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Commentary 

BIG MINDS — AND LITTLE 

The history of commerce is replete 
with instances of men who rose from 
humble beginnings to a commanding lead 
in their chosen field. We venture to say 
that there are more of this kind than 
there are of those who were born with 
silver spoons in their mouths, so to speak. 
It is as though they were purposely placed 
in the back of the pack in order to get a 
good running start, and in order that their 
self-induced momentum carry them far 
out in the lead. 

These self-made leaders generally have 
several characteristics which set them 
apart from other men. First, they are 
realists; a lot of life has brushed off on 
them on their way to the top. Second, they 
understand human frailties and are toler
ant of the weaknesses in others. Third, 
while they are stern in their dealings with 
others, they are often much more stern 
with themselves in establishing standards 
and imposing self-discipline. Fourth, they 
are usually easy to meet and talk with for 
they have mastered the art of at least 
receiving, if not always accepting, the 
other fellow's point of view. Fifth, they 
are generally charitable in word and deed 
and thought. And finally, they have learned 
to pace themselves—to do that which they 
alone are in a position to do, and that 
which they can best do. They never allow 
themselves to be put in a position of being 
all things to all men; they have the grace 
and good judgment to repose confidence in 
subordinates, in the manner of it being a 
favor, and in so doing expect of them the 
very best performance possible. By this 
means they are usually not disappointed. 

They lead; they do not push nor do they 
substitute themselves for others. They do 
not prostitute themselves for the sake of 
expediency nor in the mistaken belief that 
they can do everything better. 

They are leaders. 
How different are they than those who 

must check every figure, add every 
column, cross every Y and dot every i'; 
different, in fact from those who live with 
a compulsion to do the other fellow's work 
because they—and they alone—believe they 

can do it better or faster. That type can
not see the forest for they see only the 
trees in the foreground. They see only 
the little things because they have the 
little minds, and this makes them the 
little men. 

When you've hung onto this spinning 
globe of ours long enough, you begin to 
realize that the values you placed on some
thing last year have depreciated into 
something else. A truth then is not neces
sarily a truth now—with one noteworthy 
exception: leadership. 

To be a leader among men requires 
understanding, circumspection, temper
ance, strength, sympathy, wisdom, and a 
dedicated passion for looking beyond the 
details. Oscar Wilde said: "One should 
absorb the colour of life, but one should 
never remember its details." 

The world shall long remain filled with 
those who rejoice in its details—the little 
men with little minds for little things. 

These shall not be our leaders. 
—Ira B. Lykes 

WOOD CHIPS FOR TRAILS 

Not only are wood chips free or very 
inexpensive, but they blend better than 
crushed stone with the forest surroundings 
and are easier to keep, says Vernon G. 
Sickler, Maintenanceman, Fort Clatsop 
National Memorial. 

Charles L. Peterson, Superintendent at 
Fort Clatsop, says that they have been 
using wood chips as Vernon suggested for 
more than a year and have received much 
favorable comment. 

The only cost usually is for hauling 
and spreading the chips on the trails. 
Vernon obtains his supply without cost 
from a local plywood mill, and most 
mills will give them away or charge no 
more than a few cents a load. After the 
chips are down, a light raking restores 
the appearance of the trails following 
use. Unlike crushed rock, any wood chips 
that escape the raking just blend in with 
the forest duff. 

OUTSIZE WATER CAN 

Long trips during summer months 
across wild desert areas where water is 
scarce or not available inspired Homer A. 
Robinson, District Ranger, Lake Mead 
National Recreation Area, to take a large-
sized precaution. 

Homer's pickup is now provided with a 
larger-than-usual water tank made from 
a 17-gallon galvanized "rocket propellant 
powder can" available from surplus sales 
for about $3.50. The tank is 10" x 16" 
x 2 8 " , has a 6" diameter filler opening, 
and has been fitted with a compression 
faucet. 

