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Freelance outdoor photographer Jeff Vanuga has photographed the
Yellowstone fire for National
Geographic,
National Geographic World, Audubon, and
others. He recently covered the park's
regeneration for Sports Illustrated. His work
shown here began as stunning color slides
truly evocative of Yellowstone's diverse
personality in 1989. On the cover spring
grasses sprout among charred timber. The
photo of Jeff was taken by his wife, EllenMarie Vanuga.
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The Director's Report
SEEING YELLOWSTONE

Helicoptering over Yellowstone in the
early morning I was surprised by the overall beauty of the park. I'm not quite sure
what I expected to see. I guess I was prepared for the worst, especially based on the
press coverage describing the devastating
toll the fires had taken. But from the sky,
I saw a different picture. I saw burned areas, but from my vantage point—this bird's
eye view—I also saw the hues of green returning to even the most badly charred areas. My aerial perspective brought home to
me, in a way nothing else had, just how
much fire is a part of the endless cycle of
nature; a part that will enable this generation to see the rejuvenation of the Yellowstone ecosystem.
Much of my two-and-a-half-day trip focused on the aftermath of the fires. I wanted to find out more about the kinds of
impacts the fires had had on wildlife and visitation. I was
pleased to learn that the wildlife seem to be in good shape;
herds have been reduced in size, but this should be beneficial
to the overall health of the animal population. As predicted,
grizzlies and other carnivores thrived off the carcasses of those
animals that didn't survive the winter. I also learned from
wildlife biologist Mary Meagher that bison weren't leaving the
park last winter solely in search of food, but to satisfy an instinctual need to roam. This need of space for the bison and
winter range for the elk highlights the importance of open
land to the north of the park.
With regard to park visitation, during the initial months after the fires, there was fear that visitation might significantly
decrease, that visitors would stay away from Yellowstone.
From what I've seen and from what I've been told that doesn't
seem to be the case. I was impressed with the number of visitors, all of whom seemed to be enjoying themselves. I also
was surprised with the significant number of foreign visitors.
I was informed that visitation is up from two years ago (the
year before the fires) with many visitors curious to see the
park after the fires—taking advantage of this rare opportunity
to see nature "at work."
This is not to say that everything is fine; a tremendous
amount of damage was caused, ironically, much of it by the
firefighting effort itself. Some 1,000 miles of fire lines were
laid down, leaving scars that we now must heal. In addition,
more than 600 miles of damaged trails need repairing; bridges
need replacing; and thousands of burned or fallen trees need to
be cleared. We're estimating that approximately $15 million
will be needed for rehabilitation, repairs, and research during
the next three years.

A large portion of these needs have
been addressed this year through the use of
emergency authority funds and the reprogramming of other NPS funds. We are fortunate to also have many concerned
"partners" in participating with us in our
restoration and research efforts. Two of
these partners are the Student Conservation
Association (SCA) and the Loyal Order of
Moose. As you've probably heard, SCA is
providing volunteers to help restore trails,
campsites, and other backcountry areas that
were severely damaged. On my recent visit, I was lucky enough to meet some of
those volunteers and to see the fine work
they are doing. This first year of a threeyear effort will involve 500 volunteers
from all over the country. One fellow, who came from the Virgin Islands, experienced his first hail storm that, I might add,
obliged us by occurring while I was with them.
A month ago, I attended a convention of the Loyal Order of
Moose in Las Vegas. The Moose have set a goal of raising
one million dollars from within their membership to help Yellowstone. Much of their contribution will be used for wildlife
research. Because a major fire event like this presents a unique
"opportunity" for research on a huge range of topics, many
universities and researchers have expressed interest in conducting or participating in research. This will be of invaluable assistance to us in making sound, science-based management decisions.
Not wanting to focus entirely on the fires to the exclusion
of other issues of concern, I also spent some time looking at
housing and other facilities and talking to employees. I am
very impressed with the beautiful rehabilitation of the Lake
Hotel. I am very concerned, on the other hand, about the poor
condition of some of our facilities, especially employee housing. As one of my highest priorities, I'm committed to seeing
housing conditions improved, not only at Yellowstone, but
Servicewide.
Seeing Yellowstone for the first time was a wondrous experience—a dramatic reminder of the small role we do and should
continue to play in the workings of nature and of the enormous
responsibility with which we are entrusted as stewards of the
national park system.

James M. Ridenour
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COMMENTARY
FROM

THE

EDITOR

The sun seldom shines in Washington,
DC, or so it seems. But unlike the sunbathers disappointed at the beaches, I've
felt grateful for this rainy season. Oh, my
tennis shoes may have gotten a bit soggy,
and my hair may have frizzed occasionally
out of place, but these inconveniences have
meant nothing when I've thought back
over the remarkable differences between
this summer and the last. Surely, surely,
I've consoled myself, these mild, damp
days must suggest that global warming is
trendy speculation only.
Not so, a colleague recently explained
over lunch, you can't predict anything
from the weather. And even if you could,
he continued gloomily, the erratic pattern
of the jet stream would fit neatly into the
scenario. Part of global warming means
you can't predict what's normal any more.
Change comes much faster than you could
ever imagine, until no one year is like the
last. What this may signal, he cheerlessly
concluded, if it signals anything at all, is
that we have gone much farther much
faster than we thought, and that now it
may be too late to turn back.
Inclined as I may be to expect the
cataclysmic, this was not exactly what I
had in mind as a lunchtime appetizer.
Here was frightening, science fiction stuff,
the sort of material a writer might use to
evolve some vision of the distant future—
not one so close at hand.
And yet to walk outside one's door
even now is to encounter things that aren't
quite what we would have chosen, given a
vote. Rain with an acidic bite, a vanishing
ozone layer, toxic waste, and ocean and
beach pollution—they're all there, and all
high on the list of things to be concerned
about. Children of the 1950s may have
feared death from the air—instanteous,
man-made, nuclear annihilation. But those
of the 1990s face what may be an even
more unavoidable terror: a slower environmental reckoning, the consequence of
unenlightened tampering.
The 21st Century Task Force has listed
rapid change and the stress that accompanies it as a "given" of the next hundred
years. One of their goals is to advise the
Park Service of the skills it needs as an
organization to cope with this future. But
change by its very nature is mercurial. It

2 COURIER Julvl989

happens like a lightning bolt, and, only
afterwards, in calm reflection, do we
chance to recall that the late afternoon sky
had looked a little darker than we might
have expected it to.
So how do we predict change before it
happens, and, perhaps even more important, how do we make ourselves feel at
home with the very personal alterations it
may require of us? Generally, we base
assumptions about our future on our
analysis of current experience. We understand in principle that life constantly
evolves, and that to cope, we have to
remain flexible. But remaining flexible
often requires us not to go too deep, not to
focus too long on any one thing. Change
in the 21st century is expected to be rapid,
and may require a stunning degree of flexibility. Perhaps, indeed, the accomplishments
of the next hundred years will have more
in common with a stand-up comedian's
one-liners than with the measured progress
and serious reflection usually associated
with a life's work.
Two principles seem to be at war here.
First, individuals are expected to be lightfooted and ever watchful so as to anticipate
the direction from which change may
come. However, if natural order is to proceed naturally, the same individuals also
need the fortitude and the resources to
thoughtfully and analytically unravel the
processes behind this order, so as to
perpetuate them. This second approach
takes time.
Witness Yellowstone, featured in several
articles this month. Research constantly
increases our knowledge of what happened
and what will be happening in that park.
As new information is added to the
accumulated body of knowledge, the story
changes. In fact, change of one kind or
another is reflected in most of this month's
articles: change in the way we perceive a
landscape (Granville Liles' article on the
Blue Ridge), in our approach to park
management (Dick Sellars), even in the
value we place on a building (Jane Harvey).
Only time and perspective can help us
evaluate the accuracy of any new position.
However, if my friend is right—if
global change has begun to occur so rapidly
that no one year is like the last—time is
the one thing we may not have. In a world
sped up beyond human cognitive ability to
keep ahead of it, what benchmarks do we

have against which to test the reliability of
our predictions?
Edward Abbey once likened change and
development, carried out for their own
sake, to the ethic of the cancer cell, and
we all know the result of that.

N O T E S F R O M THE HILL
Gerry Tays
In the event you hadn't noticed, Congress has not enacted a lot of substantive
legislation since last we visited in the May
edition of the Courier. One of the issues
that has consumed a great deal of time
thus far, unfortunately, has been the Exxon
oil spill in Prince William Sound. Hearings by Committees of both the House and
Senate have been held here in Washington
as well as in Alaska. Assurances have
been given at those hearings that the Service need not worry that its financial
resources will not be recouped and that as
an agency we will not suffer irreparably.
We are now approaching the end of May,
and we are no closer to being made whole
than we were when the Exxon Valdez ran
aground on Bligh Reef on the night of
March 24, dumping 10 million gallons of
oil into Prince William Sound. Environmental damages continue to mount, and
current projections place the Service's
financial commitment somewhere around
$6.5 million by October 1. Some very hard
questions must be answered very shortly if
the parks of the Alaska Region are to be
funded for the coming visitor season. It is
heart warming, yet perhaps not surprising,
in the aftermath of this nation's worst environmental disaster, to see how even some
of the more strident development and
exploition-oriented interests are awakening
to the environmental concerns so deeply
rooted in the Service's mission.
On May 18, Director Ridenour appeared
before Chairman Bruce Vento's Subcommittee on National Parks and Public Lands
of the House Interior and Insular Affairs
Committee to testify in opposition to Mr.
Vento's bill to establish a national park
system review board, the so-called
"independent agency" bill. It is expected
that Congressional support for this bill will

parallel party lines as it did in the 100th
Congress when the House passed a similar
measure only to have it die in the Senate
without a hearing. No Senate action on a
companion bill sponsored by Senator Bill
Bradley has been scheduled.
The Senate took up action on one NPS
measure recently when it heard testimony
from Rocky Mountain NP Superintendent
Jim Thompson on a proposal that would
extend the boundary of that park by some
465 acres near the town of Estes Park,
CO. The House, meanwhile, has been
busy with several measures, including the
expansion of Fredricksburg-Spotsylvania
NMP in Virginia and the expansion of
Everglades NP in Florida. The latter proposal, which would add some 110,000
acres to the park, represents what some
have referred to as a key element in a plan
to save the Everglades from certain death
within the next decade. Other measures
taken up by the House include the
establishment of White Haven NHS, the
home of Ulysses S. Grant near St. Louis;
the establishment of a trails interpretive
center in Council Bluffs, Iowa; and a
Corps of Engineers project to provide hurricane protection for the town of Ocean
City, MD. Superintendent Tom Hartman of
Cape Hatteras and Southeast Regional
Chief Scientist Dominic Dottavio were
asked to testify on the Service's experiences with beach erosion control projects
at Cape Hatteras and elsewhere. As a
follow-up to issues presented in the May
issue of the Courier, the Senate did pass
the Wildfire Suppression Assistance Act,
and it was signed into law on April 7.
Under this Act the provisions of a temporary measure enacted by the 100th
Congress were made permanent, thereby
permitting the reimbursement of foreign
organizations for assistance in suppressing
wildfires.
As of this writing, only one name has
been submitted by the Administration to
the Senate for confirmation to serve under
Secretary Lujan at the Department of the
Interior. Frank Bracken, former Legislative
Counsel in the Department during the
Nixon Administration, has been proposed
for Under Secretary. Mr. Bracken played a
major role in the enactment of the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act in 1971
which set the stage for the Alaska National
Interest Lands Conservation Act of 1980
and the ten new units of the system and
expansion of three existing units in Alaska.

