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I’s 50 years since CCC went into action

The library was an important feature of every CCC camp.

By Conrad L. Wirth and
James F. Kieley

If ever an idea coincided with the
need for it, that idea was the Civilian
Conservation Corps—the CCC. The
need was born of the Great
Depression of the 1930s. The idea was
the brain child of Franklin D.
Roosevelt, who was inaugurated 50
years ago March 4 with a pledge to
turn the economy around and head
the Nation toward recovery under the
New Deal. The CCC was a bold and
singularly successful undertaking, not
only because it involved a unique
arrangement of interdepartmental
collaboration, but also because its
broad objectives ranged from the
conservation of natural resources to
restoration of human dignity and well
being through gainful employment on
worth-while projects combined with

training, education, health care, and
family assistance.

The new Administration and the
Congress got down to work on the
recovery effort within the week. On
the evening of his inauguration the
President conferred with his principal
advisers and that very night made the
decision that started the first hundred
days of action for economic reform
and restructure. Those decisions
produced executive orders that closed
all the country’s banks for 4 days,
prohibited the shipment of gold and
silver, and called Congress into special
session to deal with the financial crisis.
Leading bankers were summoned to
Washington to advise on the
emergency. Congress convened at
noon on March 9 and passed
legislation which allowed the banks to
reopen. Other emergency bills were
quickly submitted by the
Administration and enacted. Senator

A total of 2,500 lookout towers were built by
the CCC to strengthen forest fire protection
systems.

Burton K. Wheeler’s prediction that
“Congress will jump through a hoop
to put them through” proved correct.
Within a month a total of some 13
major legislative enactments were sent
to the White House for approval.

One of those bills, which became
the Civilian Conservation Corps Act,
was introduced on March 21 and
passed on March 31. It authorized the
establishment of an independent
agency along the lines of an
organization chart that FDR had
roughly sketched on a desk pad. He
had gone so far as actually to write the
name of the CCC director in the
topmost box. That was Robert
Fechner, a gifted administrator who
had come up in the organized labor
movement to become general vice
president of the International
Association of Machinists. He also
stipulated that the director was to
report directly to the White House, not