A 9" long piece of 1/2" iron pipe was 
brazed to the tank to one side near the 
bottom and extends through a hole in the 
sidewall of the pickup. A compression 
faucet is attached to the pipe so that it 
does not extend beyond the body line of 
the cab. A short piece of hose can be used 
on the faucet if necessary. 

A small piece of 1/2" exterior plywood 
was used as a spacer between the tank and 
the pickup sidewall. A piece of 1 1/2" 
strap iron was brazed around three sides 
of the tank and a 1/2" x 2" bolt was 
brazed to each end to be inserted through 
holes in the side of the pickup as the 
means of holding the tank securely. 
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"MONKEY FIST' 

Edward Fahey, Senior Park Manager, 
Southwest of the Colorado Game Fish and 
Parks Department thought that GRIST 
readers would be interested in learning 

about the "monkey fist". 
When there is a boat in trouble in rough 

water and there is danger of putting a 
hole in the boat hull, the "monkey fist" 
is quite handy for passing a line from 
one boat to the other. And when padded 
with rags, the "monkey fist" will not 
cut someone if hit with it. 

A knot on the end of a 'heaving line', 
the "monkey fist" can be passed to 

people who have fallen through ice, and 
a two-inch line can take a lot of pulling. 
It can also be tossed to persons stranded 
on a cliff. Ed says that with practice a 
toss of 100 feet is easy. 

Here are the three major steps in tieing 
a "monkey fist": 

1. Take four turns around your hand. 
Have the 'bitter end' or short end going 
to the left after the four turns. See first 
photograph. 

"COBRA-NOZZLE" 

An appliance called a "Cobra-Nozzle" 
can make washing the under sides of 
vehicles easier. Now you don't have to 
stand on your head with cold water running 
up your sleeves while you hose down the 
under sides of fenders to remove accumu
lated salt and other corrosive material. 
Such material must be removed often to 
prevent the start of the rusting processthat 
can eat right through to the surface if it 
isn't flushed away. 

The rigid hose attachment with its 
snake-like curve puts the powerful spray 

2. Take four turns around the first 
four turns, with the 'bitter end' again 
to the left. See photograph above. 

of water in those hard-to-reach places 
while you stand erect and relaxed. 

The nozzle costs $2.95 plus postage (it 
weighs 12 oz.), and is available from 
Sterling Sales, P.O. Box 721, Cortland, 
N.Y., 13046. 

Nothing in education is so aston
ishing as the amount of ignorance it 
accumulates in the form of inert facts. 

—Henry Adams 

SAFETY STAND FOR PROPANE TORCH 

Thomas J. Cox, Jr., Building Repair
man, Carlsbad Caverns National Park, 

made a stand for a propane torch with a 
twist of a welding rod. Tom wrapped a 
welding rod around the burner tube and 
spread the ends of the rod as shown in 
the photograph. This simple stand keeps 
the torch pointed up. Besides being a 
safety precaution, Tom's stand holds the 
torch steady so that the worker can use 
both hands while heating material over the 
flame. 

3. Now, make a basket; take four turns 
under the first four turns, and over the 
second four turns. See photograph above. 
Tighten all of the turns. Splice the end 
into the long rope just above the "monkey 
fist" as shown in last photograph. 

You now have a "monkey fist". 
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ANIMAL TRACKS MARK TRAILS 

Proving that three heads are better than 
one or even two, Jim Randall, Art Allen 
and Edwin Rothfuss of Canyonlands Na
tional Park, got theirs together to solve 
the problem of marking trails over slick 
rock. They wanted to 
make the trails easy 
to follow, yet they 
didn't want the mark
ings to mar the 
natural scene. The 
usual posts with 
signboards attached 
w e r e out of t h e 
question. 

So, tracks of native 
a n i m a l s that the 
visitor might see, 
such as deer, bobcat, 
and so on, were cut to scale in stencil 
board. Using the stencils and a touch of 
spray paint from a pressure can, the 
animal tracks were painted on the slick 
rock areas of the trail. To help identify 
the tracks at the beginning of the trails, 
Jim Randall came up with the marker 
shown above. 