LETTERS
In the March Courier, Volney J.
Wesley alluded to the origin of the NPS
logo. I was the Everglades chief ranger at
the time the new NPS shoulder patch
became official. I recall Dan Beard was
superintendent, and he said he designed
the patch for the Everglades.
The arrowhead symbol was a reminder
of the archeological units, represented
locally by the Calusa Indians. The tree
was a cypress tree with its knees showing
through the water, which represented
Whitewater Bay. The white triangle in the
sky was a flock of curlew flying into the
Ten Thousand Island rookeries in the
evening. The mammal at the bottom was a
manatee or sea-cow, and the color of the
patch was to remind us of the color of the
water in Coot Bay. Of course, Dan being a
truthful man, and those of us listening to
him serving at the Everglades, we found
the explanation appropriate.
Of course I doubt if this is documented,
except in Dan's notes, but we were pleased
that we should have been given so much
official recognition!
George W. Fry
Retired Dep. Reg. Dir. SER

In the March Courier, there was an
article by Volney Westley regarding the
Park Service logo. Mr. Westley is correct,
except for Scofield DeLong. DeLong
resigned from the Park Service in the Fall
of 1947 and I succeeded him as regional
architect.
There was criticism of the logo that
had won the competition. Mr. Hill, Dr.
Neasham, myself and others made suggestions for a new one. I do not remember
who suggested using the arrowhead. Being
the historian, I suppose it was Dr. Neasham.
However, being the regional architect and
having been born in Indian Territory, I
claim to have made the first drawing of the
arrow. From then on, almost all of the
drawings were done by Mr. Walter Rivers.
Rivers was a commercial artist hired by
Don Yeager for the preparation of some
museum exhibits. Mr. Yeager did not have
money in his department to pay Rivers'
salary, so he was carried on the architects'
payroll.

Washington office. Director Wirth approved
the drawings—large ones for entrances and
buildings, smaller ones for decals, and
even smaller ones for letterheads. All these
drawings were made by Mr. Rivers. Mr.
Walter Rivers now lives at 227 Monte Vista
Ave., Larkspur, CA 94939.
Cecil J. Doty

BOOKS
After three years of production, Isle
Royale: Moods, Magic and Mystique by
Jeff Rennicke is now available from the
Isle Royale Natural History Association for
$7.59. The author is a regular contributor
to Backpacker and Canoeing. Association
Chairman Charles Eshbach describes the
project: "Author Jeff Rennicke has done a
wonderful job of explaining how history
and environment have worked together to
produce the gem we call Isle Royale. His
text is a refreshing piece of creative
writing."
The free brochures, "Four Lines of
Defense Against Hypothermia" and
"Heatcraft" are back in print after being
discontinued by Safeco Insurance in 1987.
The pamphlets contain useful information
for combating overexposure to heat and
cold. Write Safeco Insurance Companies,
Community Relations, Safeco Plaza T-8,
Seattle, WA 98185 for copies.
Two new publications have come out
from Southwest Parks and Monuments
Association (221 North Court Ave.,
Tucson, AZ 85701): El Morro National
Monument by Dan Murphy and Eugene
O'Neill at Tao House by Travis Bogard.
Providing fifteen-page treatments of their
subjects, the pamphlets are excellent
reading for those desiring a good general
introduction to El Morro and O'Neill. The
publications are attractively illustrated and
designed—definitely "keepers" for the
home library.

Many drawings were made and the
ones agreed on were mailed to the
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he 1988 Yellowstone fires stimulated greater interest in
national park management than any event in recent times.
As towering flames raced through large areas of the park, public
fears arose that Yellowstone's beauty, wildlife, tourist appeal and
economic value were being sacrificed for a dubious scientific
notion: that fire has a natural and essential role in preserving the
ecology of the parks.
These differing perceptions reflect what has always been the
central dilemma of national park management: Exactly what in
a park should be preserved for future generations? Is it the scenery
itself—the resplendent landscapes of forests and meadows, high
mountains, wildflowers and spectacular animals? Or is it each
park's total natural system, including not just the biological and
scenic superstars, but also the vast array of less dramatic species
such as grasses and soil fungi? And now another consideration
has entered the equation: Increasingly, the parks are viewed as

biologically vital to the planet as a whole—as globally important
in their way as the Amazon rainforest is in its way.
The majestic beauty of the national parks has always given the
impression that scenery alone is what makes them worthwhile
and deserving of protection. Indeed, scenic preservation was the
major factor at the beginning of the national park system with
the setting aside of the Yosemite Valley in 1864 and the establishment of Yellowstone National Park in 1872. In addition to spectacular topography, what mattered most to the public were the
conspicuous elements of nature—trees and wildflowers, rather than
mice and algae. Ecological sciences were only dimly understood
and, though many important biological communities were included
within park boundaries, this was thanks largely to chance—
because these communities occurred in areas set aside to protect
scenery, the beautiful "facade" of nature.
In 1916, Congress created the National Park Service to coordinate management of a steadily growing system of national parks.
The legislation called for the conservation of scenery, natural
objects and wildlife, and for public enjoyment of these attractions
in such a way that would leave the parks "unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations." The intent of this legislation has
always been ambiguous, since it blessed both preservation and
use. But in actual practice, leaving parks "unimpaired" applied
primarily to the parks' scenery, not to the subtle elements of
biological communities.
In developing parks to give tourists access to the great scenic
attractions, park managers sought to achieve visual harmony
between new construction and the natural surroundings. They
located many early hotels, museums and other facilities almost
on top of major features, often building in a rustic architectural
style using heavy logs and stone so that the structures appear to
be part of the natural scenery. Landscape architects designed roadways and bridges to blend with natural surroundings.
Attuned to such visual factors, park developers showed almost
no concern for biological processes. However, managers did
oppose certain intrusions, such as railroads, dams, and reservoirs.
And they protected large mammals and attractive birdlife. Except
in areas developed for tourists, the mountains and valleys were
kept unscarred, the trees healthy, the flatlands lush with vegetation.
But maintaining scenery required little scientific research, so
ecologically unsound practices crept in: the introduction of exotic
(non-native) species; suppression of forest fires to prevent dark
scars on the landscape; eradication of mountain lions and wolves,
which preyed on the big, impressive game species; and spraying
to prevent scenic forests from being infested and denuded by
insects.

Facade management thus became the accepted practicemanaging scenic parks for the public's enjoyment, but with little
understanding of the biological consequences. This approach
accepted nature as more or less static. Park developers could bring
in thousands of tourists, build spectacular highways through the
wild backcountry and erect huge hotels well inside park
boundaries—yet nothing that actually mattered would be changed.
As long as development did not seriously affect the scenery, the
parks would remain "unimpaired for.. .future generations" as
Congress had mandated.
By the 1930s, as natural sciences advanced, the scenery,
wildlife and natural objects referred to in the 1916 legislation were
coming to be understood by scientists as parts of vast, interrelated
ecological complexes. It became increasingly apparent that scientific research must be undertaken for effective park management.
The natural history presented too many questions, too many
unknowns.
Scientific management was promoted most strongly by George
Wright, an independently wealthy National Park Service biologist
who personally funded the first survey of park biology in the early
1930s. Wright's survey produced "Fauna of the National Parks
of the United States," a landmark in Park Service scientific
research and the model for a series of publications dealing with
park biology. But the scientific movement led by Wright and his
associates faltered with Wright's death in an automobile accident
in 1936. Money and manpower were further drained with the onset
of World War II, and the program continued to languish after the
war.
During the postwar years, tourism began to increase dramatically, putting great pressure on the parks and their limited facilities.
The National Park Service responded with the "Mission 66" program, a billion-dollar effort to accommodate more visitors through
extensive facility development. However, this program triggered
alarm among conservation groups that feared the ecological
systems were jeopardized by too much public access.
By the 1960s, scientists inside and outside the National Park
Service renewed George Wright's efforts to integrate science into
park management. This time, the scientists sought a modern
definition of the basic purpose of the large natural parks. Early
in the '60s, a National Academy of Sciences study described the
parks as a "system of interrelated plants, animals and habitat"
and said they were to be regarded as "biological banks." As other
landscapes in the country were being altered, the national parks
were increasingly important as ecological remnants. More than
ever, they required management based upon intensive scientific
research to assure preservation of the ecological systems. Manage-
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Wright shortly before his death in
G eorge
an auto accident in Denting, New Mexico, 1956.

ment chiefly preoccupied with maintaining scenery was not
sufficient.
In 1963, a special advisory board chaired by University of
California professor A. Starker Leopold, one of the premier
biologists of his time, issued the most influential statement on
park management since the 1916 act establishing the National Park
Service. The Leopold Report emphasized the need for improved
ecological management and advocated that each of the large natural
parks should present a particular "scene" or "vignette of primitive
America." The biotic associations within each park, it said, should
be "maintained, or where necessary recreated, as nearly as possible in the condition that prevailed when the area was first visited
by the white man."
This approach reflected an awareness of the great ecological
changes wrought by European man and western technology.
Where feasible in the large natural areas, biological restoration
would seek to reverse the changes. The report acknowledged the
difficulty of determining precisely what the primitive scene had
been, as well as the impossibility of removing all exotic species
or bringing back extinct species. But with a New Frontier optimism, these leading scientists were confident that a "reasonable
illusion of primitive America" could be attained and that this
should be the objective in every sizable national park and
monument.
The Leopold Report thus laid the foundations for a new kind
of scene management—essentially a merger of facade management with biological management. The primitive scene to be
recaptured would be valued as much for its increased biological
integrity as for its beauty. Underlying this effort was the urgent
sense that while the majestic scenery would last, the biological
diversity would not.
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The Leopold Report remains influential today, in part because
of its clear, persuasive presentation of complex ecological issues.
Even more subtly, however, its promised illusion of a primitive
America touched romantic and patriotic chords, suggesting a kind
of "From the New World" fantasy—the parks as virgin land. This
vision the Park Service earnestly wanted to believe in and present to the public. The vision of the American primitive scene
struck close to the deepest cultural reasons for the very existence
of the parks, beyond preservation of scenery or ecology—the
romantic nationalism that has always underlain the public's support of the parks, with the remnant frontier landscapes of high
mountains and vast open spaces as powerful geographical symbols of national origins and national destiny.
In the quarter century since it appeared, the Leopold Report
has bolstered Park Service efforts to change certain management
practices. Scientific fire management now is intended to approximate the effects of natural wildfire. Insect spraying programs have
been terminated. Predators are protected. Especially destructive
exotic species have been eradicated or reduced in population, and
native species restored.
Scientific management in the parks also benefited from recent
legislation, including the Wilderness Act (1964) and the Endangered Species Act (1973). These and other laws, particularly The
National Environmental Policy Act (1969), have improved the Park
Service's environmental review processes and opened its management practices to much greater scrutiny, including public involvement in park planning.
The national parks have many times been the focus of intense
controversy over management of natural resources. Yet, while
research in the parks is increasing in quantity and complexity,
it still does not meet the ever more complex requirements of

