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National Park Service
Housing: What the
Future Holds

Many of you probably wonder what
I could possibly tell you about National Park Service housing that you
don't already know. You probably
think you have heard it all before,
especially those of you who are living
or have lived in NPS housing. Well, let
me surprise you. I'm not going to spend
your time or mine rehashing old news.
Instead, I'd like to tell you what I've
seen since joining the Service, and,
more importantly, what I intend to do
with regard to the issue of housing.
Traveling through the national park
system, I have become convinced that
we need to pay more attention to NPS
housing and its setting. I believe it just
is not possible to adequately protect
our nation's cultural, recreational and
natural resources without some of our
employees living in the parks in order
to protect and interpret them. I am
also well aware that those of you who
occupy park housing provide vital services to visitors after normal operating
hours! Despite the major contributions
that on-site housing provides, housing
in many of our parks has deteriorated
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beyond the capabilities of routine
maintenance. Many units need urgent
repair and rehabilitation; others need
replacement. In our newer areas, we
only need to build the houses
necessary for basic protection of
resources and visitors.
I have decided, therefore, to ask the
Secretary and the Congress to work
with the Park Service on a major housing initiative. We will seek authorization to institute a ten-year program to
replace, repair, or rehabilitate existing
houses within the system and to build
new ones in parks where they can be
justified. This does not mean building
houses where none are needed. It also
doesn't mean rehabilitating every
house we now have. It does mean using
the information we already have in
general management plans and housing management plans so that we
spend the taxpayers' money wisely to
assure the preservation and protection
of the parks, and, at the same time,
provide well designed, safe housing in
a wonderful setting.
Current plans for this initiative envision a $270 million commitment over
the next ten years. I want to concentrate on replacing obsolete housing
and trailers as soon as possible. The
next priority should be the rehabilitation and repair of permanent homes
and then seasonal housing. We should
also look to the construction of new
seasonal housing, followed by new
permanent housing. Our goal is to
provide decent, safe, and sanitary

quarters for all employees who are
needed to live in parks.
I have appointed a Housing Oversight Committee, whose names appear
in conjunction with this column, to
help me move forward with this initiative. I have asked them to make
sure that the planning for this project
is complete, effective and of the
highest quality-I will accept no less!
This initiative also will stress the importance that proper site selection
plays in park h o u s i n g - t h a t employee
housing should be in harmony with
the park theme and with the environment in which it exists. Obviously,
adequate landscaping is an important
part of site preparation, and, furthermore, the exteriors of employee
quarters need to blend into the surrounding landscape. However, exterior
appearances aren't every tiring. I am
also concerned about the interiors. The
Oversight Committee will consult current residents, including spouses and
other family members, to assure that
interior design is functional and compatible with contemporary needs. We
should be proud of the way in which
the NPS housing initiative has developed. After all, our parks are first
class; the housing available to employees should be also.
Ultimately, part of the responsibility
for this initiative will have to fall on
those of you who live in parks.
There's no getting around that and,
really, I wouldn't want to. I encourage
and expect interested employees to

Housing Oversight Committee Members
Ronald Bishop, SERO
FTS-242-4290 or
404/221-4290

Denny Huffman, Dinosaur NM
303/374-2216
Robert Lopenske, DSC
FTS-327-2160 or

Ginny Carrico, Big Bend NP
915/477-2226

303/327-2160

Walt Dabney, Ranger Activities,
WASO
FTS 343-4874 or
202/343-4874

Bill Hart
Department of the Interior
FTS-343-2080 or
202/343-2080

Irv Dunton, WRO
FTS-556-7651

Pat Smith, WASO
FTS-343-1335 or
202/343-1335

Hal Garland, SWRO
FTS-476-6386
Richard Giamberdine, DSC
FTS-327-2160 or
303/327-2160

Richard Smith
Carlsbad/Guadalupe NP
505/885-8884

contact committee members with suggestions for design criteria; assist with
proper site selection; and, most importantly, once your houses are rehabilitated or replaced, be proud of your
neighborhood. I hope you will carry
the same ethic you have about a clean
park over to your housing area.
Visitors often will adopt an attitude
about appropriate use of park resources
consistent with their impression of
how we take care of our housing areas.
If they see junked cars, careless
grounds maintenance, or haphazard

stacking of firewood in these areas,
how will they respond to our interpretive messages which stress concern
for plark resources? If we appear not
to care, why should they? Let's set the
standards and set them high!
I'm excited about this initiative, and
I believe it will have strong public support. But I also want and need your
support. I welcome your involvement
with the Housing Oversight Committee and your regional and park housing managers. Let them know your
ideas and suggestions! With the suc-

cessful completion of this initiative,
we'll have a winning combination:
we'll be able to ensure that NPS
employees are better housed, the nation's parks better protected, and park
visitors better served!

Once I hang up the phone, I
wonder, why not? Perhaps the
speakers don't know the answer
either, attributing some ill-defined disease about acceptance within an organization to an equally vague source.
Perhaps they don't see themselves as
an objective observer can: full of
energy, enthusiasm, and a remarkable
dedication to the preservation of
precious resources. Yet the most extraordinary thing about the observation overall is the frequency with
which it crops u p . And, of course, its
disturbing corollary is the question
that it implies: if this branch or that
branch of the Service doesn't feel integral to the organization, then where,
indeed, does the heart and soul of the
Park Service lie?
Several weeks ago, I had the
privilege of talking with Bill Wade at
Mather Training Center. We discussed
a variety of topics, among them the
sense of mission with which the Park
Service was founded, and the impact
that mission has had and can continue
to have on the people who work for
the organization. As Wade sees it, the
Park Service mission provides a focal
point, a place for each and every person to put his or her energy and commitment toward a common goal.
Organizations that do the best, according to Wade's informal survey—those

that have the greatest employee support and come closest to accomplishing
more of what they originally set out to
accomplish—are those that offer their
employees something to believe in,
something to strive for. So, sharing in
the mission of the Park Service, we all
become part of that Service, integral to
its operation.
Indeed, if there is any one place
where the contributions of all elements
of the National Park Service can be
shared, it is in the Courier. This
month, for example, you will find articles about Great Basin, the Service's
newest national park; Park Service
ADP aims and commitments; and
research that has shed new light on
one park's historical past. Computer
experts, archivists, superintendents,
and just plain folks have shaped this
material out of their personal and program experience.
. .. And every one of them is a member in good standing of the National
Park Service.
.. .And every one of them works
energetically at the kind of job I would
be pleased to see my two-year old
practicing as a mature young man.

Parks are encouraged to send seasonal
employees a copy of the Director's message
on housing as well as the longer article
scheduled to appear in the October issue of
the Courier.

From The Editor
From time to time I find myself lapsing into what I fondly call my "small
boy" stories. Being the parent of a
very active two-year old, my mind
tends to linger over his more
remarkable escapades, especially when
I'm called upon to contribute to lunch
room conversation. I wound up one of
these tales of high adventure recently,
basking in the glow of my companion's
approval. "Keep that u p and you
might find yourself raising a park
ranger," he heartily exclaimed.
Now you can bet I threw my
shoulders back after that one, and that
I sat a little bit straighter and a little bit
taller in my chair. A Park Service
ranger, huh? Not bad, not bad at all.
Whatever it was I was doing, I certainly would have to keep it up.
But for every good and positive
thought there inevitably comes along a
wagonload of companions to counterbalance it. A Park Service ranger, huh?
What about a Park Service personnel
specialist or a Park Service groundskeeper or a Park Service historian?
Wouldn't I be proud of any one of
these professions for my son?
Too often, when I talk to the people
who make the Park Service work, the
conversation winds down to a regretful close: "You know we really aren't
considered part of the Service out
here."

COURIER, September 1987/ 3

4 /COURIER, September 1987

COURIER, September 1987/ 5

Living on the Border
Holly Bundock
WRO Public Affairs
Reita and Chuck Berger have hosted
some of the livelier discussions on
Great Basin National Park—probably
more than any bar owner in Nevada,
muses Superintendent Al Hendricks.
At one point, debate got so frosty
Reita hoisted a sign up on the window: "Park Service not spoken here
today."
That is gradually changing. Since
Great Basin NP was authorized October 27, 1986, some park opponents
and proponents are working together
as seasonals, volunteers, and park
boosters. Before the designation,
however, the National Park and Conservation Association called the yearlong debate over Great Basin NP "Park
Wars." It capped 60 years of planning
and picking sides. Even Director Mott
has reminisced about his work on the
area in the 1930s.
The local anti-park group, Free
Enterprise Associates, raffled a gold
nugget, 698 pounds of beef, and a
chance to harvest a trophy mountain
lion in the scenic area to help pay for
opposition leader Charles Cushman
and the National Inholders Association's lobbying efforts.
Senate field hearings on Nevada
wilderness and Great Basin National
Park were held all over the state.
Governor Richard Bryan testified,
"Economic impact of a national park in
eastern Nevada is apparent. A national
park. .. contributes to our state's image. All too often outsiders view our
state with a 'wasteland mentality'—fit
for a toxic waste dump or nuclear
dumping g r o u n d . . . " Then-Governor
Paul Laxalt lobbied for a Great Basin
NP in the '60s. In the '70s, there was
renewed interest in the area, partly to
stop the development of a MX missile
site in the Snake Valley.
Some continue to argue that the area
has the world's largest deposit of the
strategic mineral beryllium and a
world class supply of tungsten. Conservationists point out that there
hasn't been any mining there in 20
years.
But locals are passionate about any
change in the area, whether it's multiple use versus park status or lifestyles.
"We like rattlers here," says one rancher, "cause they might bite a tourist."
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Lexington Arch

Here, on the edge of the Utah state
line, the "Outlaw" bar owners and 50
other residents of Baker, Nevada, look
east over sagebrush and ancient ocean
bed. They like it like that. Ninety
miles away is the bustling town of
Delta, Utah, which held its celebration
as Gateway City to Great Basin National Park in June.
It is five miles west of Baker, along a
mountain ridge typical of the dozens
of thrust fault spines running north
and south across the 800-mile great
basin, where conservationists, multiple
use advocates, and the Congress were
pitted in battle in 1985.
From the Outlaw on Main Street (in
fact the only street in Baker, which, by
the way, also calls itself the gateway to
the park), the terrain rises from 53 feet
on the floor of the Snake Valley to
6,825 feet at Lehman Caves and the
park visitor center.
The highest point in the park is
Wheeler Peak at 13,063 feet. A winding road built in the '50s by the Forest
Service affords a close-up view of the
mountain from its 10,000-foot vista
point. Hendricks maintains there is
nothing like the view from the top
available to backcountry trail users.

Most of the Wheeler Peak Scenic Area
was transferred to the National Park
Service from the U.S. Forest Service
for the 77,109-acre, 49th national park.
Up until discussions about the park
heated up, life in this part of Nevada
moved at a slow, easy pace. Commercial electric service only came to the
valley within the last 20 years, and
private phones arrived in 1978. In fact,
a busy signal at the park means you've
succeeded in dialing the sole park
telephone when it was in use. Mail is
delivered three times a week.
Seven park kids attend school in the
district of Baker-Garrison (Utah) where
classes for kindergarten through
eighth grade are offered. White Pine
High is 68 miles west, in Ely. And,
Baker boosts the largest percentage of
masters degrees per town population
in the state.
"A year ago we had a permanent
staff of six," Hendricks says of the
monument that covered one square
mile (640 acres). "Life was quiet and
all reports were answered on time."
It has been a novel existence though.
Ask Steve Riley, the chief of maintenance, about the off again/on again
lights. Candlepower in the tunnels

Bristlecone pines

and galleries of the caves was often
supplied by a heavy duty extension
cord laid across snowy ground from
the visitor center to the cave entrance
several hundred yards away.
That won't happen again, assures
the maintenance team. Nearly a half
dozen years of electrical rewiring,
hampered by the park's remoteness,
has been changed by a $500,000 contract that now supplies unfailing light
in the cave and throughout park headquarters. Contractors carefully worked
around the official chipmunk entrance
at the cave door, encasing in concrete
all wiring that passed beside the
archway.
Now the park is home to seven permanent and 30 temporary employees
who recognize the maintenance,
resource protection, and interpretive
possibilities of the park. Cave travel is
up 28 percent this year, a 37 percent
increase in June alone.
"I've seen a change already,"
Secretary Kathy Riley says. "Weekdays
are now like weekends used to be."
Norm Hiestand, interpretive
specialist, has seen a change too.
Media from around the globe need
photos, slides and interviews. Exhibits
in the visitor center must reflect national park status and the diversity of
park themes. And he's slowly accessioning a lifetime or two of Forest Service files.
The ancient bristlecone pine forest, a
remnant glacial ice field, the largest
limestone arch, plenty of historic mining structures, grazing, mining, pinyon nut collecting, and Christmas tree
harvesting are only a few of the additional responsibilities and issues for
the employees.

The Parachute and Navajo Blanket formations in Lehman Caves. Photo by
Maurice Sullivan, April 15, 1949

Just nine months ago, Wheeler Peak
was considered as a national telescope
site. Those searching for the ideal
astronomical location thought it would
be atmospherically perfect, particularly
if the mountain could be levelled to
provide 30 acres for an 11-story
building. Fortunately, those looking
skyward selected a site in Hawaii,
thereby ensuring Wheeler Peak remains undeveloped and unscarred.
For the staff, the name, acreage and
visitation have changed but the area remains the same. "It's just beautiful up
here," Kathy Riley says. She maintains
that living on the border means "we're
adopted by two great states." She
doesn't cotton to Mark Twain's description of the Baker area at all—he claimed
that the landscape is "stricken dead."
Oh sure, park staff are a long way
from Ely where most shop or go to
church but they insist park living "is
just like in town except without the
corner market" (Ely says it, too, is the
gateway to the park).
And how often do you get to Ely,
Kathy? "Every chance I get," she
laughs.
On their off-duty hours, staff often
are found at the Outlaw, which offers
the finest steak dinners and the best
gossip around. Baker has year-round
family volleyball and summer softball
games. Everyone goes to the local
grade school functions. TV's not bad —
there's a repeater near Horse Heaven
in the park and some have a power
booster to remove the snow, Riley
adds.
As for other forms of entertainment,
Superintendent Hendricks has explored every nook and cranny in the
Snake Range, as have several other

employees. However, some say
weekends have taken on a whole new
challenge since the USFS Wheeler Peak
Scenic Area became a national park.
"The park kind of put a kibosh on
wood collecting," Riley admits. "Now
we go out and around to Big Wash instead of up Snake Creek."
Fires were stoked up for the western
barbecue in the Upper Lehman Creek
Campground on August 15 when the
local Cowbelles and the Baker-Garrison
Parent Teachers Association roasted up
some grub for the several thousand
celebrating the dedication of the
newest national park. Congressional
representatives, Governor and Mrs.
Bryan, Director Mott, and lots of
friends from Utah and Nevada joined
White Pine County folks in weekend
festivities.
"There's been a lot of excitement and
increased activity," Hendricks says of
the park dedication. "It's been a
challenging and rewarding time to be
here."
Can the upcoming general management plan process offer as much
challenge and fuel to the conversations
at the Outlaw? Most observers agree
it's a sure bet!
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The Legacy of Nevada's Great Basin National Park
Richard Moreno
Nevada Commission on Tourism
When people daydream about
Nevada, they often conjur images of
glittery casinos surrounded by miles of
dry, flat desert. Because of the nuclear
testing in the state, a few even think
the state's only vegetation is a
mushroom cloud—they also believe it
to be the state flower.
In contrast, when people think of
national parks they imagine beautiful
mountains, lush forests and inspiring
natural scenic areas. Places such as
Yosemite, Yellowstone and the Great
Smoky Mountains come to mind.
Are these very different images incongruous? Not any more.
Last year, something special happened in eastern Nevada. Great Basin National Park was created on 77,109 acres
located 70 miles east of Ely. With the
park's creation, Nevada became a
member of an elite group, joining only
28 other states that can boast of having
a national park.
Besides the obvious economic benefits of such a distinction, the creation
represented an important step forward
in other ways. For example, it reinforced the state's efforts to inform people of Nevada's variety, to let them
know that there's much more to the
state than Las Vegas, Reno and desert.
How many people know that
Nevada has more mountain ranges
than any other state? The geologic
forces that shaped the state, that formed
her wide valleys and open spaces, also
wrinkled her skin a bit. Great Basin
National Park in the Snake Mountain
Range tells that story. Millions of years
ago, almost all of the land that is now
Nevada was beneath a giant inland
sea. Violent geologic forces eventually
transformed the sea into a series of
basins and mountains that geographer
C.E. Dutton described years ago as an
"army of caterpillars crawling toward
Mexico."
While only about 12 percent of the
total land in Nevada is forested, the
state's size means that percentage represents more than 8.6 million acres nearly one-third more land area than
the state of Maryland.
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A different image of Nevada

Visitors to this new park also
discover rather quickly that Nevada is
a place of beautiful mountains, forests
and scenery, that indeed it matches
their image of what they expect a park
to look like. One of the park's most
prominent features is Wheeler Peak,
the highest point wholly within
Nevada at 13,063 feet (the highest
peak is Boundary Peak at 13,143 feet,
which straddles California and
Nevada). The park's dramatic mountain rises protect an array of plant and
animal habitats, ranging from upper
Sonoran sagebrush communities to
Arctic alpine tundra.
At the higher elevations, the park
contains several of the largest known

groves of Bristlecone pines, which can
be more than 4,500 years old. These
picturesque gnarled trees are among
the oldest living things on earth.
The same geologic upheaval that
pinched Nevada's surface into dozens
of mountain ranges also created some
of this new park's most intriguing
features, among them Lehman Caves.
These formed when water slowly
seeped through the rock, dissolving
the limestone and forming cavities.
Continued seepage resulted in the
fascinating formations that now
decorate the caves.
Of course, this does not mean that
Great Basin National Park contains the
only scenic features in Nevada. There

half dozen scenic mountain peaks that
rise above 10,000 feet. In addition, less
than an hour from Las Vegas, visitors
can enjoy downhill and cross country
skiing in the winter on Mt.
Charleston, elevation 11,918 feet.
Mountains so close to the desert are a
recreational pleasure few people imagine, and they are surprised and
delighted by it.
Nevada also encompasses the
eastern face of the majestic Sierra
Nevadas. There are few places on
earth as beautiful as Lake Tahoe, set
high in the Sierra.

So, in addition to representing the
Great Basin area of Nevada, the new
national park represents a new image
for the state as well. People are
discovering there is more to Nevada
than gambling and sand. By becoming
part of the national park system, the
Wheeler Peak area joins a select fraternity that includes the best recreational
regions in the country.
Perhaps the most lasting legacy of
Nevada's newest park area won't be
its national park status, but the way in
which the park helps people understand why Nevada means "snow-covered.'