FOLLOW 

BOBCAT 

TRACKS 
TO 

UPHEAVAL 
DOME 

Where long sequences of. tracks were 
needed in areas difficult to follow, the 
spacing between tracks was made to match 
the stride of the animal. 

The color used depended upon the area 
and the color of the rock to which they 
were being applied. At Canyonlands they 
found that forest green gave good con
trast on the red sandstone, as shown in 
the third photograph (bobcat) and the fourth 
photograph (deer). 

Ed tells us that the system, used on two 
trails during the past season, has brought 
many favorable comments from visitors. 

PHOTO TOUR 
CARLSBAD CAVERNS NATIONAL PARK 

Visitation to caves has increased over 
the years. Along with this increase has 
come a greater number of camera fans 
interested in returning home with 
mementos of their visit in the form of 
slides and pictures. Schedule planners at 
Carlsbad Caverns National Park have 
taken the photographer into consideration, 
a fact that may be of interest to the 
management of other caves concerned 
with visitor satisfaction and safety. 

The daily tour schedule at Carlsbad 
Caverns includes a special tour for photo
graphers which has become a successful 
and appreciated addition to visitor 
services. 

Photographers who desire to use tripods 
or flash equipment are given this separate 
tour for several reasons. First, it elim
inates a safety hazard. Before the photo 
tour was inaugurated, visitors on regular 
tours were sometimes startled and 
momentarily blinded by the sudden light 
of a photographer's flash, all too often 
causing them to step from the trail, 
contributing to accidents. 

Secondly, a rather close time schedule 
must necessarily be adhered to by each 
regular tour group. Time allowed for 
camera adjustments, time exposures, r e 
loading, etc., does not allow the party to 
move along at the desired pace. 

Still a third reason for a separate tour 
is that the photographer is with a much 
smaller group, all with the same purpose, 
and he may take the time necessary to get 
good pictures. 

If the visitor times his visit right, he 
may take a complete tour, then take the 
shorter photo tour at no extra charge. 

No attempt is made to advise the 
photographer on exact lens openings and 
shutter speeds because of the variety of 
cameras and film used, but a guide book 
has been assembled that will aid the 

visitor bent on good results. 
The guide book includes examples of 

pictures taken of recommended scenes. 
Data given includes distance to formation 
or scene, size of flash bulb, shutter 
speed used, aperafure opening and film 
speed index. If the photographer is using 
film of a different speed, he may inter
polate and adjust his camera accordingly. 

Two photo tours are offered daily during 
the summer months when visitation is 
greatest, one in the morning and another 
in the afternoon. 

In Reason's ear they all rejoice, 
And utter forth a glorious voice; 
For ever singing as they shine, 
"The Hand that made us is divine." 

—Addison 
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TRUCK JACK SAFETY DEVICE SAFER SKID BOARDS 

Caretaker G. Dewey Gifford, Capitol 
Reef National Monument, has designed 
a base and cap which permit safe use of 
a vehicle jack on slopes. 

As the drawing shows, the wedge base 
r ise allows for a 12 1/2% slope. The cap 
is curved to fit the vehicle axle and the 
cap base fits atop the jack. 

Franklin V. Montford of Capitol Reef 
says they made a pilot model of Dewey's 
suggested device for $9, but that by using 
lighter materials and purchasing in 
quantity the cost would be about $6.50. 
Frank says they tested it on a 6% grade 
and found it to be safe. They did not place 
blocks under the wheels as would normally 
be done, and picked up a 2 1/2-ton truck, 
both front and rear with no difficulties. 

The device could eliminate the necessity 
of having to drive on a flat to a spot where 
the vehicle could be jacked safely. 

In a park where vehicles are often used 
on slopes greater than 12 to 15%, a second 
base should be made up allowing for a 
sharper angle of rise. On such slopes, 
wheel blocking is recommended for added 
safety. 

