
COMMENTARY - 1 Ask Myself 

People, you and I, try to do what we 
think is right. When we fail, it is usually 
because of lack of knowledge, lack of 
understanding, poor judgment, or miscon
ceived purpose. If we know enough about 
any situation, we are apt to make some
where near the right decision. 

People, you and 1, almost never know
ingly act from malice. If we do, the malice 
probably results from our misconception 
of the whole situation and our part in it. 

If I accept these premises, it follows 
that many times every day, until it be
comes a habit of thought and action, I 
need to pause and ask myself what the 
apparent problem really is and what are 
the best things to do to help solve it. 

If something seems to go wrong in the 
line of command in either direction from 
me, I need to ask myself "what did I do 
that was wrong?" or "what should I have 
done that I failed to do?" 

If somebody's view of the ends to be 
gained is essentially different from mine 
and appears to be wrong, I need to try to 
see what merit there is in his purpose, 
what the motives may be, and reappraise 
my own objectives. Sometimes this r e 
sults in a modified or new statement of 
purpose. Sometimes it results in conclus
ion that the other person's purpose is 
the better one. Sometimes it results in 
conclusion that my original purpose is 
the better one and should be defended as 
effectively as possible. 

If I am confronted with an organizational 
problem, I need to ask myself "what can 
I do that will make it possible for others 
in the group to make their best contribut
ion?" 

If I am asked to make a statement on any 
situation, I need to ask myself "whatmost 
needs to be said in these circumstances 
at this time and place?" 

If I am asked to give credit to someone 
else for an idea which I thought was m i n e -
realizing that none of us ever does any
thing alone— I need to ask myself "what 
is necessary to put the idea across?" 

When I am tempted to say "what differ
ence does it make what I do when 
everybody else is doing so and so?", I 
need to remember that the product of the 
group depends upon the integrity of each 

person in it. 
Punishment? What is that? Is it any

thing more than clumsy self-righteous 
revenge? Is it a way of setting one's self 
up on a pedestal? I know that my fellow 
workers are doing the best they can. Is 
there anything they need from me but 
help? 

The questions I ask myself must be 
almost infinite in variety and endless as 
long as I live. I do not ask them for the 
fun of asking. I have to ask them if I am 
to attain the integrity that life with other 
people requires and overcome my natural 
and human selfishness. —Anon. 

WHO'S THAT? 

Frank Cannon, Classification and Wage 
Specialist, National Park Service North
east Region, proposes that the question in 
the title be answered by having National 
Park Service people who are visitingfield 
areas each wear a name plate such as the 
one pictured here. This is the simple kind 
of plastic holder with a safety pin on the 
back. 

The name plate, Frank suggests, should 
be green with white lettering, and should 
show the National Park Service emblem. 
It would facilitate "meet and deal" ac
tivities, he thinks. 

USE DELAY TIME SWITCH FOR SAFETY 

Jerry Y. Shimoda, Historian, Saratoga 
National Historical Park shares with 
GRIST readers a safety device suggested 
by Park Superintendent Ivan J. Ellsworth 
and installed at their park. It helps pre
vent barked shins and swear words after 
dark. 

While the device itself is not new, the 
adaptation to the need at Saratoga may be 
useful to others. After the Visitor Center 
was completed and opened to the public, 
it was found that the early onset of night 
during November and December left 
visitors groping in the dark between the 

Center and the parking lot. Two flood
lights were installed under the eaves of 
the Visitor Center and aimed toward the 
parking area. These are turned on as 
darkness descends. Then, after closing 
time, as the last employees leave the 
building, they turn a delay type switch 
controlling the floodlights, which allows 
them enough time to reach the parking 
area and the cars before the lights go 
off (a minute and ten seconds). 

WHO'S WHERE - - AND WHEN? 

To give you quick answers to those 
questions, set up the personnel record 
board shown in the photograph. 

Along the left side of thismasonite peg-
board shift schedule, the names of work
ers by work groups are inserted into 
"slip-in" holders. Across the top, two 
aluminum channels carry dates and days 
of the week; these can be changed to the 
appropriate day-date combination as the 
months change. Channels for days of the 
week also extend across the board from 
the worker group headings on the left-

A cup hook or peg is inserted for each 
employee opposite his name and under 
each date across the board. Circular, 
metal-edged tags, on which have been 
written shift hour assignments, are placed 
on the hooks. There's the month's work 
schedule at a glance. Changes are easy 
to make by moving tags, and rearrange
ment of individual schedules is especially 
easy with all other workers' schedules in 
plain view. 

