
APOLOGIA 

T he Park Practice Program, undertaken by the National Conference on State Parks in cooperation with 

the National Park Service, provides a means of exchanging proven ideas and practices among park 

people. Material contributed by local, state and federal agencies, colleges and universities, industry, and 

other sources is reviewed, screened and published in three categories: 

DESIGN drawings and photographs of park structures and facilities that have been constructed and proven 

successful. 

GUIDELINE material in text form on a variety of subjects such as policy and planning, administration, 

protection, development, interpretation, maintenance, and concessions. 

GRIST, an 8-page illustrated bimonthly information publication aimed primarily at the field operating level 

and offering proven labor and money-saving devices, tricks-of-the-trade, and other appropriate information. 

It is intended that these three complimenting publications will furnish suggested ideas on all types of 

park and recreation-area problems. Effort will be made to provide a comprehensive body of material with 

appropriate balance of subject matter to meet the needs of the participants. 

Those who open these DESIGN volumes expecting to find plans which will permit them to commence an 

extensive, or even a modest development program may face disappointment. The Park Practice Program 

was never meant to serve such a purpose. Were it to attempt this, it might stifle talent, stereotype facili

ties, destroy initiative in designing, and perhaps worst of all, advocate the wrong structures for any given 

situation. 

In a changing world, where the changes being wrought affect the development and operating efforts of those 

concerned with parks and recreation, it would appear that the greater good would come more from sugges

tion than from advocacy. To know what is being said and done across the country or across the world, 

suggests solutions to our own problems. To be able to draw upon such a storehouse of experience is good. 

Park Practice brings such a storehouse of knowledge and experience to you. 

The designs which appear on the pages of these volumes form a substantial nucleus of such experience 

and they have been arranged in a manner that will permit growth in size and changing use. With the passage 

of time, more information on-structural possibilities, and on the methods and materials that can bring about 

such possibilities, will be offered the Program participant. 

Those in quest of design ideas are admonished to recognize that each idea presented here has been planned, 

developed, and put to serviceable use. Each was designed to meet certain conditions, and to fulfill certain 

requirements; each served well enough to be off ered for consideration by others. How well each meets your 

particular requirements is, after all, left entirely to your own judgment. But at least you will have had a 

chance to see what someone else has done about it, and to consider whether it might, with greater or lesser 

modification, answer a developmental problem for you. 


