
With the establishment of the following
national monuments (as well as the

Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine
National Monument, established on Sept.
15, 2016 and managed by the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
in partnership with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service; the Gold Butte National
Monument, established on Dec. 28, 2016
and managed by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement (BLM); and the Bears Ears Na-
tional Monument, established on Dec. 28,
2016 and managed by the U.S.D.A. Forest
Service (USFS) and BLM), President
Obama has established or expanded 29 na-
tional monuments under the Antiquities
Act. The Antiquities Act, an authority exer-
cised by 16 presidents starting with Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt in 1906, has been
used to protect national treasures such as
the Grand Canyon, the Statue of Liberty,
and Colorado’s Canyons of the Ancients.
President Obama has protected hundreds
of millions of acres of America’s public lands
and waters—more than any other presi-
dent—and has preserved sites that help tell
the story of significant people and extraor-
dinary events in American history.

Katahdin Woods and 
Waters National Monument
On August 24, 2016, in honor of the

100th anniversary of the National Park
Service, President Obama designated the
Katahdin Woods and Waters National
Monument encompassing awe-inspiring
mountains, forests, and waters of north-
central Maine. The designation will per-
manently protect significant natural,
scientific, and historic and cultural re-
sources, wildlife habitat, and one of the
most pristine watersheds in the Northeast,
ensuring that present and future genera-
tions are able to enjoy these lands.
The new national monument, which

will be managed by the NPS, will protect
approximately 87,500 acres, including the
East Branch of the Penobscot River and a
portion of the Maine Woods that is rich
in biodiversity and known for its out-
standing opportunities to hike, canoe,
hunt, fish, snowmobile, snowshoe, and
cross-country ski. In addition to protect-
ing spectacular geology, significant biodi-
versity, and recreational opportunities, the
new monument will help support climate
resiliency in the region. The protected
area—together with the neighboring Bax-
ter State Park to the west—will ensure
that this large landscape remains intact,
bolstering the forest’s resilience against
the impacts of climate change. 
Following years of support from local

and state elected officials, tribal leaders,
businesses, and members of the public
across the state, this designation builds on
the robust tradition of growing the Na-
tional Park System through private phi-
lanthropy and will reinforce the need to
continue protecting our great outdoors as
we enter the second century of the NPS.
The land was donated to the federal

government by philanthropist Roxanne
Quimby’s foundation, Elliotsville Planta-
tion, Inc., facilitated by the National Park

Foundation as part of its Centennial Cam-
paign for America’s National Parks. In ad-
dition to the donation of the land, the
approximately $100 million gift includes
$20 million to supplement federal funds
for initial park operational needs and infra-
structure development at the new monu-
ment and a pledge of another $20 million
in future philanthropic support.

Stonewall National 
Monument
On June 24, 2016, President Obama

designated Stonewall National Monu-
ment, the first national monument that
honors the history of the Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) com-
munity in the United States. This designa-
tion permanently protects the site that
played a pivotal role in the nation’s LGBT
civil rights movement.
The new monument is located at

Christopher Park, a historic community
park at the intersection of Christopher
Street, West 4th Street, and Grove Street,
directly across from the Stonewall Inn in
Manhattan’s Greenwich Village. The
monument’s boundary encompasses ap-
proximately 7.7 acres of land, including
Christopher Park, the Stonewall Inn, and
the surrounding streets and sidewalks
that were the site of the 1969 Stonewall
Uprising, an event that inspired the mod-
ern LGBT civil rights movement.
The monument designation is the result

of a yearlong effort led by U.S. Represen-
tative Jerrold Nadler and U.S. Senators
Kirsten Gillibrand and Charles Schumer,
who introduced legislative proposals in
Congress to establish a Stonewall National
Historic Site as a unit of the National Park
System. Separately, in a letter to President
Obama, Representative Nadler, Senators
Gillibrand and Schumer, and other mem-
bers of the New York congressional dele-
gation requested that the president use his
authority under the Antiquities Act to des-
ignate Stonewall a national monument.
State Senator Brad Hoylman and State 
Assemblymember Deborah Glick, along
with Mayor Bill de Blasio and Governor
Andrew Cuomo, worked together to do-
nate the land to the federal government
and make the designation possible.

“The National Park Service is marking
its centennial anniversary this year with a
renewed commitment to tell a more
complete story of our nation, and we are
incredibly proud to be entrusted with
the responsibility to share the story of
LGBT Americans through this historic
new national park site at Stonewall Na-
tional Monument,” said NPS Director
Jonathan B. Jarvis. “We will work closely
with the community to ensure that the
history we share at this site is inclusive
and gives a complete perspective of the
historic events that happened there.”
The Stonewall Inn, located across from

the newly designated national park site, was
listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in June 1999 and subsequently, with
Christopher Park and the surrounding
streets and sidewalks, designated as a Na-
tional Historic Landmark in 2000, recog-
nizing the significance of the events that
took place in the late 1960s. The Stonewall
Inn was the first LGBT site to ever be des-
ignated a National Historic Landmark.

Belmont-Paul Women’s
Equality National 
Monument
On April 12, 2016, President Obama

designated a new national monument to
honor the movement for women’s equality:
Belmont-Paul Women’s Equality National
Monument. The monument protects the
iconic house in Washington, D.C., that has
served as the headquarters for the National
Woman’s Party since 1929. From this
house, known in recent years as the Sewall-
Belmont House, members of the National
Woman’s Party led the movement for
women’s equality, authoring more than
600 pieces of federal, state, and local legis-
lation in support of equal rights.
The designation permanently protects

one of the oldest standing houses near
the U.S. Capitol and helps preserve an
extensive archival collection that docu-
ments the history, strategies, tactics, and
accomplishments of the movement to se-
cure women’s suffrage and equal rights
in the United States and across the globe.
The new monument is named for former
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100 Years...
and Counting
National Park Service Centennial—
The National Park Service turned 100
on August 25, 2016. Special events 
celebrating the milestone were held
across the country, and there was free
admission to all national parks from 
August 25 to 28, 2016. In addition to
the actual birthday, parks across the
country have been celebrating through-
out the entire year with special centen-
nial events. 
Equally as important as celebrating

the achievements of the past 100
years, the National Park Service is kick-
ing off a second century of stewardship. 
There’s something of wonder for 

all to see, experience, and learn from 
in our national parks. So, visitors 
of all ages, get up, get out there, 
and “Find Your Park!” Go to www.
findyourpark.com and plan a visit. n

New Monuments Added to 
National Park System in 2016

On November 15, 2016, Secretary of
the Interior Sally Jewell designated

the West Bijou Site in eastern Colorado
as the newest National Natural Land-
mark. With a rich fossil record, this 7,613-
acre site provides critical information for
understanding the timescale of all of
Earth’s history. Additionally, West Bijou
Creek runs through the site, supporting
a diverse ecosystem of plant and wildlife
communities, including some rare species. 
Located 31 miles east of Denver, the

West Bijou Site National Natural Land-
mark features a 1.18-inch band of sedi-
ments that marks both the massive
extinction of dinosaurs and the dawning
of the new Cenozoic Era. This moment
in time is called the Cretaceous-Paleogene
boundary and is the most recent of
Earth’s five large mass extinctions. West
Bijou Site also contains minerals and 
metals that support the hypothesis that an
asteroid caused the extinctions. 
Administered by the National Park 

Service, the National Natural Landmarks
Program was established in 1962. It rec-
ognizes and encourages conservation of
sites that best illustrate the nation’s biolog-
ical and geological history. National natural
landmarks are owned by a variety of public
and private land stewards, and the federal
designation imposes no new land-use re-
strictions that were not in effect prior to
designation. The NPS works cooperatively
with landowners, managers, and partners
to promote conservation and appreciation
of our nation’s natural heritage. 
The nonprofit Plains Conservation

Center owns the property that contains
West Bijou Site. The Colorado Natural
Heritage Program evaluated the area and
determined that it meets the criteria for
national significance. West Bijou Site is
the 599th National Natural Landmark
designation. n

New National
Natural Landmark
Designated

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE DIRECTOR JON JARVIS speaks at the public dedication
ceremony for the Stonewall National Monument. 

DOI



• The International Dark Sky Association
and Black Canyon of the Gunnison NP
announced the official selection of Black
Canyon as an International Dark Sky
Park. This designation means that Black
Canyon has exceptional opportunities to
observe dark skies and has implemented a
program of dark sky preservation, educa-
tion, and opportunities for the public to
enjoy the night sky. 
Black Canyon sits on the edge of the

great open spaces shared by western Col-
orado and southeast Utah, making it a
refuge for phenomenal dark, protected
skies. It is also close to large population
areas, giving visitors the distinct opportu-
nity of being able to observe dark skies
without having to travel great distances
from urban centers. 
Beginning in 1998, Black Canyon part-

nered with the Black Canyon Astronomical
Society in Montrose and Delta, Colorado,
to present a variety of programs. The sup-
port and dedication of the membership of
the astronomical society was integral in
making this designation possible. With that
support, park staff and local astronomers
have been working for several years to make
improvements in park lighting, ensuring
that it is night sky and wildlife friendly. Staff
and local astronomers perform light fixture
and bulb replacement, dark sky monitor-
ing, outreach programs, news media arti-
cles, and in-park interpretive programs
engaging the public in the dark sky discus-
sion and conservation efforts.
Superintendent Bruce Noble says, “Black

Canyon is thrilled to be the ninth National
Park Service site designated by the Interna-
tional Dark-Sky Association as a Dark
Sky Park. There are many opportunities
throughout the year for local, national, and
international visitors to enjoy the night sky
at Black Canyon and learn more about our
conservation efforts encouraging the ap-
preciation of such an amazing resource.”  
For more information about Black

Canyon of the Gunnison NP, visit
www.nps.gov/blca and www.facebook.com/
blackcanyonnps. For more information
about night skies in national parks, visit
www.nature.nps.gov/night. For more in-
formation about the International Dark-
Sky Association, visit www.darksky.org

• Cape Lookout NS has been named the
Best National Park Beach of 2016, ac-
cording to a USA TODAY readers’ choice
contest. “The beaches of Cape Lookout
National Seashore are truly special places
and we are very excited to see such strong
public support,” said Supt. Pat Kenney.
Nominees for this category were chosen

by a panel of relevant experts that included
a combination of editors from USA
TODAY, editors from 10Best.com, rele-
vant expert contributors, and sources for
both these media and other Gannett media
properties. All voting was digital, and the
10Best Readers’ Choice Award contest is
accessible on the 10Best.com website. 
According to Supt. Kenney, “It is extra

special for Cape Lookout National
Seashore to be selected as ‘Best National
Park Beach’ since we are also celebrating
the 50th anniversary of the creation of the
park and the National Park Service Cen-
tennial. We hope the public will come out
and visit the ‘Best National Park Beach’!”

