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Director lauds '78 as year of accomplishment 

Dear Friends: 
This is a season of hope and renewal, a t ime to celebrate the joys and accomplishments of the 

past year and to look to greater achievements to come. 
Please accept my heartfelt thanks to all of you for your support and your dedication to duty. 
1978 has been a year of sustained and significant accomplishment. In the next edit ion of the 

COURIER, I shall discuss what I consider to have been our major accomplishments of the past 12 
months and my goals for the Service in 1979. 

During the year we shall be called upon to assume greater responsibilities than ever before. As 
we go forward, let us renew our determinat ion to protect the Nation's greatest natural and 
historical treasures even whi le enhancing the experience of each park visitor. 

Ira Hutchinson joins me in extending to each member of the Park Service Family our best wishes 
for a joyous holiday season and health and happiness throughout the New Year. 

WillKufi J. Whalen 

President lights new National Christmas Tree 

On Dec. 14 a large crowd wil l gather in 
President's Park to watch the beginning of the 
annual Christmas Pageant of Peace, and 
l ighting of the National Christmas Tree. 
Smaller trees, representing the 50 States, the 
District of Columbia and other U.S. territories, 
line a route leading to the new National 
Christmas Tree. 

Last October, truckers and treeworkers 
hoisted the new living National Christmas Tree 
into its new home in the ground in President's 
Park. 

The 30-foot Colorado Blue Spruce, 
transplanted f rom York, Pa., was picked out by 
NPS tree experts of the National Capital 
Region in the front yard of Mr . & Mrs. 

Wil l iam E. Myers, earlier this year after a 
marathon 2,000-mile search through the back 
roads of Maryland and Pennsylvania. 

Bill Ruback, manager of President's Park, 
said, "We have high hopes for this tree living 
another 20 or 30 years." The last two " l i v i ng " 
trees died premature deaths, one in the hot, 
muggy Washington cl imate, the other fall ing 
victim to a heavy storm that struck the city last 
January. 

The first l iving tree was planted in 1973. The 
42-foot spruce f rom northern Pennsylvania 
did not take to the Capital's climate and was 
replaced by a Maryland tree that fell vict im to 
the storm. 

Up unti l 1973, cut trees donated by 

individual States were used, beginning in 1954 
when the first Christmas Pageant of Peace was 
held. 

The idea of the National Christmas Tree 
began in 1923, when Middlebury College in 
Vermont sent a large spruce to President 
Calvin Cool idge, a native of that State. A live 
Vermont tree was sent to the White House the 
fo l lowing year and successfully planted on the 
grounds of the Presidential Mansion. That tree 
donned Christmas decorations unt i l 1941, 
when it died and was replaced by two live 
Oriental spruces, one of which still stands on 
the White House grounds. 



President proclaims Alaska monuments 
On Dec. 1 , President Carter used his 

authority under the Antiquit ies Act of 1906 to 
designate 56 mi l l ion acres of Alaska National 
Interest Lands as national monuments. During 
a press conference in the Interior audi tor ium 
on the same day, Secretary Andrus praised 
President Carter's proclamation as "a 
courageous act in the national interest to 
protect some of our country's great remaining 
natural treasures." 

President Carter's proclamation covers 13 
units to be administered by the National Park 
Service, two units to be managed by the Fish 
and Wildl i fe Service and two National Forests 
units which wi l l cont inue to be managed by 
the Forest Service. 

Included wi th in the new monuments are 
the Nation's largest unpol luted river valley, 
portions of the Nation's highest peak, the 
Nation's largest group of peaks over 15,000 
feet, the place where man may have first 
entered the New Wor ld , an archeological 
record of man's past in the Arctic going back 

at least 4,000 years, pr ime habitat for Alaska 
brown bears, nesting sites for mil l ions of 
waterfowl that return each fall to 47 other 
States, and the Nation's largest remaining 
virgin forest. 

"Once Congress had failed to act we knew 
that administrative action would be 
necessary," Andrus said. 

"We have begun the necessary procedures 
under the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act to make final withdrawals on 
all the proposed conservation units which 
were not designated as monuments, and we 
wi l l return to Congress in January wi th 
proposed Alaska Lands legislat ion." 

The monuments proclaimed by the 
President are: Aniakchak N M (350,000 acres), 
Bering Land Bridge N M (2.6 mi l l ion acres); 
Cape Krusenstern N M (560,000 acres); Denali 
N M (enlargement of Mount McKinley 
National Park, 3.9 mi l l ion acres); Gates of the 
Arctic N M (8.2 mi l l ion acres): Glacier Bay N M 
(enlargement 550,000 acres); Katmai N M 

(enlargement 1.4 mi l l ion acres); Kenai Fjords 
N M (570,000 acres); Kobuk Valley N M (1.7 
mil l ion acres): Lake Clark N M (2.5 mi l l ion 
acres): Noatak N M (5.8 mi l l ion acres): 
Wrangell-St. Elias N M (11 mi l l ion acres): 
Yukon-Charley N M (1.7 mil l ion acres): Yukon 
Flats N M (10.6 mil l ion acres): Becharof N M 
(1.2 mil l ion acres): Admiralty Island (Forest 
Service, 1.1 mil l ion acres): Misty Fjords (Forest 
Service, 2.2 mil l ion acres). 

Secretary Andrus said that under the 
proclamation all monuments are closed to 
mineral entry and leasing; but that for all areas 
except Kenai Fjords, the proclamation permits 
cont inued subsistence hunt ing by rural 
Alaskans, most of whom are Eskimos, Indians 
and Aleuts. (There is no record of 
contemporary subsistence hunt ing onshore in 
the Kenai Fjords area.) 

"The opportuni ty for Alaskans to cont inue 
in their traditional subsistence pursuits is 
important to me and the Department," 
Andrus said. " I t would be ironic and unfair to 
protect this land and at the same t ime injure 
the traditional people who live nearby and 
depend on this land for their l i ve l ihood. " 

Key energy people—coast to coast 

The National Park Service has embarked on 
a large-scale energy conservation program. 
Here are the key people involved in the effort. 
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