VEHICLE MAINTENANCE 
CHECK-OFF LISTS 

From Arthur T. Wilcox, when he was 
Director-Secretary of the Metropolitan 
Park District, Akron, Ohio, came these 
two excellent shop record forms, one 
for general vehicles and one for tractors. 
The big advantage of these forms is that 
they specifically require a check-off of 
each important item. 

Art says that the time or mileage in
terval between checks for specific items 
is noted so that not all items are checked 
at each periodic weekly and monthly check 
of vehicles. & 

If the trucks you are using for trans
porting power mowers are not equipped 
with hydraulic tailgates and therefore you 
are using skid boards for loading and un

loading, this safety suggestion can help 
you. 

Howard Ross, Truck Driver, National 
Capital Region, NPS, attached ribbed 
rubber matting to skid boards to prevent 
power mowers and other equipment from 
slipping or sliding back onto the person 
loading or unloading. 

It should be noted, however, that in wet 
weather rubber on rubber can cause 
slipping. Also tears in the rubber on the 
boards could be hazardous, so the matting 
should be kept in good repair. 

. . . out of this nettle, danger, we 
pluck this flower, safety. 

—Shakespeare 

VEHICLE NO. 

LAST OIL CHANGE 
LAST FILTER CHANCE 
LAST BRAKE LINING CHECK 

NEXT OIL CHANGE DUE 
NEXT FILTER CHANGE DUE 
NEXT BRAKE LINING DUE 

1. Change oil crankcase every 2,000 mi. 
2. Change oil filter every 4,000 mi. 
3. Transmission level check. 
4. Differential level check. 
5. Steering Rear box oil level. 
6. Lubricate all grease fittings weekly. 
7. Oi1 breather filler cap - wash and dry. 
8. Hinge and catches - lubricate - wipe off excess oil. 
9. Generator - one drop of light oil. 

10. Sed iment bow1 check. 
11. Radiator - inspect for leaks. 
12. Radiator hoses - check for leaks. 
13. Coolant level and antifreeze reading. 
14. Fan and generator belt tension check. 
15. Brake pedal and adjustment. 
16. Brake lining - check every 10,000 mi. 
17. Brakes - emergency. 
18. Clutch - proper free travel adjustment and return spring. 
19. Battery - clean, tighten cable clamps and check level of fluid. 
20. Tires - check proper inflation | land abnormal wear. 
21. Wheel lugs. 
22. Front-end alignment. 
23. Lights - ALL. 
24. Turn signals. 
25. Tail gate. 
26. Glass - ALL. 
27. Visual check of complete exterior and note all repairs and paint needed. 
28. Interior check - glove compartment, back of seat, etc. 
29. Rear-view mirrors. 
30. Windshield wipers - horn. 
31, Shock absorbers and springs. 
32. Muffler tail pipe - exhaust pipe. 
33. General tightening of all bolts and nuts as needed. 
34. Universal joints. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 

REMARKS: 

List parts used on reverse side of this sheet, 
CHVECKED BY 

10-63 AREA MGR. 

MILEAGE DATE 
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A CONSTRUCTIVE HURRICANE 

Hand raking and sweeping have gone 
with the wind. Parker Sweeper Company's 
Hurricane-55 whips up a 100 mph. wind 
to suck up leaves and debris and hurl 
them 14 to 25 feet (depending on moisture 
content), piling them in windrows or a 
central gathering point. 

Hurricane-55, due to it fiber glass con
struction is lightweight and maneuver able. 
Its ground-hugging balance and extra 
large wheels assure maximum flotation 
with complete stability, minimum turf 
marking. Its size and maneuverability 
make it particularly useful in areas with 
obstacles such as trees, tombstones, and 
shrubbery. Sidewalks, drives, and paved 
areas are cleaned instantly with the high 
velocity air blast which moves dirt and 

TRACTOR NO. 1 ! 