Credit for this suggestion goes to 
Charles S. Mosteller, Park Supervisor, 
Silver Strand BeachState Park, California. 
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NON-RUSTING HANDRAIL 

While Waring Mikell, Assistant Regional 
Chief of Operations and Maintenance, NPS 
Southeast Region, was in San Juan and the 

Virgin Islands he designed a non-rusting 
handrail for use in such locations, where 
metal corrodes easily. Black steel and gal
vanized pipe have to be replaced about 
every eight years where there is saltwater 
in the air, and have to be painted every 
year. 

In an effort to reduce this maintenance 
problem, Waring got some 2-inch plastic 
pipe, into which he inserted a 3/4-inch r e 
inforcing rod. With the rod held in the 
center, the pipe was then filled with sand-
cement mortar. The rod gave the neces
sary strength, and the mortar added rigid
ity. Ordinarily the ends of the rods were 
cut 2 inches shorter than the plastic pipe, 
but where this type railing was used with 
poured concrete posts, the reinforcing rod 
was allowed to protrude beyond the end of 
the pipe in order to tie it to the reinforce-
rhent in the post. To avoid sagging, this 
type railing should not be over 6 or 8 
feet long between supports. The railing 
may be left its natural color, which is 
normally gray, but it can also be painted 
if desired-

MODERN LOCKING PIPE GATE 

John O. Young, Jr., Park Manager at 
Hueston Woods State Park, Ohio, sends 
in a sketch and photograph of an attrac
tive modern gate easily made up from 
pipe in any needed size. Posts may be 
eye-beam sections or heavy pipe. 

The locking device on the new gate is 
somewhat different from any we've seen. 

// is one of the most beautiful com
pensations of life that no man can 
sincerely try to help another without 
helping himself. 

—Ralph Waldo F.merson A 

t 
BETTER BOUNDARY SIGN VISIBILITY I 

Park boundary signs (especially the 
standard National Park Service cloth signs 
with green lettering on white background) 
are often lost to sight against a back
ground of dense leaves, heavy brush, or 
snow. Where a park area is bounded by 
land open to hunting, or logging and wood 
cutting operations, the need for a high de
gree of visibility becomes acute. 

Supervisory Park Ranger Herbert W. 
Hunt, Jr. of Coronado National Memorial 
solved the problem easily and inexpensive
ly with a spray can of fluorescent paint. 
Herb suggests orange or red-orange and 
says that one 12 oz. can, costing about a 
dollar, will spray aboutfifteen 11x15-1/2-
inch signs. One the National Park Service 
signs, all lettering turns black and is 
clearly legible through the paint. The signs 
at Coronado so treated last longer, too, 
Herb says. Signs that would normally have 
been replaced each year last into the se
cond season with no sign of weathering 
and fading. 

As the photo and sketch both show, the 
locking section on one half of the gate 
comes down neatly over a circular section 
on the other half of the gate, and the com
bination provides a shielded nook for a 
padlock, keeping it protected from direct 

rain and snow and making it harder for 
vandals to reach. 

If you make a gate of this type, be sure 
to make it high enough to be seen but low 
enough so that one of those sneaky low-
slung sports cars can't slip under. 
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CHANGE SIGNS WITH SLIP-COVERS 

Auto seats and home sofas aren't the 
only places to use "slip covers" — if 
you make the right kind. The kind rec -

commended here would never do to sit on, 
however. We're talking about sign slip 
covers, to permit quick sign changes, thus 
saving the cost of extra sign pedestals. 

In the photos, Rudolph Anderson, Park 
Supervisor at San Clemente Beach State 
Park, California, demonstrates how an 
ordinary octagonal pedestal-mounted 
STOP sign has been quickly converted by 
this method. 

The second photo shows how channel 
iron is cut, bent, then affixed to the top 
of the overlay sign, so that it will slip 
over the pedestal sign. 

CREATE A FIRE WALL WITH PAINT 

When you have seen the speed with which 
flames climb up a regular painted surface 
while black smoke pours forth, it is hard 
to imagine a coating which behaves the way 
some of the new fire retardant paints are 
reported to do. And such a modified epoxy 
paint when exposed to fire or to heat above 
450° f. puffs up from 100 to 300 times its 
original thickness, forming an insulating 
spongy crust that prevents heat penetra
tion and retards flame spread. The 
makers, Ocean Chemicals, Inc., 630 Fifth 

Ave., New York City, report that 'Flaym-
bar' has what the Underwriters Labora
tories call a flame spread rating of 25, 
putting it among the "Class A" fire r e 
tardant coatings. 