L. Collins, A. Starker Leopold, and F.F.
G . Darling
at the Arctic Research Laboratory, Umait station, Alaska.
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management by ecological principles—a matter of serious concern inside and outside the agency. And when management takes
actions without sufficient research to anticipate the ecological consequences, half of the Park Service's 1916 congressional mandate
is lost and the principal purpose of parks is reduced simply to
assuring public enjoyment of the "unimpaired" scenery.
Even as environmental stress on the parks increases, they are
assuming yet another vital scientific role. The critical worldwide
reduction of biological diversity has brought sharper focus to the
concept of national parks as biological laboratories and "gene
pools." Although seriously altered in many respects, parks are
still among the least disturbed natural areas. Therefore, scientists
increasingly view the large natural parks as important to the
biological health of the planet—reservoirs of genetic material and
islands of naturalness providing baseline information against which
manipulated landscapes can be tested for irreversible change or
loss of species.
Whether the increasing scientific importance of the parks will
be supported by the public remains an open question. Scenery
has long provided the primary inspiration for national parks and,
through tourism, their primary economic justification. Despite
the environmental movement of the 1960s and 1970s, facade
management based largely on aesthetic considerations is still
acceptable to many people. Pretty scenery creates an impression
of biological health and provides such overwhelming satisfaction
that the general public gives little more than cursory consideration to the parks' greater ecological complexes.
The public, living almost entirely in manipulated, altered landscapes, usually takes for granted the existence of biological
integrity (and thus an unchanged, primitive America) in the large
scenic parks. A sense of unaltered scenic wilderness is easily come
by, even in areas where scientists might quickly recognize that
substantial biological change has occurred.

Few visitors can recognize when certain animal populations
are too great or too small, or whether trees and mammals (much
less shrubs, grasses, and insects) are native or not. And even when
human-caused ecological damage is explained to park visitors,
the new conditions are often accepted as simply "another change
in the scenery."
Thus, while provocative issues such as the Yellowstone fire or
proposals to dam rivers in parks create intense public interest
because they might affect tourism and scenery, repeated calls for
expanded research programs (essential for sound ecological
management) receive little attention or support outside the
environmental community. That is a major reason why park
research programs never have been fully realized, why the National Park Service has not been a leading practitioner of scientific management and why the parks continue to be biologically
out of balance.
Today, when tourists go to Yellowstone, they are confronted
more than ever by the ecological story behind the facade. In a
sense, the fires of 1988 burned off the scenery in some areas of
the park, revealing and clarifying regenerative processes of natural
systems. But to what degree an increased ecological understanding
might change people's attitude is questionable. Science has
challenged traditional views of park management for more than
half a century, yet interest in the scenery—the national parks as
pretty places to visit—continues to dwarf real concerns for the
parks' ecological systems and the threats they face.

Dick Sellars is a historian with the Southwest Regional Office.
He currently is preparing a history of natural resource management in the national park system. His article is adapted from one
that first appeared in the April 9 Washington Post and the summer
issue of Wilderness.
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BY PAUL SCHULLERY

RESISTING THE URGE TO FEED
Y E L L O W S T O N E ' S ELK. Aslwritefhis,itisearly
April in Yellowstone country, and elk are dying. The several herds
mat live in and near me park, and cross various agency boundaries seasonally, have had a hard winter.
Now elk die all year long here; in me late spring, many calves
fall prey to coyotes and bears. In the summer, some die of old
age, predation, or accidents. In me fall, me bulls are especially
vulnerable to predation by grizzly bears, and to me stress
associated with the breeding season. But it is in the early spring
when most elk die, due to me stress of me previous winter. Elk,
deer, and other ungulates are not immortal; natural death is
inevitable in any such population.
So mis year's elk mortality is not unique in Yellowstone history,
but it is greater than occurs most years. A series of mild winters
in the 1980s allowed more elk than usual to survive each year.
A series of wet summers provided me survivors with good forage,
further bolstering the population. By the fall of 1988, mere were
at least 21,000 elk in me northern herd, maybe more.
Then, in 1988, an extreme drought reduced the quality and
quantity of me forage, and me fires reduced it further. We won't
have a close idea of the extent of mortality for quite a while yet,
but it's clear mat after almost a decade of easy times, nature has
finally caught up with the northern Yellowstone elk herd. Total
mortality from hunter harvests north of me park and from winter
stress may approach one third of me herd.
Elk have been dying for thousands of years in Yellowstone.
In mild winters, fewer die; in hard winters, many die. The carcasses feed everything from grizzly bears to songbirds, but me
elk population, like every other element of this setting, survives
and goes on. It is a remarkable process, a process that evolution
demands, and it has probably never produced me same exact combination of ecological ingredients twice. Ecologists appreciate mat,
and realize nature does not give us me constancy or stability of
a zoo setting. Large portions of me public do not appreciate any
such thing, and have a wholely different view of what is going
on. Add to mat view the intense affection mat most Americans
hold for Yellowstone, and you have a situation mat is perpetually
volatile.
Public interest in wildlife often is manifested by me best intentions, but with regrettable misunderstanding of me realities and
complexities of population ecology. When wild animals appear
to us to be in trouble, me urge to do something is strong. Though
so far there has not been widespread national outcry in favor of
some sort of supplemental feeding program for me elk and other
animals, mere has been a good deal of local and regional interest.
Several individuals in local communities near the park have
established their own feeding grounds, and are either feeding elk
or campaigning to have them fed.
In a show of unanimity rare among agencies, me National Park

Service, the U. S. Forest Service, and me Montana Department
of Fish, Wildlife and Parks have strongly expressed their opposition to any feeding program. Their position has been supported
by such key conservation groups as me Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and me National Wildlife Federation.
Supplemental feeding of elk in and near me park has long been
recognized as a political expedient rather man an ecological
necessity. Ecologists point out mat feeding concentrates animals,
making mem more vulnerable to me transmission of disease; mat
it causes mem to do spectacular harm to me natural vegetation
near me feeding site; mat it artificially increases me population
by short-circuiting natural selection processes, thereby
necessitating continued feeding in subsequent years; mat it doesn't
always work, as me animals may be scattered too widely to locate
me food, and in some cases may have trouble adjusting to me
relatively rich hay diet after a leaner natural diet; and mat it can
be extraordinarily expensive (me state of Montana has estimated
mat one feeding season on me northern range would cost about
two million dollars). In short, from me scientific and professional
management perspectives, feeding Yellowstone elk is a bad idea.
But mat does not mean it is necessarily an unpopular idea.
More important here man me specifics of elk numbers, or how
many die in mis or any other winter, is me fundamental question
of what we are trying to accomplish in national park wildlife
management. On most of our public and private domain,
Americans exercise what is seen as a benevolent rule over other
life forms. We control and manipulate populations offish, game,
and other wildlife for our purposes, which include recreational
and commercial needs. Not only a matter of practical habit but
also of philosophical importance, humans feel they have to direct
and control bom domestic and wild stocks of other animals. It
is hard to imagine land management working any other way on
most of me countryside, and mat makes it all me harder for many
people to imagine why Yellowstone should be under different
management.
That very set of circumstances makes me management of
Yellowstone Park and its sister units in me park system not only
important but difficult to understand. It is a well-established truism
mat natural areas like Yellowstone have values for their differences.
Not only do they allow us to observe nature functioning more
or less unimpeded, but they also provide us with me means of
testing our manipulation of nature in other settings. Yellowstone
Park is an important "control" against which to judge me success of other forms of management. It has been a useful control
in me past, and will no doubt become even more valuable in me
future as other lands are managed ever-more intensively.
But in order to serve that challenging and ambitious goal,
Yellowstone must sometimes test our human values as well as our
management skills. In mat way it could be said mat Yellowstone
also provides a control against which we can test our attitudes
about nature in general.
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It requires of us, for example, a willingness to think of animals
and their welfare in terms of populations rather than in terms of
the well-being of individuals. For Yellowstone to thrive ecologically, we must learn to see the fate of an individual elk differently
than we might perceive the fate of a family pet. The elk is part
of a larger whole; the pet is separated from its species and has
become socialized with a group of humans for whom it quite appropriately has value as an individual being. Evolving ecological
wisdom, and the prevailing value system underlying that wisdom,
encourage us to appreciate a herd of wild animals for their group
character and their relationships with their environment as much
as for any specific traits this or that individual animal may possess.
It is only through this broader—if seemingly impersonal—vision
that the workings of the whole setting can be brought into view
and appreciated.
But it is a vision that runs directly counter to traditional notions
of human dominance and husbandry of natural settings. It demands
of us appreciation of a different set of esthetic and emotional needs
than we are accustomed to exercising. For many people, the
highest priority is to provide comfort and nourishment to the
highest number of animals possible. For others, it is to produce
a crop of animals that can be harvested at some sustainable yield.
People with these viewpoints typically will see the natural death
of animals as some form of "tragedy" or "waste," however quickly
the dead animals are "recycled" by scavengers. Such viewpoints
must be respected within the wide range of choices provided by
law and culture, but no one viewpoint holds sway in all management situations. What is necessary now is that the special management viewpoint applied in national parks receives the same
respect, in its context, that other approaches do in theirs.
Seeing animals as herds, and appreciating them in terms of
their population dynamics, are only two of the many esthetic opportunities provided by wild animals in the United States, and
they are opportunities of extremely limited availability at that. It
is not an implicit goal of park pohcy to suggest that this ecosystemoriented perspective is somehow better than others—only that it
is the most workable and rewarding within the mandate and
legislative constraints of the National Bark Service.
If the management approach favored by the various
Yellowstone-area agencies is to work—that is, if it is to remain
implemented and enjoy public support so that it is allowed to
continue—much more is required of managers than a mere listing
of why other courses of action won't work. The public must be
made aware not only of the limitations and risks of supplemental
feeding but of the underlying philosophical directions of the agencies. The public deserves a full understanding of how these systems
work, and why they are managed the way they are. The current
level of agreement and cooperation between agencies on the supplemental feeding issue is heartening, but it is not enough. It
should be accompanied by an aggressive program of public
education and interpretation.
The recent fires themselves provide an excellent example of
the pitfalls of not adequately keeping the public informed about
policy directions. When the fires became national news, it was
instandy evident that neither the media nor the public was prepared
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to deal with the concepts involved in a natural fire program, though
both the U. S. Forest Service and the National Park Service had
had such programs in effect and operating successfully for many
years. Even the President of the United States confessed total
ignorance of the existence of such programs. It may not be fair
to lay blame for public ignorance entirely on the agencies; good
public education is a national concern, and cannot be accomplished solely through local efforts. But the effects of public and
media ignorance have been deeply felt and will no doubt exact
a price in future policy deliberations.
It is possible to avoid a repetition of that situation in future
questions over the death of park wildlife. The steadily growing
public enthusiasm for wolves in North America is proof of the
public's capacity for changing its mind, and of its willingness to
focus affirmative attention on new ideas in natural resource issues.
That shift in public attitudes took a long time—at least a
generation—but it has substantially changed the direction of
wildlife management in several locations.
Media, and therefore public, attention focused on the Northern
Range this past winter. Though such attention is almost totally
well-intentioned, some sizable portion of it is as uninformed as
it was with the fires. Even a routine elk die-off—in the
neighborhood often percent of new calves—would seem substantial to the uninformed, and give those looking for a sensational
story something to work with. Already it is clear that the mortality among the elks will be much higher than ten percent. It is
also clear, here in April, that the media—and thus the publicare mistakenly perceiving the current elk mortality as the result
of the fires of 1988, rather than as the result of a complex suit
of ecological factors going back a decade or more.
The fires also proved that in situations of this sort Yellowstone
Park will bear the brunt of the attention. Five of the seven largest
fires in the Yellowstone area in 1988 started outside the park, and
were initially managed under the fire policies of other agencies,
but all the fires, regardless of origin or cause, became
"Yellowstone fires" for the purpose of national media. The same
thing will happen with the elk that wander across the many
administrative boundaries of the Yellowstone area. They will all
become, in the public mind, simply Yellowstone's elk. But public
misapprehension of the park's place in these complicated issues
is ultimately the problem of all involved agencies, and ultimately
such misunderstandings find their way home to all involved parties.
The high level of interagency cooperation that has taken such
hard work over recent years is an important part of the story here,
and an important lesson for the public as well. Because
Yellowstone's elk and other wildlife do not reside only in the park,
they are subject to the needs of more than one agency mandate,
and to the desires of many public constituencies.
Cooperation between managers of the different lands involved
on the northern range has evolved and steadily improved over the
years, so that now a reasonable level of satisfaction is achieved
by most parties most of the time. Anyone acquainted with the long
and often contentious history of wildlife management in the
Yellowstone area knows that this is a singular achievement; many
other Yellowstone wildlife management issues are not nearly as

