United States
National Park Service

1994
Freeman Tilden
Awards

WINNERS
Gregory Zaborowsi
Mid-Atlantic Region

Deborah L Ayers
Midwest Region

Colleen Crowley
National Capital Region

1994 National Recipient
Alaska Region
Kimberly Ann Valentino, Chief of
Interpretation at Northwest Alaska Areas,
has been awarded the National Freeman
Tilden Award in recognition of her extraordinary personal commitment and
Marcia Fagnant
Phil Lupsiewicz
David Clark
North Atlantic Region
Rocky Mountain Region
dedication, not only to the National Park
Pacific Northwest Region
Service and its mission, but also to the
people of the Northwest Arctic Borough.
Stationed in Kotzebue, a small community
north of the Arctic Circle, Kim has almost
single-handedly established a vibrant
interpretive/environmental education
program for three park units encompassing
nearly ten million acres. Working closely
with three predominantly Native populations, Kim has successfully woven Park
Service themes into the daily fabric of life in
the Northwest Arctic Borough. In addition
to offering programs on a wide variety of
Lisa Okazai
Leslie DuBey
Malinee Crapsey
topics, Kim has established the "Kid's
Western Region
Southeast Region
Southwest Region
Corner," an informal, safe haven for latchkey children in the information center.
The esteem in which Kim is held by the
community is demonstrated by the invitaCongratulations!
tion she received to help plan Camp
Sivunniigvik, a privilege usually reserved
Congratulations to all ten 1994 Freeman Tilden Regional Award recipients, with
for Native residents and community elders.
a special salute to Kirn V a l e n t i n o , the thirteenth recipient of the National
Kim actively participates as a counselor at
F r e e m a n Tilden Award. During the Excellence in Interpretation Awards
the cultural camp, helping to develop
ceremony held on November 2, 1994, at the National Association for Interpretacurricula which integrate natural science
tion Workshop in Cleveland, Ohio, Kim received a bronze bust of Freeman Tilden
studies with Native subsistence lifestyles
from the National P a r k Service and a $2,500 award from the National Parks and
and culture and encouraging youth
participation in NPS employment programs. Conservation Association.
Kim also works closely with the Native
The award is co-sponsored by the National Park Service and the National Parks
corporation which flies all visitors into
roadless Kotzebue to ensure that nearly all
and Conservation Association and is awarded on the basis of the nominee's
out-of-town visitors experience an NPS
interpretive creativity, personification of the ideals set forth by Freeman Tilden,
interpretive program. In an area isolated
and the type of impact his or her work had upon the public. The 1994 national
from not only the rest of the state, but also
judging team consisted of Mr. Roger G. Kennedy, Director of the National Park
the rest of the nation, Kim Valentino's
Service, Mr. Paul C. Pritchard, President of the National Parks and Conservaaccomplishments in Northwest Alaska have
proven to be not only outstanding examples tion Association, and Dr. Gail A. Vander Stoep, President of the National
Association for Interpretation. The selection of a national recipient was a
of innovative, accessible interpretive
programs, but also have shown the depth of difficult but rewarding task given the outstanding strengths and capabilities of
all ten of the Regional nominees.
her commitment to the ideals first placed
before us by Freeman Tilden.
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As the Education Specialist for Allegheny Portage
NHS and Johnstown Flood NM, Gregory
Zaborowski utilizes his outstanding talents as a
teacher, actor and musician to create a series of
engaging and dramatic interpretive programs for
Pennsylvania students in grades 4-6. Greg
introduces the students to a wide range of 19th
century themes by portraying a variety of historic
characters including a traveler on the Allegheny
Portage Railroad, a wealthy gentleman of the
South Fork Fishing and Hunting Club, and an
1840's coal miner. Greg enlivens his programs with
songs of his own composition and invites the
children to become active participants in his
programs by reading from old school books, trying
on period clothing, and singing along with one of
the many original songs he has written to help
them better appreciate the people, events and
emotions of the past. Nine of Greg's songs will be
featured in an upcoming PBS video which will
enable even more listeners to gain an insight into
history through the exceptional and engaging
talents of the popular "Singing Ranger."