Only exposure to the most intensive 
heat can even char the under surface of 
this paint, the company says, and even 
then fire doesn't spread because of the 
lack of oxygen. 

Loss of life from fire is most frequently 
due not to burns but to the poisonous qual
ity of the smoke. Conventional paints are 
extremely toxic. Some of the fire retar
dant paints have a low smoke production 
rate and are non-toxic. 

These paints come in flat and semi-
gloss types, in a variety of colors, and 
after drying are extremely durable, having 
remarkable resistance to water (including 
salt spary), chemicals, abrasion and im
pact. 

Underwriters Laboratories, Inc., 207 
East Ohio Street, Chicago, can furnish 
additional information on such paints. 

IMPROVISED TRAFFIC 
CONTROL BATON 

A small red plastic drinking tumbler, a 
flashlight, your pocket knife, and a piece 
of adhesive tape can be used to provide a 
red traffic control baton to meet an unex
pected need. 

Cut a small hole in the bottom of the 
cup to provide white light if needed for 
checking operator's license or other rea
son, insert the lighting end of the flash
light into the cup, and secure the two 
together with a couple of turns of the 
adhesive tape. 

Carl P. Schreiber, Chief of Park Pro
tection, NPS Northeast Region, met an 
emergency need for a red traffic control 
baton in this way, and passes the sug
gestion along to GRIST readers. 

painted brown with yellow lettering. As 
the photo shows, the signs read, "Help 
Preserve Your State Parks." 

You employ stone, wood and con
crete, and with these materials you 
build houses and palaces. That is 
construction. Ingenuity is at work. 
But suddenly you touch my heart. You 
do me good and I am happy and I say, 
"this is beautiful." That is Archi
tecture. 

—Le Corbusier 

TRAVELLING ADVERTISEMENT 

After a few thousand looks at the truck 
manufacturer's name on the back end of 
Park trucks, D. Keith Caldwell, Park 
Supervisor, Mt. San Jacinto State Park, 
California, decided to make use of that 
space for a little Park propaganda. The 
tailgate signs are made of 1/2-inch ply
wood (or whatever thickness is available), 
each cut to fit the tailgate and drilled 
for four small bolts to secure it. The 
Mt. San Jacinto trucks are all a dark 
forest green, so, to preserve an appear
ance of woodsiness, the signs have been 

Favorable response from Park visitors 
and local people has been well worth the 
effort and small cost to build the signs, 
Keith reports. 

WHEN'S THE NEXT PROGRAM? 

The portable "clock" pictured here an
nounces the audio-visual programs which 
occur every 15 to 20 minutes in the summer 
at the Badlands National Monument Visitor 
Center. Acting Superintendent James F. 
Batman sends along the story on this 
clock-annoucement sign which was de
signed by William W.Dunmire, Chief Park 
Naturalist and Gordon Whitley, Seasonal 
Park Ranger (Naturalist). 

A 10 x 12-inch laminated plastic sheet 
was routed to specifications, by the NPS 
Central Sign Shop in Yosemite, with the 
words, NEXT SLIDE PROGRAM and with 
clock numerals in a 
circle. This plastic 
sheet was backed by 
a 5/8-inch thick 
piece of plywood with 
a 1-1/2-inch hole 
drilled in the center 
for mounting part of 
the mechanism of an 
old alarm clock. Only 
those working parts 
needed for setting the 
hands of the clock 
were used. Hands 
were removed, the 
drive shaft was in
serted through a 
small hole drilled in 
the center of the 
plastic sheet, and the metal hands were 
re-attached. Larger cutout white card
board hands were then glued to the metal 
hands for greater visibility. 

The complete unit was mounted on a 
wooden stand as shown in the photograph. 
The duty man at the Visitor Center can set 
the clock merely by turning the knob that 
protrudes from the rear of the device. 

To foil the youngsters, who take delight 
in playing with such things, a thin plexi-
glas sheet was mounted offset over the 
face of the clock. 



20 tyu&t MAY/JUNE 1963 

FOILING TABLE TOP BUSTERS 

Reservoir Manager O. H. Monroe of the 
Corps of Engineers' Allatoona Project, 
Cartersville, Georgia, and R. E. Patterson, 
laborer at the project, have put an end 
to the damage to precast concrete table 
tops by those strong armed guys who found 
no difficulty in raising a 700-pound grout-
attached top a few inches and dropping it 
on the support. TTiis cracked the table tops, 
leaving only the reinforcing steel holding 
the pieces together. At Patterson's sug
gestion, Manager Monroe obtained an 
adhesive commonly used in setting textile 
machinery on concrete floors, an epoxy 
resin manufactured by Sika Chemical 
Company. 