• On February 28, 2001, the Nisqually
earthquake damaged several significant
buildings in the Pioneer Square Historic
District. One of the worst-hit buildings
was the Cadillac Hotel. Its image ap-
peared on the front pages of newspapers
across the country to illustrate the im-
pact of the 6.8 magnitude earthquake.
“Following the earthquake,” said Kji

Kelly, executive director of Historic Seattle,
“the future of the Cadillac Hotel was in
jeopardy when preliminary analysis from

structural engineers recommended demol-
ishing the building because of safety con-
cerns. We knew this critical part of Seattle’s
architectural legacy could not be lost.”  
Partnering with the National Trust for

Historic Preservation, Historic Seattle
quickly mobilized to prevent the Cadillac
Hotel’s demolition. Historic Seattle pur-
chased the building and assembled a
team of experts who began stabilizing
and rehabilitating it. The 100-year-old
building also underwent seismic retro-
fitting and restoration of its historic fin-
ishes where possible. After its completion
in 2006, the NPS relocated the visitor
center for the Klondike Gold Rush

NHP – Seattle Unit to its permanent
home in the Cadillac Hotel on Second
Avenue South and South Jackson Street.
“Because of a small collective of people

who came together to preserve a corner of
Seattle’s storied past, we’re able to wel-
come over 60,000 people from around the
world each year and share the incredible
stories of the Klondikers that still resonate
today,” said Julie Fonseca de Borges, chief
of interpretation for the park. “Partner-
ships can and do work.”
“Through its reuse in housing the

Klondike Gold Rush National Historical
Park, the Cadillac Hotel continues to tell
our collective story to the Seattle com-
munity and visitors to our city. When his-
toric buildings are lost, our stories are
also lost. This partnership is a perfect ex-
ample of preservation in action, which is
what we do every day,” said Kelly.

• Death Valley NP hosted the Celestial
Centennial Mars Fest, April 8-10. The
free night-sky and outer-space festival cel-
ebrating Death Valley’s connection to the
cosmos and the NPS Centennial included
talks; field trips; programs; stargazing;
and expositions with scientists, park
rangers, and astronomy experts.
“Death Valley National Park is proud

to team up with NASA, SETI Institute,
Mars Science Laboratory, and many oth-
ers to showcase the amazing work being
done,” said Supt. Mike Reynolds. “Death
Valley is a great place to bring all of this
together for the public to see.”
Death Valley offers some of the best

stargazing in America. The International
Dark-Sky Association designated Death
Valley NP a Gold Tier Dark Sky Park, the
highest rating of darkness. Supt. Reynolds
said, “Visitors to the park are often
amazed by the amount of stars they can
see here. Some people have never seen the
Milky Way before visiting Death Valley.”
The Mars-like terrain of Death Valley
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Happy 95th Birthday!

E&AA Life Member Joe Rumburg cele-
brated his 95th birthday in 2016! Joe
started his wonderful NPS career at Mesa
Verde NP not long after World War II.
Subsequently, he served at Bryce Canyon
NP, Zion NP, Grand Canyon NP, Rocky
Mountain NP, George Washington Carver
NM, Bighorn Canyon NRA, and Natchez
Trace Parkway. He then became regional
director at the Western Regional Office in
San Francisco, followed by assistant deputy
director in Washington, D.C., and he re-
tired from the NPS as regional director of
the Southwest Regional Office in Santa Fe. 
Joe is happily hunkered in with his

wife, Barbara, at their Arizona residence.
He speaks fondly of his life’s work, beau-
tiful surroundings, and all the friends he
and his family made along the way. 
Due to hearing impairment, phone

calls are difficult for him, but if you have
any connection to Joe or his family, he

would love for you to drop him a line!
He can be reached by mail at: 1243 
Circulo Aguilar, Rio Rico, AZ 85648; or
email him at: barbar1836@q.com. n

JOSEPH C. RUMBURG
Rumburg Family Photo

In celebration of the NPS Centennial,the Smithsonian’s National Postal
Museum is currently featuring a special
exhibition entitled “Trailblazing: 100
Years of Our National Parks.” The ex-
hibition, which opened in June 2016,
runs through March 25, 2018 and
chronicles the intersections between
the mail and the parks.
“America’s national parks are treas-

ured possessions,” said Allen Kane,
museum director. “We are excited to
celebrate their centennial through 
the unique lens of postal history and
philately.”
Visitors to the exhibition have the op-

portunity to learn about a village at the
bottom of the Grand Canyon that eats
most of its mail, that one of America’s
newest national park units was once so
secret it used multiple undercover ad-
dresses, and more. Featuring original
postage stamp art from the U.S. Postal
Service and artifacts loaned by the Na-
tional Park Service, “Trailblazing” ex-
plores the myriad ways that mail moves
to, through, and from the national parks. 
Visitors can reflect on the incredible 

diversity of national parks—seashores,

battlefields, monuments, historic sites,
and more—while exploring the origins of
the national parks and historic sites 
in various themes, including Origins,
Tourism, The New Deal, The Grand
Canyon, National Parks, National Mon-
uments, National Military Parks, National
Seashores, National Historic Sites, 
National Historical Parks, Parks in Your
Backyard, and Wish You Were Here.
Visitors will be immersed in an envi-

ronment inspired by the national
parks—setting the stage for contem-
plation, conversation, and appreciation.
One of the museum’s goals is to moti-
vate visitors to visit and explore the ac-
tual parks. The exhibition is designed
as a springboard for more questions
and deeper curiosity about America’s
national parks. This trailblazing spirit is
at the heart of the history, objects, and
stories featured in the exhibition.
Tourism to the active volcano at 

Kilauea on the island of Hawaii took off
when it became a national park in
1916, just a few weeks before the 
National Park Service was created. A
popular early tourist activity was 

National Postal Museum 
Exhibition Celebrates NPS

continued on page 10
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John R. Anderson, park ranger (protec-
tion), Kenai Fjords NP, Sept. 30, 2015
after 23 years.

E&AA Life Member Roger Andrascik,
chief, natural and cultural resources, Mount
Rainier NP, Nov. 28, 2015 after 37 years. 
Roger’s NPS career started as a volun-

teer at Olympic NP (1976), Cabrillo NM
(1976-1977), and Redwood NP (1980).
He worked as a seasonal park aid at 
(then) Black Canyon of the Gunnison
NM (1977) and then as a cooperative ed-
ucation student (1978-1980). 
Roger graduated with a degree in 

resource management planning and inter-
pretation from Humboldt State University,
converting to his first permanent job at
Curecanti NRA (1981-1985) as a resource
management specialist. He was involved in
resource management and park planning
throughout his career and maintained a
NPS law enforcement commission for 16
years. His other assignments took him to

Crater Lake NP (1985-1988), Yellowstone
NP (1988-1991), Theodore Roosevelt NP
(1991-1997), and Voyageurs NP (1997-
2002). Roger served as acting deputy su-
perintendent at Mount Rainier NP during
a 30-month detail.
Reflecting on his career, Roger said, “I

am grateful for the opportunity to have
worked for the NPS. I will miss the people
and the spectacular resources that I saw
every day. It has been a privilege and honor
to meet and work with some really out-
standing people—both within the Service,
with other agencies, tribes, neighbors, and
partners, all making significant contribu-
tions to protecting the environment.”
Roger and his wife, Karen, a teacher, will

remain in Eatonville, Wash. He looks for-
ward to chipping away at his “bucket list,”
traveling, and spending more time hiking,
backpacking, cross-country skiing, snow-
shoeing, and sea kayaking. Roger is a school
board director for the Eatonville School
District and a Nisqually Land Trust board
member. He volunteers as a Nisqually
Stream Steward working on salmon restora-
tion in the Puget Sound area. He can be
reached at andrasci@rainierconnect.com.

Sharon “Sheri” Barry, chief of admin-
istration, Glacier Bay NP & PRES, 
Jan. 2, 2016 after 30 years.
Sheri began her career with the federal

government in 1975 as a clerk/stenog-
rapher with the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice. Two years later, she joined the NPS,
first as a Design Branch secretary at the
Denver Service Center, then as superin-
tendent’s secretary at Isle Royale NP.
Stints at Chaco Culture NHP and Pic-
tured Rocks NL were next. In 1988, she

became the chief of administration for
Glacier Bay NP & PRES. After two times
away in other roles, one as the regional
budget officer, she has retired from this
same position. Sheri and her husband,
John, will reside in Gustavus, Alaska. She
invites correspondence to her personal
email at golddogs@gci.net.

Andy Chamberlain, exhibits specialist,
Harpers Ferry Center (HFC), Oct. 1,
2016 after 42 years. 
A fine arts major from Montclair State

University in New Jersey, Andy began his
NPS career as an interpretive ranger at
Morristown NHP. His first curatorial job
was at Springfield Armory NHS. He later
went to Lowell NHP, where exhibits were
planned, designed, and built in-house. 
This experience eventually landed him

a job as staff curator in the Historic Fur-
nishings group at HFC. One of his first
projects was at Valley Forge NHP, where
his interest in Revolutionary War history
proved valuable. Working with a list of
George Washington’s personal books,
Andy did research for the reproduction
of historically accurate bindings used in
the museum display.  
Much of Andy’s work drew on his skill

as a “history detective.” At Dayton Avia-
tion Heritage NHP, faded scraps of origi-
nal wallpaper yielded enough information
for him to extrapolate the full patterns.
Based on his drawings, three different wall-
papers were reproduced for the refurnished
Wright Brothers print shop. Ink stains on
a newly uncovered floor revealed the loca-
tion of the press in the print shop. Andy
employed his expertise at hands-on fabri-
cation to make the product packaging for
Dayton Aviation Heritage NHP’s historic
Hale grocery store. At Allegheny Portage
Railroad NHS, an 1840s drawing became
the reference for reconstructing and fur-
nishing the barroom in a historic inn. 
Other favorite historic furnishings and

exhibit production projects were the 1940s
offices at Tuskegee Airmen NHS and the
exhibits at Hamilton Grange N MEM. He
especially appreciated collaborating with
outstanding designers for projects at Fort
Raleigh NHS, Frederick Law Olmsted
NHS, and the “Treasures from Home”
gallery rehab at Ellis Island. In retirement,
he looks forward to working on his own
1850s house near Antietam, Md.

Howard Duncan, park ranger, Big South
Fork NRRA, Dec. 31, 2015 after 30 years.
Howard began his NPS career at Big

South Fork NRRA in 1985 as one of
only two interpretive rangers at the park.
He has served as a frontline interpreter,
the park’s historic weapons supervisor,
branch chief of visitor services, and, most
recently, the education specialist for Big

South Fork NRRA and Obed WSR. In
addition to his primary duties as an in-
terpretive ranger, he served for over 20
years as a wildland firefighter. During
that time, he made numerous trips to the
western states and assisted with many
local wildfires and prescribed burns. He
was also involved in search and rescue ef-
forts over the years. 
Howard assisted with the development

of the roads and trails plan as part of the
park’s first General Management Plan
and helped write the park’s first state-
ment for interpretation and long-range
interpretive plan. He was also closely in-
volved in many park special events such
as the Haunting in the Hills Storytelling
Festival, the Spring Planting Festival, and
the Blue Heron Ghost Train.

Charles Gilbert, Jr., realty officer (team
manager), Alaska Regional Office, Dec.
31, 2016 after over 41 years.

Allen Gilliland, airplane pilot, Katmai NP
& PRES, Dec. 31, 2015 after 15 years.
Allen started working for Katmai NP &

PRES in 2001 as a seasonal pilot. At that
time, he was working as a police officer for
the Bristol Bay Borough as well as running
his own small business doing brushing and
construction work. He retired from the
police force to focus on flying for the NPS
and running his own business.
Riding in the airplane with Allen was

an educational experience. If you were
new to the area, he would explain the
landscape and its history. If you were a
pilot, or interested in aviation, the entire
functioning of the airplane was the topic.
In addition, Allen served as a firearms

instructor for law enforcement but was es-
pecially appreciated for his wildlife firearms
training and safety classes. His aviation
knowledge extended to aviation safety
training where he taught the required
basic aviation safety classes to all employ-
ees and, much to his enjoyment, included
teaching people to exit an aircraft while
upside down and underwater in the local
pool. Despite his enjoyment in watching
people learn this skill, his own skill as a
pilot prevented anyone flying with him
from ever having to use that training!