LAST OIL CHANGE 
NEXT OIL CHANGE 
LAST OIL FILTER 
NEXT OIL FILTER 

DUE 

DUE 

1. Visual inspection. 
2. Fender, running boards and hood. 
3. Lights. 
4. ChanRe oil every 100 hours. 
5. ChanRe oil Filter every 200 hours. 
6, Check hydraulic oil levels. 
7. Check oil level - steerinR pear case (Use SAE 80). 
8. Power steering (Use only automatic transmission fluid Type A or 

Ford oil Spec. M2C41). 
9. Remove rear axle inspection plug and check oil level (Use SAE 80). 

10, Generator rear bearing - 2 or 3 drops light oil. 
11. Lubricate all grease fittings. 
12. Crankcase ventilating system - remove element and clean. 
13. Oil filter breather cap - remove and clean. 
14. Battery - clean, tighten cable clamps, add water. 
15. Remove carburetor air cleaner completely and wash thoroughly. 
16. Check tires for wear and proper inflation - Front 

- Rear 
17. Check and adjust brakes - check lining every 600 hours. 
18. Clutch - check for free travel - adjust as per manual instructions. 
19. Front wheel bearings - clean and repack every 600 hours. 
20. Check fan and generator belts - adjust to 1/2" deflection. 
21. Radiator - check coolant. 
22. Sediment Bowl - check. 
23. Spark plugs - clean and reset every 100 hours. Replace 300 hours. 

Set gap 0.025 to 0.028 iifches. 
24. Check and set breaker points every 100 hours. Set gap 0.024 to 0.026 inches. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 

REMARKS: 

List parts used on reverse side of this sheet. 
CHECKED BY_ 

AREA. MGR. 

dust. The blower has an optional hose 
attachment which makes cleaning those 
hard-to-get-at places easy: flower beds, 
ground cover, planter boxes, stairs and 
steps, window wells. It cleans bleachers 
and stadium rows and can even be used 
to provide ventilation for workmen in 
manholes and shafts. 

If an ultra-low setting is desired, the 
fan housing has holes drilled for r e 
positioning to discharge the stream at 
ground level. At this setting, the metal 
air deflector is removed and a protective 
metal wear-shoe is installed on the dis
charge chute. Conversion takes only 
minutes. 

Hurricane-55 has a 6 h.p. Briggs and 
Stratton engine, with easy-spin recoil 
starter, fiber glass fan housing, extra 
size automotive type tires, and a large 
1 1/2-gallon capacity fuel tank to allow 
more than two hours of continuous opera
tion. 

Further information is available from 
the Parker Sweeper Company, Springfield, 
Ohio. 

REMOVING BROKEN TOOL HANDLES 

For easy removal of a broken tool 
handle, cut it off square, drill a small 
hole in the upper end of the handle and 
screw in a 3/8" lag bolt. Anchor the 
lag down in a vise and tap the shovel 
off with a block of wood and a hammer 
as shown in the sketch. 

Charles Green, Park Ranger, Orton-
ville Recreation Area, Michigan makes 
this suggestion. 

Once we assuage our conscience 
by calling something a "Necessary 
evil," it begins to look more and more 
necessary, and less evil. 

—Sydney J. Harris 

10-63 
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CAMPER'S COOKING UNIT 

From the Connecticut River Valley in 
western Massachusetts, Ed Rizzotto tells 
us of an interesting adaptation of a tobacco 
barn heater (see drawing), for use as a 
sheltered cooking apparatus. Combining an 
empty 30- or 55-gallon drum, a chicken 
brooder cover (any metal hood), some 
smoke flue, and other odds and ends, 
one has a unit which can be used for cook
ing, baking, heating, plus providing a night
time campfire. Set over either a sunken 
firepit or a raised masonry block, the 
secret of its heating ability is the dif
ferent width flues, and the large area 
afforded by the drum and hood surfaces. 