What Great Basin Means to Utah
Glen Swalberg
Utah State Board of Tourism
Great Basin National Park means a
great deal to the state of Utah.
Utah always has had a love affair
with the Snake Range to the west of its
border, in particular the southern end
that encompasses the magnificent
Wheeler Peak. Early Mormon pioneers took regular excursions to the
area, holding special programs, meetings, and family outings. This state involvement has never waned, for
Utahns continue to visit the park area
by the thousands, in spite of the fact
that Utah contains national parks within its own borders.

are plenty of other less well known
places awaiting discovery. North of the
park is the upper Snake Mountain
Range, which includes 12,067-foot
Mount Moriah. Just east is the Schell
Creek Mountain Range, home to large
herds of mule deer and elk. Still further north near Elko are the Ruby
Mountains and the Jarbidge
Wilderness Area, containing some of
the most picturesque glacial canyons,
alpine lakes and snow-capped peaks in
the west.
The Santa Rosa Mountains north of
Winnemucca include beautiful green
valleys and a number of impressive
mountain areas. The Toiyabe Range in
central Nevada contains more than a

From the very beginning, Utahns
actively have supported the establishment of Great Basin as a national
plark. One of the more ardent campaigners has beeen Utah's Dr. Robert
S. Waite, who has spent his adult life
lobbying for this historical event to become a reality. Many of our governors,
and political leaders also have worked
hard for this cause.
I honestly feel the attraction this
park has held for Utahns brings us
back year after year, time after time.
Of course the famous Lehman Caves,
is always a thrill, and the children especially enjoy this evolutionary marvel.
Many Utah schools and churches have
organized yearly excursions to the
park. University classes take regular
study groups to the area because of its
plant diversity and ecological wonders.

Starting at the desert floor with saltcrusted earth and sagebrush the panorama moves on to pinion, juniper, mahogney, bristlecone, and alpine levels,
as well as the quartzite peaks, dating
back millions of years. There is no other area that offers so much. We in
Utah appreciate this wonderful phenomenon of nature, and personally experienced much of how it came to be.
It would be unfair not to mention
that Utah also stands to gain a great
deal economically from the tourist
travel to the park from the eastern
United States. Like all others in the
West, we depend heavily on our eastern neighbors. We are proud of what
we have to show them. Even the desert
travel from Delta to the park is a beautiful sight. Our newly created Sevier
Lake is breathtaking right along Highway 50-6. Many of the mountain passes have spectacular color. It is surprising how many visitors will stop right on
the desert to view Notch Peak, and the
rock formations along the highway.
Yes, Great Basin means a great deal
to Utah. We love this wonderful park.
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Justice in Nevada
Ronald M. James
Deputy State Historic Preservation
Officer
Nevada may not have a Revolutionary War battlefield or the home of
a founding father, but since the midnineteenth century, its citizens have
eagerly pursued the creation of a
society inspired by constitutional
ideals and ethics. Nevertheless,
celebrating the bicentennial as it
relates to historic preservation in
Nevada initially presented a few problems. With the assistance of a grant
from the National Park Service, the
Nevada Division of Historic Preservation and Archeology decided to support a survey of the state's county
courthouses and develop an exhibit to
celebrate these buildings as symbols of
law and order. The county courthouse,
after all, represents a local manifestation of America's legal system, which,
at its best, incorporates ideals and attitudes manifested in the U.S.
Constitution.
The division's survey of Nevada's
county courthouses generated a great
deal of information. It dispelled the
myth, for example, that the statue of
Justice decorating the Virginia City
courthouse is one of two in the nation
without a blindfold. With the help of
the nation's state historic preservation
officers, the division identified more
than twenty similar statues. The
bronze lady of Virginia City, however,
still has the distinction of being the
only statue of Justice to grace the exterior of a Nevada courthouse. In part
because of the local pride generated by
this project, the Comstock Historic
District Commission has agreed to
fund her rehabilitation and cleaning.
The survey also supported the conclusion that the Pershing County
Courthouse is the only round historic
county courthouse in the nation. Texas
comes close, however, with four nearly
round courthouses, and Pennsylvania
has a modern round structure with a
rectangular annex. Again, local pride,
encouraged by the survey, inspired
plans for rehabilitating the structure.
In addition, a billboard on the outskirts of Lovelock, the Pershing County seat, entices tourists to stop and see
the round landmark.
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Top: The statue of Justice tliat graces tlie Storey County Courthouse in Virginia City was
purchased for $236 in 1877. Photo by Ronald M. James.
Inset: Rome's Pantheon inspired Nevada architect Frederick J DeLongchamps' design for the
Pershing County Courthouse, completed in 1922. Photo by Ronald M. Jones.

Besides generating information for
preservation planning and trivia for
tourism boosters, the survey led to the
publication of a booklet and poster,
along with the production of an exhibit on the state's courthouses. Sponsored by the Nevada Historical Society,
the project contributes to the celebration of the bicentennial and promotes
historic preservation at the same time.

The exhibit, called "Justice in Balance,"
already has reached thousands of people. With the booklet and poster, the
exhibit and a smaller traveling version
will be seen throughout the state during the next three years.
The great potential of the project for
generating pride in our nation's constitution and cultural heritage is
promising.

The Loneliest Highway in America
Holly Bundock
WRO Public Affairs
"If you counted the cars that pass
here each day you wouldn't call this
that," said the Chevron Station attendant at Austin, located along the loneliest highway in America.
A year ago Life Magazine so labelled the Nevada section of U.S.
Highway 50, the old east-west cross
country route. Residents and merchants along the route tended to take
offense until the state legislature endorsed the designation and began using it as a marketing tool.
Now travellers can pick u p an "I survived Highway 50" Survival Kit developed by the State Commission on
Tourism, collect stamps and coupons
at several locations across the state,
and be tantalized with the scenery,
nine towns, two abandoned mining
camps, a few gas pumps, and an occasional coyote.
So, throw caution to the wind and ignore the AAA rep in Life Magazine
who said, "It's totally empty. There are
no points, of interest. We don't recommend it. We warn all motorists not to
drive there unless they're confident of
their survival skills." Hmmpf.
Austin sits midway along the twolane highway carving a 408-mile route
across the widest swath of the state.
There is no gas station for 75 miles in
either direction, so the prudent driver
stops in Austin for a fillup at the Chevron (the station attendant also sells arguably the best chocolate brownies
and coffee in the state).
One hundred miles to the north,
running six lanes and parallel to U.S.
Highway 50 is Interstate 60. Thousands criss cross this route past the
Humboldt Sink, the 40-mile desert,
Winnemucca, and Elko where the annual Cowboy Poetry Contest is held.
But they surely miss much of the
flavor of Nevada and the rich history
recognized on the National Register of
Historic Places, as well as the National
Natural Landmarks found along this
workhorse road.

Photos by Richard Moreno, Nevada Commission on Tourism

Highway 50

Images of Hoss and Little Joe
Cartwright are conjured up near the
highway's western end at Lake Tahoe,
where visitors who tire of the onearmed bandits in Tahoe or Carson City
casinos can walk the grounds of the
Ponderosa.
Virginia City is only 40 miles east.
This ghost town owes its existence to
the discovery in 1859 of the Comstock
Lode which yielded $300 million in silver and gold by the end of the century.
The NPS "Endangered Landmark Report" claims that portions of the town
are in danger of sliding into a large, inactive open mining pit.
"Four-inch settlement cracks divide
the road bed of (historic) Greiner's
Bend. Estimates indicate that the collapse of this portion of the landmark
could occur at any time. The mountain
adjacent to Virginia City is slumping
into the pit as well" (come and see it
while you can!).

Not all of the state is a dry lake. The
Stillwater National Wildlife Refuge
near Fallon hosts an unusual assortment of bird and animal life. The
birds, however, are not the only ones
who enjoy the fly way. The Air Force
has a pretty active jet range over the
marshes and a few signs from Highway
50 caution travellers from the military
areas.
BLM interpretive signs explain the
geology of Sand Mountain or the massive earthquake faults not far from
junction 361. Most probably zip past
these unique natural features, preferring the variety of services offered at
the truck stop at this sage brush crossroads.
Watch out for the cattle if you think
it's possible to set the cruise control at
70. This is open range and they have
the right of way. Elk and deer too cross
the highway. Usually when you least
expect it.
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A word to the wise... If you still think
it's possible to sail past the historic
mines and ruins of Pony Express Stations, at least watch out for Austin and
Eureka Town Police who routinely park
among the sage brush at the bottom of
the hills just outside of town. "They'll
get you every time," said one state official. "They sure got me!"
Someone must have walked the
loneliest highway in America because
pictographs and petroglyphs dot the
high altitudes. Drivers might stretch
their legs for a look at Toquima Cave or
Hickison Summit.
Main Street in Eureka offers a look
at the wild west from the saloon along
the boardwalk to the movie theatre.
The Eureka County Courthouse remains a fine example of boom town
Victorian opulence, the scene of many

trials when the town was the first important lead-silver district in the U.S.
State historians acknowledge that a
million dollars in silver was taken from
a single chamber of the Ward mine in
the ridge above Ely from 1872-1882.
Charcoal for the Ward furnaces was
made from pinion pine in six wellpreserved ovens. The ghost town that
was Ward was a typical, lawless mining
camp with 2,000 people, situated at
8,000 feet in elevation. Winter was icy
cold. Hogs ran wild. Women and children begged for food. A Chinatown
was established. Early justice was by
the vigilante committee.
Reform Gulch or Frogtown was
nearby where ladies of the night set up
business in tents. One abandoned
brothel was used for a school house.
Basque restaurants, the inactive

Catholic Church,

Eureka Theatre

Austin

Nevada Northern Railway Museum in Ely
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Ruth Copper Pit, and the Nevada
Northern Railway Museum attract visitors to Ely, one of the town's serving as
gateway to the national park. A commercial airport also links this easterly
Nevada town with Salt Lake (200 miles
east), Reno (350 miles west), and Las
Vegas (250 miles south).
Highway 50 curls up and over two
more passes to Baker, still 68 miles
away, and the Border Inn, which
straddles the Utah line. To those
headed across Utah where the highway becomes pencil straight, the gas
pumps, cafe, slot machines, and seven
motel rooms must look like an oasis.
Perhaps that's why a few travellers
at the Great Basin National Park dedication were overheard to say, "Let's
wait until tomorrow to drive to Zion."

Stoke's Castle, Austin

Lonely Highway 50

Death Valley:
A Look at the Map
Margaret Johnston
Grapevine Ranger
Death Valley NM
We enjoyed a good laugh over a
game of Trivial Pursuit, when the new
seasonal missed the question, "What
national monument has lands in
California and Nevada?" Death Valley
National Monument, our newest
employee learned, spreads into both
states. Only about six percent of the
monument lies in Nevada, but that
measures an impressive 120,900 acres.
Our game continued that evening, but
we took up an orientation lesson the
next day.
A look at the park map shows why
the staff calls this little-known part of
Death Valley the Nevada Triangle.
Most people driving north through
Death Valley to Scottys Castle never
realize what lies beyond the eastern
wall of the mountains. The Grapevine
Mountains rise abruptly from the
valley floor to separate the California
and Nevada sections of the monument. The mesquite and desert holly
are left below as the grapevines climb
to a peak at 8,738 feet.
Dotted with pinyon and juniper, the
mountains level off eastward across
the flat Nevada desert at about 4,000
feet. Here begins basin and range
country, covered by miles of sagebrush
and scrub—a vast reach of ground and

Death Valley NM

Scotty's Castle, Death Valley NM

sky, explored by the most curious and
dedicated visitors.
Although, thousands of wintertime
visitors travel across a small section of
Nevada to view the geologic wonders
of Titus Canyon, annual visitation in
the remaining Triangle can only be
guessed. For an area larger in size
than Lassen Volcanic National Park,
developed visitor facilities here are
sparse: one pit toilet and three picnic
tables. Not one inch of the more than
50 miles of vehicle roads are paved.
Directions to various parts of the
Triangle can be vague. Road signs and
boundary markers disappear as
mysteriously as ships crossing the infamous Burmuda Triangle.
A confusion of old wagontracks
crisscross the desert floor. Twelve
miles of railroad grade from the abandoned Las Vegas and Tonopah railroad
trace clearly across the landscape. Part
of the first and only north-south rail
line through Nevada, the old roadbed

leaves a haunting impression of the
feverish gold rush era that occured in
the early 1900s.
In 1904, two prospectors, Shorty
Harris and Ed Cross, found a strange
green rock of gold-rich ore in some
low Nevada hills, east of Death Valley.
Their Bullfrog claim, now within the
monument, began a short-lived, but
significant period of mining and
speculating. The popular ghost town
of Rhyolite, Nevada, two miles from
the Bullfrog Mining District and outside park boundaries, once prospered
from this mining boom. While the old
bottle house and train station in
Rhyolite attracts hundreds of visitors,
most miss discovering the original
gold rush site.
Much of the Nevada Triangle still
carries names from the Bullfrog Bonanza: Goldbar, Homestake-king, Phinney
Mine, and Happy Hooligan. The
Goldbar and Bullfrog mines, two
patented claims barely within the

The Las Vegas & Tonopah Railroad grade looking toward the original Bullfrog Mine; NPS photo by John Latscher, 1978.
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monument boundaries, still show promise of gold and profit. Two private
companies recently have renewed
operations on these claims. The detailed plans and environmental
assessments submitted for operating
these claims, however, bear no
resemblance to the prospecting
schemes that color the mining history
of this Nevada Triangle. Stories rich in
sensational discoveries and disappearances of invested hopes and fortunes are still told by local old-timers.
Nearby residents of Beatty, Nevada,
think of the Triangle as their backyard
park. Old Strozzi's Ranch, nestled at
the base of the Grapevine Mountains,
is a cool summertime picnic retreat
from town. The family apple orchard

there is kept fertilized, pruned, and
harvested by local anomymous
caretakers. The abundant Bier spring
that supplied the 1920 homestead now
shows signs of frequent use by mule
deer, quail, and desert bighorn sheep.
The Nevada lands were added to
Death Valley National Monument by
proclamation of Franklin D. Roosevelt
in 1937. Protecting access to the
geologic and fossil treasures of Titus
and Titanothere Canyons were the
main concerns of the day. Now, almost
one third of the region is managed as
potential wilderness. After only 40
years, this desolate expanse of mountains and desert, valued for its habitat
and history, has been preserved. A not
too trivial pursuit!

Zabriskie Point's Manley Beacon, named for William Manley, one of the guides who led the
forty-niners out of DeathValley

A dugout dwelling was part of Cesar Strozzi's summer ranch operations; NPS photo by John Latscher,
1978.
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Wet and Dry
Cultural Resources
in Nevada Parks
Roger E. Kelly
WRO Regional Archeologist
Nevada's vastness is a natural canvas on which a complex human story
is painted, with NPS units as vignettes
of the drama.
Within the Nevada triangle of Death
Valley, the most visable evidence of
mankind's hand is the mining claims
and camps, ore and waste rock
dumps, silent tunnels, cable tramways, stamp mills and other mute
machinery that bear witnesses to
former activities. Straight-as-a-string
railroad grades, particularly the Las
Vegas and Tonopah (now preserved
within the monument), connected
mines, mills, and early 20th-century
towns in short-lived webs. Much
earlier, native Shoshone hunters and
gatherers and their ancient ancestors
struggled for subsistence in this area,
leaving small camp sites and hunting
blinds of standing stone slabs dotted
over their homelands.
Lake Mead, a 1.4 million-acre area
principally offering water-based recreation, contains historical, architectural,
and archeological resources on its
rugged shores, in isolated backcountry,
and below its inviting waters.
Prehistoric peoples are represented by
many temporary camp sites, quarrys,
the villages of Pueblo Grande de
Nevada or Lost City, excavated years
ago, and other archeological sites such
as rock art panels and ancient trails.
Occupied over a thousand years ago,
Lost City (not really lost since archeologists have amassed much information on the numerous village sites)
has been subject to erosion from
changing lake levels.
Of course, changing lake levels can
have an impact on what parts of the
archeological record remain easily visible. One of the largest clusters of rock
art in Nevada is Petroglyph Canyon, a
National Register property in Lake
Mead. More than 70 separate panels
contain 750 different elements at this
location. Elsewhere, a salt mine is now
under water, but tool-making sites
have been found on many lakeshore
terraces.
Historic sites in the area include two
submerged pioneer towns and old
mining facilities in remote backcountry. Mining railroads and mines of the
early 20th century offer contrasts from
pre-Boulder Dam times. Lake Mead

University of Nevada (Las Vegas) archeologists inspecting Lost City village
sites with Lake Mead Ranger Mike Rondas. Photo courtesy of Anthropology Department, UNLV.

even contains unusual historic ringbolts embedded by operators of early
steamboats as navigational aides
through difficult bedrock river
passages. One vessel that did not
make it is a sunken 45[ foot twinengine, wooden-hulled, open contractor's tug that went down in 1946 at
Ring-bolt Rapids. Recreation area
divers and SCUBA-equipped visitors
sometimes locate now-submerged
stamp mills, old dam facilities, and
other interesting features in this
divers' playground.
Construction of the dam and its
operation is typfied by preserved tunnels and roadbed of the governmentoperated construction railroad and the
Willow Beach gauging station, perched
precariously on vertical bedrock above
the water.
Truly, Lake Mead's cultural resources
range from ancient hunters' campsites
(and their possibly contemporaneous
mammoth quarry), magical rock art,
and later prehistoric agricultural
villages to mining and the highly industrial endeavors of world-renowned
dam-building, just over 50 years ago.
But on land and below the waters,
other sites and structures await NPS
inventory.
The new kid on the block, Great
Basin National Park, expands historic
and prehistoric resources of the former
Lehman Caves National Monument
with greater scope for different views
of the human story in Nevada. Within
the cave itself, a massive, mysterious
cultural deposit has defied clear archeological explanation. This midden
deposit covers a large area of cave
floor adjoining an entrance room and
is known to be several feet deep. Excavations in the 1930s and 1960s yielded evidence of humans, many types of
animals, and use of the cave by an-

Cultural deposit within Lehman Cave, Great Basin NP. 1960s excavation.
Photo courtesy of University ofNevado (Reno).

cient campers, but there is no firm
evidence enabling archeologists to
determine exactly how long ago all of
this took place.
The deposit has great potential to
show human interest in the cave over
hundreds or thousands of years. In
historic times, local tradition holds that
an orchard, now represented by ten
old trees and a shallow irrigation
ditch, was developed by Absolom
Lehman, cave discoverer and
caretaker. Rhodes Cabin, a 19xll-foot
log cabin, is the last structure built by
private cave owners to house tourists.
Early in NPS administration, it housed
employees and is now an interpretive
center.
The surrounding mountains of the
Snake Mountain Range plus the old
monument area of this newest national
park contain abandoned log cabins,
mining claims with weathered headframes, ore or waste dumps and
evidence of temporary camps near
mines. The spectacular mountains
crowned by Wheeler Peak also contain
hunting-and-camping archeological
sites, a major concentration of native
rock art, and other resources relating
to Native American occupation in high
elevation environments. But existing
information only teases managers.
Many other historic and native
heritage locations will require inventory before NPS knows the complexity
of human occupancy in these great
mountain islands of the Great Basin
region.
Cultural resources in Nevada's NPS
parks span thousands of years and illustrate tenacious human endeavor in
this vast territory—hunting,
agriculture, mining, transportation,
tourism, power and water management, recreation, and settlement.
Quite a story on quite a stage!