Approximately four square inches of this 
resin applied to each end of the supports 
achieves a permanent bond after setting 
for twelve hours. Six men were unable to 
loosen one end of table tops so attached, 
and no more have been broken. Material 
cost is negligible, and the table tops are 
easily lifted for application of the resin 
by one man using a simple hinged jack. 

CAMPERS' GUIDE TO 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 

The "Mrs. Jaycees" of St. Charles, 
Minnesota (wives of the members of the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce), have the 
enthusiastic gratitude of Park Manager 
Waino J. Kontola of Whitewater State Park. 
These civic minded ladies put together a 
"Campers' Guide" to the business and 
services available in their town, which is 
the "gateway" to the park. 

Time of park personnel that would have 
been spent in answering innumerable 
questions— Where can I get a haircut? 
Where's the nearest grocery? We're all 
out of baconl—can now be devoted to the 
always pressing park work, thanks to the 
enterprising "Mrs. Jaycees," who furnish 
the printed leaflets without cost to the 
park. 

As each camper registers he is given a 
copy of the "Campers' Guide", which lists 
churches and hours of religious services, 
groceries, self service wash and dry 
shops, auto gas and repair services, medi
cal and ambulance services, beauty and 
barber shops, drug stores, restaurants, 
theaters, bowling alleys, tennis courts, and 
many other community enterprises. 

DO-IT-YOURSELF DRINKING FOUNTAIN 

The Eastern Office of the Division of 
Design and Construction of the National 
Park Service designed this attractive 
drinking fountain which was photographed 
at Everglades National Park, Florida. 

The R. L. Spillman Company, Box 
4167, Columbus 7, Ohio, manufacture the 
forms for these precast concrete foun
tains. The Company used the original 
drawings and adapted the hardware and 
construction to provide for frostproofing 
the unit, thus providing a satisfactory 
way for parks to precast their own drink
ing fountains. 

CONTACT'EM WHERE THEY GO 

Most parks make use of some sort of 
self-service literature dispenser to make 
information booklets available to those 
visitors who come into the area after 
hours, or who for some reason fail to stop 
at the Visitor Center. Materials and con
struction are widely varied, and which kind 
you choose is unimportant. A matter that 
is of prime importance, however, is where 
those dispensers are located. 

Parks that have entrance stations often 
place a dispenser on the station door during 
hours when no one is on duty, but many 
times the visitor fails tostopwhenhe sees 
that the station is not open. This also 
applies to the brochure dispenser hung on 
the door of the Visitor Center. 

"Where will the most visitors stop, r e 
gardless of the time of day or night?" 
Herbert W. Hunt of Coronado National 
Memorial asked himself. The clear answer 

came quickly to him: at comfort stations 
and water fountains. 

Herb took the dispenser off the Visitor 
Center door and put it over the drinking 
fountain, which happens to be located be
tween the men's and women's rest rooms. 
A careful check was made on the number 
of information brochures distributed each 
day, and the count showed that over twice 
as many were distributed at the new loca
tion than had been picked up at the old lo
cation. 

SLOPED SLAB IN SILENT SERVANT 

By the simple trick of sloping the slabs 
on which unsheltered picnic tables rest, 
the folks down at Jim Woodruff Reservoir 
Project, Chattahoochee, Florida have put 
the rain to work for them. R. H. Alcorn, 
Reservoir Manager, reports that by slight
ly sloping the slabs both ways from 
center and giving them a slick trowel 
finish, you can fix things so that the rain 
keeps the slabs clean, washing away dust, 
mud, and food scraps. (In the photograph, 
the plank nearest the camera was put there 
just to emphasize the slope of the slab.) 

ANT KILLER 

Killing ants is easy, by asphyziation, 
say the folks out at Lakeport State Park, 
Michigan. Just inverta flower pot over 
the ant hill and pour a small amount of 
carbon tetrachloride through the hole in 
the bottom. The fumes exclude all oxygen, 
effectively achieving the desired result. 

SHADE FOR A PICNIC 

The standard roadside exhibit shelter of 
the National Park Service can be used for 
more than one purpose. In the photograph, 

one is in use to shield a picnic table and 
benches from the intense sunlight in Great 
Sand Dunes National Monument, Colorado. 
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MODUS OPERANDI IN INTERPRETATION 

Interpretation conveys ideas and atti
tudes quite as much as it communicates 
knowledge, as Howard R. Stagner, Chief 
Naturalist, National Park Service, Wash
ington points out. Words, spoken or writ
ten, says Howard, are the most used tool 
of communication, whether of knowledge, 
concepts, or attitudes. But, words are 
never enough. Sometimes they are super
fluous. Sometimes the whole effect is 
achieved by the manner of presentation. 