COMBINED SEWAGE DISPOSAL, 
SANITARY WASHDOWN, 

AND FIRE SUPPRESSION UNIT 

This combined vacuum and pressure 
operated unit was designed for use at 
public campgrounds for toilet tank clean-
out and sanitary washdown and chemical 
recharging. The one-man-operated unit 
was ordered by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers for use at Black Butte 
Reservoir in California, and according 
to the manufacturer has had satisfactory 
reports. 

The main sewage tank is operated under 
vacuum and the sewage drawn through a 
quick-open valve into the tank, 300 gallons 
full capacity, in less than five minutes, 
using two 10'0" lengths of 2" quick-
coupled suction hose. Sewage is discharged 

out the rear of the tank either under 
pressure or by gravity. The vacuum pump 
is protected from sewage damage auto
matically. A" 100 gallon capacity tank for 
sewage* chemical additive or sanitation 
washdown is provided. The 1/4" plate 
steel 300-gallon tank, with bolted man
hole, 4" sight glass, and internal baffles, 
and the 12-gauge plate steel 100-gallon 
tank, with quick open manhole, capacity 
gauge, and drain valve, are both bolted 
to the frame. 

The engine and pump of the water 
system are completely separate from the 
vacuum pump and engine. Both engines 
are equipped with spark arrestor muf
flers, for fire safety in wooded and grassy 
areas. 

The unit also has fire suppression cap
abilities. A combination type fog and 
straight nozzle on 25'0" of hose is pro
vided on the water system which is 
designed to take suction from both the 
100-gallon and 300-gallon tanks. 

Water can be discharged directly out of 
the quick open valve for road spraying 
or through the pump for extended fire-
fighting conditions. 

Construction is heavy duty throughout. 
The unit is equipped with necessary lights 
for highway use, and a 3/4-ton pickup 
truck can tow it with ease. Further infor
mation can be obtained from the manu
facturer, Perkins Welding Works, 7620 
Folsom Blvd., Sacramento, California. 

GARBAGE CANS? WHO NEEDS THEM? 

Now you dispose of both the garbage 
and the container. The container is a 
paper bagl A very special, strong, and 
stretchy paper bay, of course. Manu
factured by the West Virginia Pulp and 
Paper Company, the bags are made from 
Clupak extensible kraft paper which is 

treated with special, wet-strength resins 
to make them weather-proof and leak 
resistant. 

Called Papercans, these bags have 
approximately twice the capacity of con-
vential garbage cans and are suitable for 
all types of garbage and refuse, even wet 

or greasy wastes, broken glass and other 
hard to handle materials. They have been 
tested and successfully used outdoors in 
rain, snow, and sub-freezing temperatures 
as well as conditions of high heat and 
humidity. 

The bag holders are constructed of 
tubular steel and stand about 43 inches 
high (see photographs). As free-standing 
mounts they can be placed on any level 
ground or they can be fitted with rubber-
tired wheels, if mobility is required. 
They can be wall mounted on any vertical 
wood, masonry, or metal surface to con
serve space. Holders are equipped with a 
rubber gasket to keep trash and odors in, 
insects and other vermin out. A cylindrical 
metal shield which covers the entire bag 
can be used in areas where stray animals 
are a problem. 

Kenneth F. Sanborn, City Manager, 
Junction City, Kansas, reports the after 
extensive tests in that city the Westvaco 
Refuse System of Papercan bags was 

adopted as a deluxe refuse removal ser 
vice at 50V a month over the regular 
service charge. After four months, about 
23 per cent of the city's customers were 
using the Papercan bags, with new users 
being added at about 50 a month. The city 
has found that the system permits an in
crease in the number of collections per 
crew member and decreases the number 
of daily trips to the dump point. Collection 
crews service more customers with less 
work. Since the bags are light, easy and 
safe to handle, medical and lost-time pay
ments due to injuries have been almost 
eliminated. The bags are always covered, 
thus reducing the breeding ground for 
flies. Spillage, unavoidable in transferring 
refuse to carry-out barrels or truck 
hoppers, is eliminated as is blowing trash 
from uncovered cans, thus making for 
neater, cleaner areas. 
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PREVENTING DAMAGE 
TO FLASHLIGHTS 