Willoiu Beach Gauging Station, Lake Mead.

Note: Thanks to colleagues in WRO and
WACC for their cogent reviews and
thoughts. REK
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Three From Lake Mead

Keith N. Eland
Acting Chief Park Interpreter
Lake Mead NRA

Lake Mead: Looking Back, Moving Forward
Lake Mead NRA is the largest,
oldest national recreation area in the
park system. Many people know that
it was created as a result of Hoover
Dam's construction, but few people
understand the events leading up to
its authorization.
In 1905, when the Imperial Valley
was flooded, people realized the Colorado River would have to be controlled if its waters and lowland
valleys were to be used fully. It was
actually in 1869, during the exploration
of the river by John Wesley Powell,
that Boulder Canyon was recognized
as a potential dam site. In 1928
engineers surveying along the Colorado River placed a similar importance on the Boulder Canyon site, and
Congress passed the Boulder Canyon
Project Act authorizing the construction of a dam. Later, this site was
discarded in favor of the present location in Black Canyon, where the depth
of the bedrock provided better geologic structure.
In 1931, a bid of $48,890,995.50 was
accepted from Six Companies Inc. for
the construction of Hoover Dam, at
that time the world's highest dam.
With the completion of the dam in
1935, Lake Mead began to fill, and
continued to fill until 1941 when the
water overtopped the spillways and
the dam spillway gates were tested.
Highest water levels were achieved in
1983 when lake elevations reached
1125.8 feet, an event resulting in a 4-Vi
foot depth of water flowing over the
raised spillway gates.
Lake Mead encompasses approximately 246 square miles, or 158,000
acres, of water surface area and contains 28.5 million acre feet of water,
enough water to supply every person
in the world with more than 2,000
gallons. Extending 225 miles up the
old course of the Colorado River to the
west end of the Grand Canyon, the
lake has a shoreline of about 550
miles.
The value of this area for recreation
rapidly became apparent in 1936 when
an interbureau agreement between the
Bureau of Reclamation and the NPS
designated the lake and surrounding
area as Boulder Dam Recreation Area.
At that time, the NPS began developing the recreation facilities available today. Lake Mead Lodge and various
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Rock art panel at Petroglyph Canyon, Lake Mead.

boat docks were constructed by concessioners, and daily boat trips were
taken from the dam into the lower
Grand Canyon.
On what is now Lake Mohave,
where the recreation area boundary
extended only a few miles south of
Searchlight Landing, there was little
activity except at the fishing camps
along the river. When Davis Dam was
begun, the recreation area was enlarged
to include the rest of then-proposed
Lake Mohave, plus a few miles of river
below the dam. When Davis Dam was
completed in 1953, the 67-mile long
Lake Mohave began to fill. Lake
Mohave has 29,000 acres of surface
area and approximately 150 miles of
shoreline.
Today Lake Mead's boundaries
enclose a total land and water area of
1.4 million acres. Deep below the
lakes, the original Colorado riverbed
serves as the boundary between states
of Arizona and Nevada. Elevations
range from 7,000 feet in the cool
pinyon-juniper forest of the Shivwits
Plateau to just 517 feet in the hot
desert lands below Davis Dam.

This vast area offers striking textbook examples of the forces that
shaped the earth's surface, as well as
lessons about the natural laws that
govern biological communities. Rock
formations exposed in the Lake Mead
country span nearly the full range of
geological history and contain striking
examples of faulting, folding, and erosion from the bottom-most formations
of the Grand Wash Cliffs and lower
Grand Canyon, to the lava flows that
cap Fortification Hill.
Simply referred to as "the Lake" by
locals, Lake Mead has become a major
area attraction, drawing an ever increasing flow of visitors to southern
Nevada. In 1949, 850,000 people
visited this area; by 1986 visitation had
exceeded 8 million. Of course, a large
percentage of these visitors come to
enjoy water-related activities such as
fishing. In addition to a few native
fish, game species have been introduced, making largemouth bass and
large striped bass the major sport fish
in Lake Mead. Rainbow trout have
been planted in the upper parts of
Lake Mohave.

Hoover Dam

Two very popular water sports are
pleasure boating and waterskiing. Boat
sizes range upward from canoes to 50and 55-foot inboard cruisers permanently moored at the marina boat
docks. The dependable desert winds
encourage sailing and sailboarding.
Swimming is especially pleasurable in
the summer months when lake
temperatures reach the 80s. Jet skiing
also is becoming popular, if somewhat
controversial. At Boulder Beach, an
area has been set aside for special
events such as Hobie Cat regattas.
Lake Mead offers something for just
. about everybody. Because of the large
number of visitors it serves and the
diversity of its recreational opportunities, the park also has to remain
alert to the issues that involve the protection, interpretation, and maintainence of its resources. This
challenge is as big, in fact, as the park
itself. •

Desert Diving
Scuba diving in the middle of the
desert?
Strange as it may seem, southern
Nevada presents some of the finest
freshwater diving available in the
west. Lake Mead, created by Hoover
Dam to control the flow of the Colorado river, is 110 miles long and
covers approximately 158,000 acres.
Water visibility ranges from a few feet
during the summer in shallow areas to
more than 50 feet in open water,
below the thermocline or during the
spring, fall, and winter. Water
temperatures remain in the low fifties
below the thermocline in the summer
and the entire water column remains
in the fifties all winter.
In Lake Mead's watery environs,
diving attractions abound. For example, consider Boulder Islands, where

old boats have been placed for training
and sport diving or where the cement
tank with its 12-foot high walls provides a bit of history (this tank stored
water for the gravel separation plant in
Hemenway Valley during the construction of Hoover Dam). Then there is
Wishing Well Cove, where sheer walls
in the narrow canyon drop to hundreds of feet; Black Canyon, site of
Hoover Dam, for sheer wall diving;
Little Gyp Beds, an area of exposed
gypsum reefs eroded by water and
wind until they resemble underwater
icebergs; and a B-29 bomber that went
down in Lake Mead, but has never
been found. Even a few foundations
remain where a Mormon town was
sunbmerged when the lake filled
behind Hoover Dam.
Lake Mohave, created by Davis
Dam, is yet another source of underwater thrills. A narrow lake 67 miles
long, its upper portion contains cold
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Three From Lake Mead (continued)
water currents in the mid-50-degree
range. This stretch offers some of the
finest "drift" diving found in the
western United States. Other attractions include: the wrecked 38-foot
wooden work boat used during the
spillway tunnel repair job in the early
1940s; drift diving in currents up to
ten miles per hour from Hoover Dam
downstream for about fifteen miles; an
old mining stamp mill at Eldorado Canyon; and ring-bolt rapids, an area of
very swift water with boils and white
water surface conditions (this short
stretch requires advanced diving
capabilities).
Animal life in both lakes include
asiatic clams, a small freshwater clam
highly prized as a delicacy and found
by the thousands in 40 to 50 feet of
water; carp, legal for spearfishing; and
striped bass, also legal for spearfishing
(the largest striper speared weighed 48
pounds, and the record holder for
hook and line is 52 pounds, 8 ounces).
Fish to look at but not touch include
the razorback sucker, one of the few
native fish still found in the Colorado
River; largemouth black bass; catfish;
crappie; bluegill perch; green sunfish;
and rainbow trout.
Lake Mead maintains a fifteen-member dive team, entirely comprised of
park employees. The fully equipped
dive locker supports several hundred
man-dives each year, for body search
and recovery; law enforcement investigations; maintenance of underwater government equipment such as
anchors, cables, docks, and pumps;
research; training; and property
recovery.
Having this capability saves the
government untold dollars annually.
NPS divers are trained to dive in all
conditions, year round, day or night.
Members of the team travel to other
western parks to assist in their diving
activities. The Lake Mead team also
covers diving needs at Death Valley in
a warm water spring called Devil's
Hole. As one of the founders of the
NPS diving program, the park also
plays host to other NPS divers for
training sessions.
S o . . . next time you plan a trip to a
barren desert, pack your scuba gear.
You just may be suprised. •
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Lake Mead Rangers or Super Cops?
When Park Service people think of
Lake Mead NRA, they probably think
of law enforcement. They doubt if they
would ever want to work at the recreation area because they've heard that all
the rangers are super cops. I too used
to think that Lake Mead rangers were
super cops. I could think of nothing
worse than becoming one of them. But
life has its fill of ironic moments, and I
suppose my very determination to
avoid Lake Mead had a way of leading
me there.
I started my Park Service career at
Point Reyes NS in 1970. Previously I
had worked as a deputy sheriff in
northern California and became a park
technician because of that experience.
We did law enforcement at Point
Reyes. We even carried guns, but we
had to keep them out of sight.
While at Point Reyes, I attended
ranger skills training at Albright Training Center. One of our field trips took
us to Lake Mead. I remember little
more about the trip than the visitor
center. While the class was seated in
the auditorium, in walked several field
rangers, wearing their full law enforcement gear. Afterwards, they took us
outside to see their fully-equipped law
enforcement vehicles, all with prisoner
cages, batons, and the shotguns standing upright by the dashboard. What a
sight! When we did our trip evaluation
back at Albright, Lake Mead got a bad
rating from all of us. In our minds
rangers weren't and shouldn't be like
that.
My next encounter with a Lake
Mead ranger came at Redwood NP in
1973. I heard that the park had hired
Howard Dimont, who was coming
from Lake Mead, and assumed he was
a super cop like those others I had
seen there. Well, Howard turned out
to great, someone much different from
the man I expected. Everyone decided
he must have been a maverick at the
recreation area because he didn't make
us wear guns or arrest visitors.
Next, I transferred to Montezuma
Castle NM, having decided I would
never work at Lake Mead because I
didn't want to be a cop again. Nevertheless, since I was a park technician
at the time, I did tell my wife I would

be willing to transfer anywhere in
order to become a park ranger. Of
course, as I might have predicted, the
call that changed my Park Service
status came from Newt Sikes, chief
ranger at Lake Mead.
I reported for duty in February 1975,
now more than 12 years ago. I was
issued my law enforcement gear and I
knew I would be forced to become a
super cop like my coworkers. How
wrong I was!
Sure, I handled law enforcement
assignments, but I provided a lot of
resource management, emergency
medical service, search and rescue,
maintenance, and even interpretation
as well. In fact, law enforcement was
not a major part of my duties. My
supervisor, James Riley, preferred
resource management. After 6-V2 years
at Lake Mead I took an inpark transfer
to Willow Beach. This area has less
law enforcement than Cottonwood
Cove. William Sherman, the district
ranger, also was interested in resource
management. So here I was at Lake
Mead and I felt like a real ranger. In
September 1986 I took another inpark
transfer to become the district
interpreter.
Before my Lake Mead experience I
had a preconceived idea of what a
Lake Mead ranger was and how
super-cop tactics could wreck havoc in
a park. My twelve years in the recreation area have brought me in contact
with quite a few super cops who were
as much rangers as anyone else. All of
them preferred doing jobs other than
law enforcement, but law enforcement
has to be done by someone. I am
proud to be a Lake Mead ranger and
to know that when the need arises when we have to be super cops—we
are properly trained to do the job, but
that otherwise we are as much a part
of the ranger corps as everyone else. •

Where Americans Play: Theme Study Looks at Recreation
Somewhere in the jumble of recollections we carry with us from childhood,
there echo the carefree, cheerful tunes
of a favorite carousel. Nothing spells
summer like the music made in our
minds by those arching swans and
prancing horses, circling and circling
forever in memory, under awnings of
faded yellow and white. Because these
and the other places Americans play
are essential to our culture, they have
been examined as part of a research effort conducted by the National Park
Service—the National Historic Landmark Program, whose purpose is to
identify places of exceptional national
value, with the goal of their preservation in mind.
From cricket clubs to speedways,
resort hotels to amusement parks, the
diversity of America's rich recreational
past has been tracked down and
evaluated by historian James H.
Charleton. His effort resulted in a
rather hefty (800 [ pages in all) study
titled Recreation in the United States:
National Historic Landmark Theme
Study. As a result of Charleton's work,
46 sites have been determined worthy
of national landmark status.
"They really are very much identified with American culture,"
acknowledges Charleton, who admits
to some soul searching early in his
research. "The influence some of our
recreational pursuits has had on
modern society can be measured by
their crossover effects on language,
art, music and literature. In addition,
the recreational pursuits represented
by those properties we studied are
known to and admired by a greater
segment of the population than are
many of the nation's architectural
jewels."
Considering the number of ways
Americans have been known to have
fun, how does a historian determine
what is important? According to
Charleton, two considerations govern
what gets studied and what doesn't.
The first involves a sensitivity for
evaluating properties at different
levels. As Charleton explains, little red
school houses or covered bridges in
America are not all individually important on a national level. The covered
bridge in Ohio is not the Brooklyn
bridge, and the one-room schoolhouse
no Harvard. Nevertheless, they are
ideal candidates for National Register
listing, explains Charleton, which is
not to say that the Register listing is of
less value than the landmark designation. "It's just that the properties are
profoundly different types."

Detail of Looff horse on the 1911 carousel at the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk

"The other key concept," says
Charleton, "in the way we go about
evaluating historic properties is their
condition of preservation. The site has
to be relatively well preserved." In this
regard, Charleton found it difficult to
come up with an historic early golf
course. When golf balls changed,
courses changed to accommodate the
difference. Oakmont Country Club
near Pittsburgh, which dates to 1903,
was designed right after this change,
and thus was selected to represent golf
in the theme study.
There were secondary considerations
involved in Charleton's study as well.
Questions had to be asked and
answered concerning more passive
forms of entertainment. Where, for example, does a theater or a movie

house fit in? Many, explained
Charleton, deserve to be evaluated for
their architectural significance or for
the significance of performances that
occured there, thus placing them in
study areas outside that of his recreation research.
"The significance of a theater's architecture or the dramatic events that
took place there tend to outweigh the
significance of its recreational uses.
Consider the theater where Eugene
O'Neill's Long Day's Journey Into
Night was first presented. Certainly, it
attracted a lot of theater-goers. Nevertheless, evaluation of a place where art
or drama intersects with recreation is
very tough."
Equally difficult was selecting the
types of properties to include. "You
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Aerial view of Cominsky Park from the south (Chicago White Sox, 1985)

can go to the homes of ball players,
but it's more important to identify the
places where they played. Our basic
philosophy was that we were going to
represent them where they worked.
We got the courts where Bill Tilden
played tennis, and ball parks where
Babe Ruth and others played
baseball."
Although Charleton's recreation
theme study covered everything from
America's oldest planetarium to its
most beloved ballfields, he had a bit of
a head start with the carousel portion
of the research.
"There had been an inventory done
by the National Carousel Association.
Carousels that didn't exist historically
or lacked vital parts were subtracted
from this list, leaving us with a
relatively small number of old, impressive examples of the art, ones that
had most of their component parts."
Among the carousels that received
national landmark status were the
Broad Ripple Park Carousel at the Indianapolis Children's Museum, the
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Flying Horses Carousel of Oak Bluffs,
MA, and the Crescent Park Looff
Carousel of East Providence, RI. The
first, a wooden carousel, is one of the
earliest surviving examples of the
Dentzel menagerie style. The Flying
Horses Carousel is the oldest
operating platform carousel in the
United States. Part of the Oak Bluffs
community since 1884, it is the work
of the Charles W. F. Dare Company of
New York, a major carousel manufacturer. The name given the carousel by
one-time owner Joseph Turnell, is
something of a misnomer; the horses
have always been stationary, unlike
those on later versions. The Crescent
Park carousel showcases the work of
Charles I. D. Looff, exhibiting some of
the finest examples of this manufacturer's art.
"We studied as broad a range of
areas as possible," says Charleton, "in
order to get benchmarks in as many
subjects as possible."
From time to time, this meant stirring
up controversy. Zoos received con-

sideration, for example, because of
their historical role. Research indicated
they had developed out of circuses. In
fact, circus hands served as zoo
keepers in early U.S. zoos. Nevertheless, except in Cincinnati, zoo
managers contacted by Charleton were
sensitive to close association with
recreation. They saw their role as completely different, one intricately bound
up with the science, care, and humane
treatment of animals, including endangered species.
"You walk a very thin line," says
Charleton, "because you are obligated,
even if an owner is opposed to
designation, to get a decision from the
National Park System Advisory Board
as to whether a site is worthy of
nomination or not. To do this, the information has to be made available to
the Board."
"One of the dilemmas of this program," continues Charleton, "is we
simply cannot, by law or regulation,
dictate to owners. If an owner has
made a decision to demolish, our role

is basically an advisory one, unless the
property is of such significance that
Congress, or the Administration in
concert with Congress, decide to take
exceptional steps to save the property."
Some groups welcome National
Historic Landmark designation since
the designation helps them protect and
raise necessary funds for preservation.
Others are as strongly opposed as their
counterparts are willing. They believe a
designation may make doing what they
choose with a property more difficult.
Although controversy surrounded
some of the nominations, most owners
and local constituency groups supported
the designations. This was certainly the
case with the carousel contingent, who
uniformly welcomed the landmark
designations as a way to insure the
preservation of America's vanishing
symbols of summertimes past.