Take the changing of the guards at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, for example. 
The crowd gathers; the honor guardsman, 
faultlessly uniformed, paces his course 
with serious mien and perfect precision. 
The detail appears, and most formally ex
ecutes the changing of the guard. Not a 
word is spoken to the assembled people. 
In fact, they are not even recognized— 
neither by spoken word, signs, or by the 
slightest wink of an eye. Yet the inter
pretive results are superb—no one departs 
without a feeling of pride, gratitude, and 
reverence. 

The way the job is done makes all the 
difference. 

EXHIBIT CASE FUMIGATION 

Ralph H. Lewis, Chief of the National 
Park Service's Branch of Museums, of
fers the following to those troubled with 
the problem of fumigating exhibit cases. 

For maintenance fumigation, he recom
mends that a small amount of paradi-
chlorobenzene be kept in the case. This 
chemical is a deterent as well as a killing 
agent; lower concentrations tending to dis
courage infestation's while higher concen
trations may be needed to destroy them. 

It has been found that alternative com
pounds give as much trouble with deposits 
on the glass as paradichlorobenzene. When 
used in relatively small amounts in ex
hibit cases, it does not form troublesome 
deposits on the glass. A spoonful or two 
of the crystals in an open container in an 
inconspicuous place in the case, with the 
supply replenished as it vaporizes, is sug
gested. If the case is as tight as it should 
be, the fumigant should not need to be r e 
plenished oftener than once in two or three 
months-

Frequent inspections through the case 
front should be made in any case contain
ing materials subject to insect infestation, 
Mr. Lewis advises. These should suffice 
to spot the first cast skin or accumulation 
of dust which reveals a dermestid attack. 
When the fumigant is replenished, the 

specimens may be inspected more closely 
for possible insect infestation, he says. 

If a study collection is stored in stand
ard specimen storage cabinets, there 
should be no trouble in maintaining a mod
erate concentration of paradichloro
benzene fumes inside the cases. This us
ually does a good job of keeping out infes
tation. He warns, however, the collections 
should be inspected regularly. 

If infestations reoccur, fumigate with a 
mixture of three parts ethylene dichloride 
to one part carbon tetrachloride. Ethylene 
dichloride is highly flammable and needs 
the carbon tetrachloride to lower the flash 
point to a safe level. Both chemicals are 
poisonous to human beings, so need to be 
used with caution. At the National Herbar
ium, the fumigant is placed in the storage 
case, the case is sealed tightly and left 
closed for two or three days. The case is 
opened at the end of the day so that the 
fumes may escape without adversely af
fecting people using the room, Mr. Lewis 
reports. The case should then be charged 
with the para crystals and securely closed 
to prevent reinfestation, he advises. 

SHIP IDENTIFICATION ADDS 
TO VISITOR PLEASURE 

At Algonac State Park on the St. Clair 
River, north of Algonac, Michigan, ships 
of both foreign and Great Lakes origin pass 
within a few hundred feet of the park. 
Campers and other park visitors show a 
great interest in the ships and their origin, 
so, Park Manager George A. Lawrentz 
says, they have installed the colorful dis
play, shown in the photograph here, of all 
the flags and naval ensigns of the world 
as well as charts showing stack identifica
tion markings of both foreign and Great 
Lakes fleets. 

The display is located near the river 
edge where the view is unobstructed, and 
rustic benches have been so placed that 
visitors may sit and watch the ships and 
have easy access to the board for refer
ence. 

DW1GHT EISENHOWER SPEAKING 

Visitors to Eisenhower Birthplace State 
Park who take the receiver off the hook 
of the old fashioned wall telephone hear 
the voice of the former President himself 
as he says: "Hello there. This is Dwight 
Eisenhower, born in this house, greeting 
you. While you are visiting here in Denison, 
I hope you will pause to contemplate for a 
moment, the history of this great state of 
Texas and its importance to our great 
Country." 

The equipment was installed by courtesy 
of the Southwestern Bell Telephone Com
pany. Bill M. Collins, Executive Director 
of the Texas State Parks Board, disclosed 
that General Eisenhower scrapped sug
gested remarks which were sent to him in 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, and instead 
used his own words as given here. 

This story first appeared in "SPARKS", 
organ of the Texas State Parks Board. 

When schemes are laid in advance, 
it is surprising how often the circum
stances fit in with them. 

