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NPS leadership changes 
Dickenson new Director, 
Whalen returns to GGNRA 

Secretary of the Interior Cecil D. 
Andrus announced May 1 his intention 
to appoint Russell E. Dickenson as the 
11th Director of the National Park 
Service. 

" In his 33 years with the National Park 
Service, Russ Dickenson has 
demonstrated all the qualities that are 
most needed today to lead that 
outstanding organizat ion," Andrus said. 
"He has solid experience in both rural 
and urban parks. He's an old pro ' who 
can be expected to inspire confidence 
among co-workers and those concerned 
with the future of our great National Park 
System." 

Andrus said Dickenson's appointment, 
which does not require Senate 
conf i rmat ion, would be effective as soon 
as necessary administrative details are 
completed. 

O n Apri l 24, Secretary Andrus 
removed Wil l iam J. Whalen as Director. 
The secretary issued this statement: 

" I have removed Mr. Wil l iam J. 
Whalen as Director of the National Park 
Service because I believe it best for the 
Service, for the Department, and for Mr . 
Whalen's health. 

" I hope Mr. Whalen wil l continue to 
serve the National Park Service in 
another capacity. 

"We wil l begin early next week to 
make a selection of an individual to 
replace Mr. Whalen as Director." 

Former Director Whalen issued this 
statement: 

"Secretary Andrus informed me this 
morning that he felt he needed to 
replace the leadership of the National 
Park Service because morale in the 
organization is low. Accordingly, he 
decided to replace me as Director. I 
regret the Secretary's decision. 

"Please know that I remain completely 
committed to the mission and operations 
of the National Park Service. 

" I am grateful to have had the honor 
and privilege of being Director of the 
National Park Service—of being steward 
for the Nation's greatest scenic and 

historic treasures—for nearly 3 years. I 
am deeply indebted to the employees 
and supporters of the Service for the 
assistance and courtesies they have 
extended to me dur ing this period of 
t ime. The Park Service is a special place 
for a public servant to work; and the Park 
System is a unmatched resource for this 
and future generations of Americans. 

" I wish my successor wel l ; and I look 
forward to the opportuni ty to serve the 
public in some other role in the fu ture. " 

Dickenson began 
at Grand Canyon 

Dickenson, 57, has been Director of 
NPS' Pacific Northwest Region, covering 
Alaska, Washington, Oregon and Idaho, 
since December 1975. He served as 
Deputy Director f rom 1973 to 1975, and 
was Director of the National Capital 
Region from 1969 to 1973. 

Russ began his NPS career as a park 

Russ Dickenson. 
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ranger at Grand Canyon National Park. In 
subsequent field assignments heserved at 
Chiricahua National Monument , Ariz., 
Big Bend National Park, Texas; Glacier 
National Park, Mont . ; Grand Teton 
National Park; Zion National Park and 
Flaming Gorge National Recreation Area, 
Utah. He also served as chief of the 
Division of Resource Management and 
Visitor Protection in the Midwest 
Regional Office. 

In 1967, Dickenson was transferred to 
the Washington Office as chief of New 
Area Studies and Master Planning. In 
1972, he was presented the Distinguished 
Service Award, the highest honor for an 
Interior Department employee, for his 
work in urban park management and for 
program innovations including the 
"Summer in the Parks" Program. In 1975, 
he received the Cornelius Amory Pugsley 
Award f rom the American Scenic and 
Historic Preservation Society. 

Russ is a Marine Corps veteran of 
Wor ld War II and a graduate for Arizona 
State College. He is a native of Melissa, 
Texas. 

Hutchison called 
employee meeting 

On Apri l 24, the day of the Whalen 
removal, all Washington Office 
employees were asked to meet in the 
Interior Department Audi tor ium. 

In a very brief meeting, Deputy 
Director Ira J. Hutchison informed NPS 
staff about the events of the day, said that 
he—Hutchinson—had been asked to 
serve as Acting Director unti l such t ime 
as a successor to Director Whalen was 
chosen, and announced that Associate 
Director Daniel J. Tobin, Jr., would serve 
as Acting Deputy Director. 

Acting Director Hutchison also made 
the fol lowing statement to employees: 

"The removal of Director Whalen has 
come as a surprise to all of us. I know that 
I speak for all employees of the National 
Park Service in wishing Bill success in the 
future. 

" I am grateful for the opportuni ty I 
have had to work with Bill. 

"Dur ing the period in which I serve as 
Acting Director, it wil l be my objective to 
see park resources protected and the 
visiting public served in a way that will 
maintain the traditionally high standards 
of the Service. I ask each of you to join 
with me in accomplishing what we are 
expected to accomplish, when we are 
expected to accomplish it and at the very 
highest professional standards. 

" I shall need the help of each and 
every one of you as we work together. I 
ask for your assistance and your advice. 

"The National Park Service is strong. 
Let us demonstrate that strength to all 

Dickenson leads inspection tour of C&O Canal damage following Tropical Storm "Agnes" in 
1972. In the group are also former Secretary Rogers C. B. Morton and Justice William O. Douglas, 
both now deceased. 

during this diff icult period of transit ion." 
In a brief meeting called on the 

afternoon of May 1, Assistant Secretary 
Robert L. Herbst told Washington 
Office employees "what you already 
know," that Russ Dickenson was the 
choice for Director. 

Herbst announced that Acting Director 
Hutchison would represent the Park 
Service for soon-to-come appropriations 
hearings, and said that Ira enjoyed the 
" fu l l conf idence" of the Secretary and 
Assistant Secretary. Former Director Bill 
Whalen has returned to the 
superintendency of Golden Gate 
National Recreation Area in California. 

Busy years under Whalen 
Will iam J. Whalen became the 10th 

Director of the National Park Service in 
July of 1977. The appointment of Ira J. 
Hutchison as Deputy Director was made 
at the same t ime. 

Andrus. Whalen. 

Under Director Whalen's leadership, 
nearly 30 new areas were added to the 
National Park System and the acreage of 
the System was doubled. 

He wil l be remembered as the Director 
who strengthened NPS land acquisition 
policy, promulgated a Colorado River 
Management Plan that would eliminate 
motorized rafting in Grand Canyon, 
proposed and defended an innovative 
approach to the management of 
Yosemite Valley, instituted a uni form 
snowmobile policy for the System, 
implemented a program to provide funds 
for transportation to parks, insisted upon 
strong burro management plans at Grand 
Canyon and Bandelier, and streamlined 
concessions management procedures. 

Recently, Bill was active in efforts to 
protect the Big Sur in California, and he 
oversaw preparation of a proposal to 
establish in Atlanta a Mart in Luther King, 
Jr., National Historic Site, a proposal that 
now is before Congress. 

Hutchison. 
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