Looff Hippodrome, Santa Monica Pier

i-Recognition For Ethnic PopulationsSince a historian's work is never
done, or shouldn't be, Charleton
has gone on to another research
project. This one is a theme study
concerned with ethnic history. If
the questions inherent in the
recreation theme study were
tough, those posed by this study
may be even more difficult. What,
for example, do you do about the
gypsies? Where do you find sites
to commemorate their appearance
on the national landscape?
Although the history of America
is the history of ethnic populations, and though the history of
these groups is strikingly evident
in some areas, others have been
woefully overlooked.
"It's also hard to find buildings
and sites associated with Basque
sheepherders," Charleton comments. "They are too migratory."
Likewise, how does one
acknowledge the Appalachian
white? Nor is ethnicity confined to
big cities. In rural areas and in the
South, there is a broader ethnicity
at work than the casual observer
may preceive, says Charleton. He
feels that the need for a theme
study such as this is pressing, and
that insufficient sensitivity to
ethnic involvement in history
needs to be redressed.
On the other hand, information
abounds on colonial ethnic
themes. Also, a late 1970s study
on ethnicity by the American
Association of State and Local
History (AASLH) isolated 30
significant ethnic neighborhoods.
Charleton plans to begin his study

with the AASLH list, then branch
out from there. His initial efforts
also will concentrate on reexamining National Historic Landmarks already designated under
other categories but possibly not
recognized for their representation
of ethnic themes.
The goal, according to
Charleton, is to work with ethnic
communities and to get them
working together to preserve the
historical vestiges of their pasts.
Some groups have low self-esteem
or have been the butt of
stereotypes as well as ethnic
jokes. Who doesn't have a Polish
or an Italian joke somewhere in
their repertoire? "Groups such as
these need recognition and encouragement," Charleton says.
In spite of the study's sincere effort to accomplish these goals, certain sites inevitably remain better
candidates than others for National Historic Landmark status.
Chinatown in Washington, DC,
has existed for more than fifty
years, the threshold age for
historical designation. Its cultural
history is strong. However, its
relocation, followed by the
destruction of many structures
with historical value, makes it a
poor candidate for study.
How can the parks help in this
effort to recognize the multifaceted contributions of ethnic
American communities? Says
Charleton, some landmarks have
already been designated within
parks, and the centennial of Ellis
Island will certainly be an NPS

focus. But he also hopes that NPS
people will step forward to volunteer their expertise in ethnic subject areas. "There are people in
the parks who have knowledge
and ability that would be of use in
completing this study."
"There was no Ellis Island for
Black Americans and there is none
today for refugees and illegal
aliens; yet these are significant
movements in immigration," says
Charleton. To assure that the
ethnic theme study is presented in
an even-handed manner,
Charleton hopes that groups with
an interest in the areas under consideration will step forward to
suggest places for study..
"It all boils down to the fact
that-whatever you want to call it:
a salad bowl, a melting pot, or an
American mosaic-the U.S. is a
nation of nations. Each of us has
an ethnic heritage, sometimes
several. For example, my English
surname, which incidentally is
carried by many black Americans,
conceals my partly
Czechoslovakian heritage and my
Vietnamese son. I am hopeful
that, by identifying places and
sites important to our many ethnic
traditions, we can become more
aware of the unity and strength
that grow out of our diversity."
The National Trust for Historic Preservation will hold its annual meeting in
Washington October 7-11. During that time
a workshop on minorities in preservation
will be offered on successive days. Contact
the National Trust for more information at
202/671-4000.
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The Santa Fe National Historic Trail—What Happens Next?
Bob Kasparek
Chief, Branch of Compliance
Rocky Mountain Region
On May 8, 1987, the Santa Fe National Historic Trail became an official
member of the national trails system.
This is a mixed blessing, for now that
the trail is officially recognized, it also
means that the government and its
bureaucracy have to get involved.
Landowners, historians and trail
buffs all know that the trail exists. We
have been out there, seen its faint
traces winding across the prairie,
visited its historic places, gotten its
dust on our boots. But the law now
says that the national historic trail
must be documented in an officially
prescribed manner. This doesn't mean
that the Santa Fe Trail is now going to
become a big, overblown government
program. Indeed, the law discourages
land acquisition, while encouraging
states and organizations to become
part of a grassroots effort to preserve
the trail's resources, provide public access, and promote public enjoyment
and understanding of the trail. It does
mean, though, that the Congress
regards the trail and its resources to be
of national significance so that its
preservation and use should have
government guidance.
The Santa Fe National Historic Trail
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was brought into being through an
amendment to the National Trails
System Act of 1968. That act and
amendment places certain requirements on the Secretary of the Interior,
and, through him, the National Park
Service, to see that the provisions of
the act are carried out. The Park Service has similar responsibilities for a
number of national scenic and historic
trails. The NPS Southwest Regional
Office in Santa Fe will work with advisory groups, complete the planning,
mark the trail and implement the other
requirements of the act.
The National Trails System Act requires a number of actions, not all of
which can be done at the same time.
Perhaps the first and most essential
need will be to establish an advisory
council for the trail. This is not the
same as the Santa Fe Trail Council,
which trail lovers formed on their own
in September 1986.
The law now requires an official advisory council to be set up within one
year of the date of enactment, in other
words, by May 8, 1988. This council is
to provide advice to the Secretary of
the Interior through the National Park
Service on trail matters. This includes
such issues as selection of trail routes
or rights-of-way, standards for erection
and maintenance of official trail
markers, and other administrative
matters.

Anyone may send names of
nominees for the advisory council to
the National Park Service. The Park
Service then makes its recommendations to the Secretary of the Interior,
who appoints the council members.
The advisory council has to include
representatives from each federal
agency administering land along the
trail, each state through which the trail
passes, and private organizations and
landowners that "have an established
and recognized interest in the trail."
The council cannot exceed thirty-five
members, serving two-year terms. The
Secretary of the Interior issues a
charter for the advisory council,
renewable at least annually for ten
years, at which time the council ends.
The advisory council will be most effective in offering its advice on how
the National Park Service takes other
actions relating to the trail. One of
these duties will be officially to map
the trail. Of course, there have been
many maps drawn of the Santa Fe
Trail. But there were also trail cutoffs,
and minor branches. It may not be
practical to have all of these
designated as the official trail on a
map. The law establishing the Santa
Fe National Historic Trail refers to a
map from an earlier study done by the
Department of the Interior in 1976.
Changes may have occurred which

might make it impractical or impossible to have the trail still follow that
alignment. The Park Service will need
to re-examine this and seek the advice
of the advisory council on the best
procedure to produce an official map
of the trail as required by Congress.
The official map will come in handy
in producing a mandatory "comprehensive plan" for the management
and use of the trail. The Secretary of
the Interior is also required to consult
with the advisory council on the contents of this plan. The plan must, at
least, specify objectives and practices
to follow in managing the trail, identify "all significant natural, historical
and cultural resources to be preserved,"
provide details of any anticipated cooperative agreements between the
Department of the Interior and other
agencies or interests, and define the
process to be followed in marking the
trail.
An official trail marker will be of interest to many people. Of course, there
have been many markers of various
designs placed along the Santa Fe Trail
by the DAR and others; and the Santa
Fe Trail Council has talked of designing
a single marker. But the law now requires a "uniform marker, including
thereon an appropriate and distinctive
symbol" for the Santa Fe National
Historic Trail. Other national scenic,
historic and recreational trails across
America are marked with signs having
the same uniform s h a p e - a triangle
with rounded, convex sides. Within
this shape, each of the trails—
particularly the scenic and historic
trails—has a symbol representing the
distinctive character of that trail. The
Appalachian National Scenic Trail, for
example, has its superimposed "AT"
symbol. The Oregon National Historic
Trail has a covered wagon; the Mormon
Pioneer National Historic Trail has a
buffalo skull. The Santa Fe National
Historic Trail will need to have its
distinctive symbol, too. The advisory
council will be called on to offer its
opinions about the official trail marker
design.
While there rightfully has been great
rejoicing at the passage of the legislation establishing the trail, there is much
yet to be done. Only then will the intent of the Congress be met to identify
and protect the historic route, its remnants and artifacts for public use and
enjoyment.
The previous article first appeared in
Wagon Tracks, the newsletter of the Santa
Fe Trail Council.

Custer at the Little Bighorn:
The Great Retrospective
Richard West Sellars
In June, the northern Great Plains
are a vast carpet of green, a stunningly
beautiful landscape of high tablelands,
broken by hills and ravines and
watered by streams flowing quietly between grassy banks. Along one of
these streams, the Little Bighorn River
in south-central Montana Territory, on
an early summer afternoon, June 25,
1876, Lt. Col. George Armstrong
Custer's Seventh Cavalry attacked a
village of Sioux and Northern Cheyennes. The Indian encampment was
larger than anticipated. Perhaps as
many as three thousand warriors
charged out to meet the invaders and
within a couple of hours overwhelmed
Custer and his immediate command,
killing everyone. Following their victory, the Indians mutilated the
soldiers' bodies, a traditional ritual.
The next day, after continued fighting
with other units of the Seventh
Cavalry under Custer's subordinate officers, the Indians left the area to
avoid conflict with a large contingent
of troops moving rapidly toward the
encampment.
Under such leaders as Crazy Horse,
Gall, Two Moon and Sitting Bull, the
Plains Indians achieved a dramatic victory over the flamboyant Custer and
his cavalrymen, and at a significant
time—just as the nation was
celebrating the centennial of the
Declaration of Independence and
beginning the 1876 political campaign.
The celebration and excitement of
these public events were joined with
anger and frustration that the Indians
had annihilated Custer.
Debates over the battle immediately
reached the level of presidential
politics-was the Indian policy of the
Grant administration at fault? And the
debates spread throughout the army—
was Custer a hero or an egotist who
disobeyed orders and brought on the
disaster, and had his subordinates at
the Little Bighorn, Maj. Marcus A.
Reno and Capt. Frederick W. Benteen,
acted cowardly or bravely? The whole
affair created intense public interest, at
the heart of which lay the mystery: Exactly what did happen to Custer's
forces once they rode down toward
the Little Bighorn River and disappeared out of sight from Reno's men.
What was the course of battle; how
did it happen and why?

The Little Bighorn ranks alongside
Gettysburg and the Alamo as one of
the most well-known battles ever
fought on American soil—yet Custer's
defeat was only a momentary reversal
in the army's effort to subdue the
Plains Indians. After the battle, the Indians broke u p their village into
smaller, scattered groups while the army increased its strength in the
region. The struggle for the northern
plains soon ended with the army in
control and the Indians on the reservation. The Indian victory over Custer
had little effect except perhaps to
hasten the war's almost inevitable
outcome.
While the military and political consequences of the Battle of the Little
Bighorn soon played out, public
fascination with the battle endured
remarkably through the decades.
Custer's last stand—a brief, dramatic
challenge to Manifest Destiny on the
remote northern plains — quickly
became a celebrated event, launched
into the legendary and mythological
realms of the Great American West.
There it remains today, alive and well.
In this manner, beyond the
historian's traditional concerns for
military and political consequences,
the Battle of the Little Bighorn created
such exceptional public interest that it
caused a parallel set of historical
consequences—a Great Retrospective,
a public response lasting through the
years. Each generation has commemorated and celebrated the battle in
a sequence of activities which does not
fall "outside" of history, but forms a
history of its own, a long pageant of
color and ceremony, fact and fantasy.
Those who "pick up the pieces" in the
aftermath of history—who examine
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and re-examine an event, and infuse it
into the public mind—themselves become a part of history. By perpetuating memory of an event they contribute to and become a part of its extended history.
In retrospect it almost seems that the
Battle of the Little Bighorn was fought
solely for the benefit and enjoyment of
future generations. Over the years,
reliving the battle has provided
pleasure for millions of people.
Dramatic, live-action presentations of
the battle soon became a staple of the
popular Wild West shows, especially
those produced by William F. "Buffalo
Bill" Cody, the great frontier scout
turned showman. In the twentieth
century, motion pictures have continued this tradition with many versions of the Little Bighorn—depicting
the battle in every way from the tragic
defeat of gallant, heroic troops (They
Died With Their Boots On,
1941-World War II era) to an Indian
victory over arrogant invaders who
deserved a swift, sure death (Little Big
Man, 1970-Vietnam War era).
Written accounts of the Little
Bighorn comprise a vast body of
literature —hundreds of works, from
dime novels and comic books to
serious fiction and historical inquiry.
And since the 1890s the AnheuserBusch Brewing Company's print,
"Custer's Last Fight," has decorated
barrooms across this country and in
many other nations, becoming one of
the most popular prints ever produced.
Seeking to get into the very marrow
of the "Custer experience" are the
buffs. Numbering in the thousands,
these aficionados not only partake of
most available literature on Custer, but
many also dress in costumes of the era
(military uniforms or frontier dresses)
to participate in encampments and
reenactments. They regularly and
religiously visit sites associated with
Custer. Many have also visited the
Dyche Museum at the University of
Kansas to view the stuffed, glassencased horse, Comanche, the
venerated remains of the only survivor
from the army's side of the battle.
Recently, at a fancy auction in Connecticut, Custer's dog-calling horn
brought $19,800-an indication of the
Custer mystique's still powerful and
widespread appeal. On the battlefield,
imitators of the fallen hero have occasionally wandered about, dressed in
Custer-like paraphernalia, perhaps
wondering what might have been,
wishing to undo, to reverse the outcome of the fatal encounter. And one
individual was once caught in the basement of the battlefield museum trying
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Custer Hill

on Custer's army issue jock-strap —
surely the ultimate Custer experience.
Out of all of the retrospection on the
Little Bighorn, one of the most important acts to perpetuate memory of the
battle has been the setting aside of the
battlefield itself. This began in 1879
when the government proclaimed the
site a national cemetery. Regular visits
there began soon after with visitors
coming from nearby Fort Custer
(established in 1877) or traveling by
stagecoach from the Northern Pacific
Railway depot in Billings. The War
Department managed the battlefield
until 1940 when this responsibility was
transferred to the National Park Service. Now more than 250,000 people
visit this site each year.
Those who come to the Little Bighorn
encounter an imposing granite obelisk,
erected in 1881, at the top of Last Stand
Hill, where the furious conclusion of
the battle occurred. Inscribed on this
monument are the names of the
soldiers who died there, many of
whom are buried in a mass grave
around the base of the obelisk. (Bodies
of most of the officers were moved to
other cemeteries in 1877; Custer's body
was reinterred at West Point, October
10, 1877; the Indians had carried away
most of their dead.) Scattered up the
hillside to near the obelisk are dozens
of small white marble markers erected
where the bodies of individual soldiers
were originally found. These stones
give a rough indication of the disposition of Custer's command during the
last stages of the fight.
Other markers and signs in the national monument describe the course of
the battle, and an interpretive center
contains a museum with exhibits and
artifacts. A separate area about four
miles up-river preserves the site where
troops under Reno and Benteen were
besieged during and after the defeat of
Custer's forces.

Setting aside the battlefield preserved
the sacred ground, allowing the site to
fulfill its role as a shrine, rather than to
become private grazing lands. From
around the world pilgrims and the
curious come to this focal point of the
Custer and Little Bighorn legend—the
place where it happened, the one spot
on the planet where this brief historic
encounter can be most vividly recalled.
Here also, away from the dime
novels, Wild West shows and movies,
the more solemn commemorative activities have occurred. Among them:
reburial of the soldiers in the mass
grave and erection of the granite
memorial in 1881; conciliatory meetings
of Indians and whites on the battlefield; repeated anniversary observances, most notably the 10th, 50th,
and 100th. On the 110th anniversary in
1986, occurred the ceremonial burial of
fragmentary remains of 34 soldiers
unearthed during the recent archeological work.
These observances, which will continue in one form or another down
through t h e decades, have great meaning to Indians as well as whites. Speaking to the crowd gathered for the 110th
anniversary ceremonies, Enos Poor
Bear, former head of the Oglala Sioux
Tribe, stated: "To the Sioux Nation and
to all Indian people, there is no spot on
earth more steeped with Indian tradition and pride than this battlefield at
which we are assembled. We of the Indian nations look on this battle as one
of our finest hours."
Although the battle is considered one
of the greatest Indian victories in the
history of the frontier wars, militarily it
earned the Indians nothing—but it
earned many of them a great and
lasting sense of triumph and pride, certainly an indiction of the battle's larger
symbolic meanings. The Little Bighorn
has become more than a shrine for the
Indians. It is a symbol of 400 years of

cultural conflict in America. For the
Sioux in particular, the Little Bighorn
represents a major cultural transition to
the reservation experience - from independence to dependence and
welfare which exist today.
On the other hand, the Anglo-American society, seemingly invincible in its
nineteenth century westward march,
reacted to the defeat with shock and
disbelief—and has never been able to
stop fretting about what happened
there and why. Losing the real battle,
the whites counterattacked with scientific inquiry, continually seeking to
resolve the mystery. Through exhaustive research, historians and archeologists have for decades stalked
the minutest detail, even plotting out
grid patterns over portions of the bat-

tlefield to map to the last millimeter the
location, depth and angle of every
precious artifact, every shred of
evidence. Between trips to the library
and the movies (and perhaps to the
mirror), they have now computerized
this data—but the complete story remains forever elusive.
Rather than being obcessed with
detail, the Indians are more stoic
about the Little Bighorn. They may
also be curious about the white's fascination with a battle they lost but continue to celebrate.
The Little Bighorn's enduring appeal
stems in large part from the fact that it
offers something for everyone - adults
or children, Indian or non-Indian,
patriots, radicals, scholars. As drama

and as theater, the battle provides
endless fascination; as historic incident,
endless inquiry and speculation.
What is remarkable about the Little
Bighorn is that this Great Retrospective, the public celebration and commemoration, has become the weightier,
more consequential result of the
battle —varied, highly symbolic, longer
lasting and with more to come. Each
generation has found itself part of this
historic pageant. And now we, too,
have become participants—actors in the
play.
Dick Sellars is Chief, Southwest Cultural
Resources Center, SWRO. This article appeared in the June 21 edition of the Richmond Times-Dispatch.