—Sir William Osier 

MUSEUM DISPLAY IDEAS 

Park personnel concerned with museum 
displays will find helpful suggestions in 
"New Uses for Styrofoam Plastic in 
Museum Displays," CURATOR, Volume V, 
No. 2, 1962, American Museum of Natural 
History, pp. 128-36. 

Calvin R. Cummings, Archeologist, 
Tuzigoot National Monument, says that this 
foam plastic is easy to work and can be 
prepared with a textured finish to repre
sent almost any kind of object from wood 
to lava rock. The article contains ideas 
for modeling figures for dioramas, repro
duction of artifacts and backgrounds, Cal 
says. 
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ONE MAN DIRECTIONAL TREE FALLER 

One man can act as strong as Paul 
Bunyan If he gets hold of a powerful new 
device called a Trott 's Directional Tree 
Faller. He can take on joh\s of accurate 
tree falling that would otherwise take two 
or three extra men pulling on ropes or 
cables. 

Trees which have become a hazard to 
nearby buildings or power lines may be 
brought down accurately and safely with 
the Faller. It is useful for fire control, 
right-of-way clearing, highly selective 
cutting, logging, and other situations where 
time or damage can be saved by accurately 
controlling tree fall. Considerable break
age on steep or uneven ground can be 
avoided when this tool is used in logging 
operations. 

Power for the five-piece assembly is 
provided by a built-in hydraulic ram. 
After an "overcut" is made on the oppo
site side of the tree from the Faller, the 
tree can be sawed off and given a mighty 
push in the right direction by pressure 
from the ram. There is ample room 
between the Tree Faller and the tree 
trunk to saw off the tree without interfer
ence. If the lean of the tree is such that 
the saw blade pinches at any time, the 
operator needs only to apply more pres
sure to the tree by pumping the ram 
handle, relieving the saw. 

Two models are available. The smaller 
weighs 46 pounds and is suitable for trees 
up to 14-16 inches in diameter. The large 
model weighs 152 pounds and will handle 
the largest and heaviest of problem trees. 
This equipment is available from Idaho 
Northwoods Company, P. O. Drawer 391, 
Sandpoint, Idaho. 

It takes a lot of things to prove 
you are smart, hut only one thing to 
prove you are ignorant. 

—Don Herold 

NAILING PICTURES INTO FRAMES 

Inserting those small brads or nails to 
hold a picture in its frame is tight work 
for any kind of a hammer, even a flat-
sided tacker, so Donald Black of the 
Natchez Trace Parkway uses his pliers for 
the job (see sketch). All you need is a 
pair of slip-joint pliers and a piece of card
board to put against the outside of the 
frame so that the teeth of the pliers will 
not leave marks. 

Testing Don's system, we found that with 
extra-capacity pliers such as pump pliers, 
even nails up to an inch and a half in 
length can be inserted in this time-saving 
way, if the frame is not extra-wide. 

CANOPY FOR A PICK-UP 

The neat canopy for the pick-up shown in 
the photograph here was designed and built 
by Raymond E. Bright, District Park 
Ranger, Mount Rainier National Park, at 
a cost to the Park Service of only one pair 
of 3-inch strap hinges. Ray used scrap 
material and did the work on his own time. 

Two boards the length of the pick-up 
bed were used for the sides. The top of the 
canopy was kept below the back window of 
the cab. A sturdy front cross piece about 
two inches thick was used. Corner posts 
were made of hardwood and extend into 
the corner post holes only three inches, so 
that the canopy can be removed easily by 
one person. 

One piece of 48-inch plywood was used 
as cover over the forward section of the 
bed. From there to the back, the side 
boards were sloped. The cover of the 
sloped section was hinged so that it opens 
up toward the front of the pick-up. Canvas 
was placed over the plywood cover, and the 
side and other exposed portions were 
painted the same color as the pick-up. 

Ray says that the canopy is strong 
enough to stand on when 3/8-inch plywood 
is used for the forward section. Only 1/4-
inch plywood is necessary for the sloping 
hinged section. This hinged door section 
could be locked to the end-gate if security 
were needed. 

HIGH RISING PLATFORM BY FORK-LIFT 

Where reach and weight create unsafe 
working conditions from a ladder, a safe 
and solid working surface can be created 
by securing a platform to a fork-lift. 
Lyle E. Jamison, Administrative Assist
ant, Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
submits this safety suggestion, illustrated 
in the photographs. 

The 5-ft. by 10-ft. platform is made from 
2-inch by 8-inch timbers. It is secured to 
the forks by pins to prevent slipping, and 
can be raised to whatever height your fork-
lift reaches. The platform shownherewas 
constructed by Maintenanceman Mark B. 
Cook. 