Vera Gilliland, ranger activities assistant,
Katmai NP & PRES, Dec. 31, 2015 after
10 years.
When Allen Gilliland brought his new

bride, Vera, to King Salmon in 2004, she
applied for a job working in the Katmai NP
& PRES dispatch office. The two of them
became the team at the focus of the flight
program at Katmai, an operation that is
central to the success of all park operations

in a region that has little or no road access,
limited water access, and millions of acres
of backcountry. Vera managed the dispatch
operation through extensive changes in
flight following and procurement and 
ensured the paperwork associated with 
aviation billing was properly finalized. Al-
though dispatch was her primary duty,
Vera was invaluable in timekeeping, pay-
roll, managing CUAs, tracking reports,
and keeping a bunch of rangers on the
straight and narrow. She was the consum-
mate professional and was always ahead of
the game. She trained two chief rangers
and countless other park staff in the proper
way to get their flights on the flight board,
and then she ensured that they had all the
information they needed. 
Vera worked with people of all divi-

sions, always greeting new employees
with a smile on her face and always going
the extra mile to make sure that everyone
was safe in the field and worrying when
they didn’t call in on time. Away from the
workplace, she was the “hostess with the
mostest,” frequently hosting get-togeth-
ers at her and Allen’s hangar and home.

Willie Goodwin, Jr., community 
liaison/subsistence coordinator, Western
Arctic Parklands, Nov. 28, 2015 after 
12 years.

Ellen Hand, chief of administration for
Everglades NP and Dry Tortugas NP,
Jan. 23, 2016 after over 32 years.
Ellen joined the NPS in 1984, and in

addition to time at the NPS Southeast
Regional Office, she spent time at Gulf Is-
lands NS, the Outer Banks Group, Big
Cypress N PRES, and North Cascades
NP. Ellen managed the Southeast East
Administrative Servicing Unit (ASU),
where she supported the delivery of ac-
quisition and HR services to the South-
east Regional Office and 26 parks. She
also managed the South ASU, which sup-
plied acquisition and HR support services
to 22 national parks in Florida and the
Caribbean. Finally, this native Floridian
returned to her home state and spent the
past few years at Everglades NP and Dry
Tortugas NP.
Ellen began her career in law enforce-

ment and worked as a facility management
specialist, a contracting officer, and an ad-
ministrative officer. She also spent 25 years
involved with the incident command sys-
tem and served on the response teams for
large fires and significant storms and hurri-
canes around the country. During the span
of her career, she also served at the DOI
National Indian Programs Training Center. 
Ellen’s expertise, leadership, and com-

radery will be sorely missed at Everglades
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NP and across the parks she has touched
during her career. She is honored to have
served with so many wonderful employ-
ees and colleagues while engaged in the
important mission of the NPS and
wishes you all the very best! She and her
husband, David Croyle (EVER/DRTO
FMSS supervisor), will reside on the west
coast of Florida, where they plan to fish,
garden, travel, and explore. Ellen can be
reached at DCEH2NM@yahoo.com.

Steven F. “Steve” Iobst, deputy super-
intendent, Yellowstone NP, Sept. 30,
2016 after over 42 years.

Margaret Iskra, supervisory contract
specialist, Alaska Regional Office, Nov.
30, 2015 after 40 years.

Ruth Kalerak, administrative support
assistant, Alaska Regional Office, March
31, 2016 after over 22 years.

Janet Klein, administrative services tech-
nician, Bering Land Bridge N PRES,
Sept. 2, 2016 after 10 years.
Janet spent her entire 10 years with the

NPS in Nome, Alaska. Previous to this, she
was a secretary lead for the Washington State
Department of Corrections. She retires to
her home in Yakima, Wash., with her hus-
band and two cats. She says she met many
new people in the NPS and will miss her
friends and fellow staff members in Nome.

Janis Kozlowski, affiliated areas and
Beringian Heritage Program manager,
Alaska Regional Office, Jan. 3, 2016 after
34 years.

Randy Larson, park manager/deputy
superintendent, Yukon-Charley Rivers 
N PRES and Gates of the Arctic NP &
PRES, Jan. 29, 2016 after 33 years.

Janie Lasell, budget analyst, Denali NP &
PRES, April 30, 2016 after over 19 years.

Linda “Lindy” Lawson, human re-
sources specialist, Alaska Regional Office,
Dec. 31, 2015 after 33 years of federal
service, 26 of them with the NPS in the
Alaska Regional Office.
Lindy began her career with the federal

government in 1977 as a store clerk in
Germany for the U.S. Army. She then
worked for a variety of agencies, includ-
ing the Bureau of Reclamation, Defense
Investigative Service, OAS, and Minerals
Management Service. In 1989, she came
to her senses and started working for the
NPS’s Alaska Regional Office (AKRO). 
Lindy has always been a huge advocate

for the NPS and was excited when she
came to work at AKRO. She began as a
personnel assistant, quickly moved into a

specialist position in classification, and then
worked her way into staffing and policy. 
Lindy worked on several Servicewide

work groups and conceived and imple-
mented an electronic position description
library for the Alaska Region. This library
was later adopted by the NPS and is
known to all as the NPS Standard Position
Description Library. For this and her other
endeavors, Lindy was awarded the Supe-
rior Service Award.

Donavon Lee, maintenance worker
foreman, Denali NP & PRES, April 30,
2016 after over 30 years.

Mary “Molly” McCormick, fishery 
biologist, Wrangell-St. Elias NP &
PRES, May 28, 2016 after 15 years.

E&AA Life Member Jeff Ohlfs, chief
ranger, Joshua Tree NP, August 31,
2016 after 32 years.
Thanks to NPS retiree Donald

McHenry and his wife, Bona May, Jeff
was introduced to the NPS at a very early
age. It was after hearing their stories of
adventure, travel, and nature at the age
of five that Jeff dreamed of becoming a
park ranger. Jeff says, “Not many people
can say they have lived their dream!”
Jeff graduated from Humboldt State

University, West Valley Community Col-
lege, Santa Rosa Seasonal Academy, and
the Federal Law Enforcement Training
Center. He started his career with San
Jose City Parks, Santa Clara County
Parks, California State Parks, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, and the Bu-
reau of Reclamation. 
In 1981, Jeff joined the NPS as an in-

tern at (then) Pinnacles NM. He worked
as a law enforcement seasonal at Crater
Lake NP, Whiskeytown NRA, and Red-
wood NP. His entire permanent career
was spent as a law enforcement ranger,
first at Chesapeake and Ohio Canal NHP
and then at Hot Springs NP. He also de-
tailed to Lake Meredith NRA. The ma-
jority of Jeff’s career (26 years) has been
spent at Joshua Tree NP.
Milestones of Jeff’s career include a Hur-

ricane Ike assignment, a protection detail
for the Emperor of Japan’s visit to Saipan,
serving five years on a National Type 1 In-
cident Management Team, representing
the NPS at two National Scout Jamborees,
and completing a DOI ITAP assignment to
Oman. Most recently, he represented the
NPS at the 2016 Tournament of Roses Pa-
rade and festivities. He even did a stint as a
reality TV star on Wildlife Wars. Always
one to honor fallen officers, Jeff was a pri-
mary researcher for names to be included
on the WASO Memorial Wall. As an Eagle
Scout, he received the William T. Horna-
day Award for Conservation. He has at-

tended every World Ranger Congress, ini-
tiated the first World Ranger Day, and,
most recently, served seven years as the In-
ternational Ranger Federation’s North
American representative.
In retirement, Jeff plans to continue

traveling the globe (including working on
his NPS life list) and being a closet histo-
rian. He will also continue his work with
the international ranger community hon-
oring the work of the “Thin Green Line.”
Jeff will be released into the custody of

his wife, Deb. To which Deb responded,
“Retired husband—free to a good home!”
Jeff and Deb will continue to make their
home in Twentynine Palms, Calif.

Jim O’Sickey, revenue and fee business
manager, Glen Canyon NRA, Jan. 31,
2016 after 27 years.
In 1989, Jim exchanged his three-piece

business suit and Cleveland, Ohio, for the
green and gray and Colorado.  He was a
visitor and resource protection ranger at
Mesa Verde NP from 1989 to 1997 with
brief assignments at Hovenweep NM and
Mount Rushmore N MEM. He met his
wife, Dawn, at Mesa Verde.
In 1997, Jim combined his business

and ranger skills when he joined the fee
program at Grand Canyon NP. He
worked his way up to the deputy fee pro-
gram manager position. He became
the revenue and fee business manager at
Glen Canyon NRA in 2012.  
Jim has moved to Pigeon Forge, Tenn.

(Dawn is the new chief of administration
for Great Smoky Mountains NP).  He
plans on visiting many NPS and other
historical sites, and he hopes to try every
golf course in the area.

Douglas Peratrovich, telecommunica-
tions specialist, Alaska Regional Office,
Sept. 30, 2015 after 25 years.

Tamela Perry, concessions management
specialist, Alaska Regional Office, Dec.
31, 2015 after over 30 years.
Tamela says, “After 30-plus years of

service, I realize it’s time for me to step
aside and let the next generation take over.
I’ve encountered many wonderful and
challenging times in my federal career with
the Department of Defense and in the 
latter years of my career with the National
Park Service; starting out as a temporary
clerk-typist on Elmendorf Air Force Base
and ending up as a concessions specialist
at the Alaska Regional Office. It’s been a
great ride, but now I’m off to start a new
venture, hopefully pouring my life experi-
ence and knowledge into children (the
passion of my heart). Thanks to all for
everything you’ve taught me!”

John Pinamont, geographer (GIS spe-
cialist), Alaska Regional Office, Dec. 26,
2015 after 26 years.

William “Bud” Rice, environmental
protection specialist, Alaska Regional Of-
fice, Dec. 31, 2015 after over 29 years.
Bud’s career started as a seasonal inter-

pretive naturalist at Tuolumne Meadows
in Yosemite NP in 1974, before and after
which he worked in outdoor schools
(Yosemite Institute and Teton Science
School). In the spring of 1976, he moved
to (then) Mt. McKinley NP as an interpre-
tive naturalist, and the next winter, he vol-
unteered to mush dogs and revamp the
park herbarium. He later worked as a
backcountry ranger in parks in Alaska
from 1978 to 1986, including Katmai NP
& PRES, Noatak N PRES, Kobuk Valley
NP, and Kenai Fjords NP, during which
time he earned a master of science degree
from the University of Alaska Fairbanks in
natural resources management. His thesis
involved changes in the Harding Ice Field
complex and glaciers with management
implications for NPS at Kenai Fjords NP.
In 1987, Bud was hired as the first natural

resources manager at Kenai Fjords NP,
where he stayed through NPS responses to
the Exxon Valdez oil spill until 1992. A ma-
jority of Bud’s career was spent in the Alaska
Regional Office doing environmental com-
pliance, spill response, and other resource
planning for park issues across the state. Bud
has made significant contributions to re-
source management and subsistence man-
agement, including coordinating the Alaska
Region participation in the Western Air-
borne Contaminents Assessment Project
and Alaska Region Climate Change Scenar-
ios Project. Bud, his wife Lulie, and dogs
make their home in Eagle River, Alaska, and
have a log cabin a few miles south of Denali. 

Jeff Scott, NPS program lead for fire
planning and budget, Nov. 30, 2015
after 27 years of federal service.

Linda Stromquist, geologist, Alaska Re-
gional Office, April 30, 2016 after 30 years.