Science Fact Or Science Fiction?: Susan D. Smith, Chief, Information and
Data Systems Division, Talks About ADP
ADP has become one of the more talkedabout subjects in the Park Service today,
partly because the program has "gotten the
word out" through superintendents' conferences, regional directors' meetings,
Ranger Rendezvous events, and electronic
bulletin board conversations. The program
recently began publication of Pointers, a
quarterly newsletter concerning WASO and
Servicewide ADP activities. In addition,
the August issue of the CRM BULLETIN
focused on ADP in the Park Service. The
Courier also looks forward to running a
bimonthly column on the subject starting
in November. What follows is a look at the
basic program —its goals, its accomplishments, where it has been, and where it is
going-to provide some background for the
more in-depth treatment that will come
later.
Q: Most NPS programs work from a
management plan. How does the ADP
program work?
A: We're no different from any other
program. The first Servicewide information management plan was
developed and approved in 1983 for
ADP. This has been updated annually
to reflect decisions and recommendations made at annual information
management workshops, to which
every region and the WASO Directorate is invited. The group reviews
long range goals, accomplishments of
the past year, priorities for the future.
Together, we identify the issues that
need to be resolved in the year ahead.
Q: What are your long range goals?
A: There is only one goal—to provide technological tools and informa-

Susan Smith

tion management processes necessary
to help management, program and administrative staffs achieve its objectives
in a cost-effective manner. This abstract
goal generates down-to-earth objectives: developing and monitoring data
processing standards that promote
data and software program compatibility
across organizational and programatic
lines; developing and implementing a
strategy that will lead to a standard
acquisition source for Park Service
ADP equipment and software; identifying and managing commonly used
information, and making that information easily accessible to anyone who
needs it; developing and managing a
Servicewide data communication network that allows geographically
separate offices to pass data elec-

tronically; coordinating the distribution
of Servicewide software programs;
and, finally, developing and managing
programs to make the end-users of
ADP technology self-sufficient, thereby
reducing their reliance on ADP
professionals.
Q: Have you been making progress?
A: It's been mixed. The Servicewide
data-processing standards program has
been quite successful. The Standards
Committee, made up of four regional
and four WASO members, meets annually to review the usefulness of existing standards and the need for new
ones. By the time this appears in the
Courier, a number of new standards
will be in place, significantly improving technical compatibility across NPS
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organizational and programatic lines.
Continued development on COMMON, the Servicewide database of
commonly requested information, has
been one of our success stories. The
March 1986 issue of the Courier included an article describing COMMON;
so did the May 1987 issue of Pointers.
We reorganized the WASO ADP
function early in 1987 to improve our
ability to function as a Servicewide
resource. One of the major changes involved dedicating staff to user support. They are working toward
developing self-sufficient end-users
throughout the Service. We've also
taken steps to develop an electronic
clearinghouse for information on
software applications use, under
development, or under consideration
throughout the Service. Field offices
will be invited to participate in the requirements analysis and system design
of the Servicewide version of this
clearinghouse early in fiscal 1988.
Q: You said progress has been mixed.
You've only mentioned what sounds
like good news. What's the bad news?
A: Achieving a standard acquisition
source for commmonly used ADP
equipment and software has been the
most disappointing. We've been trying
to get our strategy approved through
various Departmental checkpoints
since September 1985 —that's two
years! We continue to work with those
offices, and it does look like at least
one of the hurdles may be behind us
by the end of this fiscal year. Even this
disappointment has had a bright side,
however. Development of the strategy
has done a lot to highlight common
issues and challenges that face every
NPS ADP office, and has bonded
regional and WASO ADP offices as
they work to achieve common solutions. I feel that recent visibility for
ADP at upper management levels is
due largely to this.
In spite of little progress in achieving
Servicewide procurement for standard
hardware and software, field and
WASO technical staffs have done a
good job testing and implementing interim solutions. The real Achilles heel
for the Park Service today is data communications. Individual regions have
been experimenting with local data
communication networks; Frank
Weed's office supports park-specific
data communication requirements; the
ADP Standards Committee has
developed standards for local area networks. And by the time this article appears, WASO will have begun to deal
with inter-regional and WASO-Field
data-communiction requirements. All
of this helps.
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Q: How would you describe NPS
data processing in the year 2000?
A: I expect that the superintendent in
the year 2000 will be quite at home in
the following scenario: arriving at the
office, she or he turns on the work station and calls up the morning report
from each of the district offices. Prior to
a meeting with the AO, the superintendent calls up the trend line on year-todate obligations and commitments by
object class, notes a potential problem,
and asks the AO to bring travel projections to the meeting. Later that morning, the superintendent uses the work
station to approve a draft news release
about an upcoming park event
prepared by the region's public affairs
officer. After making revisions, she or
he transmits it back to the region electronically. Meanwhile, discussions concerning a new visitor center make it
necessary for the park's district
managers and natural resource
specialist to call u p the geographic information system (GIS) to identify sites
balancing the needs for visitor access
and minimum impact on the environment. Late in the afternoon, the chief
ranger hears from Boise that a small
wildfire start has occurred on adjacent
Forest Service land. The ranger uses a
computer work station to check on the
where-abouts of park visitors signed
out for back country hikes, and quickly
notifies the backcountry patrol on
where to concentrate. . . What I'm trying to get across is that the use of ADP
resources —the data, as well as the
hardware and software to access and
use that data-will be routine by the
year 2000.
Q: What do you see as the region's
role in this technological scenario?
A: Each region will have an
ADP/telecommunication operations
center with whatever processing power
is necessary to carry out its responsibilities. I refrain from saying this processing power is in the form of micros,
minis or mainframes because, by the
year 2000, these differentiations will be
meaningless. The region's major ADP
responsibilities will be regionwide
database administration; technical
assistance to parks; management and
maintenance of the intra-regional component of the telecommunications network; application systems design,
development and management for
regionwide applications; design and
development for specific servicewide
applications; and development and
periodic review of all servicewide information management policies and
guidelines.
Q: What does this leave for WASO's

ADP staff?
A: There will still be a need for a
WASO presence, first to manage the
ADP resources used servicewide (data
communication network, database, and
application software and computing
resources). Second, WASO has
managers, program and administrative
staffs just like a region does. These
WASO personnel will need an ADP
operations center similar to regional
ones in order to carry out WASO-wide
database administration; technical
assistance; management and
maintenance of the WASO component
of the telecommunications network;
and design and development for
specific servicewide applications.
Third, WASO will continue to carry out
the policy and oversight functions
related to information resource
management.
Q: What do you see as the biggest
challenge in getting from 1987 to 2000?
A: ADP's technological advances
continue to make it easier for users to
acquire their own computing resources.
I expect we will need a full-scale enduser education program to make sure
users understand the risks in this, as
well as the laws and regulations about
computing resources and automated
data processing systems. Users also
love system design and prototyping activities, but when a new system isn't
new any more and system maintenance
and administration have to be done,
the love and enthusiasm disappear. External events also generate new requirements for the system: other users
continually identify new requirements
to improve it; various regulatory agencies require periodic reports about it.
Who is responsible for responding to
these demands: the end user or the
computer specialist?
The role of the computer specialist is
changing just as dramatically. Much of
the time systems analysts once spent
designing ADP systems now will be
spent as technological consultants to
user groups designing their own
systems. Another change for the ADP
folks will be the added responsibility to
develop and manage the underlying
computing resources that allow enduser computing—the common
databases, the communication network, the hardware and the software
that run in the background.
My personal challenge right now is
juggling the need to get the ADP function moving faster toward our year
2000 role and our new responsibilities,
while having to dedicate resources to
carry out certain traditional roles and
responsibilities that we cannot abdicate
until our end-users are ready.

New NNLs Accent Importance of Program
Secretary of the Interior Don
Hodel added five new sites to the
National Registry of Natural Landmarks, marking the program's
25th anniversary: Dixon Vernal
Pools in California; Archbold
Biological Station in Florida;
Mount Monadnock and Nancy
Brook Virgin Spruce Forest and
Scenic Area, both in New Hampshire; and Willamette Floodplain
in Oregon. This brings the number
of National Natural Landmarks
designated by the Secretary of the
Interior to 578.
An important program, according to Director Mott, that
"historically has not received the
support it deserves to carry out its
mission more effectively," the National Natural Landmarks Program
was described by Assistant
Secretary Horn as seeking "to encourage the preservation of
natural diversity, which comprises
species, biotic communities, and
their associated habitats.. .the
Program also deals with landforms, geological structures, fossil
deposits, and other features composing our natural landscape. The
preservation of natural diversity,
as well as these geological
features, has important scientific,
economic, educational, recreational, and aesthetic values, and is
accomplished primarily through
setting aside natural areas.
Natural areas are linked to the
functioning of the biosphere,
upon which man's survival is
ultimately dependent." He further
noted that "the 25-year record of
the NNL Program has convinced
us that the simple act of public
recognition can in many instances
be an effective tool in either encouraging the protection of areas
not formally set aside as natural
reserves, or encouraging better
management of those that already
have."

logical complements to the national
park system itself. The national
park system cannot be expected to
preserve all examples of this wide

array of natural landscape diversity. The NNL Program therefore
extends our preservation mission
beyond just our national parks."

Director Mott also observed,
"Habitat fragmentation is proceeding in this country and
elsewhere at an alarming rate.
Some very small NNLs represent
the best remaining fragments of
biotic communities that once
covered millions of a c r e s . . . NNLs,
though frequently very small and
sometimes representing single
natural features, are nevertheless
Cutting the cake for NNL Program's big 25th
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Focus o n . . .
The Role of Interpretation in Park Management:
How Can We Make It More Vital
Rick Smith
Superintendent
Carlsbad Caverns/ Guadalupe
Mountains NPs
As I remember my history-andmission class from Albright, it was in
1920 that the first formal interpretive
programs were given in the system.
Drs. Bryant and Miller were employed
in Yosemite at Director Mather's suggestion to "help visitors to understand
the parks." Through eleven succeeding
directors, interpretation has remained
one of the cornerstones of our organization.
We have asked our interpreters to be
many things, to play many roles in the
parks. Some would argue that we've
asked them to play too many, and,
even, that some of these roles may be
mutually exclusive. We have asked
them to be park historians, librarians,
and curators. We have made them the
park hosts and information specialists,
sort of the park's chamber of commerce. They have been expected to be
our writers and, in many parks, our
public relations specialists. We have
assigned them the responsibilities of
the park's audio visual coordinators,
slide-file organizers, and all-around
electronics wizards. Until recently,
they were expected to run the cooperating associations, making business
decisions worth tens of thousands of
dollars. We've asked them to explain
the parks' complex resource issues to
the public, but we've asked them to
do it in such a way that developers,
ranchers, and other competitors for
park resources won't be offended.
We've expected them to be good with
senior citizens as well as with elementary children. We've asked them to be
elevator operators, bus drivers, scuba
divers, and cross-country skiers. We've
asked them to be cultural resource
specialists and fee collectors. We've required them to interpret everything
from Alaskan ecosystems to coral reef
environments, while making revolutionary war history and Martin Luther
King's accomplishments relevant to
park visitors. Our motto seems to have
been, if we can't find a logical place to
put an activity, give it to the interpretive division; they'll know what to
do with it.
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This multitude of assignments and
responsibilities has had, in my judgment, a debilitating effect on the interpretive profession as it is practiced in
the national park system. The changes
in emphases while in pursuit of trends
and fads have precluded the development of a comprehensive and coherent
philosophical base upon which to
build an interpretive program. The
multitude of roles and responsibilities
has blurred our focus, making the articulation of what we do less convincing and persuasive, even to ourselves.
This is often the reason our interpretive programs are less well funded
than other programs in the parks.
Contrast the blurred focus of the interpretive program with the singlemindedness of protection activities
such as SAR or EMS. Is it any wonder
that a manager is tempted to allocate
resources to a division that can articulate what it does, develop statistics
on how well it does it, and show what
would happen if it weren't done?
What we need to do, then, as an
organization, is to develop a philosophical base upon which to build our
interpretive program, and we need to
sharpen our focus to the extent that
the program accomplishes what we
want it to. In my judgment, this is too
important a task to be left to professional interpreters. As managers, we
must be involved also, if only to remind our colleagues that what they
come up with must be tied to the
goals and objectives of the parks and
the Service.
The first question that we have to
ask ourselves is what do we want interpretation to do in our parks? What
roles should it play? How should it tie
the Service, the visitors, and the
resources together? Luckily we live in
the age of guidelines and we need only to go to the latest revision of NPS-6,
the one dated August 1986, to begin to
find answers to those questions. In
relation to park resources, NPS-6
discusses the importance of instilling
in the public an understanding of park
resources. It also stresses the provision
of information concerning park use as
another responsibility of interpretation, then concludes its listing of interpretation's park management-related
functions with the need to fully
educate the public on the basis for
management decision-making.

Perhaps a detailed look at each of
these is in order, expecially from the
point of view of the manager. We are,
after all, going to be allocating
resources to interpretive divisions that,
in theory, will be designing their programs around NPS-6.
In terms of instilling an understanding and appreciation of park
resources and developing public support for their preservation, I would
argue that our interpretive programs
accomplish the first half of this equation, usually adequately, but less often
really well, and, for the most part, miss
the second half. It's curious why this
seems to be true, because of all the
things that should be easy do, selling
the values of our parks and the imperatives of their preservation should
be the easiest.
In the first place, I think we
overestimate the visitors' need for information. So much of our interpretation is cognitive; it involves facts,
figures, data, and statistics. We've all
read Tilden and know that information
isn't interpretation. Yet, in program
after program, that's what it beomes.
We overwhelm visitors with our erudition, intimidate them with our ability to
dredge up facts. Where in this exchange do we excite, stimulate,
challenge, or provoke?
What we end up doing, in many
cases, is separating the visitor from the
resources by erecting an information
barrier around them. The visitor says, I
can't possibly look at that battlefield or
that fresh water slough because I can't
possibly know as much as that ranger.
We've discouraged, not encouraged.
We haven't played the mystery up
enough. We haven't pointed out the
contrast to our visitors' daily lives that
they'll find in the parks. For many people, an overnight on Cape Sable, a visit
to the battlefield at Spotsylvania Courthouse, or even a simple stroll across a
meadow are unprecedented challenges
to the requirements and restrictions of
their daily lives. Let's encourage them
to take off their watches and live, however briefly, according to the rhythms
of nature, or the muffled echoes of the
past.
The second reason that we often do
only an adequate job is that our most
poorly trained communicators may be
doing the instilling. As park budgets
have shrunk, most of us have had to

reduce the time and effort we put into
training our frontline interpreters,
many of whom are seasonals. Our professionals, the people whom we have
trained and in whom we have the
greatest confidence, are often tied up
with the administrative and supervisory tasks involved in interpretive
operations. In most cases, our best interpreters often have the fewest visitor
contacts.
So, if we interpret our resources only
adequately, I believe we develop public
support for their preservation poorly
or, in many cases, not at all. I don't
believe it's because we don't want to. I
believe that we're afraid to.
We all operate in the last years of the
20th century, in a civilization that is
rapidly closing in on our remaining
wild places or on the areas where major events in our history took place.
Parks are no longer separated by vast
distances from major population
centers. Additionally, we live in the age
of what I call the citizen-activist. No
longer are decisions about resource
allocations left to the professionals.
Our neighbors want to be involved in
the decision-making process too. With
this kind of attention focused on the
parks, and, with the competition for
park resources becoming more keen all
the time, is it any wonder that
superintendents may decide to soft
pedal the business of selling their
preservation to visitors, some of whom
may belong to the Sierra Club, others
to the Heritage Foundation?
The second role that NPS-6 sets out
for our interpretive programs is "the
exchange of information necessary to
insure the successful adaption of
visitors to park environments and to
encourage and facilitate appropriate,
safe, and minimum impact uses of park
resources." There's the dreaded word
"information" again. There is,
moreover, an almost shocking lack of
consumer orientation here. What about
the visitor? What's he or she to get out
of this interpretive program?
The role sounds as if it were written
by a committee. One member obviously came from the safety division,
another from the natural resources
division ("minimum impact"). Policy
must have been represented also,
because there's the word "appropriate."
I'd ask, where's the division of magic
and mystery? How come no one from
the reverence-and-awe branch got on
the committee? Who left out the Ed
Abbeys, the Aldo Leopolds, the Annie
Dillards, and the Wallace Stegners?
Where's the "parks-are-fun" department? I, personally, do not believe that
we do enough with park visitors to

determine what kind of interpretive
program would make sense to them.
Most of us know very little about the
visitors. We don't have the money to
survey them and, if we did, we probably wouldn't be able to get an OMB
number to do it. No one, not even the
visitors, has said "why don't you spend
some money finding out what we
think?" It's something we need to do.
NPS-6 finally tells us to provide "our
publics with easy access to, and an
understanding of the information upon
which our management policies and
decisions may result in restricting some
forms of use or implementing controversial actions."
I'd like to tell you a story that, in my
opinion, is the best example of the application of this role to a park that I
have ever seen. In early 1980, when
Jack Morehead arrived in Homestead,
FL, to become superintendent of
Everglades, the park was in rough
shape. Perhaps the most bitter reality
in those days was that when water
management decisions were made for
South Florida, Everglades NP was
notified afterwards. Morehead
recognized that the park needed to sit
at the negotiating table when such
decisions were to be made if its needs
were to be considered. The question
was: how to get there? He simply
couldn't demand to be there. He didn't
have enough political clout. Knowing
this, he set out to get the clout, and,
among his other resources, he turned
to the interpretive division.
Beginning in the visitor season of
1980-1981, Morehead mobilized his interpretive division. He encouraged
them to discuss controversial issues
with park visitors. He maintained his
division's commitment to environmental education, recognizing that young
people influenced their parents much
more than many people think. He increased the communication between
the interpretive division and the
research center so that interpreters
would have the latest scientific information to pass on to visitors.
When I left the park in December
1983, I had witnessed a significant
change. No longer could water
management decisions be made
without the park's participation. The
citizens of Dade County, inspired to a
great extent by the efforts of the interpretive division, insisted that the park
sit at the table during water management decisions. Morehead had not
demanded the seat, the people had
demanded it.
In summary, the objectives of the interpretive division ought to be tied
closely to the management objectives in

the statement for management and the
goals of the resources management
plan. The division ought to be the
manager's principal link with the
public, the translators of his or her
resource management decisions. And
still it ought to be the division in charge
of mystery and magic, the holders of
the secrets of the parks. Interpreters
are the manager's foot soldiers in the
trenches of resources competition.
Don't be afraid to turn them loose.
They'll do you proud.
Note: This column was taken from a
speech delivered to a Mather training class
this past February. Responses in the form of
letters to the editor are encouraged. The
Courier editor would be happy to consider
for publication other speeches by NFS people related to their park activities.

Restoring the Earth
1988
The first national gathering to consider
the restoration of all natural resource
types and the redesign of urban areas
will be held on January 13-16 at the
University of California, Berkeley.
Topics to be covered include restoration of coastal ecosystems and estuaries; rivers and lakes; streams and fisheries; rangelands, prairies, mined
lands, forests and wildlife; atmosphere
and climate; and control of toxic
wastes. The program includes keynote
panels, plenary sessions, workshops,
films, and exhibits. Deadline for call
for papers is October 15,1987. Submit
4 copies of abstract (title and 200-400
word descriptions of proposed 20minute presentations). Final text will
be due November 30,1987. Information is available from Restoring the
Earth Conference, 1713 C Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Berkeley, CA 94709,
or telephone (415)843-2645.
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Park Briefs
ELLIS ISLAND, N Y - I n a ceremony
prepared especially for the occasion,
25 elders and other representatives of
three Delaware tribes from Oklahoma
and Ontario gathered to sanctify remains of their ancestors. The remains
were believed to date back several
hundred years.
"We're preparing them (the remains)
to live forever and ever in tranquility,"
said Edward Thompson, 83, an elder
of the Cherokee Delaware Tribe of
Eastern Oklahoma. Thompson performed a smoke purification ritual,
patting each Indian at the ceremony
with an eagle feather that had been
dipped into cedar smoke, to ward off
evil spirits.
The ceremony is believed to have
been the first of its kind to be performed by the tribe whose representatives
stated that such rites are generally
held at the time of interment. Although
the bones will not be interred until
completion of the Ellis Island restoration, the consecration ceremony was
held because of the advanced ages of
the elders who participated. Only 30
of the approximately 10,000 remaining
Delawares speak the native tongue.
Some of the Delawares whose
ancestors inhabited the Delaware, New
York and New Jersey area hundreds of
years ago wore traditional tribal dress,
including hand-sewn moccasins,
brightly colored skirts and blouses,
loose beaded shirts and at least one
feathered headdress. Others wore
street clothes ranging from suits to
slacks and jerseys.
Flanked by the Statue of Liberty on
the south and the Manhattan skyline to
the north, they prayed over the bones
that had been wrapped in deerskin
with tobacco and corn. The bones were
carried by 87-year-old Willy Snake, an
elder of the Delawares of Western
Oklahoma. The fragmentary remains,
believed to be those of a man and two
women, were discovered by Park Service archeologists in 1985 when columns of the French Renaissance-style
main immigration building were being
tested. The remains were found a few
feet below the east wing basement.
Dr. Harry Shapiro of the Museum of
Natural History in New York and Dr.
Jean DeRousseau of New York University Department of Anthropology, contacted by the Park Service, concluded
that the remains were of prehistoric Indians, most likely the Delawares.
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Leonard Thompson, left, an elder of the
Delaioare Tribe of Eastern Oklahoma, purifies
members of his tribe with an eagle feather after
they had viewed the remains of ancestors found
during excavation of Ellis Island in 1985. The
remains were sanctified in special tribal
ceremonies on Ellis Island. Photo by Brian
Feeney.