close to resolution as this one. The park, with its principles of
nonconsumptive use of wildlife resources, provides a sanctuary
and reservoir from which surrounding game ranges can be
perpetually restocked. Some of the park's earliest proponents saw
the beauty of this arrangement, and in principle it is still a sound
viewpoint. The present arrangement, though it is not perfect, does

Selected Yellowstone Fire Readings
Literally thousands of articles on the Yellowstone fires
have appeared in newspapers and magazines, while
numerous agency reports and technical papers also have
been published. For a complete bibliography, contact
Superintendent's Office, Yellowstone NP, WY 82190.
BOOKS

work better than any previous one and shows great promise for
the future. It would be a shame and a waste to see it set back
by outcry against one short-term consequence of a strong longterm program. Public education is the best hope.
Paul Schullery is with the Research Division at Yellowstone NP.

ARTICLES
David Jeffrey. "The Great Yellowstone Fires." National
Geographic, February, 1989, pp. 255-273. A nice, light
overview, with typically outstanding photography.
Richard Monastersky. Science News two-part feature.
"Lessons from the Flames," November 12, 1988, pp.
314-317, and "After the Flames: Awaiting the Regeneration of Yellowstone," November 19, 1988, pp. 330-332.
Thoughtful consideration of some of the deeper issues of
wildland fire management.

Jim Carrier. Summer of Fire: The Great Yellowstone Fires
of 1988. Layton, Utah: Peregine Smith Books, 1989,
$12.95. The author reported the fires for the Denver Post.

Geoffrey O'Gara. "Beyond the Burn." Sierra, January/
February, 1989, pp. 40-51. Good summary.

Alan & Sandy Carey. Yellowstone's Red Summer. Flagstaff:
Northland Publishing, 1989, $19.95. This is more a picture book than the others. The Careys are photographers,
not journalists.

Paul Schullery. "Yellowstone Fires: A Preliminary
Report." Northwest Science 63(1): 44-54. Review of fire
policy development, the 1988 fire season, and its ecological
and political consequences.

Jack de Golia. Fire: The Story Behind A Force Of Nature.
Las Vegas: KC Publications, 1989, $4.95. The author has
worked in numerous parks; this is a fine introduction to
fire management in the parks, with considerable material
on Yellowstone.

Ted Williams. "Incineration of Yellowstone." Audubon,
January, 1989, pp. 38-85. Beautifully produced and
photographed as any of the books, as well as the most
thorough, popularly written treatment of the fires. Ted
Williams is a savvy, outspoken environmental journalist.

Robert Ekey and Billings Gazette staff. Yellowstone on
Fire. Helena: Falcon Press, 1989, $12.95. Draws heavily
on the daily news accounts of a paper that traditionally
features Yellowstone as local news.
Ross W. Simpson. The Fires of '88 Helena: American
Geographic Publishing, 1989, $9.95. Makes heavy use of
the Bozeman Chronicle news accounts. Closing chapter
focuses on fires in Montana.
George Wuerthner. Yellowstone and the Fires of Change.
Salt Lake City: Haggis House Publications, 1988, $8.95.
The author is an ecologist, and it shows in his more
penetrating analysis of the natural history of fire. The book
was published only weeks after the fires were out, and
is to be enlarged and updated in later editions.

VIDEOS
"Yellowstone Fires 1988." Video Visions, P.O. Box 6721,
Bozeman, MT 95715, 1 hour, $24.95. Working for the
agencies, filmmakers documented the fires as they
occurred. Video has exciting sections capturing the power
and drama of the fires in ways that print cannot.
"Yellowstone in the Summer '88." Sage Advertising,
P.O. Box 1142, Helena, MT 59624, 17 min. $9.60.
Produced for Travel Montana and Wyoming Travel
Commission, this promotional film aims to attract visitors
back to Yellowstone by explaining that the park was not
"destroyed" as reported by the media. Even cynical, anticommercial viewers may be impressed by its low-key
approach, and its sensitivity to fire ecology.
Paul Schullery
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BY DAVID M. GRABER

AS THE 20TH CENTURY
CLOSES
FINDING A PLACE FOR WILDNESS.
Henry David Thoreau said it best when he wrote: "in wildness
is the preservation of the world." Americans have always drawn
part of their identity from wild places. This sentiment played a
powerful role in the birth and growth of our system of national
parks. It set the tone for the places we initially chose for p a r k s big, untamed, uncivilized places where the imprint of humankind
is small, and passing. Now, as the 20th century closes, we find
those big old parks to be nearly all that's left of an America that
was truly wild—or as close to wild as we shall ever find again.
One of the wildest events that can occur in a park is a natural
fire. I mean something quite specific when I use "wild." I mean
the interaction of native ecosystem elements and processes
unimpeded by civilized humankind. "Elements" are the nouns
of a system, the plants, animals, water, soil, and atmosphere. "Processes" are the verbs: photosynthesis, reproduction, death, decay,
wind, erosion, eruption, fire. While the National Park Service
from its inception has sought "to conserve the scenery and the
natural and historic objects and the wild life," conservation of processes remains a troublesome abstraction. The strong reactions
to Yellowstone's big burn of last summer by the news media,
elected officials, the general public, and even Park Service staff
illustrated our collective discomfort with embracing one of the
most awesome forces in the Yellowstone wilderness: fire. Ironically, Yellowstone possesses a potentially even more destructive—
and uncontrollable—force: volcanic eruption. Yellowstone's very
existence could be transformed at any time by this wild process,
but it is one perceived to be beyond human control. There is the
public belief—unverifiable—that the Yellowstone fires could have
been staunched by managers intent on doing so.
In the idiom of contemporary wildland fire management, a
"wildfire" is an uncontrolled, and therefore unacceptable, fire
that must be suppressed. Until the late 1960s, that was the only
kind of fire. With the first tentative acceptance of fire as a natural
and necessary ecological process in some ecosystems came the
" prescribed burn." These intentionally-ignited, tightly controlled
fires were first used by the Everglades and California's Sierra
Nevada parks to reduce fuel levels and prevent wildfires that otherwise might be ignited by lightning or ignited accidentally. Implicit
in early prescribed burning programs was the understanding that
fire, properly contained, produced a more desirable landscape.
In its landmark 1963 report to the Secretary of the Interior, the
Leopold Committee commented that "Within the four national
parks—Lassen, Yosemite, Sequoia, and Kings Canyon—the
thickets are more impenetrable than elsewhere. Not only is this
accumulation of fuel dangerous to the giant sequoia and other
mature trees but the animal life is meager, wildflowers are sparse,