COLOR CODING CABINET FILES 

Color speaks louder than print. And the 
file room which usually has the dreariest 
location in a building anyhow, could use 
some, says Alfred P. Schwarz, Adminis
trative Assistant, Death Valley National 
Monument, whose idea this is. 

Where there are five, six, or more file 
cabinets in a room, why not paint the first 
drawer of each classification a different 
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bright color ? In addition to making it easier 
for file clerks and others to learn the lay
out of the file room by having these "blaze 
marks" , the room would take on a more 
cheerful and colorful appearance. 
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NEW GARBAGE CAN MOUNT 

If you're looking for a sturdy, service
able mount for the standard g.i. garbage 
can, look no further than the "Little Giant" 
designed, manufactured and marketed by 
the Albeni Corp., P.O. Box 606, Tarpon 
Springs, Florida. 

The entire mount, which suspends the 
garbage can a foot or so off the ground, 
consists of a metal post pipe, 1-1/2 inches 
in diameter, a cast aluminum base into 
which the can rests, and a holder which 
fits down into the top of the post for the 
can handle. 

If desired, a hole may be drilled near 
the top of the pipe through the handle hold
er so that a bolt can be inserted to prevent 
the handle from being raised and the can 
removed. 

Its firmness in the base and the handle 
holder prevents its being upset by animals 

or mischievous persons, and the lid is not 
encumbered by any holder of its own but 
may be removed so that garbage can be 
put into the can without undue effort. A 
chain may be fastened between the lid and 
the post to prevent it being lost or stolen. 

HOLD DOWN THAT TRACTOR! 

To prevent your tractor from making 
like a space ship, weight it down with a 
concrete-filled, 30-gallon steel drum. 

Drill holes opposite each other near 
the bottom of the drum through which to 
insert a length of 1-inch pipe. Weld spurs 
to the pipe to keep if from turning in the 
concrete. This pipe will serve as a bush
ing for a solid rod which will support the 
weight of the concrete-filled drum. The 
1/2-inch diameter rod should be of a 
length to fit the power lift (see tractor 
sketch) with suitable end fittings. 

Around the drum, near the top, place 
a collar of 1-inch strap (steel band), 
formed and drilled for bolt as shown in 
the sketch. Drill bolt holes at each end 
of a bar of the right length to connect 
the drum to the tractor at the third point 
position on the tractor hitch. Fill the drum 
one-half to two-thirds with concrete and 
install the weight. That ought to keep a 
tractor earth-bound. 

FUNNEL HOLDER 
MAKES FILLING EASIER 

At Yosemite National Park, one man 
can now handle what was a two-man job 
of mixing liquids and filling 5- or 10-
gallon cans, reports Clyde M. Fauley, 
Assistant Park Forester. 

Simply by welding to the funnel a metal 
plate angled to fit the corner of the can 
opposite the opening, Forestry Foreman 
Everett DeMoss has eliminated the need 
for a helper on such jobs. 

MAKE FLOORS SEEM TOUGH AS STEEL 

According to the makers, LIQUI-STEEL, 
a pigmented, unusually resistant, paint-on 
floor treatment will protect wood, con
crete, and metal surfaces against water 
penetration and damage from hydrochloric 
acid, lactic acid, sulphuric acid, lye, and 
many corrosive chemicals. Grease, oil, 
dust, and dirt deposited by trucks wipe 
off easily and leave no stains. Mats and 
pans are not needed under vehicles to 
protect the floor finish. 

The material fills the pores of the floor 
surface with a deposit of hard, thermo
setting resins which bind the flooring 
particles into a hard, impervious surface. 
Comparison traffic tests on treated and 
untreated floors show that a floor treated 
with the productwillresistwearfrom such 
heavy-duty traffic as loaded steel-wheeled 
trucks , whereas ruts will be made in an 
unprotected concrete floor, say the 
makers. 

Since the product becomes an integral 
part of a concrete floor surface, it will 
not chip, flake or peel. It is available 
through paint dealers or by writing directly 
to Preco Chemical Corporation, 119 Allen 
Blvd., Farmingdale, N. Y. 

This suggestion comes from the folks 
at Yankee Springs Recreation Area, Mich
igan. 
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PROTECTING FANCY WOOD SURFACES 

To protect a finished wood surface or 
the unpainted wood of a new cabinet when 
nailing, use a piece of sheet metal with a 
V-notch in it, as shown in the illustration. 
This is especially important when you are 
under the critical public eye. 