Mark D. Thompson, supervisory park
ranger (chief ranger), Kenai Fjords NP,
May 31, 2016 after over 25 years.

Robert Vathke, automotive worker,
Glacier Bay NP & PRES, Oct. 31, 2015
after 16 years.

James “Mark” Vaughn, administrative
officer, Alaska Regional Office, May 31,
2016 after over 15 years.

Claude Webster, maintenance worker
supervisor, Katmai NP & PRES, Feb.
28, 2016 after 14 years. n
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E&AA Life Member Robert D.
“Bob” Barbee, 80, Oct. 2, 2016 at
home in Bozeman, Mont.
Bob graduated from Colorado State

University (CSU) in 1958 with a degree
in biology and returned to CSU earning a
master’s degree in natural resources man-
agement in 1968. He served a stint in the
U.S. Army ROTC in Fort Benning, Ga.
Bob began his NPS career in 1958

with seasonal ranger positions at Rocky
Mountain NP and Yosemite NP. His first
permanent NPS position was as an inter-
pretive ranger at Carlsbad Caverns NP.
Next, he served at Albright Training
Center, Point Reyes NS, and Yosemite
NP. Subsequently, he was superintendent
at Cape Lookout NS, superintendent at
Cape Hatteras NS, chief of the Division
of Interpretation in the Western Re-
gional Office in San Francisco, and su-
perintendent at Hawaii Volcanoes NP,
Redwood NP, and Yellowstone NP. After

11 eventful years in Yellowstone NP, Bob
became regional director of the Alaskan
parks, where he served until his retire-
ment in 2000, capping a distinguished
42-year public service career.
Bob’s cumulative achievements within

the agency and, in particular, Yellowstone
are too numerous to recount. However,
he will always be remembered for his han-
dling of the epic 1988 Yellowstone fires
and how he persevered through the inten-
sity of that long summer. Bob’s leadership
in managing the extreme fire situation in
1988 ultimately shaped the future of fed-
eral wildland fire management policy.
Today, many of the methods used in Yel-
lowstone in 1988 are now mainstream tac-
tics in managing large wildland fires for
resource benefit, economics, and, most
importantly, human safety.
Along with other special awards, Bob

was recognized with DOI’s three highest
honor awards: Superior Service, Distin-
guished Service, and Meritorious Service.
Bob’s survivors include his wife, Carol;

daughters: Debbie (Mike Gerard), Heidi
(Norbert Samlowski), and Cindra (Mark
Delray); and seven grandchildren. Memo-
rial donations may be sent to Yellowstone
Forever (formerly Yellowstone Park Foun-
dation and Yellowstone Association). At
the request of the family, the Yellowstone
Forever organization is in the process of
establishing a special project or scholarship
fund in Bob’s name. Contributions can be
mailed to: Yellowstone Forever, Barbee
Memorial Project Fund, P.O. Box 117,
Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190.
Cards of condolence can be sent to the
Barbee family at P.O. Box 942, Wilson,
WY 83014.
A celebration of Bob’s life will be held

in May 2017 in Yellowstone NP. The 
family has set up a website for friends to
post memories of Bob at http://
www.dahlcares.com/obituaries/Robert-
Douglas-Barbee?obId=1133996#/
celebrationWall.

Betty P. Bond, 78, May 22, 2015 fol-
lowing a battle with leukemia.
Betty was the wife of E&AA Life Mem-

ber John W. Bond for nearly 58 years. She
shared John’s devotion to the NPS during
his over 32 years with the NPS in his var-
ious assignments at Petersburg NB, Pea
Ridge NMP, Jefferson National Expan-
sion Memorial, Home of Franklin D.
Roosevelt NHS, Washington Office of
History, New York City Group, and 20
years with Mid-Atlantic Region, from
where he retired in June 1992. During
their marriage, they traveled to all of the
United States, except Oregon, and much
of the rest of the world. 
Betty is survived by her husband, John;

two daughters: Beverly Becker (Richard)
and Jonna Dersch (Douglas); six grand-
children: Jennifer Huster (Todd), Jason
Becker (Nantikan), Justin Becker, and
Kathryn, Megan, and Jonathan Dersch;
and two great-grandchildren: Samantha
and Caleb Huster. Betty was predeceased
by a daughter, Tammy, in 1978. 

E&AA Member Wallace C. “Wally”
Brittain, 69, Sept. 30, 2015, due to
complications related to heart disease.
Wally earned his bachelor’s degree from

Clemson University in 1968 and his mas-
ter’s degree from the University of Geor-
gia. He served in the U.S. Army, attaining
the rank of first lieutenant, and also served
in the U.S. Army Reserve and Georgia
National Guard, retiring as lieutenant
colonel. He served in the National Park
Service for 33 years, retiring in 2006 as
chief of the Recreation and Conservation
Division (supervisory outdoor recreation
planner), Southeast Regional Office. 
Wally’s survivors include his wife, Dallas,

and son, Wallace Carlyle. Wally had a life-
long love of animals. Memorial donations
may be made to the LifeLine Animal
Project,P.O. Box 15466, Atlanta, GA 30333.

E&AA Life Member Walter Thomas
“Tom” Brown, 74, March 29, 2016.
Tom began his career as a ranger in

state and local parks following his grad-
uation in 1964 from North Carolina
State University with a B.S. degree in
recreation and park management. He
married his wife, Louise, that same year.
In 1967, he joined the Bureau of Out-
door Recreation (BOR) in Washington,
D.C., and worked in regional offices in
Philadelphia and Atlanta. BOR became
the Heritage Conservation and Recre-
ation Service (HCRS); he served for 14
years as an HCRS senior official.
When the HCRS was merged with the

NPS in 1981, Tom was named associate
regional director for planning and external
affairs. He played a major role in the cre-
ation of several southeast parks, including
Salt River Bay, Timucuan, New Orleans
Jazz, Cane River Creole, Charles Pinckney,
Natchez, and Tuskegee Airmen. In addi-
tion, he presided over multimillion-dollar
construction programs in the Southeast,
including the move of the historic Cape
Hatteras Lighthouse. In recognition of his
accomplishments, Tom was a recipient of
the DOI Meritorious Service Award in
2001. He retired from the NPS in 2003 as
associate regional director for professional
services, Southeast Regional Office, after
over 37 years of service in the DOI. 
Tom’s survivors include his wife of 51

years, Louise; his sons, Scott (Melissa) and
Stephen (Ginger); and four grandchildren.
Memorial donations may be made to Mt.
Zion UMC, 1770 Johnson Ferry Road,
Marietta, GA 30062 or to the American
Heart Association.

E&AA Life Member William Edward
“Bill” Brown, 86, May 1, 2016 in 
Sequim, Wash. 
Bill served in the U.S. Air Force during

the Korean War as a weather observer and
graduated from Whittier College with a
major in history in 1954. He joined the
NPS in 1957 as a historian/writer/editor
in Washington, D.C., and later moved to
Philadelphia. In 1963, he transferred to
the Southwest Regional Office and be-
came regional historian in 1964. Bill’s
study of the Santa Fe Trail, completed in
1963, was eventually published in book
form in 1988. Upon passage of the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act in 1966,
Bill participated on a task force dedicated
to ensuring the act was implemented to
achieve its full potential.
Bill enthusiastically joined the growing

environmental movement of the 1960s.
His passion for the environment led to a
new assignment as environmental affairs
specialist for the Southwest Region. He
oversaw environmental management,
education, and planning activities in NPS
areas and surrounding communities. 
Bill served during those years under 
legendary Director George Hartzog.
Though Bill considered Hartzog a great

friend and mentor, the two had ran-
corous debates. Bill famously quit the
Park Service in Hartzog’s office in 1970
following a particularly acrimonious pol-
icy disagreement.
For the next year and a half, Bill de-

voted himself to environmental causes,
especially the Black Mesa Defense Fund,
which opposed coal-fired power plants in
the Southwest, and to his book Islands
of Hope: Parks and Recreation in Envi-
ronmental Crisis. He rejoined the NPS
in 1971, as interpretive specialist for the
Southern Arizona Group, then back to
Southwest regional historian. In 1975,
Bill became a member of the Alaska Task
Force that worked on proposals for new
national parklands. His assignments—
keyman for the Yukon-Charley National
Rivers proposal and task force histo-
rian—provided opportunities for field
work in remote Alaska. Bill would con-
sider his two years with the Alaska Task
Force as probably the most consequen-
tial of his career. The hard work of those
years was rewarded in 1980 when Con-

gress passed the Alaska National Interest
Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA).
Bill quit the NPS a second time in 1977

and joined the University of Alaska and the
North Slope Borough as an ethnohistorian
and cultural landscape planner. His projects
included preparation of a special planning
document aimed at protecting native ways
of life in the village of Nuiqsut. He re-
turned to the NPS as chief of cultural re-
sources for the newly formed Alaska
Regional Office in 1980. Protection of sub-
sistence and other traditional lifeways in the
new parks was a major focus of his work.
Bill’s book This Last Treasure, about the

Alaska national parklands, was published in
1982 (and reissued in 2005 as part of the
commemoration of the 25th anniversary
of ANILCA). As park historian for Gates
of the Arctic NP & PRES and, later, Denali
NP & PRES, he researched and wrote his-
toric resources studies for those parks. Fol-
lowing a two-year stint back in the
Southwest, where he coordinated planning
for the commemoration of the Columbus
Quincentennial in Santa Fe, he retired
from the NPS in 1991.
Bill and his young second family

moved back to Alaska after his retire-
ment, this time to Gustavus adjacent to
Glacier Bay NP & PRES. There, Bill
found a special sense of community that
he cherished. In retirement, he con-
tributed to several special NPS projects,
including film treatments for Little
Bighorn Battlefield NM and Lyndon B.
Johnson NHP, and was invited to speak
or sit on panels at numerous conferences
and symposia. He was a regular contrib-
utor to The George Wright Forum and
rarely missed an opportunity to add his
eloquent voice to the spirited environ-
mental and political debates of the day.
He continued to be very active in park,
environmental, and education issues
throughout his retirement years.
Bill leaves behind his wife of 35 years,

Carolyn Elder, three sons from his first
marriage to Rita Sjunnesen: Darwin
(Marianne), Randy (Karen), and Ken
(Melody), and two sons from his mar-
riage to Carolyn: Daniel and Zachary.
He also leaves five grandsons: Jedediah,
Gabriel, Hunter, Noah, and Cody and
one granddaughter, Ava. Please send any
memories you would like to share to
Carolyn Elder at carobill30@gmail.com.

E&AA Life Member John H. Clay,
87, June 29, 2016.
John earned his bachelor’s degree in

business administration from the Univer-
sity of Denver in 1954 and his MBA
from Michigan State University in 1966.
He served in the U.S. Airforce during
the Korean War (1951-1954). He mar-
ried L. Jane Burt in 1951.
John began his NPS career at Yellowstone

NP in 1960 as a personnel management
specialist. Subsequently, he served as a 
personnel officer at Glacier NP (1962), de-
partmental management trainee in Wash-
ington, D.C., (1965), concessions specialist
and acting assistant superintendent at Yel-
lowstone NP (1966), regional chief of con-
cessions at the Southwest Regional Office
in Santa Fe (1967), and operations evalua-
tion specialist at the Western Regional Of-
fice in San Francisco (1971). He retired as
general superintendent of the Southern Ari-
zona Group (12 national monuments) after
serving in this position from 1973 to 1987.
Following retirement, John and Jane
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moved to Santa Fe, where they enjoyed
restoring denuded pinyon pine and grass-
lands and building trails in the Eldorado
community nature preserve. In 1995, they
moved to Carlsbad, N.Mex., and enjoyed
being docents at the local museum and the
Living Desert State Park. 
John was predeceased by his wife,

Jane. His survivors include his daughter,
Lisa Dilg (Stephen); son, John Kevin
Clay (Suzanne); two grandchildren; and
one great-granddaughter.

