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NPS in the 80s and beyond 

By Naomi L. Hunt 

America will shut down its big 
industrial factories and switch to 
supplying information and scientific 
knowledge to the rest of the world by 
the year 2000. The Federal 
Government will become increasingly 
obsolete, with State and local 
governments becoming the real 
lawmakers and handling such 
programs as unemployment, highway 
construction, parks and recreation. 

Labor unions will continue to 
diminish in both influence and 
numbers, while the work week will 
shrink to 30 hours and vacation time 
will increase dramatically. 

These are some of the startling 
changes now in progress, reports John 

Naisbitt in his book Megatrends, 
published by Warner Books. 

With the growing awareness of 
these sweeping changes in society as a 
whole, changes which will influence 
us all, the NPS Training Office 
scheduled a 5-day pilot seminar at 
Harpers Ferry, W. Va., entitled "The 
National Park Service in the 80s and 
Beyond." The seminar was designed 
for managers to spend time reflecting 
and questioning . . . where we are . . . 
where we are going . . . what should 
be taken forward from the past . . . 
what is good about the present . . . 
and what should be our objectives in 
the years ahead. 

From a large number of applicants 
from throughout the System, 40 
participants were selected. 

Participants with Director Dickenson (center). 

"I fought to come," said one person. 
"I was hoping someone in Washington 
really had a crystal ball, and would tell 
us what is really down the road for us 
in the Park Service . . . how we can 
meet our responsibilities in carrying 
out the Mission in the years to come 
. . . and what there is in it for me, if I 
stick with this organization." 

I don't know if he got his answer, 
but for most of us it was a cultural and 
emotional experience. We were made 
more aware that we are all in this 
together. Parks are no longer "islands 
of hope." They are our hope! They are 
part and parcel of the mainframe of 
our society. Each one of us has a 
responsibility as an American citizen 
to take more initiative, more risk, 
exercise more courage, more 
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