

I Western Arctic Caribou Herd 
Bring to boil the first four ingredients, add stewed tomatoes. Boil 
about lhour, then add the potatoes, celery, carrots and rice. Cook 
for 15 minutes. Then add the macaroni and cabbage; cook for an 
additional 10 minutes. Enjoy. 
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• Safeguard the spiritual and 
cultural well being of Alaska 
Natives and the interests of all 
users of the herd 

Editor's Note: A potluck dinner hosted by Kawerak Inc. employees was one of the highlights of the Caribou I 

Working Group meeting held in Nome last March. Pius Washington and the St. Michael IRA donated the rein- I . Integrate indigenous knowledge 
deer that "came for dinner. " It was a good one! This stew or soup is a fancy version of what is served in many I 

homes and community gatherings throughout northern Alaska. John Trent knows it is delicious stew because he I 

ate three bowls of it himself! Thank you, Myrna, for this recipe! I 
L------------------------------------~ 

Caribou Management Plan Completed! 
See Stories on Pages 1 and 4. 

Alaska Department of Fish & Game 
W estem Arctic Caribou Herd Working Group 
P.O. Box 689 
Kotzebue, AK 99752 
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Caribou Trails is a publication 
of the Western Arctic Caribou 
Herd Working Group. Its pur
pose is to involve and inform 
all the users of the Western 
Arctic Caribou Herd so that it 
may be effectively managed. 

st of 32 "official" ca 
in Alaska. 

Join Us at the 
Next Meeting! 

Anchorage 
Dimond Center Hotel 
December 9-10, 2003 