E&AA Life Member James Winston
“Jim” Cleveland, 88, Dec. 26, 2015
suddenly at an assisted living facility in
Peoria, Ariz.
Upon graduation from Freeman High

School in Missouri, Jim joined the war
effort and enlisted in the U.S. Navy the
next day “for the duration.” He served
in the Pacific Area as a diesel generator
mechanic in the Philippine Islands. After
the war, Jim joined his family at Elk
Basin Oil Fields, Wyo., where his father
was a telegraph operator for Standard Oil
Pipe Line, and he later moved to Cody.
In March 1949, Jim met the love of

his life, Anna “Anne” Musser, one of the
original nurses at the new Coe Memorial
Hospital in Cody. On Sept. 17, 1949,
Jim and Anne were married in Anne’s
hometown, Upper Darby, Pa.
Jim used his GI Bill benefits to graduate

from the H.E. Dolan College of Embalm-
ing at Philadelphia in 1951. However,
Cody was a much smaller town in those
days. So Jim worked for the Bureau of
Land Management as a member of the
survey crew that established the Heart
Mountain homestead farm parcels for re-
turning veterans. He also worked on con-
struction projects for the growing town of
Cody. Later, Jim started work for Husky
Oil Company, Cody Refinery, and worked
for them until 1971.
In 1971, Jim moved the family from

Sage Creek to Litchfield Park, Ariz., as
he became the construction foreman for
a hydroponic greenhouse company. After
their last two children finished high
school in Arizona, Jim and Anne re-
turned to their cherished Wyoming.
Jim joined the NPS at Yellowstone NP,

where he worked as a maintenance fore-
man for many years. He also served one
assignment in Yosemite NP before his re-
tirement after 13 years with the NPS. Jim
was a member of the Elks Club, Eagles
Club, VFW, Cody Lions Club, National
Rifle Association, the Big Horn Basin
Boat Club, and the Granny’s Restaurant
informal coffee club, where he and his
friends discussed the hot topics of the

day. He also volunteered at the Buffalo
Bill Dam Visitor Center and with the Boy
Scouts as a troop leader. He enjoyed
working on projects in his workshop such
as restoring old tractors. He was known
for his sense of humor and willingness to
help those in need. Jim and Anne trav-
eled the West with their RV and made
many new friends along the way.
Jim’s wife, Anne, preceded him in

death. His survivors include his children:
Chris (Johanne); Janet L. Mortimer
(William); Don C. (Nina); Craig D.
(Jessie); sister, Loretta Schmucker
Maudlin; brother-in-law, Leon B.
Musser (Janet); 14 grandchildren; and
18 great-grandchildren. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family suggests donations to a
charity of your choice. Condolences 
may be sent to: The Cleveland Family,
8057 West Via Montoya Drive, Peoria,
AZ 85383.

Harold “Hal” Coss, Jr., 85, August
12, 2016 in his sleep at home in 
Tucson, Ariz.
Hal reached the rank of captain in the

U.S. Air Force. He was a naturalist and
park ranger who served at Grand
Canyon NP, Organ Pipe Cactus NM,
and Saguaro NP, where he finished his
career as chief park naturalist and re-
source management specialist. A devotee
of John Muir, he was a professional en-
vironmentalist and a solid member of 
the old NPS school. Hal enjoyed scuba
diving, Civil War history, shooting,
mountain climbing, running, and biking
marathons as well as deep wilderness
journeys into the Pinacate Reserve of
Sonora, Mexico, and elsewhere in the
Southwest.
Hal was married for 42 years to the late

Mary Helke Coss. His survivors include
two children, two grandchildren, two
great-grandchildren, and two sisters.

E&AA Life Member Michael Frome,
96, Sept. 4, 2016.
Michael was a member of the E&AA and

supporter of the NPS for many years. He
was an author (beginning his writing career
as a newspaper reporter and, later, serving
as a columnist in Field & Stream, the Los
Angeles Times, and Defenders of Wildlife
Magazine); educator (he directed a pio-
neering program in environmental journal-
ism and writing for eight years at Western
Washington University); and conservation-
ist. Michael’s connection with the NPS
began over 60 years ago when Newton B.
Drury was director of the NPS. In a letter
to E&AA in 2001, he wrote: 
“I feel privileged to have known him,

for Drury was a superlative individual,
eloquent, wholly principled, and commit-
ted to public service.... Over the years, I
met many people in the agency, at all 
levels, with the very same motivation as
Drury. Those who most influenced me
initially were Sam P. Weems..., Conrad L.
Wirth, Ronald F. Lee, and S. Herbert
Evison.... I benefited immeasurably
through friendship with Horace M. 
Albright. During the five years I wrote a
weekly column, ‘Environmental Trails,’
for the Los Angeles Times, Horace dili-
gently and unfailingly clipped the column
... and mailed it to me with some perti-
nent personal historical reference.... 
“In 1967, I began the Rand McNally

National Park Guide, which continued
annually (later with Simon & Schuster)
for 29 years.... I worked to keep the
guidebook current by exploring national
parks and to keep it accurate by checking

with park personnel, who were always co-
operative and helpful.
“In due course, I found a new career

in lecturing and teaching at various col-
leges and universities, ultimately winding
up at Western Washington University....
On New Year’s Eve of 1994, I married
Reverend June Eastvold, pastor of a
Lutheran church in Seattle, and six
months later, we both retired....”
After retirement, the couple traveled,

combined with teaching, preaching, and
writing, and Michael enjoyed the North-
west Washington NPS retirees luncheons
meeting new people and reconnecting
with old friends. He has written over 20
books, including Heal the Earth, Heal
the Soul; Greenspeak; and his most recent,
Rediscovering National Parks in the
Spirit of John Muir. 
Michael’s survivors include his wife,

June; two children from his first marriage
to Thelma Seymour: William Frome and
Michele (Bill Taylor) Frome; children:
Fjaere (Francis) Mooney, Kjersti (Kathy
Moore) Nilssen, and Carl (Betty)
Nilssen; and three grandchildren. Me-
morial donations may be sent to the
Ozaukee Washington Land Trust, 200
Wisconsin Street, West Bend, WI 53095.

E&AA Life Member Michael Owen
“Mike” Hill, 67, May 1, 2016 in Mona-
hans, Tex. 
Mike graduated from Humboldt State

University in Arcata, Calif. He served as a
sergeant in the U.S. Marine Corps during
the Vietnam War from 1967 to 1969 and
was awarded a Purple Heart for his service. 
Mike had a long career with the NPS

beginning as a seasonal employee (1973-
1977) at Sequoia NP, followed by Chan-
nel Islands NP (1977-1978). His first
permanent NPS position was as a horse
patrol ranger at Petrified Forest NP in
1978. Additional assignments included
assistant district ranger at Shenandoah NP
and chief ranger at Biscayne NP. He later
served as superintendent at Timpanogos
Cave NM from 1988 to 1990. In 1990,
he was selected for the Bevinetto Con-
gressional Fellowship, which gave him
opportunities to draft legislation and be-
come involved in legislative affairs. 
In 1993, Mike became superintendent

at Petersburg NB and then, in 2000, at
Assateague Island NS, from where he re-
tired from the NPS in 2005. He then
served as the superintendent for the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department (Region
1), which is what brought him to become
a member of the Fort Davis community.
Mike was a member of the Fort Davis

United Methodist Church and a volunteer
with the Meals on Wheels program. When
budget cuts led to the cancellation of the
music program at the middle and high
schools, he stepped in to serve as a volun-
teer band director for the past two years.
He led the group of students through pep
rallies and field shows and shared with
them his love for music. For his dedication
to the band, Mike was named Fort Davis’s
2015 Citizen of the Year.
Mike’ survivors include his daughters,

Morgan and Jamie, and sister, Mary
Glinette McMurray. Memorial contribu-
tions may be sent to the Fort Davis
United Methodist Church or to the
Wounded Warrior Project.

E&AA Life Member Robert I. “Bob”
Kerr, 84, Nov. 9, 2015 due to compli-
cations from an illness.
Bob’s father was a ranger at Sequoia

NP, and Bob grew up in the park. He

graduated from Woodlake High School.
He served in the U.S. Army in the 660th
Army Engineer Battalion during the Ko-
rean War. Following his service, he grad-
uated with a degree in forestry from
Oregon State University in 1956. That
same year, he married Kathleen Tait.
Bob began his NPS career at Yosemite

NP as a seasonal ranger and moved on to a
ranger position at Great Smoky Mountains
NP. He then joined Sequoia and Kings
Canyon National Parks, where he worked
in the fire office. Subsequently, he became
assistant chief ranger at Shenandoah NP
and chief ranger at Everglades NP. 
Following management training in the

NPS office in Washington, D.C., Bob
became superintendent of Zion NP,
Canyonlands NP, and Grand Teton NP.
Bob’s awards included the DOI Merito-
rious Service Award (1978) and the 
Distinguished Service Award (1986).
After over 30 years with the NPS, he re-
tired as regional director for the South-
west Region in 1986.  
Bob’s survivors include his wife, 

Kathleen; son, Ken (Linda); daughter,
Karen Hodges (Gary); son, Michael
(Kristianne); and seven grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by a grandson,
Christian Chavez Kerr.

E&AA Life Member Lester Franklin
“Les” or “Mac” McClanahan, 89,
Sept. 8, 2016 at the Custer Regional
Hospital in Custer, S.Dak., due to a
brain aneurysm.
Les graduated from Liberty Memorial

High School in Lawrence, Kansas. He
served in the U.S. Navy from 1944 to
1946 and married Wanda Colleen Baldwin
on February 20, 1949.
Les received his B.A. degree from the

University of Kansas (KU) in 1953 and
remained a lifetime follower of the KU
Jayhawks. He worked a number of sea-
sonal and part-time jobs with the NPS
and other similar agencies until he was
offered a full-time assignment as an NPS
park ranger in 1955 at the Grand Coulee
Dam [Coulee Dam Recreation Area] in
Washington. Les went on to serve at
Mount Rainer NP, (then) Craters of the
Moon NM, Yosemite NP, and Statue of
Liberty NM as well as serving a stint in
Washington, D.C. In 1969, he became
superintendent of Wind Cave NP and
Jewel Cave NM—the pinnacle of his ca-
reer. Les served in this position until his
retirement from the NPS in 1983.
Les was always an active member of his

church, serving as elder, deacon, church
president, and in other capacities. He
was also active in the Custer Historical
Society and drove for Meals on Wheels.
Les and Wanda were avid travelers.

From the beginning of his retirement
they traveled relentlessly, touring Eng-
land and Scotland, Australia and the
South Seas, Mexico, and Canada. In the
United States, they made several trips to
Mackinac Island and the Southwest and
traveled throughout the West with their
dear friends the Shaws and the Woods.
Lately, they enjoyed bus tours and made
many trips to places around the Midwest.
Les’s survivors include his wife,

Wanda; their children: Michael (Laura),
Patrick (Marge), and Neysa Jensen
(David); nine grandchildren: Kent,
Ryan, Leah, Nathan, Sean, Ian, Melissa,
Emily, and Peter; and five great-grand-
children: Brynn, Claire, Levi, Amelia,
and Aiden. A memorial in Lester’s name
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has been established for the Education
Fund of the Employees and Alumni As-
sociation of the National Park Service. 