and to some at the least the vegetative tangle is depressing, not
uplifting." Thus was added the notion of ecological restorationusing prescribed fire to put right what decades of fire suppression presumably had altered.
Through the 1970s, as the Park Service burning programs
matured in the Sierran parks and Everglades, the joint objectives
of wildfire prevention and restoration (or preservation) of desired
landscapes prevailed. In both eco-regions, evidence of past fire
and increased understanding offire-fuel-weatherrelationships suggested that frequent, relatively complacent fires, rather than highenergy "holocausts" had been the norm for centuries, if not
millennia. In contrast, the central and northern Rocky Mountains,
dominated by vast, single-aged stands of lodgepole pine—turning
to fir and spruce as one proceeds north—supported a fire regime
that is infrequent, but typically big and hot when it does come.
Given the fearsome nature of Rocky Mountain fires, public agencies were loath to experiment with prescribed burns; total
suppression seemed a safer course over the short run.
By the early 1980s, a new kind of fire had been added to the
lexicon of a few national parks: "prescribed natural fire."
Permitting lightning ignitions to burn under benign weather conditions and constrained spread had first been tried in 1968 in
Sequoia and Kings Canyon contemporaneous with prescribed
burning. Soon it had been emulated cautiously by Yosemite,
Everglades, even Yellowstone. As "let burns" evolved into
prescribed natural fires, the conditions under which they were
permitted became more formalized and restricted. Put simply,
natural fires were limited to the range of fuel and weather conditions established for prescribed management fires; otherwise they
were wildfires and suppressed.
The Sierran parks—Sequoia, Kings Canyon, and Yosemite—
have in the 1980s attempted to rationalize the roles of both natural
and management-ignited fires. Except near developments and park
boundaries, prescribed burns are no longer seen as permanent
replacements for natural fires, but rather as tools to reduce
unnatural fuel accumulations.
This change comes in part from a greater confidence in ability
to understand and control fire behavior, but more importantly from
recognition that prescribed burns cannot hope to duplicate the
complex spatial and temporal distribution of natural fires. A permanent prescribed burning program would be a poor imitation
of the real thing. Even using fuel reduction as the basis for restoring natural fire may fail to synchronize other ecosystem elements
with the natural fire cycle; but it is attractive because it leaves
the system in a relatively benign condition with respect to fire
intensity.
It is quite likely that occasional Sierran fires ran through tree
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crowns as they did last summer in Yellowstone, or burned at odd
times of the year, or did not burn at all in some spots for many
decades. This complexity contributes to the richness of the park
landscape, but it is something out of the grasp of managers for
reasons as much of poor information as of organizational behavior.
Managers are subject to concerns about air quality, visual impairment, and effects on tourism; lightning has its own agenda.
This leads to a scientific justification for wildness as well as
a cultural one. Advances in our knowledge of fire behavior and
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ecology would be sharply curtailed if only prescribed burns were
permitted, or even if natural fires were constrained to a subset
of conditions within which they would otherwise burn. The 1988
Yellowstone fire season was a rare event, as was the 1987 fire
season along the Pacific ranges from Alaska through California.
Yet both yielded profound ecological consequences—very possibly
at the extremes of ecosystem function. That a class of event happens only once in a human lifetime, or even more rarely, does
not make it a freak. Were we creatures who lived for millennia—as
do giant sequoias—the Yellowstone fires would not seem so
extraordinary.
It would be foolish to deny that human doings adjacent to park
boundaries, the mischief we are committing in the atmosphere
and the mischief we are committing to the very climate of our
planet, do not affect park ecosystems. To be blunt, the future of
untamed nature is not auspicious. Global warming from increased atmospheric carbon dioxide likely will lead to the loss of many
creatures from our park islands. Once they could have migrated
or seeded themselves north or farther up the mountain; today
"north" and "up" are likely to be farm or city, not preserve. So
we will be faced with depressing alternatives: permit the warming climate to play out its hand through the natural extinction process, or intervene in a massive sense to relocate entire suits of
organisms to new reserves that more would resemble living collections than functioning ecosystems. These profound choices
mean managers can never again assume a laissez-faire position
with respect to the lands in their care, and to demands for an ever
more sophisticated understanding of park ecosystems
For now, though, there is much that remains wild. The grizzly
bear—reduced to a bit part in the Rocky Mountains—is
nonetheless the sine qua non of Yellowstone's wilderness. The
value of Yellowstone National Park as a wild place pursuing its
own destiny is far greater than its value as a scenic landscape.
National parks are diminished by the degree to which we take
control. They were meant to be molded not by our idea of what
they should be, but by the forces of nature. We can construct
scenery. We can add or subtract this species or that. But the truly
precious quality of Yellowstone's landscape—before or after the
fire—is something we can only diminish by attempting to improve:
that is, its wildness.
A research biologist with the National Park Service, David M.
Graber last wrote for the September 1988 issue of Courier. His
article concerned the importance of inventory and monitoring
programs.
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SAVING THE CULTURAL
LANDSCAPE OF THE
BLUE RIDGE
L

ocated in the heart of the Southern Highlands, the Blue Ridge
Parkway links Shenandoah NP to the north with Great Smoky
Mountains NP to the south. All are similarly dedicated to keeping the cultural history of the region alive, accessible and dynamic.
In the half-century of its existence, the Blue Ridge Parkway
has received international recognition as a model of environmentally compatible development. Millions of visitors travel it
each year, enchanted with its beauty of design, its location and
its rural character.
Much less conspicuous are the unique places of local culture
and history preserved in a variety of ways ever since the very
beginning of the parkway.
The Southern Appalachian farm in the 1930s was likely to be
small, sub-marginal and poor. But it was everything to those who
lived on it—a friend, a major source of livelihood, and something
handed down through generations.
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Stanley W. Abbott, acting superintendent of the parkway and
the person responsible for its planning, was quick to recognize
the natives' affinity for their land. He also recognized the valuable
role mountain farms could play in realizing his vision of a more
pastoral parkway setting.
In December 1937, Abbott sent a message to the hundreds of
neighbors along the Parkway route:
"Not all people realize that the farmlands of the Blue Ridge
add much to the scenery. In our opinion, the long stretches of
grain, the fruit orchards and the green pastures of the sheep and
cows are part of the picture which we all want to preserve."
Abbott's message set the tone for a cooperative program that
not only became popular with local people, but ultimately preserved a declining rural scene and a vanishing culture. More than
5,000 acres, ranging from simple garden plots to vast meadows,
became incorporated in the strategy of making the mountain farm
the centerpiece of an effort to capture and preserve the pastoral
character of the region.
Although the parkway fulfilled a Congressional mandate to provide much-needed employment and economic relief for the local
people during a time of national distress, it also disrupted their
privacy and their way of life. Its location literally took it through
the front yards of some neighbors, simply because there was no
feasible alternative. Its progress through the countryside became
a personal issue for many, some for it and some against it! Aware
of the impacts, parkway officials tried many ways to ease the situation, including distribution of a monthly newsletter to inform
neighbors of construction progress, land acquisition activities, and
policies for the management of this new park area.
In acquisition of the right of way, the National Park Service
urged State agents to give local people a better-than-fair price for
the land. Many natives obtained employment on the project, which
greatly improved their standard of living. Soon they acquired
automobiles to replace the horse and sled. As sections of the
parkway motor road opened, neighbors realized it provided a much
safer and more convenient means of travel than state roads.
When hunting wild game, long a Blue Ridge pasttime and often
the only source of fresh meat, became a restricted activity, rangers
did as they were instructed. They approached the enforcement
of the "no hunting" regulation with great patience, allowing
everyone time to become comfortable with the change. This was
particularly true where the right-of-way was narrow and the
boundary poorly marked.
While construction was in progress, most of the wood removed
from the right-of-way went to needy neighbors for firewood,
another effort help ease the strain on local residents as the parkway
advanced. In places, the parkway actually opened a wilderness
to the scrutiny of a curious world.
More exciting news came in 1939 when Abbott announced an
ambitious program of landscaping and land restoration. He
explained that at least one thousand workers would plant the slopes
of disturbed roadsides with shrubs and trees, restore the wornout and eroded fields, and improve the impoverished agricultural
land.
To achieve all of these measures, professional advice was sought
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from many sources, including agricultural and wildlife experts
at state universities, and agents from county extension services
and the Soil Conservation Service. Nature has remarkable powers
of recovery in the Southern Highlands, but the establishment of
the Blue Ridge Parkway provided a special surge of rehabilitation that restored much of the land to its former beauty.
A major component in the rural landscape of this country has
been the historic buildings. Early on, parkway planners faced the
challenge of rescuing several splendid log cabins, a grist mill,
homesteads, and other forms of local architecture typical of the
frontier settlements of a hundred years ago. Split-rail fences
generally marked property boundaries. These have been rebuilt
and restored around many farms and farmsteads.
No man-made feature of the Blue Ridge more gloriously captures the self-reliant spirit of early mountain people than Mabry
Mill. This restored and operating grist mill and its surroundings
stand as symbols of past lifeways. Situated 60 miles south of
Roanoke, VA, Mabry Mill is one of the most popular attractions
on the parkway. One writer described it as a microcosm of the
Blue Ridge. Planners and interpreters have made the Mabry Mill
area into a garden-museum, yet it retains its historic integrity.
Some 75 years ago, Ed Mabry managed a one-man industrial
center at this site, with blacksmith shop, a grist mill and a sawmill.
Added exhibits include a horse-powered cane mill, a sorgham
molasses extractor, a mint still, and a whiskey still. The Matthews
cabin, which was moved to the site, is more than 100 years old
and represents authentic hill-country architecture. About 60 miles
south, at the edge of Doughton Park in North Carolina, is the
Brinegar Cabin. This cabin and outbuildings were acquired in the
1930s and have been maintained with great care through the years.
The cabin was completed in 1889 by Martin Brinegar, and
occupied by Martin and his wife, Caroline. When Martin died
in 1925, Caroline remained there until the cabin and farm became
part of the parkway in the mid-1930s (the cabin was listed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1972). The cabin and farm
reflect the spartan lifestyle of a Highland family at the turn of
the century. They provide a beautiful and accurate setting for
interpretation of that historical period.
Preserving the environment, history and lifeways of the past
has not been an exclusive achievement of the National Park Service. On the contrary, it has been a cooperative venture from the
very beginning, involving the Commonwealth of Virginia, the State
of North Carolina, and many institutions and individuals.
The original concept of 100-acres-per-mile forright-of-waywas
found to be woefully inadequate to protect the parkway corridor.
This has been overcome in part by special Congressional authority
to acquire parcels critical to the protection of special places, like
Mabry Mill. Additional protection has come from passage in both
states of legislation controlling commercial signs on private lands
adjoining the parkway.
A major achievement in the 1930s was the acquisition of large
private holdings adjoining the parkway, such as Rocky Knob in
Virginia and Doughton Park in North Carolina, some areas as
large as 5,000 acres. Especially important were private donations
of large land holdings at the Moses Cone Estate (some 3,500

A glance at measures taken to save the cultural landscape of
the Blue Ridge reveals that no single individual made a greater
contribution than former superintendent Sam P. Weems. Weems
served in leadership positions for more than 30 years, leaving the
post of superintendent at the end of 1966. He is remembered with
great respect and affection.
In more recent years, there has been a revival of interest in
the preservation of Southern Highlands culture. In 1970, Dr.
William Plemmons, President Emeritus of Appalachian State
University, invited a small group to Boone to explore the possibility of a consortium devoted to salvage, preservation and
perpetuation of the rural heritage of the Appalachians.
Those present felt strongly that the cultural heritage of the
Highlands had been neglected by historians and folklorists. The
idea of an Appalachian Consortium ultimately was supported by
several universities and colleges in Virginia, North Carolina and
Tennessee, plus the Blue Ridge Parkway, U.S. Forest Service and
Appalachian Regional Commission. Membership now includes
15 institutions and agencies that have an interest in the objectives
of this rare organization.
Dr. Plemmons was a mountain man who saw a need, realized
by the Consortium through its regional studies programs, museums
that preserve folk traditions, and a press that publishes awardwinning manuscripts. It has taken on urgent research relating to
k
9
ft, the life of the Southern Highlands, sponsored international conand has spread its wings of leadership into seven states.
£ ferences,
The rural landscape that the visitor sees along the Blue Ridge
as
today is quite different from that of the 1930s. No longer can we
see a yoke of oxen pulling a plow. Open fields have become forests.
A meadow of wildflowers may have become a sub-division.
Farming methods have changed dramatically, and so has land
0
ownership in many places.
Approximately 300 miles of the 470-mile parkway traverse
abry Mill circa 1956, an operating grist mill on the Virginia
lands in private ownership, and the contiguous lands within this
side of the Parkway.
corridor have witnessed some human actions not consistent with
the past. Along the 1,200-mile boundary of natural beauty and
acres), and a similar donation of 4,000 acres from the Julian Price
rich cultural scenes always lurk dangers from the lack of planfamily. With the Cone donation also came the Flat Top Manor,
ning on the outside. Thus, many of the measures taken in the past
a lovely Victorian building that represents another lifestyle of the
to preserve places of beauty and history may not be adequate for
Blue Ridge country. These generous donations preserve a beautiful
the future. This is the challenge still facing the NPS and its
area on the edge of Blowing Rock, NC. Some 20 miles to the
neighbors along the Blue Ridge Parkway.
south lies the jewel acquired and donated by John D. Rockefeller,
Granville B. Liles is a former superintendent of the Blue Ridge
Jr., the Linville Falls Recreation Area. In between, the solitary
Parkway. He last wrote on the subject ofparkway rangers in the
and impressive Grandfather Mountain connects a region of superb
October 1988 Courier.
beauty.
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BY JANE HARVEY