D e b b i e Ayers, Supervisory Park Ranger at
Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area, has
done an exceptional job of increasing public
awareness and appreciation for the cultural
resources of the Cuyahoga Valley. Working with
various members of Cleveland's industrial and
commercial community, she developed a popular
outreach program in the heart of Cleveland's
industrial district called Back to the Flats in which
she arranged public access for guided hikes on
privately owned land. She also pioneered
improvements in the park's Canal School Services
Program by working with a wide variety of nonNPS partners to improve school programs and to
offer a major teacher workshop. Debbie has also
used her outstanding research skills to help plan a
new exhibit facility in the park on canals and canal
boat building. In all of these efforts, Debbie has
demonstrated great skill in forming exciting
partnerships and in reaching new urban constituencies. Her personal enthusiasm and innovative
interpretive techniques have introduced thousands
of Ohio city dwellers to the history and significance
of the resources residing in their own back yards.

Although she was initially hired on a seasonal basis
and expected to perform only basic entry-level
duties, Colleen Crowley, Park Ranger at
Greenbelt Park, single-handedly took charge of the
park's education and interpretive activities during
a period of staff transition and completely
revitalized the program. In her first months on the
job, Colleen planned, developed, and conducted the
park's first Junior Ranger programs. She also
developed an Education Plan for the park and
began offering orientation programs to local PTA
groups. She updated the park's Statement for
Interpretation and developed a wayside rehabilitation plan. In addition to her efforts to provide a
good planning foundation for the park's interpretive efforts, Colleen continued to provide
outstanding front-line interpretive services and
volunteered to serve as the Special Events
Coordinator for Earth Day and National Park
Week. Colleen's willingness to go far beyond the
requirements of her job and her zest for providing
top quality interpretive services mark her as a true
exemplar of Tilden's ideal interpreter.
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Through his creative use of video technology and
the mass media, P h i l Lupsiewicz, Park Ranger at
Saugus Iron Works NHS, has been able to increase
public interest in the park greatly and enhance
visitors' understanding of this unusual 17th
century iron working complex. Recognizing the
interpretive possibilities of video, Phil took it upon
himself to attend a class offered by a local cable TV
station and acquired the skills to produce several
video products. In addition to producing two Public
Service Announcements, Phil created a fascinating
video documenting the replacement of one of the
large axle shafts of the park's water wheel with an
oak log donated by the Forest Service. This video,
which was shown at the park and on cable TV,
allows visitors to view aspects of preservation they
would normally never see. Phil also produced a
promotional video on the project which was sent to
the host of the Public TV series New Yankee
Workshop. Because of Phil's initiative in acquiring
new interpretive skills and his outstanding talent
in utilizing them, the exciting and unusual story of
the Saugus Iron Works and their preservation have
reached a whole new audience.

Dave Clark, Chief of Interpretation at Craters of
the Moon National Monument, possesses a
remarkable breadth of interpretive skills and
interests. In 1993 he completed the barrier-free
Devil's Orchard Interpretive Trail Project,
developed curriculum workbooks for both high
school and elementary students, worked with Boise
State University to produce a new book on the
Snake River Plain, published a striking guide,
"Wildflowers of Craters of the Moon NM," which
contains many of his own photographs, and
coordinated the park's involvement in the Oregon
Trail Sesquicentennial Wagon Train. Deeply
committed to having visitors actively involved in
the park's interpretive programs, Dave utilized
unusually innovative and dynamic techniques in
the development of the Devil's Orchard Trail.
These included conducting focus group reviews of
the waysides by the public before final fabrication
and using exhibit texts which challenge visitors to
examine their own role in the dilemma of resource
use vs. resource preservation. Dave's creativity
and ingenuity make him a true model of interpretive excellence and innovation.