E&AA Life Member Jay L. Sahd, 82,
Dec. 6, 2016.
Jay was born in Cerrillos, N. Mex. He

attended high school in Tierra Amarilla
and upon graduation, moved to Albu-
querque, where he worked for Holdridge
Motor Company and then a local Coca-
Cola distributor. He next served (Jan.
1955 to Dec. 1956) in the U.S. Army’s
35th Field Artillery Battalion, 10th In-
fantry Division and was stationed in Ger-
many. After his stint in the army, with help
from the G.I. Bill, he obtained a degree in
business administration from the Univer-
sity of New Mexico in 1961. He met his
wife, Twinsa Lou Owen, during this time
period; they were married in 1961. The
couple went on to have four children. 
Jay began his NPS career in 1961 as an

administrative assistant at Walnut Canyon
NM. Subsequently, he went on to serve as
administrative assistant at Bandelier NM
(1962), administrative officer at Bryce
Canyon NP (1964), administrative offi-
cer/staff assistant/program analyst at the
NPS San Francisco Planning and Service
Center (1966) then at the Denver Service
Center (1971), and deputy budget offi-
cer/budget officer at WASO (1974). He
retired from the NPS in 1985 as a manage-
ment analyst at the Southwest Regional
Office, where he had served since 1983. 
Following Jay’s NPS retirement, he

and Twinsa started their own consulting
company, which included keeping books
and doing tax work for small businesses.
They were also heavily involved in vol-
unteer work, primarily with the Prince of
Peace Catholic Community in Albu-
querque. Their business remained active
until Twinsa’s death, due to complica-
tions from leukemia, in 1996.
Jay’s survivors include his children:

David; Deborah Fleming (husband,
Aaron); Gerald (wife, Arlene); Cheryl
Stoltzfus (husband, Eric); and seven
grandchildren. David says, “It was a great
experience to spend early childhood living
in national parks.... Our family vacations
always involved a trailer and all the won-
drous sights our nation has to offer under
the care of the dedicated employees of the
[National Park] Service.... It was a won-
derful lifestyle and opportunity for growth
that has profoundly impacted our family.”
Donations in Jay’s memory may be 
made to www.FoodForThePoor.org. An
online guestbook may be found at
www.FrenchFunerals.com.

Christopher “Chris” Schillizzi, 64,
Jan. 15, 2016, following a battle with
cancer.
Chris began his NPS career in 1976 as

a park technician at President’s Park
(White House). A native New Yorker, he
returned to “The City” to work at Gate-
way NRA. Subsequently, he worked at
Cuyahoga Valley NRA, Harper’s Ferry
Center (HFC), and Independence NHP.  
Through all of his park ranger assign-

ments, Chris brought his special blend of
enthusiasm and joy in protecting and in-
terpreting the nationally significant re-
sources of the National Park System. His
career included supervision, interpretive
trainer, specialist, and planner. 
As a HFC planner, Chris worked on

management plans for the Presidio, (then)
Adams NHS, Gateway NRA - Fort
Wadsworth, Chickasaw NRA, and Grand
Teton NP. His last HFC planning assign-
ment was on the Comprehensive Design

Plan for the White House, where he was
commended for his ability to facilitate
workshops and work groups of “any
kind…with professionalism and wit.” Chris
appreciated the wise counsel of mentors
earlier in his career, and he, too, mentored
others who went on to excel in their ca-
reers. He retired in 2003 as the chief of in-
terpretation at Independence NHP. 
An avid outdoorsman, Chris loved hik-

ing, camping, and biking and set a goal
of seeing all the states in the Union. He
enjoyed great literature, art, rock n’ roll,
and wine. Chris began a second career in
the wine industry after his retirement.
He worked as a manager in local wine
shops. A lifelong student on the subject,

Chris used his expertise as an educator to
introduce novices to the joys of wine, its
history, and viticulture. He traveled to
Chile, Argentina, South Africa, New
Zealand, Australia, Europe, and within
the United States, where he enjoyed vis-
iting wineries and meeting winemakers. 
Chris also continued his fight to pro-

tect natural resources by challenging
those he felt threatened the trails and
landscapes of nearby Timber Creek Park.
Chris is survived by his wife, Joanne,

who is a park ranger at Independence
NHP; mother, Audrey; and brother,
Stephen. A donation may be made in
Chris’s memory to one of his favorite
charities—the Natural Resources De-
fense Council or the American Civil Lib-
erties Union.

Dave Schneider, 51, Dec. 15, 2015,
in a helicopter crash in the Phoenix,
Ariz., area.
Dave was a former NPS law enforce-

ment ranger, EMT, wildland firefighter,
helicopter pilot, cowboy, and army vet-
eran. He attended college at Montana
State University, where he studied animal
science and history. He loved the out-
doors. Dave started working at Yellow-
stone NP in concessions at Roosevelt
Ranch and eventually moved over to the
National Park Service. He left the Serv-
ice to fly scenic tours on Maui, Hawaii,
before moving to Arizona to work for
Air Methods, Native 5 medical helicop-
ter service. Dave left this world doing
what he loved—helping people.

E&AA Life Member E. Irene Simmons,
91, Feb. 8, 2016 peacefully at home with
family at her side.
Irene was a former Denver Service

Center program assistant and was an ac-
tive member of the local alumni group.
She retired in 1985. 
Irene was preceded in death by her

husband, John Simmons. She is survived
by two sons: John (Kelly) and Donald;
daughter, Susie Love; her grandchildren;
and many nieces and nephews. Condo-
lences may be sent to John and Kelly
Simmons, 901 North Washington
Street, Apt. 110, Denver, CO 80203.

E&AA Life Member John Francis
“Jack” Turney, Jr., 94, Jan. 8, 2016 at
home in Alamogordo, N.Mex. 
Jack obtained his master’s degree in

1948 from Adams State College. He was
a WWII veteran who enlisted in the U.S.
Marine Corps and was then transferred
to the navy. In 1945, after serving in
North Africa, he was discharged as an
ensign. He married Donna Faye “Betty”
Mott in 1949. 
Jack’s NPS career began in 1950 as a

park ranger at Bandelier NM. Subse-
quently, he served as a staff archeologist at
the Southwestern National Monuments
headquarters in Globe, Ariz. He then be-
came the superintendent at a number of
parks including Aztec Ruins NM (1959),
Walnut Canyon NM (1963), White Sands
NM (1967), Padre Island NS (1973),
and, finally, Buffalo NR (1978), from
where he retired in 1980. Upon his NPS
retirement, John purchased the conces-
sion business at White Sands NM and op-
erated it for 17 years. He sold the business
and fully retired in 1998. He was a mem-
ber of Alamogordo Rotary Club.
Jack’s survivors include his wife, Betty;

daughters, Janet White and Elizabeth
Schellman; sons, Brian and John;
nephew, Davey Lee Johnson; 13 grand-
children; and 16 great-grandchildren.

E&AA Life Member Robert H.
Viklund, 91, Dec. 10, 2015, peacefully
at home in Santa Fe, N.Mex., due to
pancreatic cancer. 
Robert spent his early childhood outside

San Francisco, Calif., but his family later re-
located back to Williams, Ariz., where his
maternal grandparents had a ranch home-
stead. It was there that Robert learned to
love the outdoors from his cowboy uncles.
Robert joined the U.S. Navy in 1943

and served until 1946 at Guadalcanal and
on the USS Copahee. After the war, he at-
tended Northern Arizona University in
Flagstaff, studying engineering, but he
soon discovered a much more enjoyable
career in the NPS. He began as a temp and
then served as a seasonal park employee for
five years (1947-1952) at national monu-
ments including Walnut Canyon NM,
Sunset Crater Volcano NM, Wupatki NM,
Tonto NM, and Navajo NM.
In 1952, Robert became a permanent

administrative aide at Bandelier NM. It was
here that he was introduced to his future
wife, Alice Richez. They were married

when Robert was at White Sands NM,
which he joined as a park ranger in 1956.
He went on to serve as a park ranger at
(then) Tumacácori NM (1957) and Yel-
lowstone NP (1958-1962)—including
Bechler and Mammoth. He was at Yellow-
stone NP during the 1959 Hebgon Lake
earthquake—Robert and another ranger
were in a line cabin that night checking
park boundaries, and their first thought was
that a grizzly bear was trying to break in.
Next, Robert became assistant chief

ranger at Petrified Forest NP (1962-1964)
and management assistant at (then) Ore-
gon Caves NM (1964-1966). From 1966
to 1972, he served as management assistant
at National Capital Parks-East, where he
helped pioneer the Urban Parks Program.
In 1972, the family moved to Santa

Fe, where Robert worked as a park plan-
ner in the Southwest Regional Office.
He researched and oversaw planning for
new and possible parks such as the Valles
Caldera. He served in this position until
1981, when after 35 years of service, he
retired from the NPS. 
Robert’s survivors include two daugh-

ters: Lonyta and Patricia, their families,
and various cousins. He was preceded in
death by his ex-wife, Alice. Memorial do-
nations may be made to the New Mexico
chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association or
to one of the many organizations for
pancreatic cancer research.

E&AA Life Member Jerry Dean 
Wagers, 85, March 10, 2016 in Hender-
son, Nev.
Jerry graduated from the University of

California, Berkeley, with both a bache-
lor’s and a master’s degree in history. His
college career was interrupted by a tour of
duty in the U.S. Army during the Korean
War (1952-1954). Upon graduation, he
began his NPS career as a historian at
(then) Fort Vancouver NM in 1958. He
later helped to create the Museum of
Western Expansion at the Gateway Arch
at Jefferson National Expansion Memo-
rial, where he worked from 1960 to 1963.
Jerry was an instructor at the Stephen T.

Mather Training Center (1964-1967).
From 1967 to 1973, he worked for the
Fire Island New York City Group, where
he helped to create and develop Gateway
NRA and supervised work at the Statue of
Liberty and other New York locations, in-
cluding Grant’s Tomb. He became re-
gional director for the North Atlantic
Region in Boston in 1974. In 1976, he be-
came superintendent of Lake Mead NRA,
where he served until his retirement from
the NPS in 1986. He was awarded the
DOI Meritorious Service Award in 1973.
Jerry served on several regional plan-

ning boards and commissions, including
the Las Vegas Chapter of the American
Red Cross, after retirement. He was an
award-winning photographer, an avid
woodworker, a great cook, and a wonder-
ful family man. He had a deep love of an-
imals, nature, and his native California.
Jerry’s survivors include his wife of 37

years, Carol; sister, Bettye Spruance;
brother, Bill (Dianne); three sons:
Matthew (Andrea), Andrew (Yayoi), and
Douglas (James Thomas); stepdaughter,
Terri Marotta (Steve); nephews, Brian and
Brett Wagers; and three grandchildren:
Kelly, Ian, and Katelyn Wagers. He was
preceded in death by his first wife, Jane
Louise Kitchen. Memorial donations in
Jerry’s name may be made to either the
Employees and Alumni Association of the
National Park Service (www.eandaa.org)
or the National Park Foundation
(www.nationalparks.org).
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New Places & Faces
Shawn Benge, from deputy regional 
director and chief of staff, Southeast 
Region, to associate director of park
planning, facilities, and lands, WASO.

Tom Betts, from chief ranger, Katmai
NP & PRES, to superintendent, Salinas
Pueblo Missions NM.

Brian Carlstrom, from superintendent,
Biscayne NP, to deputy associate director
for natural resource stewardship and sci-
ence, WASO.

