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DC park honors Edward R Murrow
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Mrs. Edward R. Murrow unveils the plaque at the dedication ceremonies of the Edward R. Murrow Park, Washington, D.C.

By Priscilla R. Baker

“Normally, the most successful journalist
will not occupy the place in history filled by
the most successful political, military, or
industrial leaders, because the responsibilities
are of a different order and the actions of
public leadership can far more easily be
measured than the influence of those who
write and speak about public actions. History
has exempted Edward Murrow fromiits rule, in
the rarest of gestures toward the calling
known as journalism. This journalist directly
affected the past, and the present knows it.”

So said retired CBS commentator Eric
Severeid on April 25th when he, Secretary of
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the Interior Andrus, Mrs. Edward R. Murrow
and other notables gathered in what once was
known as Reservation #31 at 18th Street and
Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C.,
and dedicated that park to the late journalist
Edward R. Murrow.

It was the anniversary of the late Mr.
Murrow’s birth, 71 years before. The sun
shone despite guarantees from the forecasters
that it would pour.

In his remarks at the dedication Secretary
Andrus said that “Mr. Murrow was exactly the
right man at the right time. As the war clouds
rolled in over Europe, he showed how on-the-
scene coverage could be accomplished with
radio, and then, years later, with television . . .
He brought the outside world closer to a
whole generation of Americans, telling us
what it was like in London during the years of
cruel pounding from the air, and later how it
was in post-war Europe and America . . . He
had tried for a year or two to be an executive
in charge of news, education and discussion
programs, but he gave it up, saying ‘I’'m not
the executive type. Budgets throw me for a
loop, and I can’t get myself to fire anybody.’
Despite these claims, however, Mr. Murrow
gave up his career as a journalist to serve as
Director of the United States Information
Agency, now known as International
Communications Agency.”

Mr. Severeid commented that praise
embarrassed Edward Murrow. ‘“He would
not have imagined for a moment that one day
the mightiest government on earth would

engrave his name and memory here, in the
heart of the capital city.”

Before she unveiled the marker that had
been placed at the northeast corner of the
park, Mrs. Murrow, widow of the late
journalist, said that she was proud to have
shared the exciting life of the great man who
had been honored by so many.

The inscription on the marker reads as
follows: “This park is dedicated April 25, 1979,
to Edward R. Murrow, 1908-1965, reporter and
broadcaster, director, USIA 1961-1963, who
gave his profession a standard of excellence
and whose clarity, humanity and courage
helped his country and the world to know
what America at its honest best could be.”

Edward R. Murrow (1908-1965).