Donald Black, that ingenious Natchez 
Trace Parkway Naturalist who is a fre
quent contributor to GRIST and even has 
one other idea in this issue, came through 
with this suggestion, which helps any man 
using a hammer to leave as little mark as 
a professional cabinet maker. "Maybe old-
timers in the cabinet-making business use 
something just like this ," says Don, "but 
I didn't know about it until I figured out 
one myself and tried it. I use it a lot." 

COLOR CODING LIGHT SWITCHES 

When your park has any building in which 
there may be displays, lectures, slide pro
jection or similar interpretive activity, 
there will be switches and outlets, and 
there will be electrical cables to serve 
portable equipment. For the most efficient 
operation of lights and equipment, experi
enced personnel recommend color-coding 
and labelling all switches and cables. 

Jack V. Houston, Park Naturalist with 
the Natchez Trace Parkway suggests use of 
Permacel fiber glass reinforced tape made 
by Johnson & Johnson for the labelling and 
color coding, because he has found that the 
tape sticks more easily to rough painted 
surfaces and brick than regular cellophane 
tapes do. He strips off the central portion 
of the fiber glass to leave a transparent 
area under which he can place spots or 
strips of colored paper or labels. (He says 
that stripping the fiber glass reinforce
ment off is a little hard to start but once 
started moves quickly and easily, so he 
prepares several feet at a time, storing 
the surplus by winding it on an ink bottle 
or similar surface.) 

"Color-coded light switches are parti
cularly handy where several people have 
occasion to turn lights on and off," Jack 
writes. "Rather than having to read the 
printed chart, which is left in place in 
case of need, one can refer to the color 
code and simply move such switches as 
bear the proper color. We assigned colors 
to functions, such as 'exhibit case illumi
nation', 'audio-visualequipment', 'outdoor 
lights'. An additional color by some 
switches indicates that they are to be 
turned on every day or every night." 

The protected labels for cords are used 
on projector remote control cords, power 
cords, and speaker cords to keep them 
from getting mixed up and placed in the 
wrong case or cupboard. These protected 
labels are more durable and neater look
ing than tags tied on with string. 

outside, the photocell closes the switch, 
thus turning on the light, and with the com
ing of daylight, turns it off. 

Franklyn says the system is available 
from Sears Roebuck and many other sup
pliers. 

EASIER POWER CHAIN SAW STARTING 

Fouled spark plugs and hard starting 
chain saws caused some sparks of temper 
around Lake ShetekState Park, Minnesota, 
reports C. H. Determan, Superintendent, 
until he and his staff did some experiment
ing. Now they use hi-test gas (non-leaded) 
and a good grade of non-detergent oil for 
fuel to avoid plug fouling. They have altered 
the spark plugs by cutting off one sixteenth 
inch of the gap element, creating a heavier 
spark flash to the plug electrode and insur
ing more positive firing of the gas mixture. 
More spark in the plugs and less in the 
tempersi 

GREASELESS, SMOKELESS 
PANCAKE GRILLING 

It isn't often that GRIST gets into com
petition with LADIES HOME JOURNAL or 
GOOD HOUSEKEEPING, but here's an idea 
that would be just as useful for a smart 
housewife as it is for the camper cooking 
on a park grill: Elmer J. Pool's system 
for grilling pancakes or hotcakes with 
almost no grease and almost no smoke. 

Elmer, who is Monument Supervisor, 
Shasta State Historical Monument, Cali
fornia, uses a very light coating of grease 
on the griddle for his first batch of pan
cakes. Then he cuts a raw potato in half, 
and from one half he peels the skin back 
about half an inch all around the cut. 
Then instead of using grease, he rubs 
the griddle well with the raw potato be
fore each new batch is cooked. After the 
potato has been used for several rubbings, 
a thin layer is sliced off the raw surface. 

Elmer guarantees the cakes won't stick, 
smoke, or add to your cholesterol count, 
and will be a beautiful golden brown. 

RANGER 'RED' sez:-

LIGHT WATCHMAN 

Since they can't hang out the moon every 
night at Craters of the Moon National 
Monument, Franklyn N. Hambly, Chief 
Park Naturalist reports that they make use 
of an automatic "light watchman". 

Preservation is not an enemy of 
progress—it IS progress. 

—Conrad L. Wirth 

A photocell which operates on the same 
principal as the photocell of a camera is 
used to close and open the night light con
trol switch. When it becomes dark enough 

"When yer ready ta give up yer 
vices, yer vices have jist about 
given YOU up!" 

Jim Burnett & IBL 