HAPPY GOLDEN
ANNIVERSARY, SWRO!
SOUTHWEST REGIONAL OFFICE
BUILDING 5 0 YEARS OLD. Fromi^
through July 1, 1989, the National Park Service swung open the
massive, hand-hewn pine doors of its adobe Southwest Regional
Office building on the Old Santa Fe Trail, and invited in people
from Santa Fe, the State of New Mexico, and elsewhere. The
occasion was the golden anniversary of one fine old structure,
a fifty-year old that's still going strong.
Not all regional office buildings are cut from the same GSA
cloth. The Southwest Region's office is unusual in many ways.
In 1970, it was placed on the National Register of Historic
Places—then declared a National Historic Landmark in 1987. A
masterpiece of Spanish-Pueblo revival architecture, it's also
America's largest known (24,000 square feet) adobe office
building. Built specifically as a regional office when the Service's
expansion and reorganization in the 1930s triggered the need for
an office in the Southwest, the structure stands as an impressive
monument to its Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and Public
Works Administration (PWA) builders. It remains a source of civic
pride, and gives employees a strong feeling of connection with
the Santa Fe community.
Last year, to underscore its significance, RD John E. Cook
spearheaded efforts to have the building treated as a new "addition" to the national park system. A steering committee with a
historical architect, resource manager, and interpreter has formed
to guide the structure's future direction. As an informal unit of
the system, the building even has a superintendent (who also serves
as full time chief of the SWRO Ranger Activities Division). "Park"
planning proceeds ahead: the SWRO planning and cultural
resource divisions have finished drafts of more than a dozen plans
and reports covering all aspects of the structure's resource management and visitor use.
A number of features make the building intrinsically worthy
of such treatment. Designed in the Spanish Pueblo revival style,
the structure is composed of natural materials, with "rustic"
touches that root it organically in the landscape and suggest that
it has been constructed with primitive tools. Notable features
include high ceilings with hand-hewn "viga" beams; peeled log
posts capped with decorative corbels and hand-hewn lintels; battered adobe walls between three and five feet thick; flagstone

outhwest Regional Office building today, view toward the patio.
(Inset) Region 3 building under construction, October 1938. (I to r)
Chas. Gable, Herb Muir, Tom Boles, and Hugh Miller. View from inside
patio toward administrative section.
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floors; and corner "kiva" fireplaces. Furnishings, collected mostly
during the 1930s, include hammered-tin chandeliers; hand-carved
Spanish-Pueblo revival style furniture; Navajo rugs; Pueblo pottery and paintings (including one of the first NPS director, Stephen
Mather).
Former Director Horace Albright was really the person who
set wheels in motion. Determined to expand the national park
system, he saw the need to move the regional headquarters from
Oklahoma City to Santa Fe as early as 1932.
By autumn 1937, Acting RD—and brilliant architect—Herbert
Maier, working with Conrad Wirth, then coordinator of all CCC
projects in national parks—received permission from CCC Director Robert Fechner to construct the new regional headquarters
in Santa Fe. Their plan was to use CCC and PWA funds and labor,
and to construct the new building on an eight-acre site donated
by the Museum of New Mexico's Laboratory of Anthropology.
Five days after Fechner approved the plan, the foundations were
being laid.
One of the people Herb Maier brought to Santa Fe for this
project was architect Cecil Doty, who was familiar with Maier's
"rustic" approach. Interestingly enough, Doty drew the preliminary design for the Old Santa Fe Trail building while he was
regional architect in Oklahoma City—before he ever saw the site.
Doty worked closely with regional landscape architect Harvey
Cornell and landscape architect John Kell to unify the building's
interior and exterior spaces. He drew on construction foreman
Carlos Vierra's knowledge of New Mexican architecture to design
building details. Then, as the structure neared completion, he and
Kell went to Albuquerque and Gallup with $400 of Federal Arts
Project funding in their pockets to buy Navajo rugs and other furnishings to fill the architectural spaces. When asked why he chose
Spanish-Pueblo revival style, Doty said no other harmonized as
well with Santa Fe's unique natural and cultural environments.
In later years, Doty often remarked that the Old Santa Fe Trail
building could not have been constructed at any other time, under
any other regional director than Herbert Maier. The magical combination of Maier's administrative brilliance and strong "rustic"
architectural influence, the ready availability of CCC/PWA funding
and associated strong work force, the use of local materials, and
the Doty/Cornell architectural sensibilities came together at the
right time in the right place. The result was the fine old adobe
regional office building on the Old Santa Fe Trail—one that the
Southwest Regional Office first occupied on July 1, 1939, and that
we proudly occupy today.
Jane Harvey is a writer-editor in the Division of Planning, Design,
and Environmental Coordination, Southwest Regional Office.
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A HANDFUL OF SAND...

TEXT AND PHOTOS BY STEVE BEESLEY

A HANDFUL OF SAND
IMPRESSIONS OF GREAT SAND
\J U N C O N M . You walk out on the dunes at dusk. It may
be January. It could as easily be June. The month doesn't matter,
for the dunes do not need the mandates of the seasons. They remain obedient only to the wind. And across the dunes now the
wind whispers, bearing sand as minute passengers in carefully
cupped hands. Like bantam castanets, grain clicks against grain
in a continuous, tiny tattoo that is the sound of the dunes.
You must be careful not to let too much science color your
perceptions. We are told these dunes, the tallest in North America,
are the merchandise of the mountains to the east, the valley to
the west and the climate which has its way with both.
But here there is a freedom to unbind your senses and believe
what the dunes tell you. And what they tell you to believe is the
wind.
The dunes are its progeny—these pure pyramids, these granular
waves suspended as though they had simply stepped out of time's
way. We look, and think them changeless, and of course they
are—to our cursory glance, our fickle eye. But we forget the wind
and its dominion. It is the only constant here, a permanence rather
than an accessory. In it you can sense a truth more compelling
than fact, and that is why you walk here now—to experience the
subtle, yet relentless transition ever wrought by the wind.
You walk out on the dunes so you can stand still and listen.
Not being part of them, all you hear are the seemingly dissident
sounds of wind-driven sand striking your shoes—the sounds of
interruption, of disturbance of an otherwise constant litany of
crystalline consonants, of the gentle hiss of particle percussing
particle. So you move on and, as you step upslope, the sand runs
from under your shoes in chevrons of flight, as if wanting to escape
to resume the perfect symmetry of its private symbosis with the
wind. Reaching the slope's peak you look back at the path you
have taken—at the footprints you felt so indelible, so defacing—
to find them already filling in and smoothing over.
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Then from the peak you have reached, you search for and spot
the dune you think is the tallest. But its achievement is transient,
because even now sand is plummeting off its crest in the wind
and tumbling downslope to be annexed in the hollow below. Thus
the base of a new dune is laid. Thus a simple cycle is completed.
It seems an eager process, one bent on creating something to rival
the mountains themselves.
You look to the mountains now in comparison and, almost
reluctantly, let your thoughts go to them, these furrowed brows
of the earth. You see the similarities between the dunes and them:
the enormity, the summits, the persistence. So huge, so.. .present.
You want to add solid to the list of their equalities but you can't.
Because you look to the mountains and see the metamorphic or
sedimentary or igneous glue that binds them together, making
them what they are. Were you there instead, you could pick up
a piece of mountain and hold it solidly in your hand. And holding
it so, you would know it for what it is: a rock, a natural unit composed of billions of parts cemented together to make a whole, the
identical thing as the mountain but on a smaller scale.
Thinking this, from atop the restless, shifting peak on which
you stand, you scoop up a handful of sand, and it is then you find
the difference, the inequality, the implausibility of the dunes. The
sand runs from your hand as water, as you pause to consider that
this vast, particulate sea all around you is simply a bunch of handfills just like this. Were you able to lift all you can see in one
hand, this too would glide through your grasp. It exists like a
mountain, yes—enormous, unbounded, enduring—but without a
mountain's glue. And as the last of it slips through your fingers,
you realize that there is nothing solidifying its mass, nothing to
hold it all together, nothing connecting one grain to another.
Nothing, that is, except the wind.

Steve Beesley authored "These Rooms Without Ceilings" in the
February 1989 Courier.

PARK BRIEFS
area of stark conA tiny
trasts, Kalaupapa

NHP has been called both hell
on earth, and the most captivating
chink of real estate anywhere.
A profoundly mournful air
embraces the entire peninsula,
at the same time the air is
fragrant with flowers.
Thousands of mostly unmarked graves fill an impressive percentage of Kalaupapa's
flat acreage. In 1865, the
Kingdom of Hawaii established
a colony here to isolate those
afflicted with Hansen's Disease
(leprosy). Over the next hundred
years, thousands were exiled
from family, community, and
heritage, cast aside here to die.
Lawlessness, absence of
medical care, and terrible
despair ruled the early years of
the settlement, but in 1873,
Father Damien de Veuster, a
34-year old Catholic priest,
asked his diocese in Honolulu
to extend indefinitely his temporary assignment to the settlement. Damien spent the remaining
15 years of his life tending to
the needs of his fellow patients.
His selfless, loving attention to
the welfare of these outcasts
ultimately cost him his life. He
is buried next to the tiny
church he built at Kalawao, St.
Philomena's.
Damien's humanitarian example has inspired others. In
our time, Mother Teresa has

anniversary of Damien's death,
the park recorded an entirely
new category of user—religious
pilgrims. About 550 attended
an inspiring, truly joyful mass
outside of St. Philomenas. Of
the 125 pilgrims from Louvain
and Tremeloo, Belgium
(Damien's place of birth), His
Royal Highness Prince Phillipe
was the most notable. Greeting
the crowd in French, Flemish,
and English, he spoke of
Damien's continued gift to the
world, the richness of human
spirit he epitomized.
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described Damien as a personal
inspiration, and Ghandi stated,
"We would do well to look for
the source of his heroism."
Hansen's Disease workers

young
submarine
A thousand
adults will be
C anadian
Ojibwa sailed silently
into Boston Harbor for a twoday visit and rest stop for her
crew of 10 officers and 50
enlisted men. Her arrival also
marked the beginning of the
visiting ship season at Charlestown Navy Yard. The Navy
Yard serves as host port for
visiting ships from Germany,
France and other U.S. Navy
ships.

