Photo by Charles Pereira.

ouriexr

TheNational Park ServiceNewsletter

Vol. 5, No. 2

Washington, D.C.

February 1982

U.S. Park Police — heroes over the Potomac

USPP Pilot Don Usher (on right, inset above) balanced the helicopter on the water surface as USPP Paramedic Gene Windsor (on left, above) stood on the skids
and reached down to pull a victim from the icy Potomac River.

By Candace Garry
Public Information Specialist, WASO

Few people in Washington, D.C.—in
fact few in the entire country—are
asking “Where have all the heroes
gone?” these days. There were plenty of
heroes on hand Jan. 13 in Washington
when an Air Florida 737 jetliner crashed
into the 14th Street Bridge and plunged
into the icy waters of the Potomac River
below, killing 78 people.

Two such heroes are United States

Park Police helicopter pilot Donald
Usher and USPP paramedic Gene
Windsor. In a daring rescue effort these
men characterize as “just part of our
job” and “routine,” they saved the lives
of five surviving crash victims who
clung to the plane’s wreckage amid
huge chunks of ice and debris.
Windsor stood on the skids of the
helicopter and reached down, dropping
life preservers as close to the victims as
he could, while Usher hovered the
aircraft over the gruesome site. At one

point, Usher actually balanced the
helicopter ON the water surface, and
one of the skids dipped into the water
as Windsor courageously lifted a
woman out. As a former army pilot
who flew in the Vietnam war, Usher
has logged more than 3,000 flying
hours. He says he has never before
touched the skids of an aircraft on the
water.

Many eyewitnesses have insisted
there is no way these people could have
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