Meetings were then held between Dr.
Muriel Crespi, Park Service cultural anthropologist in Washington; Dick Hsu,
North Atlantic Region archeologist
from Boston; representatives of the National Council of American Indians;
and Ms. Linda Pollaw, who represented the Delawares as their liaison to
the Park Service.
Coordinating activities on Ellis Island
was Diana Pardue, museum curator.
Other park staff who worked at the site
during the ceremony were: Felice Cudman, Brian Feeney, Ken Glosgow, Patra
Cogan, Al Adalderto-Moras, Steve
Czurniecki, Robert Panko, and Yee
Jung. John Poisson, Denver Service
Center archeologist, also was on hand
to provide technical information to the
media, along with Hsu, and Michael
Adlerstein, project manager for the
Ellis Island restoration.
The Delawares, who signed a friendship treaty with William Penn in 1682,
were gradually, and often brutally,
pushed west from their original home
on the eastern seaboard and today remain primarily in Oklahoma and
Canada. With then dispersal, much of
their history and culture disappeared.
"The ceremony on Ellis Island marked

Elders of Delaware Tribe from Oklahoma
participate in sanctification rights on Ellis
Island. Plioto by Robert Kalfos, New York
Post.

the first time that lay members of our
scattered tribe had gotten together,"
said Annette Ketchum, a member of
the Delawares from Oklahoma. Her
husband Dee, who is a tribal council
member, added that, "In this great big
world, we can come back home."
Manny Strumpf

LAKE MEAD NRA, N V - L a k e
Mead has several small communities
in the park, Lakeshore Trailer Village
being one of them. A retirement community, it is composed of senior members whose health fluctuates. Because
of this, the park set out to develop a
way to better serve community needs.
A senior adult safety program has
been made available to anyone in the
village complex. Participants receive
special cards that they place in plain
view in a window . These cards are to
be removed by 10:00 every morning. If
they are not, a neighbor either will
knock on the door or contact the management at Lakeshore Trailer Village.
Management, in turn, contacts the NPS
and advises a ranger of the problem.
Waiver forms are signed by the participants, granting the Park Service
permission to enter their trailers,
forceably if need be, to help with a
potential health problem.

SALEM MARITIME NHS, M A Avast there mates! Aye, there's a
ship's load of pride struttin' Derby
Street these days. The American
Association of Museums has bestowed
a Merit Award (for its 1987 Museum
Publications Competition) on the site's
handbook, "Maritime Salem in the
Age of Sail." The 160-page publication
(#126 in the series) was put together
by the site and the Harper's Ferry
Design Center in cooperation with the
House of Seven Gables, the Peabody
Museum, the Essex Institute and
Eastern National Park & Monument
Association. The narrative traces the
port's history from 1626 to the nineteenth century. Superintendent Cynthia Pollack stated, "Winning this
award is a great honor for th site and
especially those researchers, writers,
and graphic arts people who put so
much effort into it."
SAN JUAN ISLAND NHP, W A - S a n
Juan Island NHP is loved by its neighbors. Superintendent Dick Hoffman
reports that 165 volunteers (fully five
percent of the island's population)
donated 1,945 hours of labor to the
park last year. Projects ranged from
planting and tending the formal garden
at English Camp to establishing new
picnic sites at American Camp at the
south end of the island. The park
marks the historic events on the island
from 1853 to 1872, when both British
and American troops were stationed
there pending settlement of an international boundary dispute between the
United States and Canada.
DELAWARE WATER GAP NRA,
PA-NJ-Who would have believed that
the thirty-five people who climbed out
of canoes and headed for a picnic
lunch complete with red-and-white
checked table cloths and a serving line
set up along the river bank were NPS
park superintendents in the midst of
training? Well, believe it or not! These
individuals had a rare opportunity to
participate in a different sort of training. The course, entitled "The
Superintendency," was intended for
new superintendents and assistant
superintendents. It was given by
Mather Training Center at Delaware
Water Gap to enhance the overall
training experience. Instructors
presented various sessions ranging
from "Tackling the Impossible" by Jack
Morehead to "The Role of the
Superintendent in the Eyes of Congress" by Senate Staffer Tony Bevinetto. These sessions were interspersed
with periods of hiking and canoeing
along the river that seemed to encourage indepth conversations about
the topics previously discussed.

To help park staff identify newly released
peregrines, a flourescent spot the size of a tennis
ball is spray-painted on teh wing. Photo,
Michigan DNR.

ISLE ROYALE NP, M I - P a r k staff are
preparing to release five baby peregrine
falcons, the first wildland release of
this bird of prey in the state. Captive
breeding and release programs began
at Cornell University in the early 1970s.
In the Great Lakes area, the University
of Minnesota has spearheaded
peregrine reestablishment efforts. Since
1982, 102 baby falcons have been
released in the region, including five in
Grand Rapids in 1986. Survival of the
young peregrines in the wild has been
better than expected, and last year for
the first time three pair of adult peregrines returned to defend territories
along the upper Mississippi River. One
pair of these successfully nested and
produced a chick. The goal of the program is to reestablish 15 to 20 adult,
breeding pairs in the region by 1990,
about half of the pre-DDT population.

TUMACACORI NM, AZ-Pimeria
Alta, a designation still in use, was the
name given by the Spaniards to an area
bounded by the Rio San Miguel of northern Sonora northward to the Gila, and
from the San Pedro River in eastern
Arizona west to the Colorado. This was
"Upper Pima Land," home to perhaps
30,000 Piman farmers, hunters and
gatherers. In the fertile river valleys
their villages were sustained by irrigated
crops, while in the more desert areas
hunting and gathering provided food.
The colonization efforts of Spain dif-

fered from those of France, Russia or
England. Instead of simply using the
native Americans as suppliers of furs or
pushing them aside to make way for
Europeans, Spain chose to incorporate
them into the empire as Christian, taxpaying citizens. The mission communities were the focal points for learning
the new way of life.
Three hundred years ago the first
Spanish Jesuit missionary priest arrived
in the Pimeria Alta. Eusebio Francisco
Kino, born in Italy, educated in Austria
and serving the king of Spain, would
spend the last twenty-five years of his
life in the generally successful effort to
convert the Upper Pimas. It is this
tricentennial that is bseing celebrated in
Sonora and Arizona.
The government of Mexico has
dedicated monuments and murals in
many villages that have survived from
Father Kino's time. A postage stamp
has been issued, speeches made,
celebrations held throughout the state.
This will continue through the year,
and at Tumacacori NM in southern
Arizona the 17th annual Tumacacori
Fiesta will highlight the Kino tricentennial with a special mass. Father Kino's
first mass at Tumacacori was held
under a ramada for the residents of the
village; it is fitting that the continuity of
Hispanic and native American heritage
is celebrated in a similar manner three
centuries later.
N.J. Bleser
CHANNEL ISLANDS NP, C A - M o s t
of the staff celebrated Arbor Day refurbishing the park's native plant garden
outside the mainland headquarters.
One of the most popular visitor center
attractions, the garden originally was
designed by the park staff and the
California Native Plant Society. The
trail booklet leads visitors on a short
walk, introducing various plants found
on the islands, and explaining their
significance to the island communities
and to early man. Said Superintendent
Bill Ehorn, "This project is one of the
few times in a park as spread out as
Channel Islands where everybody
worked together for a common purpose.
Being together in the garden with people from other divisions generated a lot
of good feeling." The project was the
brainchild of maintenance employee
Earl Whetsell.
Nicholas Whelan
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Lincoln Home closing sign

Cheers!

CARLSBAD CAVERNS NP, N M An interesting bit of history was uncovered at the park during a recent
cave cleanup project near the underground lunchroom. While removing
rock rubble spread over a natural cave
floor after an early park construction
project, volunteer workers discovered
three Coca-Cola bottles still capped and
having more than half of their original
contents. A check of the bottle design,
with a call to the Coca-Cola Company's
Atlanta headquarters, revealed that the
bottles had first been used in 1923 and
discontinued in 1937.

LINCOLN HOME NHS, I L Although the Lincoln Home closing for
a comprehensive one-year preservation
project received nationwide publicity,
the site has experienced a 10% increase
in visitation. In order to provide
positive, rewarding experiences for the
approximately 500,000 visitors unable
to enter the site's primary resource, the
staff designed a special interpretive
sign to explain the need for the closing.
The display contains a reproduction of
a historic photograph showing the Lincoln Home in 1860, and reproductions
of the architectural drawings used in
the project. The text was written so as
to be provocative as well as infor-

mative. In addition, the staff designed
and wrote an explanatory brochure.
The display and brochure have led
visitors to discuss the NPS role in
historic preservation and restoration
with staff, thereby turning a potentially
negative experience into a positive one.
During the closure, the park is
cooperating with the Illinois State
Museum on an exhibit entitled "Pieces
of a Private Life: The Lincoln Home
Furnishings." The exhibit explains
what the furnishings tell us about the
domestic activities of the Lincolns in
Springfield, influences on their choice
of interior design for the home, and
their rising status.

FORT RALEIGH NHS, N C - A t Fort
Raleigh NHS, site of the first English
attempt to colonize the new world,
new exhibits especially designed for
the visually impaired were unveiled by
Superintendent Tom Hartman. Initiated by Hubby Blivens of the Manteo,
NC, Lions Club, with park interpreters
Phil Evans and Bob Woody, the program has been dubbed VISYT, an
acronym for Visually Impaired See Yesterday Today. Designed to be touched,
exhibits are enhanced by recorded interpretive messages. VISYT is only one
example of cooperative efforts between
local communities and the Cape Hatteras Group on North Carolina's outer
banks.
Debbie Pope

Sample exhibit of Lincoln furnishings at Illinois State Museum. Photo by Marlin Roos.
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VIRGIN ISLANDS NP, VI-Earlier
this year, park employees, NPS
Washington representatives, and representatives from other Caribbean islands
gathered on St. John for the dedication
of the Virgin Islands Biosphere Reserve
Center. The facility's four buildings include housing for visiting scientists and
students, a small laboratory, and other
offices. The center will serve as a focal
point for developing practical programs
to meet the needfe of the Virgin Islands
Biosphere Reserve and the region.
Caroline Rogers
LAKE MEAD NRA, N V - T h e American Association of Neurological
Surgeons and the Congress of
Neurological Surgeons are sponsoring
a National Head and Spinal Cord Injury Prevention Project for which Lake
Mead will serve as an NPS pilot area.
This outreach program is different
from other park safety activities in that
it tries to reach visitors before they
come to the park. Ranger Russell J.
Marsh, Lake Mead coordinator for the
program, said "The basic program is
one hour long and is held at a local
high school during an assembly. The
15-35-year-old is at greatest risk for
these injuries. Most important, many
of these injuries are preventable."
The program consists of five parts: 1)
after a brief introduction, an upbeat
film, entitled "Harm's Way," is shown;
it describes activities that can result in
serious injury; 2) a speaker then
describes the anatomy of the spinal
cord and the brain, as well as the way
in which injuries to these areas occur;
3) a guest speaker, someone who has
had a spinal cord injury that has produced paraplegia or quadriplegia,
briefly describes what life is like in a
wheelchair; 4) paramedics demonstrate
how they manage any suspected
spinal cord injury; 5) finally, students
negotiate a wheelchair obstacle course
set up before the start of the program.
Parks interested in this program
should contact the Western Region
training office or write to Ranger
Marsh at Lake Mead NRA, 601
Nevada Highway, Boulder City,
Nevada 89005

How-Well-DoYou-Know-Nevada Trivia
1. Name the largest man-made lake in
the western hemisphere?
2. What state submitted its constitution by telegram to gain admission
to the Union in 1864?
3. What does Nevada mean?
4. Which park area is the only one in
the country in which there is a
casino?
5. What was the name of the Zane
Grey movie in which the Rhyolite
bottle house, in the Death Valley
Triangle, appeared in the 1920s?
6. Which park unit in Nevada owns a
famous parachute?
7. Where is the most southerly ice
field in the lower 48 states?
8. What historic structures are common to Lake Mead NRA, Death
Valley NM, and Great Basin NP?
9. Where is the largest limestone arch
in the country?
Lake Mead
(Answers on page 36)

Faces from the past

Eva Cora McNally and Charles McNally, each paid $135/$15 for the summers of 1926 and 1927 at
Yosemite's Tuolumne Meadows, were an early example of a paid husband and wife team. If anyone knows
where they are or has any information about them, let the Courier know (photo courtesy of Yosemite NP).
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NPS People

Awards

Director Matt (r) awards tlte first Lon and
Inger Garrison Memorial Scholarship to
Mark Daniel

Richard Rambur
The National Parks and Conservation Association has announced appointment of Bruce Craig as its
cultural resources coordinator. Craig
will be responsible for sensitizing
legislators about cultural resource
issues relating to the national park
system; coordinating legislative and
grassroot efforts for the establishment
of new cultural and historical parks;
and lobbying Congress to provide adequate appropriations for the Service's
cultural resource programs. He also
will monitor cultural resource activities
at individual park units and assist in
promoting the continued excellence of
the national park system through
public education and participation. He
can be reached at National Parks and
Conservation Association, 1015 31st
Street NW, Washington, DC 200017.
Richard J. Rambur has been named
superintendent of Antietam National
Battlefield in Sharpsburg, MD. "We
are happy to have Rich take charge of
the park, especially during this year's
observance of the 125th anniversary of
the Battle of Antietam," said National
Capital Regional Director Manus J.
Fish. "His years in the parks as an interpreter and his service in the national office have significantly qualified
him for the challenges of administering Antietam National Battlefield and
planning for its future." Rambur
comes to Antietam after six years in
WASO, where he coordinated the national campground reservation system,
receation fees program, and other
assignments in the ranger activities
division. He succeeds Virgil Leimer,
who retired last March.
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Director Mott awarded the first Lon
and Inger Garrison Memorial Scholarship to Mark Daniel, a senior Recreation and Park student at Texas A&M
University. Tire endowed scholarship
fund was established by colleagues of
the Garrisons at Texas A&M, where
Lon served as a visiting professor.
Contributions came from numerous
friends of the Garrisons, including
many National Park Service colleagues. Said Dr. Bruce Wicks, chairman of the scholarship committee,
"Many old NPS friends of Lon and Inger donated what they could to help
us establish a fund from which to
make this award possible. These
unselfish acts of giving were done in
good faith. Naturally they were thanked,
but in building an endowment, tangible results come slowly. I want very
much for the donors and other friends
of the Garrisons to share our pride in
granting this first award and know
that these donations went to a deserving individual. I know the NPS family
has lost some esteemed members lately, but perhaps efforts such as this
may help preserve important traditions
and memories."
Recipients of the cash award must be
students of Texas A&M and demonstrate their academic ability and personal commitment to a career in natural
resources management. A committee
of faculty members selected Mark
Daniel from among a group of highly
qualified graduate and undergraduate
students in the Recreation and Parks
Department. Testimonials have come
from a number of sources, among
them Harry O'Bryant, superintendent
of Lyndon B. Johnson NHP where
Mark served in a co-op program.
O'Bryant stated, "Mark has a keen

mind and maturity of judgment to be
thoroughly prepared for the opportunity to become a National Park Service Ranger. As an employee Mark
continually finds ways to make extra
contributions to the park. Mark is intelligent and very personable. He is
the kind of person that in a different
time and another place one might
recognize as a character from the
pages of Garrison's The Making of a
Ranger." (Further information concerning the fund is available from Dr.
Bruce E. Wicks, Department of Recreation and Parks, Texas A&M University,
College Station, TX 77843-2261.)
Grand Canyon is the only national
park that has a certified school, grades
K-12, within its boundaries. The interpretive staff at the park thought it
would be fun to sponsor a Take Pride
in America Essay Contest to see if
these students, who had grown up in
a national park, might have a different
perspective on what the Take Pride in
America campaign represented.
Essays were accepted from three age
groups: 5th-6th, 7th-9th, and 10th-12th
graders. A $50 first prize (donated by
Babbitt Brothers General Store, the
Fred Harvey Company, and
Verkamp's, Inc.) and a $25 second
prize (donated by the Grand Canyon
Natural History Association) were
awarded at each level. Winners were:
5th-6th grades—Theresa Sena (first
place), Daniel Crumbo (second place);
7th-9th grades-Jennifer Clift (first
place), Shana Watahomigie (second
place); 10th-12th grades - Aurora
Hindman (first place), Clarissa Haynes
(second place). Awards were
presented by Superintendent Richard
Marks and Grand Canyon Natural
History Association Business Manager,
Linda Swickard. What follows is a
sample (taken from Jennifer Cliff's
essay) of the thought displayed by the
contestants:
One day last year as I had been working
in my family's store, a very old man from
England had walked through the door with
a cane. He started asking me all of the
usual questions that tourists ask about
"why" and "how I had come to live here in
such a small community." I answered him
politely. The gentleman had then explained
to me that he had just turned ninety-two
years old and that he waited all of his life
just to actually see the Grand Canyon
with his own eyes. In a little while, he left
and I began to really wonder why anybody
would want to save all of their money for
that long and travel thousands of miles
halfway across the world to see something
that I have seen every day for almost all of
my life.
Often after that, I thought about that
man and began to take another look. Slowly,

I began to see the beauty, appreciate the
historical value, and understand more of
what this vast treasure that I live only
seven miles away from is about. Sitting on
the rim, looking down into the Grand Canyon from the Mather Point, seeing what
nature alone has created is wonderful. Being able to actually experience the soothing
colors is just fascinating. I began to appreciate it more and more as I had become
older. I then saiv what that old man was
speaking about.
Brenda Smith took home top honors
in a Take Pride in America essay contest held among Swain County High
School freshmen. Great Smoky Mountains NP representative Mike Adams
presented Brenda with a $100 first prize
check at a school assembly. The contest
was sponsored by the park and the
Great Smoky Mountains Natural
History Association (a similar contest
had been sponsored in the Sevier
County Tennessee, school system last
year). The winning essay, written on
the topic "Pride in America: The
Stewardship of America's Public
Lands," contains the following observation: "Caring for America starts from
how much respect you have for
America's people and America's land.
The public is the overseer of America's
land, and it is their effort that makes,
breaks, or molds the future beauty of
America."

Beveiiy Farrell is congratulated by
Massachusetts resident, retired Speaker of the
House, Thomas P. "Tip" O'Neill, Jr., who
received an Exemplary Public Service Award at
the Faneuil Hall Marketplace luncheon.