Marcia F a g n a n t , Park Ranger at Fossil Butte
National Monument, has had a significant and
exciting impact on a wide range of interpretive
activities and facilities at the park. She has
developed education programs which reach
students in more t h a n 20 area schools. These
programs include a Fossil Education Curriculum
Guide and Kit which includes a variety of hands-on
activities, and a four-day interagency field trip for
fifth graders to sites administered by the NPS,
Forest Service, BLM, and Wyoming Fish & Game.
Marcia also wrote and published a booklet entitled
"Fossil Wyoming, A Trip Through Time &
Memories," which is based on oral interviews she
conducted with local residents. Another important
effort undertaken by Marcia in cooperation with
fellow employee Liz Parker was KARE (the
Kemmerer Area Recycling Effort), an exceptionally
successful education effort to gain support in the
community for recycling. Marcia's boundless
energy and creativity in utilizing a wide variety of
interpretive techniques have greatly improved the
public's understanding of paleo-ecosystems and the
role they themselves play in their preservation.
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Through her boundless energy and contagious
enthusiasm, Park Ranger Lisa Okazaki of
Canaveral National Seashore has crafted an
unusually successful education program at the
park for fifth grade students. The program is
centered around the "Eddy Creek Development
Project," a learning module developed by Lisa. The
module has students searching for plants and
animals at the Creek while examining scenarios for
possible residential development of the area. These
activities are part of a comprehensive educational
program developed by Lisa. It includes teacher
workshops and provides in-service credit, and
specially adapted programs for physically and
mentally challenged students. An integral part of
the program's success has been Lisa's ability to
recruit and train a dedicated corps of volunteers
who donated over 1000 hours of time to the
program in 1994 and to help staff information
booths at numerous events in the community.
Lisa's inspirational and dynamic leadership has
made it possible to share the resources of the park
with thousands of new visitors and students and to
begin encouraging within them a strong stewardship ethic.

Working closely with local educators and other
agency partners, Leslie DuBey, Education
Specialist at Big Thicket National Preserve, has
designed an ambitious and far-reaching outreach
program for the 850,000 students of the region.
She began by developing a curriculum package for
grade school children which was recognized as the
outstanding program of the year by the Texas
Outdoor Education Association. She later
expanded it to include older students as well.
Leslie has also established a series of extremely
successful partnerships which have resulted in the
Big Thicket Enviro-Camp, a Junior Ranger
Program, a children's book entitled Big Fun in the
Big Thicket, a six-day camp for middle school
students, and the "Big Thicket - A Biological
Crossroads" curriculum. Leslie also spearheaded
efforts to form the Texas Environmental Education
Advisory Committee and is a very active and
influential member of this group. Because of
Leslie's drive, dedication, and highly professional
organizational skills, an ever-widening network of
resource educators and protectors have been firmly
established in the Big Thicket region.

Park Ranger Malinee Crapsey of Sequoia and
Kings Canyon National Parks has worked on a
series of imaginative interpretive projects t h a t help
people grasp critical park issues. To help the
public—and park staff-understand why popular
concession facilities are being removed from
Sequoia's Giant Forest, she orchestrated production
of a compelling video on their impacts in the grove.
She wrote a pamphlet which has helped to alleviate
visitor frustration and concern over the extensive
rehabilitation of the historic Generals Highway.
Frustrated over seeing park bears destroyed, she
wrote "The Death of #583," a moving article which
has been widely republished. She worked closely
with Yosemite's Public Affairs staff to develop a
joint education program on proper food storage,
together producing "Don't be Bear Careless," a
pamphlet describing the problem, and a media
event demonstrating bear-proof food-storage
canisters with a local zoo's bears. In these projects,
Malinee displayed exceptional skills in conveying
controversial and complex issues in a way that
expands the public's resource knowledge while
inspiring support for park efforts.

