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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
POLICY ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

This policy on environmental quality was adopted on December 
1, 1967, by the California State Board of Public Health. The 
Board has strongly recommended that this policy be used to 
guide the activities and efforts of the State Department of 
Public Health and local health departments in their pursuit of 
the preservation, restoration and promotion of the highest 
environmental quality attainable. 

WHEREAS, population growth, with heightened population density, 
rapid advances in technology, the increasing urbanization of the United 
States, changes in living patterns for many of our citizens —all have 
effects on the environment —most of them adverse; and 

WHEREAS, in California, as elsewhere, environmental quality has 
been reduced far below the pleasing and enjoyable levels that many of 
our citizens remember; and 

WHEREAS, public and private agencies, concerned citizen organiza
tions, and countless individuals remember and are stirred by the past 
and projected inroads on multiple aspects of environmental quality, and 
in many cases they have acted; and 

WHEREAS, this Board, the State Department of Public Health, and 
those responsible for public health have long been concerned with the 
quality of the environment, and much of the basis of modern public 
health began in the movement to abate unsanitary conditions responsible 
for death and disease consequent to impure food and water and inadequate 
sanitation systems; and 

WHEREAS, this Board has acted often to safeguard the public health 
by regulations which promote safe water, pure food and drugs, clean air 
and wholesome places of work, recreation and living; and 

WHEREAS, such actions, although important in achieving a safe and 
disease-free environment, are not sufficient as new problems and new 
variations on old problems are continually arising, and the expectations 
of our citizens are, quite properly, rising as knowledge and affluence 
increase, and 

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Health Planning Act of 1966, Public 
Law 89-749, states as a policy goal the achievement of "an environment 
which contributes positively to health," and this Board wholeheartedly 
endorses that goal in the interest of public health; and 

WHEREAS, all public health agencies, including this Board, must be 
concerned with promoting the highest attainable environmental quality 
including healthful housing, community noise control, accident preven-
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tion, adequate and diversified places of recreation, open space, control 
of the adverse effects of crowding, and aesthetic values as important 
problems that must be dealt with more adequately than is now generally 
the case if we are to have an environment which contributes positively 
to health; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the preservation, restoration and promotion of the 
highest environmental quality attainable constitute the policy to be 
followed in the subsequent discharge of the regulatory, advisory, and 
leadership responsibilities and functions of the California State Board 
of Public Health; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that this Board strongly recommends and urges that 
this policy guide the activities and efforts of the staff of the State Depart
ment of Public Health, and that of local health departments. 

Adopted: December 1, 1967 