Karen Klam, Sandy Ridley and Lorna
Cunning (center) display NARO's Federal
Agency of the Year Award

The North Atlantic Region recently
received the "Federal Agency of the
Year" Award at the annual New
England Minority Business Opportunity Committee awards luncheon in
Boston, sponsored by the Boston
Federal Executive Board. Though the
region's FY86 minority business contract award goal was $1.7 million, it
gave out contracts totalling $5.4 million
to minority-owned firms. These contracts included the "Rehabilitation for
Adaptive Re-use of Castle Clinton NM"
in lower Manhattan and the $3.2
million Mogan Cultural Center in
Lowell, MA.

National Historic Landmarks Thematic
Framework, as well as his work on the
Cultural Sites Inventory.
Andersonville National Historic Site
has been awarded the highest honor a
museum or historic site can receive,
accreditation by the American Association of Museums. Accreditation certifies that a museum operates according
to standards set forth by the museum
profession, manages its collections
responsibly, and provides quality service to the public. Of nearly 5,000
museums nationwide, only 650 have
been accredited. "We hope the people
of Georgia and the nation share our
pride in having earned this prestigious
honor," said Superintendent John
Tucker. "The accreditation process was
rigorous, demanding, and examined
virtually every aspect of our park's
operations; two years of self-study and
an on-site evaluation by a team of experienced museum professionals were
required. Andersonville NHS is the
third NPS area to receive this honor."

Miki Crespi and Craig Davis of the
Anthropology Division, WASO, received quality increases in recognition
of sustained superior performance. In
recommending Miki for the award,
Chief Anthropologist Doug Scovill
commended her innovative work in
developing the ethnographic program,
particularly noting her professional
leadership in completing the Native
American Relationships Policy, her
revision of the Management Policies to
reflect ethnographic concerns, and her
establishment of effective relationships
with the National Congress of American Indians. He commended Craig for
his revision of the Management Policies
and the archeological component of the

Ebey's Landing National Historical
Reserve has been named a winner of
the National Association of Counties
1987 Achievement Award. In a letter to
Kris Ravetz, the unit manager, the
Association said the reserve is commended for "ingenuity and creativity in
establishing a useful program for county government." Ebey's Landing will be
brought to NPS operating standards,
then turned over to a trust board appointed by the Island County
commissioners.
Members of the Northern New Jersey
Chapter of the Association of Records
Managers and Administrators were
honored for their contributions to the
Edison Archives at Edison NHS. Dur-

ing the past year, more than 40 volunteers logged hundreds of hours at the
site on such projects as arranging
previously unprocessed groups of archival material and moving 30,000
historic glass photographic negatives.
They also produced a microfilm copy of
the archives' card catalogs, an invaluable security provision. By appealing to
the various New Jersey corporations for
which they work, and through their
own contributions, they raised more
than $10,000 for the archives. This
money is being used for computer
hardware and to fund student intern
assistance.
Michael J. Gallagher (MWRO), Craig
L. Shafer (WASO), Gordon Atkins
(PNWRO), Eugene Wehunt (WRO),
Wally Brittain (SERO) and Sharon
Keene (SERO) received recognition
during the festivities to commemorate
the 25th anniversary of the National
Natural Landmarks Program for their
long-term commitment to and efforts
made on behalf of the program
Beverly R. Farrell, Ranger Activities
assistant at Cape Cod NS, was the NPS
nominee for the "Excellence in Government" award sponsored by the Boston
Federal Executive Board. Her duties
cover at least a dozen different potential clerical nightmares from summons/warrant preparation to concession management reports to radio
dispatch communications to fee/permit
accounting. She received an
"Outstanding Employee" honorable
mention.
Dan Hand, chief of interpretation at
Coulee Dam NRA, has been named
"Citizen of the Year" by the Grand
Coulee (WA) Chamber of Commerce.
Although Hand had been in the community less than two years, the citation
said he was "the prime mover in two
major events which have drawn all
segments of the community together—
the Old Fashioned Christmas and the
Northrup Canyon Harvest Festival."
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Retirees
Howard Chapman closed 40 years of
service to the National Park Service
when he retired May 2 as Western
Regional Director. He had worked
throughout the system as a buck ranger, district ranger, superintendent,
planner, and, for the last fifteen years,
as regional director. At a dinner in his
honor May 27 at San Francisco's
Cathedral Hill Hotel, more than 130
NPS employees, retirees, and friends
joined in wishing him and Marion well.
In a letter received in the regional office recently, Howard Chapman wrote,
As I told you all that night, I had visions
of a different close to my career.. .there
was some reluctance to think of the event.
Then came the happenings over this last
year and during that time, inspired by
many different expressions from you, I
found a far more valuable and meaningful
recognition of one's career. It was ivhat
came from each of you in your own way
that has given me my greatest reward as I
close out my career. I found in those
words-written, verbalized or however
expressed—meaning far beyond what any
official could present in official recognition.
What took place the night of the retirement
dinner was the focused expressions from
the long years of past associations.
Right now, Marion and I are in Port Jervis, NY, after having spent the day touring Martin Van Buren NHS, Vanderbilt
Mansion NHS, Home of FDR NHS, and
Eleanor Roosevelt NHS. That followed
spending all day at Saratoga NHP in
typical New York -weather—chilly, low
clouds and rain —taking the tour route over
the battlefield and, with umbrella for protection, minutely inspecting evenj interpretive marker. What a change had occurred
in 37 years dealing with events that had
taken place over 200 years ago! And to top
this all off-at every park-Valley Forge, as
well as the parks visited today, I get a surprise by running into someone that I have
been associated with over these past years.
So, if there were nothing else to do with
my time I could be busy just trying to get
all 338 units in the system...
.. .If I can ever find time there is a
house to paint in San Rafael, another to
finish in La junta, CO, a garage to
straighten out and a den to organize, plus
keeping up with what is happening in the
National Park Service and sounding off
when I think I have something to say...
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Delmar "Barney" Scharn (I) receives retirement plaque from Southwest Regional Director
John E. Cook

Marian G. Carter, administrative
technician at Richmond National Battlefield Park, has retired after 24 years
with the Park Service. She began her
career at the old Southeast Regional
Office in Richmond and transferred to
the battlefield in May 1965. She plans
to become more involved with local
community activities and to spend
more time traveling. "I feel my life has
been greatly enriched through the
various experiences and personal contacts with the National Park Service
family."
Phyllis A. Sorenson, Pipestone National Monument's administrative
technician, has retired after 22 years of
government service. She and her husband plan to continue to reside in
Pipestone while doing some extensive
traveling.
Kramer L. Chapman, Chief, Branch
of Construction for the Western Team,
Denver Service Center, retired from
the National Park Service in May. He
joined the National Park Service after
a varied career with Piper Aircraft Corporation, the Army Corps of Engineers
and his family's construction contracting business. He began as a construction representative assigned to the
Eastern Office of Design and Construction, Philadelphia. From 1963 to 1968,
he served as the construction supervisor for the Gateway Arch at Jefferson National Expansion Memorial,
receiving a Meritorious Service Award
for his work on that project. Other
projects in which he was involved included construction of the Filene
Center at Wolf Trap Farm Park and the
Harpers Ferry Center building. In 1971

he transferred to the Denver Service
Center, where he was involved with
construction work during the Bicentennial effort. In 1979, he joined the
Western Team and continued in that
position until his retirement. Kramer
and his wife, Ruth, plan to remain in
Littleton, Colorado. They can be
reached at 5447 South Perry Street,
Littleton, Colorado 80123.
A 34 % -year federal career came to a
close on May 29 for Delmar "Barney"
Scharn, SWRO contracting and property management chief. Scharn began
his career in June 1952 as a seasonal at
Sequoia NP, then received his first
permanent position in 1956 as a
warehouseman and supply officer, also
at Sequoia. Scharn joined the SWRO
in 1971 as a supervisory contract
specialist. During his service with this
region he received two special achievement awards, one in 1973 and the
other in 1979.

Trivia Answers
(From page 33)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Lake Mead
Nevada
Snow-covered
Lake Mead NRA
"Wanderers in the Wasteland"
The parachute formation in Lehman
Caves, now part of Great Basin
7. Great Basin NP
8. Mining operations
9. Lexington Arch, Great Basin NP

Deaths
Beauford Carroll Messer, 70, died
on May 21 in the Bryson City Hospital
after a short illness. Messer was
employed in Great Smoky Mountains
NP from 1936 until his retirement in
1977. Surviving are his wife, Effie, of
Buckners Branch, Bryson City, TN
28713, a son, three daughters, six
grandchildren, and one great grandchild. He is also survived by his
mother and three sisters.
Patrick Cummins, 18 months, son of
Diana and Gary Cummins, died June
20. Gary is currently the superintendent of Cabrillo National Monument.
Patrick is also survived by two
brothers, Gavin and Corby. The family
has asked that contributions in
Patrick's memory be made to the
Education Trust Fund of the Employees
and Alumni Association, P.O. Box
1490, Falls Church, VA 22041. Cards
and letters may be sent to 13907
Avenida Del Charro, El Cajon, CA
92021.
Raymond C. Ludwig, 75, passed
away on May 31 at Sherwood Oaks
Health Center in Fort Bragg, CA,
following a long illness. Ludwig worked
for a number of years as a heavy
equipment operator in Lassen Volcanic
NP, retiring October 31, 1971. He is
survived by his brother and sister-inlaw, Clifford and Vivian Ludwig, of
24751 Pine Street, Fort Bragg, CA
95437, two nieces and one nephew.
Mary Ruth Chiles, the first
superintendent's secretary and the first
woman employee of Great Smoky
Mountains NP, passed away on Sunday, June 14, after a brief illness. Mary
Ruth, a longtime resident of Gatlinburg, TN, is remembered with respect
and fondness as a leader of the park
staff during eight superintendencies.
Before beginning work in the Smokies
in 1940, she worked for the Tennessee
Valley Authority and the Department
of Justice, her tenure there spanning
the years when land was being acquired for Great Smoky Mountains
NP. During her work with Justice, she
also was licensed to practice law in
Tennessee. After coming to the park as
an assistant clerk stenographer, Mary
Ruth earned distinction as a certified
professional secretary. Her consistently
fine work was recognized through succeeding promotions over the years.
She received a special achievement
award in 1960 for her renovation of the
park's massive filing system. Remarks
from Mary Ruth's friends and former

co-workers show a deep appreciation
of her strengths, both professional and
personal. "She was good.. .she was
the tops," said former park
superintendent George Fry.
After retiring in April 1972, and up
until her final illness, Mary Ruth continued to donate time and expertise to
the park. Her volunteer work included
transcribing oral history tapes and
transferring the tapes from reel-to-reel
to cassettes. Mary Ruth also supported
the Great Smoky Mountains Natural
History Association, serving on several
committees and sitting on the board of
directors.
Park Superintendent Randall R.
Pope said, "Obviously, Mary Ruth
Chiles was a woman who never did
anything halfway. Even after her

retirement, she continued to give a
great deal to the park. She will be
sorely missed, but not forgotten." She
is survived by her cousins, Martha
Osborne and Edward and Dorthy
Smith. (Marily Nixon)
Frank Ora Beall, 86, passed away
May 13 in Chickasaw, OK. He worked
as a farmer in Oklahoma before moving to Carlsbad and joining the
maintenance division of Carlsbad
Caverns NP in 1950. He retired in 1970
after more than 20 years of service.
Beall was a charter member of the
Hillcrest United Methodist Church and
a founder of the Eddy County Federal
Credit Union. He is survived by his
daughter, Virginia Martin of
Chickasaw, three grandchildren and
four great grandchildren.

E&AA news and notes
E&AA News
Great Basin Book discount-A Trace
of Desert Waters is a record of one
man's attachment to a special land,
and also a storehouse of scientific
details and fascinating anecdotes from
the least understood region of North
America. The late Samuel Houghton
conducts us on a thoughtful,
sometimes poetic, always informative
journey across the basin and range
deserts he knew so well.
The publisher, Howe Brothers of Salt

Lake City, Utah, has generously offered a substantial discount on soft
cover editions of this book, which
E&AA is pleased to pass on to its
members. The book is available to
members for $10.50, including postage
and handling. Complete the order
blank and send it along with your
check to Maureen M. Hoffman,
Treasurer, E&AA, P.O. Box 1490, Falls
Church, VA 22041.

Trace of Desert Waters
Please send

copy(ies) at $10.50 per copy of A Trace of Desert Waters to:

Name
Address
City

State

Zip_

Check one:
As a member of E&AA, I am enclosing my check in the amount of $
.
Beacuse I am not a member, I also remit $
, which represents my
dues for membership in E&AA (annual dues $10; Life $100, payable in a lump sum,
in $25 a year for four years; or $20 a year for five years.)

COURIER, September 1987/ 37

before October 19 in order to include
you in the directory. If your membership is in arrears, please include
your dues when you mail in your
form. Anyone who is not a member
but, as an NPS alumnus, wishes to be
included in the 1987 update, may do
so by joining E&AA and completing
the appropriate form
Remember, in compliance with the
Privacy Act, E&AA must have on
hand a form completed by you before
it can include your name and address
in the directory.
If you are listed in the 1986 update
and have had an address change since
November 1986, please be sure E&AA
has been notified of your new address.
We rely on your help to keep the information in the directory current.

1987 Alumni Directory Update-In
November 1984, E&AA published an
Alumni Directory for the first time in
several years. E&AA's goals for this
publication were for the document to
serve as its way to keep in closer contact with NPS alumni, as an aid for
the Park Service to do the same, and
as a means to help alumni keep in
touch with each other. The first directory contained 347 names. Updates of
the directory mailed in 1985 contained
474 names; the 1986 version listed 677
names. We now are completing the
third update, planned for November
1987. If you are an alumnus and a
member in good standing of E&AA,
please complete the form below and
send it toMaureen M. Hoffman,
Treasurer, E&AA, P.O. Box 1490, Falls
Church, VA 22041. We need your form

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED
Name

(Please

print)

Nickname
Present

Spouse_
address

City

Zip

State

Year joined NPS alumni
Title & location of last NPS position_
Present

date

Check appropriate line:
I am currently a member in good standing in the E&AA, and, when prepared,
I would appreciate receiving a copy of the Alumni Directory.
I am not a member of the E&AA, but wish to receive a copy of the Alumni
Directory when it is prepared. I enclose my check in the amount of $
to cover membership in the E&AA. (Annual membership is $10. Life membership
is $100, payable in one lump sum, as $25 a year for four years, or as $20 a year for
five years. Other Memberships are: Second Century - $200; Third Century - $300;
Fourth Century - $400; Supporting Donor - $500; Founder - $1,000.)

The Haunted Mesa—Gilbert and
Charlotte Wenger have been honored
by Louis L'Amour, one of President
Reagan's favorite authors as well as a
favorite of past presidents Eisenhower
and Carter. L'Amour has dedicated his
most recent book, The Haunted Mesa,
to Gil and Charlotte, who arranged for
L'Amour to spend the night in a Mesa
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Verde ruin while doing research on his
book. Gil is an E&AA member. He
resides at 392-30 Road, Grand Junction, Colorado 81504.
Moving???—If you have moved or
are planning a move, please advise
E&AA, P.O. Box 1490, Falls Church,
VA 22041, to ensure timely delivery of
your Courier.

Books
David W. Look, AIA, arid Carole R.
Perrault provide thorough photographic
documentation of the U.S. Department
of the Interior Building, constructed in
1936, in their book The Interior
Building: Its Architecture and Its Art.
Architectural design as well as the entire collection of painted and sculptural
decorations commissioned by the
Roosevelt administration are included,
as well as historical background on architect Waddy B. Wood and the involvement of FDR's Secretary of Interior
Harold L. Ickes. 200 pages. 301
illustrations. GPO stock number:
024-005-01012-2. $9.00 per copy.
Travelers preparing to visit national
park areas in New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Maryland, Virginia and West Virginia
now have an authoritative new
guidebook to show them the way. The
Mid-Atlantic National Parks—Five Tour
Guidebook by Michael Frome is on sale
at park visitor centers throughout the
five-state region. 142 pages. Available
for $4.95 at Mid-Atlantic national parks
or for an additional $1 handling and
postage from the Eastern National Park
and Monument Association, Jamestown
Visitor Center, Jamestown, VA 23081.
Independence NHP is celebrating the
200th anniversary of the Constitution.
The history of the backdrop against
which these activities take place is
chronicled in Constance M. Greiff's
book Independence: The Creation of a
National Park. Greiff, president of
Heritage Studies in Hopewell, NJ,
devotes considerable attention to the
process by which the participants arrived at the ideas and philosophies
underpinning the park's creation and
development, the conflicting views
about the purpose and scope of the
park, and the resolution of these
conflicts.
American Association for State and
Local History (AASLH) recently has
released four new titles: Houses and
Homes: Exploring their History,
Museum Visitor Evaluation: New
Tool for Management, A Guide to
Museum Computing, and Folklife and
Museums: Selected Readings. For information concerning how to order or for a
copy of their summer catalogue write or
call the AASLH Press, 172 Second
Avenue North, Suite 102, Nashville, TN
37201, (615) 255-2971.

Notes
from the
Hill
Rob Wallace
Assistant Director
Legislative & Congressional Affairs
It's been just over a year since I
moved to Washington from Wyoming,
and I'm feeling bold enough to venture
a few observations, and even predictions, regarding what's happening
these days on Capitol Hill.
This first year confirmed what I already suspected. The National Park
Service has strong bipartisan support
in Washington. For example, when
the 100th Congress organized itself in
January, the committees and subcommittees with jurisdiction over the Park
Service proved very popular.
The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee had to expand its
subcommittee on Public Lands, National Parks, and Forests from ten senators to thirteen senators because the
new members of the committee
(Wyche Fowler of Georgia, Tim Wirth
of Colorado, and Kent Conrad of North
Dakota) all asked for places on our
subcommittee.
Interest was equally high in the
House. The Interior and Insular Affairs Committee has 41 members, of
whom 32 are on the National Parks
and Public Lands Subcommittee.
Over the next few months, the 535
members of Congress will be making
some tough budget decisions. The
ramifications of those actions will be
felt throughout government, including
the National Park Service.
The budget of the federal government will likely exceed one trillion dollars in FY1988. Amateur mathematicians have been euphoric these past
few months as their fertile minds find
more and more things to divide into
that twelve zeroed number. They've
stacked a trillion dollars to the moon;
they've even calculated how long you
could run the National Park Service
with that size bank account. Answer—
1,333 years.
But Congress will focus less on the
trillion-dollar threshold and more on
the disparity between revenues and
expenses—the federal deficit. The

most important question they will answer will be whether or not to revive the
automatic budget cuts, or sequestration, that became law-in the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 (commonly known as
Gramm-Rudman-Hollings).
In 1986, the pivotal part of GRH was
ruled unconstitutional by the Supreme
Court because the automatic spending
cuts were made by the comptroller
general, who is an official of the legislative branch, instead of an executive
branch official.
The balanced budget concept envisioned by GRH was relatively simple.
The anticipated federal deficit for FY86
was $180 billion. To reach a balanced
budget in five years, GRH called for
the deficit to be reduced annually by
20%, or $36 billion a year, until the budget was balanced in 1991. Under this
formula, the budget deficit target for
FY88 is $108 billion.
During August and September, the
Congressional Budget Office, a legislative branch office, and the Office of
Management and Budget, an executive branch office, will take a
"snapshot" of the economy. They'll
look at the unemployment rate, the
rate of inflation, the growth rate of the
gross national product, projected revenues, projected expenses, and other
economic indicators. From those figures will flow an estimate of the FY88
budget deficit. If the two offices disagree, they average the differences.
If the estimated deficit is near the
$108 billion level, then automatic,
across-the-board cuts are avoided. If
the deficit exceeds that figure, then the
sequestration process begins.
Because the current sequestration
method is unconstitutional, there'll be
hard negotiations going on during the
rest of the summer on just how GRH
will be amended to comply with the
Sulpreme Court ruling. Will the President accept new taxes? Will defense
and domestic programs be cut equally? Will Congress and the President
renegotiate the deficit ceiling upward
from the FY88 target of $108 billion?
Will the 1991 balanced budget deadline be stretched out a few more years?
These debates will be unfolding
daily in the coming months, and will be
worth following. While the numbers
seem abstract, the solutions to these
questions will affect all of us in the National Park Service.