working in Yellowstone during
the next three years. Known as
the Greater Yellowstone
Recovery Corps, crews of
volunteers will be rehabilitating
more than 1,000 miles of
firebreaks and access roads
built during the fire-fighting
effort, reopening more than 600
miles of foot trails, and restoring temporary fire camps to
natural sites. This effort is the
result of a cooperative agreement signed recently between

worldwide continue to recognize
Damien as the example of
selfless and untiring devotion to
patient care.
On April 15, 1989, the 100th

the National Park Service and
the Student Conservation
Association (SCA).
Because of this project's
enormous scope, the SCA has
set a goal of $2 million in
private fund raising to add to
the more than $500,000 committed by the federal government. SCA is appealing to
corporations and foundations
for financial support and for
contributions of tools, equipment, vehicles, and food.
"We are hopeful that private
and public financial support for

The Rev. William Petrie, for
the last 14 years an associate of
Mother Teresa in the south
Indian Province of Orissa,
delivered the homily. Donning
a beautiful violet prayer shawl
woven by Indian patients, he
presented the people of Kalaupapa
a lighted candle on behalf of
the quarter-million patients in
Prissa. More than a thousand
of them had left their names or
thumbprints on sheets of paper
which were also given to the
community. Petrie likened
Damien to a star whose light
may take hundreds of years to
reach earth: "Damien died one
hundred years ago, but the light
is still coming."
Peter Thompson,

the Yellowstone recovery will
be as strong as was the support
for restoring the Statue of
Liberty," said SCA President
Scott Izzo. "Yellowstone has
become a symbol for the best
of the natural world in America,
just as the Statue of Liberty is
the symbol of our culture."
Elaine Sevy
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A re you a habitual

reader of milk cartons and cereal boxes, a
package print junkie? If so, you
may find national parks on
your breakfast table this summer. "Discover America's
Parks" is a promotion designed
by the packaging division of the
International Paper Company
that features side panels about
the national parks on milk cartons. Carton watchers across
the nation will find a different
park feature each week with a
brief description of primary
park features and a map
locating the area. Seventeen
park areas will be covered.
Each feature also carries a
purchase opportunity for the
"Passport to your National
Parks," distributed by Eastern
National Park and Monument
Association. A percentage of all
Oo
Q
oj
"Passport" sales regularly goes
-J
-3 to support Service programs.
5
5
Through this program, Interna1
tional Paper will donate an
as
additional dollar for every
oj
«
"Passport" sold specifically to
support Yellowstone fire
recovery projects.
"Discover America's
12
National Parks" is designed to
tt
5 boost International Paper's milk
carton sales through association
OJ

OJ

with the national parks. The
National Park Service decided
to cooperate with the promotion
because it offered an inventive
vehicle for distributing basic information about the parks to an
extremely large audience (up to
300 million milk cartons will
carry the park features), in
addition to lending financial
support to the fire recovery
effort.
Sarah Olson

o

a.

Newton B. Drury

February 25, the
of
O ncommunity

O

ne month shy of the
centennial of Newton

B. Drury's birth, the United
States Board on Geographic
Names approved naming a peak
at Mount San Jacinto State Park
to commemorate his accomplishments in the field of conservation. The hitherto unnamed
10,160--foot peak is known now
as Newton Drury Peak, named
for the fourth director of the
National Park Service.
Under Drury's direction many
national parks and monuments
were enlarged, most notably
Everglades NP, Jackson Hole
NM, and Olympic NP. Drury's
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personal integrity moved him to
strong words in 1950, when
called on to testify before Congress concerning dam building
in Dinosaur NM: "If we are
going to succeed in preserving
the greatness of the national
parks, they must be held inviolate. They represent the last
stand of primitive America. If
we are going to whittle away at
them, we should recognize at
the very beginning that all such
whittlings are cumulative and
that the end result will be
mediocrity. Greatness will be
gone."

Vincennes and George Rogers
Clark NHP celebrated the
210th anniversary of Fort
Sackville's capture by Clark
during the Revolutionary War.
On that sunny Saturday, participants gathered to honor a
group of frontier patriots who
wrested control of the Old
Northwest from the British.
The highlight of the
ceremony was the presentation
of a scale model of the fort
created by Richard Roseberry

of Columbus, IN. Based on information by Chief of I&RM
Robert Holden, Roseberry built
this highly accurate representation to l/64th scale in 200
hours. The buildings and walls
of the model are extremely
detailed. There are 3,043 individual shingles on the roofs
of the buildings, and the
stockade wall is made of 1,606
hand-carved pickets. The model
is on display in the visitor
center lobby.
Dennis Latta

NPS PEOPLE
NEWS

Bonnie Blaford is the first permanent
park ranger at Jimmy Carter NHS. She
transferred to the site from Tuskegee Institute NHS. First introduced to the NPS
when she worked as a Student Conservation Association volunteer at the Grand
Canyon, she later served at Carl Sandburg
Home NHS, Lincoln Home NHS, the Mall
in Washington, DC, Roosevelt-Vanderbilt
NHS and Minute Man NHS.

AWARDS

Few young women from Jamaica, NY,
yearn to be forest or park rangers, but
DeNise Cooke decided she wanted just
such a career after two summer outings to
Wyoming as a teenager. Today she has not
only accomplished that goal, but has gone
a step beyond as the most recent
superintendent of Natural Bridges NM.
Previously a district ranger in the
Tuskegee District of Alabama's national
forests, she worked for the Department of
Agriculture's Forest Service since her college graduation in 1980. Although her
mother is a nurse and her sister a doctor,
she wouldn't be pushed into medicine. "In
the 1960s there were a lot of movements
you could join, but the one that attracted
me was the environmental movement," she
said. Recently Cooke was honored by the
State of Alabama for her natural resource
work with private landowners—putting
together demonstrations and lectures on
such topics as tree thinning, prescribed
burns, and wildlife management. She succeeds Gary Hasty, now superintendent of
Pipe Spring NM.

Dana Price is the newest member of
the maintenance staff at Andersonville
NHS, with her appointment to the
cemetery caretaker position. The first
woman to hold this position at the site, she
worked as a seasonal at Jimmy Carter
NHS. Price started helping her dad with
carpentry and painting jobs at age 15.

The superintendent of a national park
listed on the "ten most threatened" list can
expect to be highly visible and, in some
instances, controversial. The efforts to protect and preserve can run counter to the
interests of others, particularly when dealing with exterior threats. A great deal of
time and energy must be devoted to education and community relations.
Since his arrival in July 1986,
Superintendent Mike Finley has become
the focus of attention for Everglades
issues. Yet sometimes a lightning rod
attracts more than just lightning. At its
annual conservation awards dinner attended
by Florida's Governor Martinez, the
Florida Audubon Society named Finley
"Conservationist of the Year—Government"
for his active voice in the protection and
restoration of the Everglades ecosystem.
Tropical Audubon, south Florida's largest
chapter, identified him as "the right person in the right place at the right time."
Finley later received an honor award for
superior service presented by Southeast
Regional Director Bob Baker at the closing
session of the "Planning Beyond Park
Boundaries" course held at Everglades.

NPS Director James M. Ridenour
presented the distinguished Honorary Park
Ranger designation to Mrs. Elizabeth
Cushman Titus, founding president of the
Student Conservation Association (SCA).
Ridenour praised Titus for her foresight
and enthusiasm, which have made SCA
essential to many NPS areas. Titus started
the SCA in 1957 in Grand Teton and
Olympic NPs with 52 high school and college students. Nearly 10,000 students have
participated in the program since then.
The cost benefit to the Service has exceeded
$20 million. Mrs. Titus is an E&AA life
member.

Saint-Gaudens NHS maintenance
worker Martha Jones received the North
Atlantic Regional Safety Achievement
Award in recognition of her research on
the effects of radiation contamination from
computer VDTs. On her own time she
contacted experts and compiled data that
led to the park's acquisition of special lead
mesh screens with a lead ground wire
attached to remove the radiation, glare and
static from the VDTs.

DEATHS
Jon Cika passed away March 5 after
an extended illness. His eleven-year career
as an interpretive ranger included positions
at Rock Creek Park, the Kennedy Center,
the Jefferson Memorial, Prince William
Forest Park, Oxon Hill Farm, and, most
recently, Gateway NRA.
A native of New York, Jon graduated
from the University of Miami (FL) in
1968. He spent three memorable years
with the Peace Corps in Malaya, setting
up demonstration fish and poultry farms
and teaching English. Before joining the
Park Service, he worked in oil drilling,
retail sales, and science teaching. In the
Washington, DC, area, he worked with
Arlington County Parks and Recreation,
the National Arboretum, and the National
Zoo.
In the National Park Service, he found
his stride and his true loves: a career as a
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naturalist, and his wife, Cathy. Jon was a
born teacher. Sometimes he would draw
audience attention with a flute, or
sometimes with craft exhibits. For Jon,
every interpretive program could be
qualitatively improved and polished. At
Prince William Forest Park he pioneered
off-site programs at the Prince William
County Detention Home. In his four years
at Oxon Hill Farm he mastered myriad
turn-of-the-century farming skills. He was
undaunted by the logistics of orchestrating
the Fall Festival for 10,000 or delivering
the White House Christmas Tree to the
First Family. In recognition for his special
touch and talents, Jon received two special
achievement awards.

tions are being collected by General
Superintendent Mcintosh, Gateway NRA,
Building 272, Floyd Bennett Field,
Brooklyn, NY 11234.
Steve Elkinton

Kramer L. Chapman, 71, died April
18 at his home in Littleton, CO. Retiring
in 1987 as chief of construction for DSC's
Western Team, he worked in construction
throughout his long career in private industry and government. Starting in 1943
for Piper Aircraft Corporation, he later
joined the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
following that with entry into the National
Park Service in 1960. From 1963 tol968,
Kramer served as construction supervisor
for the Gateway Arch at Jefferson National
Expansion Memorial, work for which he
also received the Meritorious Service
Award. He went from there to projects at
Wolftrap Farm Park, Harpers Ferry
Center, and Virgin Islands, before transferring to Denver Service Center during
Bicentennial preparations.
Kramer was an exceptional individual
with great wisdom, practicality, humor,
and love for the Park Service, his friends,
and his co-workers. He is survived by wife
Ruth (5447 South Perry Street, Littleton,
CO 80123) and granddaughter Amy. Donations in his memory may be made to the
Porter Memorial Hospice (850 E. Harvard,
Suite G55, Denver, CO 80120) or the
Multiple Sclerosis Society (455 Sherman,
Denver, CO 80203). He was an E&AA
member.
Caleb G. Cooper

At Gateway, Jon undertook a variety of
duties: school and gardening programs, the
Riis Beach Mall theater, and a variety of
public naturalist talks. At the memorial
service held at Gateway for Jon on March
12th, General Superintendent Robert W
Mcintosh, Jr., paid him high tribute:
"Jon's life showed us the value of scholarship, of presentation, of vision, the value
of being one's self. Jon celebrated a certain style of freedom we all cherish. He
taught us strength and stamina. His talks
made the visitors know they were
welcome, and they knew they were in the
presence of one of the best—a National
Park Service ranger."
A memorial fund has been established
to benefit one of the parks where Jon
worked or visited in his travels. Contribu-
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Judson S. Ball began his NPS career
in 1953 as a student assistant architect in
Richmond. Upon his graduation from MIT
and following military service, he worked
at the NPS Eastern Office of Design and
Construction, then moved on to the
Washington Office, and finally to Denver
in 1971 when the Eastern and Western Service Centers merged.
Among Ball's many accomplishments
were the supervision of visitor center construction at Wright Brothers NMem,
coordination of projects pertaining to the
American Museum of Immigration at
Statue of Liberty and Federal Hall in New
York City, and participation in the

American Revolution Bicentennial projects.
He also coordinated contracts for design
corrections at the Kennedy Center, worked
with private firms on the Ellis Island
rehabilitation, and was supervisory
architect for the Statue of Liberty restoration. At his death, he was involved in the
design of the Fountain of Freedom at
Independence NHP.
Judd Ball is survived by his wife, Joyce
(P.O. Box 1869, Evergreen, CO 80439),
and daughters Jennifer and Susan. Contributions in his memory may be made to
the Education Trust Fund, E&AA, P.O.
Box 1490, Falls Church, VA 22041. He
was an E&AA life member.