Tom Crosson, to chief of public affairs
and chief spokesperson, WASO.

Robert “Bob” DeGross, from chief of
interpretation and public affairs, Big 
Cypress N PRES, to superintendent,
Voyageurs NP.

BJ Dunn, from deputy superintendent,
Independence NHP, Edgar Allan Poe
NHS, Thaddeus Kosciuszko N MEM, and
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes) Church NHS, to
superintendent, Minute Man NHP.

Rose Fennell, from deputy superintend-
ent for operations, Boston African Amer-
ican NHS and Boston NHP, to deputy
regional director, Northeast Region.

Denise Germann, from management
assistant, Glacier NP, to public affairs 
officer, Grand Teton NP and John D.
Rockefeller, Jr. Memorial Parkway.

Gina Gilliam, to public affairs officer,
Independence NHP.

Margaret L. Goodro, from superin-
tendent, Lake Clark NP and PRES, to
superintendent, Biscayne NP.

Tim Hudson, from facilities and parks
manager, Northeast Region, to superin-
tendent, Katahdin Woods and Waters NM.

Laura Joss, from deputy regional direc-
tor/chief of staff, Intermountain Region,
to regional director, Pacific West Region.

Marin Karraker, from administrative of-
ficer, Chamizal N MEM, to administra-
tive officer, Valles Caldera N PRES.

Patrick “Pat” Kenney, from superin-
tendent, Cape Lookout NS, to deputy
superintendent, Yellowstone NP.

Kris Kirby, from chief of business and
revenue management, Yosemite NP, to
superintendent, Manhattan Project NHP.

Randy Lavasseur, from chief ranger,
Golden Gate NRA, to superintendent,
San Juan NHS.

Donald Leadbetter, from NPS Centen-
nial partnership coordinator, to national
tourism program manager, WASO.

Richard Moore, from deputy regional
chief ranger, Pacific West Regional Office,
to deputy chief ranger, Yellowstone NP.

Tara Morrison, from superintendent,
Rock Creek Park, to superintendent, 
National Capital Parks-East.

U.S. Public Health Service Capt. (Dr.)
Sara Newman, to NPS science integrity
officer, in addition to her duties as direc-
tor of the NPS Office of Public Health.

Gopaul Noojibail, from superintend-
ent, National Capital Parks-East, to
deputy superintendent, Grand Teton NP.

Dawn O’Sickey, from NPS FBMS train-
ing lead, WASO, to chief of administra-
tion, Great Smoky Mountains NP.

Mike Reynolds, from associate director
for workforce, relevancy, and inclusion,
to deputy director of operations, WASO.

Aaron Roth, from interim superintendent,
Golden Gate NRA, to associate regional
director for facilities and lands, Inter-
mountain Region. Prior to his interim
assignment, Aaron served as deputy su-
perintendent of Golden Gate NRA.

Kathleen Schneider, from project manager,
Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, to
superintendent, Pullman NM.

Kevin Schneider, from deputy superin-
tendent, Grand Teton NP, to superin-
tendent, Acadia NP and Saint Croix
Island International Historic Site.

Darla Sidles, from superintendent,
Saguaro NP, to superintendent, Rocky
Mountain NP.

April Slayton, from chief of public 
affairs and chief spokesperson, to assistant
director for communications, WASO.

Denice Swanke, from superintendent,
Little Bighorn Battlefield NM, to deputy
superintendent, Denali NP & PRES.

Kirsten Talken-Spaulding, from superin-
tendent, Fort Monroe NM, to superintend-
ent, Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania NMP.

Dr. Nita Tallent, from program manager,
NPS Mojave Desert Network Inventory
and Monitoring Program, Pacific West
Region, to chief of natural resource man-
agement and science, Cape Cod NS.

Michael M. “Mike” Ward, from acting
superintendent, to superintendent, Jef-
ferson National Expansion Memorial.
Prior to his acting assignment, Mike
served as superintendent, Voyageurs NP.

Brenda M. Waters, from superintend-
ent, William Howard Taft NHS, to su-
perintendent, Stones River NB.

Lizzie Watts, from superintendent, 
Andrew Johnson NHS and Andrew
Johnson National Cemetery, to superin-
tendent, New River Gorge NR, Gauley
River NRA, and Bluestone NSR.

Kerry Wood, from acting chief of inter-
pretation, education, and operations, to
chief of interpretation, education, and op-
erations, William Howard Taft NHS. n

MARIN KARRAKER
NPS

National Woman’s Party president, activist,
and suffragist Alva Belmont, who was a
major benefactor of the National Woman’s
Party, and Alice Paul, who founded the
party and was the chief strategist and leader
in the party’s ongoing fight for women’s
political, social, and economic equality.
After playing an instrumental role in the

passage and ratification of the 19th
Amendment guaranteeing women’s suf-
frage, Paul led the party’s advocacy work
from the house, including drafting up-
dated Equal Rights Amendment text,
writing provisions that were later included
in the Civil Rights Act to prevent discrim-
ination on the basis of gender, and work-
ing to get women’s equality language
incorporated in the U.N. Charter. A fierce
advocate for women’s equality her entire
life, Paul died in 1977 at the age of 92.

Castle Mountains 
National Monument
On February 12, 2016, President

Obama designated Sand to Snow Na-
tional Monument (which will be man-
aged jointly by the BLM and USFS),
Mojave Trails National Monument
(which will be managed by the BLM),
and Castle Mountains National Monu-
ment (which will be managed by the
NPS). The new monuments, located in
California’s San Bernardino and River-
side counties, protect approximately 1.8
million acres of spectacular landscapes,
fragile wildlife habitat, unique historic re-
sources, and important cultural sites.
The three designations connect Mojave
National Preserve, Joshua Tree National
Park, San Bernardino National Forest,
and 15 wilderness areas previously des-
ignated by Congress, creating a series of
protected lands stretching hundreds of
miles. The monuments protect current
uses of the land, including military train-
ing operations, off-highway vehicle
recreation, transportation, utility corri-
dors, and existing mining operations.
The Castle Mountains National Mon-

ument consists of approximately 21,000
acres of federal land surrounded by the
existing Mojave National Preserve. An
integral piece of the Mojave Desert, the
area has important flora, fauna, water,
and historic resources, and its designa-
tion as a national monument helps to
preserve related resources set aside for
protection in the national preserve. The
monument has some of the finest Joshua
tree forest and native desert grassland in
the Mojave Desert and contains impor-
tant cultural resources including Native
American archeological sites and vestiges
of mining, ranching, and the railroad
from the period of western expansion.
The Sand to Snow National Monument

encompasses approximately 154,000 acres
of federal lands, including just over
100,000 acres of already congressionally
designated wilderness, east of Los Ange-
les, Calif. The Mojave Trails National
Monument spans 1.6 million acres of
federal lands, including more than
350,000 acres of already congressionally
designated wilderness, managed by the
BLM between Barstow and Needles,
Calif. Connecting the Mojave National
Preserve with Joshua Tree National Park,
the Mojave Trails National Monument
ensures the biological connectivity of this
landscape while preserving traditional
uses such as hunting. n

New Monuments
continued from front page

MARGARET L. GOODRO
NPS

E&AA Life Member Douglas Gill
“Doug” Warnock, 87, July 13, 2016 at
home in Hood River, Oreg., surrounded
by family.
Doug graduated from California State

University, Fresno, in 1952 with a bache-
lor’s degree in biology and served two
years in the U.S. Army during the Korean
War. He began with the NPS in tempo-
rary positions at Yosemite NP, which in-
cluded a “Buster Ruster” control leader in
1945, 1946, 1947, and 1949, followed by
a fire control aid in 1950. 
Doug’s first permanent NPS position

was as a tour leader at Carlsbad Caverns
NP in 1954. Subsequently, he was a park

ranger at Aztec Ruins NM (1956); super-
visory park ranger at (then) Chaco
Canyon NM (1956-1959); park ranger at
Yosemite NP (1959-1962); district ranger
at Yosemite NP (1962-1968); chief ranger
at Shenandoah NP (1968-1972); assistant
superintendent at Independence NHP
(1972-1977); associate regional director -
Operations, Southwest Regional Office
(1977-1979); and deputy area director of
the Alaska Region (1979-1983). 
Doug became superintendent of Red-

wood NP in 1983 and served in this posi-
tion until his NPS retirement in 1988. His
awards include the DOI Meritorious Serv-
ice Award and a commendation from the
Secretary of the Interior for performance

contributing to the protection of the Alaska
National Interest Lands, among others.
Doug and his wife, Thelma, remained

in Crescent City, Calif., for 27 years.
They then moved to Hood River, Oreg.,
to be near family. Survivors include
Doug’s wife of over 64 years, Thelma;
five children: Karen Harding (Keith),
David, Kathy Semmes (Todd), Darell
(Anne Elias), and Kristen Hughes
(John); and seven grandchildren. n
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E&AA welcomes the 
following new members:
Urban J. Buescher, Charles Dennings,
Mary K. Foley, James Guglielmino,
Victoria Kjekstad, Lillian McElrath,
Tom Medema, Jeff Mow, Marty O’-
Toole, Karl M. Pierce, John B. Rapier
III, Betty Reid Soskin, John L. White,
and Gary P. Wuchner.



James A. Garfield:
His Life and Legacy
By Joan Kapsch 
Eastern National, 2016
ISBN 978-1-59091-182-2
72 pp; $10.95
James A. Garfield: His Life and Legacy, a

new guidebook for James A. Garfield Na-
tional Historic Site, provides a captivating
and enlightening overview of the life and
times of our 20th president. Here’s an op-

portunity to get to know and understand
this fascinating man, whom the nation lost
far too soon, and the story behind his rise
to the presidency as well as his home and
family life. The book features historical im-
ages from James Garfield’s lifetime and of
family members and full-color photos of
the Garfield home today.
James A. Garfield: His Life and Legacy

is available from Eastern National at
www.eParks.com.

Underground Ranger:
Adventures in Carlsbad Caverns
National Park and Other 
Remarkable Places
By Doug Thompson 
University of New Mexico Press, 2016
ISBN 978-0-8263-5750-2
272 pp; $24.95
For six exciting years, Doug Thompson

worked as a park ranger at Carlsbad Cav-
erns NP. In Underground Ranger, he
passes along the essence of what he learned
on this unusual job and in his related ad-

ventures exploring the surrounding Chi-
huahuan Desert. He overcame his fear of
tight spaces and heights, learned to climb
rope, and went on to explore many of the
deep vertical caves in the Guadalupe
Mountains of western Texas and southeast-
ern New Mexico—including Lechuguilla
Cave, one of the most spectacular under-
ground wonders of the world.
Underground Ranger is available at

bookstores or directly from the University
of New Mexico Press. To order, call (800)
249-7737 or visit www.unmpress.com.

Yellowstone Ranger:
Stories from a life spent with bears,
backcountry, horses, and mules,
from Yosemite to Yellowstone
By Jerry Mernin
Riverbend Publishing, 2016
ISBN 978-1-60639-090-0
368 pp; $22.95
Jerry Mernin (1932-2011) had a dis-

tinguished career in the National Park
Service that spanned four decades, five
national parks, and a remarkable 32-year
stay in Yellowstone—the park he loved
and never left. 
In his memoir, Jerry takes readers be-

hind the scenes to learn firsthand what it’s

like to be a great park ranger. Along the
way, he shares a lifetime of exciting adven-
tures, including dangerous rescues, remote
backcountry patrols, and multiple heart-
pounding encounters with grizzly bears. 
Yellowstone Ranger is available at 

RiverbendPublishing.com.