A flashlight is an indispensable piece 
of equipment for a guide at Carlsbad 
Caverns National Park—but what do you do 
with the long handled thing when you sit 
down to lunch? If you put it on a table, 
like as not it will roll off, or get knocked 
off. That could mean new bulb, new lens, 
new batteries. Besides, the dents and 
scratches spoil that shiny new look. 

Thomas J. Cox, Jr., Building Repairman 
at Carlsbad, saw the problem, pondered 
upon a solution, and then designed and 
constructed the holder shown here. 

A twofold national problem is 
how to preserve the wilderness in 
the country and get rid of the jungle 
in the cities. 

—Bill Vaughan 

CONSIDER COIN-OPERATED LOCKERS 
AS SERVICE ADJUNCT 

TO RECREATION AREAS 

Park visitors will appreciate the avail
ability of coin-operated lockers to safe
guard valuables and personal belongings 
while they enjoy your public recreational 
facilities. And the modest cost of these 
lockers can be self-liquidating. 

This suggestion is advanced by the 
American Locker Company, Inc., whose 
well-known Coin-Lok Lockers are in 
widespread daily use in recreation, camp
ing and bathing areas all over the country. 

Bathhouses for example, can be made 
completely self-service with these lock
ers, either set for coin-refund (coin r e 
turned when key is returnedjor for nickel, 

dime or quarter use. Either way the 
manned checkroom payroll is eliminated, 
with a substantial savings result. Service 
is far faster than with manual checking, 
and loss claims are virtually eliminated. 

Similarly, lockers could be used by 
camping, boating and canoeing facility 
patrons, or by picnickers who hesitate to 
leave valuables in their automobile. It 's 
an extra service that costs the park 
nothing, yet builds tremendous good will. 

The lockers are available in a variety 
of sizes and finishes—including weather
proof stainless steel—to suit the needs 
of every user. For further information 
contact: Mr. George Niden, Executive 
Vice-President, American Locker Com
pany, Inc., Jones & Gifford Avenue, 
Jamestown, New York. 

The oldest, shortest words — 
"yes" a>/d "no" are those which 
require the most thought. —Pythagoras 

IMPROVED PACK ANIMAL HARNESS 

Park Ranger Carl D. "Hap" Merryman, 
Sequoia-Kings Canyon National Parks has 
a suggestion for quick release of lead 
ropes when one in a string of pack 
animals gets into trouble or when the 
packer chooses to loose herd over a diffi
cult section of trail. 

Ordinarily a packer reaves the lead 
rope of a pack animal through the breach
ing ring of the animal in front before 
tying the lead rope around the forward 
animal's neck. This keeps the rope away 
from the animal's hooves. 

"Hap" makes a small change in the 
harness as shown in the sketch. Insert 
an ordinary harness snap onto the fore
most support of the breeching and snap 
a three-inch harness ring into the snap. 
Some harnesses have a buckle at the base 
of this strap, and a snap can easily be 
inserted on such a harness. If the support 
is riveted to the ring on top of the breech
ing strap, it is necessary to remove the 
rivets and rerivet the strap after the 
harness strap snap has been inserted. The 
lead rope can now be run through the ring 

and then tied around the lead animal's 
neck. The animal can be freed quickly by 
unsnapping the lead rope from the halter 
and the snap ring from the snap. Then, 
with no tension on the rope, it can be 
untied from the neck of the lead animal. 

This wouldn't be helpful with just a 
couple of animals, but with a string of 
six, such as a trail crew packer might 
have, it would make release of any animal 
in the string easier. 