James A. Henning, Sr., 51, died of
cancer in Elizabeth, NC, on February 24.
At the time of his death, he was district
ranger of the Ocracoke District of Cape
Hatteras NS. An accomplished EMT and
law enforcement officer, he helped restore
the Ocracoke horse herd to its present
healthy condition and encouraged research
to determine the origin of this resource.
Jim leaves his wife, Jeannetta (P.O. Box
313, Ocracoke, NC 27960), and two sons.
Donations in his memory may be sent to
the American Cancer Society.

Howard Lee Paskins, former mailroom
supervisor for the Washington Office, died
May 13 after undergoing treatment for
cancer. He had retired to his Bridgeville,
DE, home in 1986. Howard is survived by
his mother, Helen Paskins, three
daughters, two sons, eleven grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren. Messages of
condolence may be sent to the family in
care of his daughter, Feme Paskins (10408
Welshire Drive, Upper Marlboro, MD
20772).

E&AA
BUSINESS

NEWS

Mark your calendars for Rendezvous
XIII in Hot Springs, AR, to be held at the
Arlington Resort Hotel from October 22
through October 26. A joint endeavor for
E&AA and ANPR (Association of
National Park Rangers), the rendezvous
celebrates the theme "All One Family,"
bringing together historical and contemporary influences on the state of the parks.
Workshops will cover a broad spectrum
ranging from housing needs to retirement
planning. Former Director George B.
Hatzog, Jr., has agreed to serve as keynote
speaker. In addition, there will be a panel
composed of past directors Hartzog,
Dickenson and Everhardt. Director James
M. Ridenour will be among the special
speakers.

to: Treasurer, E&AA, RO. Box 1490, Falls
Church, VA 22041.

Members, keep the bibliographical
information you have on file with E&AA
up to date. Fill out the bibliographical
sketch form that covers professional and
education background, plus hobbies and
other spare time activities. If you haven't
filled one out in a while or if you simply
want to add something to your current
listing, write and request additional forms
from E&AA, P.O. Box 1490, Falls Church,
VA 22041. Let us know about spouses and
their activities too. Help us keep our
heritage alive by paying proper tribute to
the people who have made the National
Park Service what it is today.

Social activities will be as lively as
ever. Jerry Yarborough from Amistad NRA
is coordinating the Kowski Golf Tournament to be held on the hotel golf course.
A dinner/dance with a live band and the
rendezvous "keg" will provide other social
opportunities.
Located across the street from the
park, the historic Arlington Resort Hotel
and Spa has 490 rooms, plus bath house,
swimming pool, hot tubs, game rooms,
and much more. Room rate is $45/night,
single or double occupancy, plus tax.
Advance reservations may be secured by
calling the hotel at 1/800-643-1502 (outside
Arkansas) or 501/623-7771 (inside Arkansas). The closest commercial airport is in
Little Rock, where rental cars can be obtained, as well as shuttle service to the
hotel.
So come for the friendship and the
family fun. Come to Hot Springs in
October.

Recently, Southwest RD John Cook
appealed to employees to reach out and
help Anthony Apodaca. The 25-year-old
son of Hank and Maida Apodaca is
awaiting a liver transplant in Portland, OR,
but has no medical insurance to help cover
the complex surgical procedures that are
expected to exceed $150,000. To help, a
donation bank account has been opened;
contributions may be addressed to Anthony
Apodaca Medical Fund, Sunwest Bank,
Attention: Josie Probst, P.O. Box 5375,
Santa Fe, NM 87502-5375. Cards and
letters to the Apodaca family may be
addressed to Regional Director's Office,
c/o Public Affairs, NPS, P.O. Box 728,
Santa Fe, NM 87504-0728, and they will
be delivered to the family.

E&AA members are urged to check
the label of their monthly Courier and
renew annual membership on or before the
anniversary date appearing there. Membership upgrades to the next level also are
welcome at the following rates: annual—$10;
life—$100 (payment of lump sum or two or
four equal amounts); second century—$200;
third century—$300; fourth century—$400;
supporting donor—$500; founder—$1,000.
E&AA depends solely on membership
fees and donations. We need your support.
Make checks payable to E&AA and mail

Jim and Evah Dunning are continuing their travels in their airstream RV, but
plan to return to Fresno eventually to purchase a home in the area. Back in the
winter months, they enjoyed a trip to
Oregon Pipe Cactus NM, planning only to
stay two days. They stayed seven. Jim
described it as "a great place to visit and
learn of the high desert and the people
who settled there. The park staff was
great, with top programs."
He describes other recent trips to parks
as follows: "We also visited Chiricahua
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NM and hiked the trails in this beautiful
country. . .likewise visited Fort Bowie and
got a first class interpretive talk from the
seasonal ranger on the Apache Pass Battle
and Butterfield Stage."
The Dunnings plan to travel to Alaska
this summer and stay until the weather
"runs them south." While they're on the
road, they use Evan's sister's address (c/o
Maples, 4269 N. 4th Street, Fresno, CA
93726).

On a recent trip with members of the
Ohio Association of Garden Clubs, Naomi
Hunt met and later heard Ranger Dan
Phanz give an outstanding interpretive talk
at Fort Sumter. Dan is the son of former
WASO Chief Historian Harry Phanz.

NEWS
Dan Hand sent in multiple payments
to complete his life membership application. He and his family are on their way
from Everglades NP to Glen Canyon
NRA. They look forward to returning to
the "wide open spaces."

George Fry, retired Southeast Region
deputy director and former E&AA special
membership chairman, was elected as a
director on the new slate of officers at the
annual Moores Creek Battleground
Association meeting. Having moved with
his wife, Helen, from Gatlinburg, TN, to
1007 Bay Creek Drive, Wilmington, NC
28403, he has made numerous trips to the
battlefield, recently attending its 213th
anniversary. Recently, he also was honored
with an appointment as the Chapter Eagle
Scout Scholarship Chairman.

E&AA life members Rod and Phyllis
Broyles (2415 Kathy Way, Calistoga, CA
94515) left Pinnacles NM where he was
superintendent in 1986. Of their life now,
she writes, "There are interesting things
going on here, so, though we have to stay
close to home as caregivers, we take part
in a number of activities. Rod's job is
managing the family home as a rental property, which doesn't give him much time
for anything else.
"I'm on call for substituting in several
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serves to reference Harrison's 18,000 hardback volumes on western history and
thousands of periodicals, shelved on the
ground floor of his home (7440 Alexander
St., Fair Oaks, CA 95628). The house was
designed by his wife, Margaret, when the
sheer weight of their collection grew too
stressful for their home in Sacramento.
Upon Margaret's death 10 years ago,
half ownership of the house and library
passed to Shields Library, Western
Research Center, University of California,
Davis, as will Harrison's half upon his
death. Shields will also receive the couple's many Western paintings, crafts and
artifacts, as well as an endowment to
maintain and add to the collection.
Appointments to use the Michael and
Margaret Harrison Western History
Research Center may be made through the
Department of Special Collections, Shields
Library.

local high schools, but in between I'm getting some writing done. I'm docent at one
of our museums—the Sharpsteen here in
Calistoga, and usually serve whenever the
Spanish language is needed. I spend one
afternoon a week with a collections
management specialist who is stabilizing
the museum's artifacts and teaching
docents. This latter spills over into caring
for our own family collections of Navajo
rugs, California baskets, and antique furniture. I also serve on the board of the
Natural History Association for Napa
Valley-Bale Mill-Robert Louis Stevenson
State Parks, and on an ad hoc committee
to save the valley's heritage trees,
including the endangered Valley Oaks."

Back in 1922 Michael Harrison was
hired as chief clerk at Grand Canyon NP.
There began his love of Western history.
Now in his nineties, Harrison has received
honorary life membership in the Western
History Association for his lifelong contributions to the field.
He says of himself, "Here I am with a
high school education.. ." But Harrison
has a storehouse of information. Part of it,
he says, "comes from having known men
who hunted buffalo in Kansas or drove
herds out of Texas, from Navajos and
Hopis who shared such tribal secrets as
the power of humans to take animal form."
Some he picked up in the course of working for the Park Service, the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, and the Bureau of
Reclamation, or from consulting records
that book-dependent researchers don't
check.
A card catalog of 600,000 entries

|

Maude de Turk Allen's inspirational
book, Walking, recently has been published
by Nightingale Books (P.O. 33311, Austin,
TX 78764—$11.50 per book, postage and
handling included). A collection of poems,
stories and vignettes written over 63 years,
Walking is a first book for Allen, published
in her 79th year. It is a glimpse of the life
of an active woman, and a look at the
lives of the mother and grandmothers who
came before her. The title is taken from a
series of early life recollections woven into
a sequence that follows her steps through
the Santa Rosa neighborhoods where she
lives (262 Mockingbird Circle, Santa
Rosa, CA 95405). The rhythm of her steps
integrates past and present, revealing pat-

terns of personal growth and change in her
life. She concludes, "It can be solved by
walking."
Thomas J. Allen (now deceased), the
husband of E&AA life member Maude
Allen, retired in 1965 as NPS assistant
director, stationed in Santa Fe, NM.

Bill Supernaugh is enjoying FLETC
and Georgia. He recently returned from a
visit to daughter Michelle who is now an
"Aggie" at Texas A&M, Galveston. He
hopes to make the joint rendezvous of
ANPR and E&AA in Hot Springs in
October.

Robert D. Chamberland retired in
January as a DSC landscape architect on
the Western Team. He and his wife,
Eleanor, can be reached at their new
address—Route 2, Box 479 B, Suttons Bay,
MI 49682, where they have ten acres.
They also plan to build another boat or
two for Great Lakes sailing. The couple
just joined E&AA as life members.

Frank Betts, retired former superintendent of Denali National Park and
E&AA life member, is area commander
for the Alaska Region's response to the
Alaska oil spill. Betts oversees spill operations in the regional office, and in Katmai
and Kenai Fjords NPs.
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