A Ranger Pure and Simple:
The Evolution of Parks and Park
Rangers in America
By Thomas A. Smith
Foreword by James Brady, former NPS
chief ranger
Robertson Publishing, 2015
ISBN 978-1-61170-202-6
220 pp; $23.00
Parks and park agencies face a huge chal-

lenge from a growing population and a so-
ciety that is becoming out of touch with
nature. Tom Smith is a former chair of the
Park Management Department at West
Valley College in Saratoga, Calif., and a
longtime seasonal Yosemite and regional
park ranger. In this book, he explores the
origin of parks in America, the problems
parks and park agencies will face in the fu-
ture, and how rangers are adapting to deal
with this changing culture. 
A Ranger Pure and Simple is available at

amazon.com and barnesandnoble.com. n

NP has also contributed directly to our
knowledge of the solar system. Death
Valley is one of several NPS sites that
have been frequently used as “analog
sites” to test theories and equipment be-
fore employing them in space.

• Doctors are increasingly writing new
prescriptions for an old remedy—time in
nature. As part of the burgeoning Park Rx
movement, health care providers through-
out the country are encouraging patients
to use parks to reap the benefits of nature’s
healing properties. On April 24, U.S. Sur-
geon General Vivek H. Murthy, NPS 
Director Jonathan B. Jarvis, health care
providers, and hundreds of people cele-
brated the first National Park Rx Day by
participating in outdoor activities. 
“Nature is good for us—it is a great

antidote to a variety of ailments, includ-
ing obesity, heart disease, and depres-
sion,” said Director Jarvis at a National
Park Rx Day event in Seattle. “A grow-
ing number of public health officials now
prescribe time in parks for the overall
well-being of their patients. In fact, it is
becoming a standard medical practice to
tell patients to take a hike.” 
Nature-based applications to prevent

and treat ailments are growing in popu-
larity. In Washington, D.C., health care
providers connect green space and park
data to an electronic medical record to
refer patients to parks for improved phys-
ical and mental fitness. In Miami-Dade
County, Fla., children receive prescrip-
tions to exercise in parks. And, in Marin
City, Calif., the community’s new Park Rx
program encourages residents to discover
and use national park trails to stay active. 
During National Park Week, on April

24, Park Rx Day events were held at 40
sites across the country and included
guided walks, educational talks, yoga,
wildlife tours, bike rides, and free public
health screenings. Dozens of partners par-
ticipated, including Kaiser Permanente,
Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC, Unity
Health Care Inc., D.C. American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics, NatureBridge, Institute

at the Golden Gate, American Hiking So-
ciety, American Heart Association, Ameri-
can Cancer Society, U. S. Forest Service,
California State Parks, YMCA, and Latino
Outdoors. U.S. Surgeon General Murthy
attended a Park Rx Day event in Rock
Creek Park, a national park in Washington,
D.C., to encourage visits to parks as part
of his larger Step It Up! Campaign to pro-
mote walkable communities. 
“We know that an average of 22 min-

utes a day of physical activity—such as
brisk walking in a national park—can sig-
nificantly reduce the risk of heart disease
and diabetes,” said Murthy. “The key is to
get started because even a small first effort
can make a big difference in improving the
personal health of an individual and the
public health of the nation.” 

• On May 29, Sagamore Hill NHS, in
partnership with the Huntington-Oyster
Bay Audubon Society, hosted visitors of
all ages who connected with local bird life
at the Centennial BirdBlitz. The strong
turnout demonstrated the importance of
birds to the Long Island community.
“The NPS Centennial celebration ef-

forts at Sagamore Hill have highlighted a
variety of community and public engage-
ment opportunities,” said Supt. Kelly
Fuhrmann. “The BirdBlitz brought com-
munity members to the park to learn
about the natural history of Sagamore
Hill that is abundant in the fields, beach,
and forest. [To be able] to work with
community partners such as Huntington-
Oyster Bay Audubon Society to promote
and implement such an informative event
is a valuable opportunity.” 
From 6 a.m. to 9 a.m., 20 citizen-scien-

tists identified and counted birds across
the park. This survey found 48 species and
246 individual specimens. Park scientists
can compare this list to Theodore 
Roosevelt’s own observations to see how
Oyster Bay has changed over the last cen-
tury. Later in the morning, naturalist Lois
Lindberg introduced new birders to the
park’s woods and beaches. At noon,
dozens of children and adults met native
birds of prey brought by Volunteers for
Wildlife. At the end of the day, the Hunt-

ington-Oyster Bay Audubon Society of-
fered a special program on “bird-friendly
communities.” Attendees learned how
their homes, gardens, and communities
can attract winged visitors and residents.

• On Sept. 30, the new superintendent of
Salinas Pueblo Missions NM, Tom Betts,
announced the park’s new designation 
as an International Dark-Sky Association
Dark Sky Park. After the announcement,
the Lake County Astronomical Society pre-

sented the park with a plaque commemo-
rating the 30-year partnership between the
park and the society. 
The beautiful dark skies were on full 

display at the Gran Quivira Ruins that
evening, providing spectacular views for the
80 visitors who attended the event. Nu-
merous astronomers were on hand sharing
both their telescopes and expertise, and
there was a night-sky tour. Now that the
park is a Dark Sky Park, it will hold at least
four evening events each summer. n
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Focus on the Parks

Off the Press

The National Park Service recently
welcomed the Peace Car and its

driver, Peace Corps recruiter Sophia
Ewing, to 12 NPS sites throughout Ari-
zona. The trip celebrates the NPS Cen-
tennial and recognizes returned Peace
Corps volunteers who work or volunteer
for the National Park Service. Sophia is
also publicizing opportunities for volun-
teerism in parks prior to and after Peace
Corps service.
Sophia kicked off this Peace Car trip on

Nov. 19 at Casa Grande Ruins NM. The
kickoff coincided with the 2016 Ameri-
can Indian Arts and Music Festival held

annually there. She met three returned
Peace Corps volunteers, including Casa
Grande Ruins NM superintendent, Karl
Pierce (an E&AA member).
From Nov. 29 through early Decem-

ber, the Peace Car was at the following
NPS sites: Montezuma Castle NM,
Montezuma Well, Tuzigoot NM, Sunset
Crater Volcano NM, Walnut Canyon
NM, Wupatki NM, Petrified Forest NP,
Hubbell Trading Post NHS, Grand
Canyon NP, Tumacácori NHP, and
Saguaro NP. For more information on the
Peace Car’s trek, visit the Peace Corps West
blog: https://peacecorpswest.com/. n

CASA GRANDE RUINS NM SUPT. KARL PIERCE, a returned Peace Corps volunteer,
poses with the Peace Corps Peace Car at the American Indian Art and Music Festival. 

Peace Corps Photo by Sophia Ewing

continued from page 2



Contribution to the E&AA Trust Fund

The E&AA Trust Fund (a 501(c)(3)) is supported only by your
generous contributions. Use this form to make a tax-
deductible contribution to the E&AA Trust Fund. Donations
may also be made to E&AA, a 501(c)(4) organization. These
gifts are not tax deductible. Send completed form to Bonnie
Stetson, E&AA Membership, 470 Maryland Drive, Suite 1,
Fort Washington, PA 19034.

Name:_______________________________________
Enclosed is a check for: $_____. I would like the donation
to support: (circle one or indicate an amount for each).
E&AA Trust Fund (tax deductible) ______________
E&AA _____________________

Looking to the Future:
E&AA’s Arrowhead
Newsletter Publication
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Thank you to the following newsletter contributors: Jennie Albrinck,
Cherilyn Alexander, Roger Andrascik, Jeremy Barnum, Sara Bartels,
Tom Betts, Sherry Bishop, John Bond, Vickie Carson, Chris Cauble,
Don Cleveland, Bob DeGross, James Dempsey, Geeg Drum, Carolyn
Elder, Marty Emery, Julie Fonseca de Borges, Linda Friar, Magaly
Green, Jane Hanna, Sharlot Hart, Jamie Hill, Ross Hopkins, Marin
Karraker, Pat McClanahan, Calvin Mitchell, Richard Moore, Nick
Myers, Dawn O’Sickey, Karl Pierce, Robert Reyes, David Sahd,
Joanne Schillizzi, Thomas Smith, Donna Turney, Lauren Consuelo
Tussing, Lonyta Viklund-Galloway, Carol Wagers, Thelma Warnock,
and Kathy Ziegenfus.
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The following donations were 
received this quarter. Thank you 
for your support.

Juin Crosse Adams
Ben Bloom
Nicholas B. Clinch
Robert Felker
William Halainen
Michael and Donny Healy
Lennon Hooper
Judy Jennings
Charles Knight
Ronald Mitchell 

In memory of Frank Betts
Frederick W. Caresia

In memory of George A. 
Fisher, Jr.

Joyce M. Fisher

In memory of Lester F. 
McClanahan

Vivian Earlene Commons
Patricia Karjalainen
McClanahan Family and Friends
Don F. Mitchinson
Thelma Warnock

In memory of John Townsley
Denis P. Galvin

In memory of Jerry Dean 
Wagers

Barbara Bell
Carol Wagers

In memory of Doug Warnock
Lawrence Trombello
Thelma Warnock 

Frank F. Kowski Memorial
Golf Tournament

Great Smoky Mountains
Midwest Region
Seattle

Benefactors

There are some changes planned for the Arrowhead
newsletter in the future. Starting in 2017, the next issue

of the Arrowhead newsletter will mark the start of a collab-
orative endeavor involving the Employees and Alumni 
Association of the National Park Service and The Coalition
to Protect America’s National Parks. After much discussion
involving the leadership of both organizations, it has 
been agreed that it would be economically beneficial for 
both groups to jointly produce a newsletter since both
groups share a common membership and have many similar
interests. 
In addition, with this change, please note that all future is-

sues of the newsletter will be posted electronically to the
E&AA website. After this last issue of the Arrowhead, we will
no longer produce hard copy issues for mail distribution. Tak-
ing this action is consistent with our intentions to conserve
resources, “go green,” and save costs. 
We look forward to our future collaborative efforts with

The Coalition to Protect America’s National Parks. n

walking out onto the hard crust of an active lava flow and using
a stick to thrust their postcards into a fissure and scorch them
before mailing.
Post offices in the national parks are not just for tourists sending

picture postcards back home, however. Park rangers, seasonal
employees, and backpackers live deep inside many national
parks and rely on a range of postal facilities for books, movies,
magazines, medicines, hardware, and other small articles.
Gen. Leslie Groves, physicist J. Robert Oppenheimer, and

more than 6,000 other personnel who developed the atomic
bomb at Los Alamos National Laboratory in New Mexico once
sent and received their mail from several undercover addresses,
including P.O. Box 1663 in nearby Santa Fe. Los Alamos 
National Laboratory became part of Manhattan Project National
Historical Park in 2015.
“This exhibition marks the centennial of the National Park

Service by exploring how the parks and the mail are inter-
twined, sometimes in surprising and unusual ways,” said Daniel
Piazza, chief curator of philately. “We’ve also managed to bring
a little bit of the national park experience indoors through 
artifacts and photographs loaned by Grand Canyon, Sequoia,
Petrified Forest, and other national parks.”
The National Postal Museum is located at 2 Massachusetts

Ave. N.E., Washington, D.C., across from Union Station. The
museum is open daily from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. (closed Dec.
25). For more information about the Smithsonian, call (202)
633-1000 or visit www.postalmuseum.si.edu. n

continued from page 2

National Postal Museum
Exhibition Celebrates NPS