If an animal is in serious trouble and 
threshing about it still may be best for 
the packer to use the usual method of 
cutting the lead line at the safest distance 
to prevent injury to himself. 
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VENTILATING FAN FOR 
COMFORT STATIONS 

Correction please! In the September-
October issue of GRIST a ventilating fan 
manufactured by the Ventrola Company, 
Oswosso, Michigan, was described, and it 
was indicated in the article that it had 
been tested for a year by the State of 
Michigan and then installed in all rest 
areas along Michigan highways. Because 
the wrong material was sent to GRIST 
that article was in error. The fan des
cribed there was better suited to home 
use. The Ventrola Company and GRIST 
apologize and want you to know that the 
model 7540 described below is the one 
being used by the State of Michigan for 
its park and highway comfort stations in 
areas where electricity is available. 

This model 7540 dual-intake exhaust fan 
was designed and engineered especially 
for comfort stations in highway rest areas 

A METAL PRETZEL MACHINE? 

and public parks to exhaust obnoxious 
odors from chemical toilets and to ven
tilate surrounding areas at the same 
time. 

Air is drawn through the screen grille 
and exhausted through the "Venturi" elbow 
into the main duct, as shown in the cut
away view. This action creates a suction 
on the intake end of the main duct at the 
toilet bowl, which draws additional air 
into the main exhaust stream. The unit 
is designed to remove an equal amount 
of air from Area "A" and Area " B " 

as shown in the accompanying sketch of 
the dual-intake air flow pattern. The total 
amount of air exhausted is equal to the 
sum of air entering the screen grille and 
the intake of the main duct. 

The motor is designed for continuous 
twenty-four hour-a-day operation at low 
cost, and rubber insulation between motor 
and support bracket is said to insure 
quiet vibration-free operation. 

STEEL FENCE POSTS MAKE 
GOOD SNOW MARKERS 

Highly visible snow markers are made 
from steel fence posts driven into the 
ground upside down (with the anchor plate 
at the top) out at Punderson State Park, 
Newbury, Ohio. Park Manager H. Roger 
Hamilton says they paint the part of the 

posts toward the ground green. The anchor 
plate and the post four inches below it are 
painted with fluorescent yellow-orange 
alkyd enamel. The post above the anchor 
plate is painted bright yellow. Other colors 
could be used, of course, but Roger says 
these show up very well during the day and 
in the headlights of the snow plow truck at 
night. 

The markers are set about 100 to 200 
feet apart on the straightaway and about 
three feet from the road berm. On curves 
the posts are placed closer together. 

RANGER 'RED' sez:-

"That diploma on the wall don't 
mean very much if ya can't back it 
up with brains." 

Jim Burnett & IBL 

Do you have park areas requiring a 
lot of pipe bending? Is there a walk 
or stairway needing a pipe railing? Are 

you constructing 
any pipe gates or 
road barriers or 
playground d e 
vices? 

If you answer 
"yes" to any of 
these questions or 
if you do any work 
with pipe includ
ing r e g u l a r 
plumbing and con
duit installation, 
Ed R i z z o t t o , 
student assistant 
from the Univer
sity of Massachu
setts, suggests 

the tool for your shop or facility. The 
Greenlee Lightweight Model 880 Hy
draulic Pipe Bender, a unit which is 
compact and portable, weighing approx
imately 60 pounds, the weight varying 
according to the attachments. Powered by 
either manual- or electric-hydraulic 
pump, this versatile rig develops 15 tons 
force and is suitable for pipe sizes from 
1/2 to 2 inches. Among the attachments 
is one useful for opening 55 gallon drums, 
converting them to their popular form, the 
park trash barrel. The bender, with model 
755 manual pump and either the 1 1/2" 
or 2" bending shoe, sells for about $280. 
All instructions and tables are included. 

For further information contact the 
Greenlee Tool Company, 2136 Twelfth 
Street, Rockford, Illinois, 61101, or their 
agent in Washington; Brock Tool Inc., 
5331 Georgia Avenue, N. W., Washing
ton, D.C. _̂ 