FYI
Albright film a Glimpse
of the Past
David Nathanson
Chief Librarian
Harpers Ferry Center
Horace M. Albright always enjoyed
a special position in the National Park
Service. His accomplishments are wellknown. His good works will be with
us forever. What we have lost is our
living link to our beginnings as an organization. Yet thanks to the donation
of their "home movies" by Marian
Schenk, Albright's daughter, we do
have visual documentation of those
early, energetic years.
Several years ago, Marian donated
more than 60 reels of film recording
Albright's activities in the 1920s and
1930s. Since the 16mm film had
shrunk, we decided to convert it to
videotape for preservation purposes
and in order to make it available for
viewing. With the generous assistance
of Eastern National Park & Monument
Association, we carefully spliced the
60 small reels together to make 13
large reels, which were then shipped
to a film lab in Hollywood that had
the equipment necessary to convert
shrunken film to one-inch videotape.
This archival-quality videotape was
then converted to ten VHS-format
videocassettes for ease of viewing.
The films are, of course, black-andwhite silents. They include much of
what one would expect home movies
to contain—activities and travels of
family and friends. However, they also
record some of Albright's activities as
superintendent of Yellowstone, as field
director under Mather, and as director.
Some highlights: Mather and Albright
escort a Congressional party to Grand
Canyon and other southwestern areas
in 1927 that includes a segment showing
Congressman Louis Cramton questioning campers about the autocamping
facilities (HMA-8); Mather and Albright
with a group (possibly Congressmen)
taking a ride on the Baby Gauge
Railway at Death Valley (HMA-10);
Albright escorting Secretary of the Interior Ray Lyman Wilbur and his family
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on a tour of Yellowstone in 1926
(HMA-6); a visit to Yosemite in 1926,
showing the new Ranger Club, the
new Glacier Point Hotel, and the
Ahwahnee Hotel under construction
(HMA-3).
The films also record interesting
glimpses of Americana: Zeppelins over
Washington, DC, including a view of
the Lincoln Memorial from a distance,
looking toward Virginia where there
seem to be very few buildings
(HMA-10); the Gallup (NM) Intertribal
Indian Ceremony (1931) featuring
rodeos, parades, and demonstrations
of traditional dances by several tribes
(HMA-1); and author Mary Roberts
Rinehart cavorting with bears
(HMA-6).
Many of the sequences have caption
frames preceeding the shots the
viewer is about to see. One, in particular, reflects the sentiment photo
album manufacturers provided or people wrote for themselves at the time
(1927): What!-nothing to do?/Nothing
to do, you say?/Come, let's take a trip
on/Memory's ship—back to/The bygone d a y s . . .(HMA-10). This bit of
poetry introduces a section of still
photos "then and now" of Stephen T.
Mather and his Berkeley graduating
class of 1887 at their 40th reunion.
Other captions express the feelings
one would expect from a noted conservationist. In a sequence about logging
near Yosemite, the following caption
appears: This is what is being done
right on the edge of our national
plarks. Save the parks and save the
trees (HMA-3).
The Albright videotapes are available
for viewing at the Harpers Ferry
Center Library by arrangement. Detailed logs of all ten videocassettes are
available on request. For more information write David Nathanson, National Park Service History Collection,
Harpers Ferry Center, Harpers Ferry,
WV 25425. Or call FTS/925-6492 or
304/535-6371 ext. 6493.

Book
East of Chosin is the latest book from
the now-retired, distinguished NPS
historian Roy Appleman. Appleman has
been writing the official Army history of
the Korean War since his retirement.
The New York Times says East of
Chosin "deals at once sympathetically
and analytically with one of the painful
episodes" of America's involvement
during the Korean War. The book is
available from Texas A&M University
Press for $22.50.
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Going For the Gold on Stockton Island
Mark Peterson
Sigurd Olson Environmental Institute
It was dawn, the lake was breathing softly as in sleep, rising and falling, it seemed
to me to absorb like a great sponge, all the
sounds of the earth.
Sigurd F. Olson
An offshore breeze finds its way to a
tent flap and awakens five sixth
graders within. In a chain reaction,
movement in one tent stirs action in
the others and the quiet of dawn
becomes the beginning of another day
on the Apostle Islands National
Lakeshore's Stockton Island.
The group of northern Wisconsin
sixth graders in those tents were one
of several participating in a three-day
"Island School" experience created by
the Sigurd Olson Environmental Institute. Now two years old, the school
works with the National Park Service,
and is taught by Northland College
outdoor education students with Institute staff. The Island School teaches
local students about area ecology, and
the rich natural and cultural history of
the national lakeshore.
"Very few of the students, and even
their parents, have ever had the opportunity to explore Lake Superior
beyond the mainland," says Mark
Peterson, director of the Institute and
originator of the Island School concept. "We hope that from this island
experience, the students will begin to
develop a respect for, and an
awareness of, their natural environment and the value of the National
Park Service's only freshwater
archipelago."
Each program starts from the
mainland with a boat trip provided by
the national lakeshore's concessioner,
the Apostle Islands Cruise Service.
The view and narration on board encompass the 20 islands on the horizon
and the geological history that shaped
them prior to their inclusion in the national park system.
On the way to their destination,
each class visits the Park Service's
newly restored Manitous Island Fish
Camp to investigate what a fisherman's life was like early in this century. Under the tutelage of Bill Gordon, the NPS interpreter on the island
and a former commercial fisherman,
students go on a scavenger hunt
through the log buildings, looking for
clues to explain how fishermen mended their nets, where Old Jim the horse
slept, and where the fish were smoked. Slowly the sixth-graders begin to

Participants peer into a "pool of life," one of
the treasure hunt stations

contemplate life before refrigerators,
microwave ovens, cars, and plumbing.
"Food was stored here under the
floor because it's close to the stove and
wouldn't freeze in the winter," the
class is told by Northland student Ed
Papenberg, pointing to a wooden
square in the floor of one building. "It
was a hard life here, but the fishermen
loved their freedom and
independence—that was the lure of
1
the islands and that's what brings people here today."
Once on Stockton Island, students
hike to study the sand dunes of Presque Isle, the bogs of Julian Bay and
the Stockton Island brownstone
quarry.
"Each student is introduced to the
interrelated history of man and nature
on the islands," says Erica Peterson,
the Institute's program coordinator.
"Through personal observation and investigation, the students discover the
why's of animals on the islands, the
how's of shipwrecks and brownstone
quarries, and the what if's of future
impacts on our wild lands."
One group encountered fog most of
their three days. But as Peterson put
it, "The fog added a new dimension to
an unusual experience not unlike what
was felt by the fishermen, loggers,
quarrymen and lighthouse keepers of
the late 1800s and early 1900s."

Curiosity paid off when several students
found the Apostle Islands' first recorded
sighting of a cross between a blue-spotted
salamander and a yellow-spotted salamander

Other activities included solving the
mysteries of animal tracks and happenings on the beach, visiting the
special world of a bog where plants
eat insects, investigating the home of a
beaver, watching the doings of
feathered friends and learning about
the elusive radio-collared Stockton
bear and her three cubs. Quiet time
was also allowed for reflection in a
journal.
The experience for each group
culminates in a treasure hunt designed
to allow each participant to make a
comparison between material riches
and the natural treasures of these
islands. In this activity, each student is
given a copy of an ancient treasure
map and a set of directions to follow
to the "gold." Along the way they encounter such natural treasures as ancient beach ripplemarks, carpets of
moss, and a natural pool. The
students come to recognize the
"buried treasure" to be nature.
Sue Walther, a teacher, commented,
"The activities made the students
think about what was going on around

them, use the knowledge they already
had, search for an answer and reach a
conclusion entirely on their own."
The program was developed in close
consultation with the Apostle Islands'
interpretive staff to meet NPS environmental education goals. "At one
time environmental education was
viewed as an extracurricular activity,
but I'd like to suggest that environ-

mental education be compared to putting money in the bank," says Jim
Mack, NPS Chief of Visitor Services
and Resources Management in
Bayfield. "The investment we make in
the environmental education of our
children today will pay future
dividends in terms of a happier,
healthier world in which to spend a
lifetime."

The Boys of Lough will be featured performers on the National Public Ftadio broadcast of the
Border Folk Festival, October 3, from Chamizal NM. Don't miss them.

COURIER, September 1987/ 41

Letters

To the Editor:

The following was a response to an invitation to the Great Basin festivities.
Dear Sir
A few days ago I received an invitation to attend the dedication of the
Great Basin National Park, at Baker,
Nevada. I was particularly thrilled as it
called up memories of days spent in
field studies of the Snake Range. It is
such a magnificent exposition of the
whole Great Basin country, and is capable of splendid interpretive programs.
I made an effort to arrange attendance at the dedication. However,
there were conflicts in timing. A friend,
who often flies me in his plane when
ground transportation is infeasible,
couldn't agree to the time; and surface
travel would be too costly in time for
me right now. Someone at Baker told
me that an air strip does exist there but
the information I received was not assuring. Foreseeing schedule difficulties anyway, I did not pursue the matter. However, I deeply appreciate being asked. I have been retired from
the Service for 26 years—wouldn't have
expected to hear about this forthcoming occasion, although I was deeply involved in the park's inception, along
with several others about 1956.
My great good wishes to you and
your people who are accomplishing
such ennobling work, often in difficult
circumstances and conditions. The
Service stands today as the lodestar to
all who find values in natural and cultural resources, and their enormous
meaning in perpetuation of our national character.
Most cordially and gratefully,
George L. Collins
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We enjoyed the June 1987 Courier
article on the WASO Public Inquiries
Office. The Santa Monica Mountains
National Recreation Area Visitor Information Center provides the same nationwide service in Los Angeles six
days per week with a permanent staff
of two, augmented by seasonals and
fill-in park rangers from the field. We
also function as a sales outlet for the
Southwest Parks and Monuments
Association.
We, too, have the same goal as the
Public Inquiries Office-to attempt to
answer every question, or at the very
least, to steer the person in the right
direction. In 1986, we logged 71,600
telephone calls-45,600 of which were
answered personally (the remaining
26,000 were to our recorded PARKCAST
message system); mailed 19,100 information request responses; and assisted
more than 10,000 walk-in visitors.
We fully commiserate with Barbara,
Mary, and Herb, as we too well know
the results of media articles mentioning the park information number. If
you really want to be overwhelmed,
just be here eight weeks prior to the
Fourth of July for Yosemite campground reservations!
Richard T. Gale
Chief Park Ranger
Santa Monica Mountains NRA
The following letter is a special
reminiscence.
Dear Sir:
I watched a recent television show
concerning the Abo Ruins and Mr.
Federico Sisneros, who has watched
over it these many years. It was my
privilege to work in that area in the early 1950s, and to meet Mr. Sisneros.
That meeting was one of the most
memorable events in my long career
with the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation. I
thought both you and Mr. Sisneros
might like to know the impression he
made on me.
I was surveying for the location of a
115 kv powerline to be constructed
horn Belen to Mountainair and Willard.
It was always my policy to inform the
landowner about our work and to seek

permission to cut a line and run our
survey. Along this particular line, all of
the owners had been amenable; so
when I found Mr. Sisneros away from
home when I called, I assumed he
wouldn't care, and proceeded onto his
land. After a bit, I sent my instrument
man back to talk to Federico. The man
was Spanish-speaking. He returned to
the crew and announced that I was in
big trouble-that Mr. Sisneros had said
"don't cut one limb from a tree on my
property." I stopped work and went
with my man to see Mr. Sisneros.
Assuming he would rather talk in
Spanish, I used my man as interpreter.
The conversation continued through
several arguments until my man informed me he was unable to explain
what I had said in Spanish. Mr.
Sisneros said in perfect English,
"Would you prefer we talk in English?"
Of course I felt about two feet tall.
Then I found out why he was
suspicious of our proposed power line.
He had been visited by an REA construction crew, and was rightfully incensed. After we had talked awhile,
Mr. Sisneros finally gave his permission, then showed a most remarkable
understanding of our survey requirements. He asked if I had tied in
the Section corners, and if I knew their
location. He offered to show them to
me and was willing to accompany me
at once. We drove through the woods,
where he would have me stop in the
midst of a group of trees; he would
scan them and announce that the corner would be x feet from that tree and
y from the other. We then would
measure the intersection, sink a shovel
and hit the stone. This same uncanny
feat was repeated for about four or five
miles. I could not believe it. Mr.
Sisneros had worked with the crews
who had set the monuments many
years before, and had such an uncanny
memory that the distances from the
witness trees was invariably correct.
In my thirty-four years of surveying,
I never met his match. He is one of the
nicest, most intelligent men I ever met.
I will never forget him.
The Park Service and the Abo Ruins
in particular are most fortunate to have
such a man looking after the preservation of the past.
Leon S. Hatcher
Surveyor

To the Editor:
Those of us on the staff here at New
River Gorge National River were pleased
:o read Art Miller's article in the June
Courier that summarized what the completion of a new interstate highway
system near here will mean for this
park.
However, Art made one misstatement that some of our constituents
were quick to point out. We have not
"reached an agreement" with the Army
Corps of Engineers on water flow
through the Bluestone Dam on the
New River.
We are working with the Corps
toward an agreement that will be consistent with preserving the national
river. But this is difficult to define and
even harder to get agreement on.
Fishermen prefer a constant flow of
water. Commercial rafting companies
want to be assured of an adequate flow
for their rafts during the dry summer
months. The Corps doesn't want the
water level of the lake behind the dam
to fluctuate and thus flood out its boatlaunching ramps, picnic areas and campgrounds. The Park Service wants to
protect the biological resources and
recreational use of the river.
As they say, "The difficult we do immediately; the impossible takes a little
longer." We will continue to negotiate
with the Corps to reach a formula that
will satisfy all these constituencies.
Joe L. Kennedy
New River Gorge NR
To the Editor:
A recent article in the Courier stated
that Steamtown, Golden Spike and
Allegheny Portage are the only areas in
the national park system that "reflect
U.S. railroad history."
Curecanti National Recreation Area,
located between Gunnison and Montrose in Colorado, has for many years
interpreted narrow gauge railroad
history as a major park theme. Displays
have been developed at Cimarron,
centering around an 1882 trestle which
is on the National Register of Historic
Places. In 1974, narrow gauge Denver
and Rio Grande locomotive 278, its
tender, a caboose, and box car were
placed on the trestle, over the Cimarron River in a spectacular sheer-walled
gorge.
In 1982, a stock yard exhibit was
developed at the old Cimarron town
site. Two stock cars, a work car and
crane car, were added to the list of rolling stock.
The majority of the original rail bed
now lies under the water of Blue Mesa
and Morrow Point Reservoirs;

however, sections may still be seen at
Pine Creek, along U.S. 50 west of
Cimarron, as well as the canyon east of
Blue Mesa Lake. In addition, the site of
an Italian railroad work camp dating
from the 1880s has been excavated,
with the aid of the Midwest Archeological Center, along the former route
of the Denver and Rio Grande's Lake
City Branch.
Through our displays and interpretive services, the staff at Curecanti
is keeping alive the memory of the
pioneering and development of the
mountain west by narrow gauge lines,
in particular that of the Denver and Rio
Grande and its former "Scenic Line of
the World."
Joseph F. Alston
Curecanti NRA

To the Editor:
I have read the report of the President's Commission on Americans
Outdoors with great interest and excitement. It is a carefully-researched,
well-documented and clearly-expressed
study. The report covers trends, needs,
problems and solutions for American
outdoor recreational enjoyment into
the future.
The two major recommendations of
the report are: (1) a billion-dollar-peryear fund for addressing the needs of
outdoor recreation; and (2) the ignition
of a "prairie fire" of concern community-by-community to create "greenways" across the nation.
These are powerful, insightful projections. They are also — according to
the report—essential steps for the
preservation and advancement of our
outdoor recreational needs for the
future.
I have two concerns, however, with
the recommendations. The first is:
without centralized, forceful leadership
the prairie fire will not happen. Even
with good ideas, it is difficult to have
energetic sustained action occur spontaneously in areas requiring the nationwide support of the public and
private sectors. Of course, some communities will take action, as some
already have, but these will be isolated
flames, not a prairie fire. As stated in
the Commission's Report, there is
need for strong outdoor commitment
from the nation's capital to safeguard,
expand, protect and improve recreational opportunities.
My second concern is: unless nationwide action is initiated, Congress will
see little need to appropriate large
amounts of funds. Much-needed
monies to expand and improve outdoor recreational facilities will be lost.

A readily available ideal solution to
these concerns is to have the National
Park Service take the lead in igniting
this prairie fire. The National Park Service is the practical organization to
direct the community-by-community
effort required to accomplish the
dream envisioned in the President's
Commission report.
The National Park Service is centrally controlled from the nation's capital
and has responsive offices in all sectors of the country. Each area office
should establish a staff that would
focus expertise on planning,
establishing and preserving greenways
in the types of environment within
their district. This staff would serve as
a catalytic consultant to communities
large and small in kindling the prairie
fire. The National Park Service personnel would provide insight and intelligence in the planning stage,
monitor the implementation of the
plan, and correlate the preservation
of the facilities when completed.
The National Park Service has an
unmatched reputation for ability to
preserve the environment and, at the
same time, to provide for quality
recreation. The leadership of the National Park Service would inspire community respect for the environment.
This would not only increase the
resolve to develop distinctive "greenways" but also would lead, in all probability, to plans at the local level to
reduce pollutants and contaminants
that foul the air, land, and waters.
Glenn Wintermute
Seasonal Ranger
Rocky Mountain NP
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When people daydream
about
Nevada, they conjur images of
glittery casinos surrounded by miles
of dry desert... How many people
know that Nevada has more
mountain ranges than any other
state?
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