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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
POLICY ON WATER QUALITY OF MOUNTAIN STREAMS, 

LAKES, AND RESERVOIRS 

Adopted on December 1, 1967, the California State Board of 
Public Health established policy on water quality of mountain 
streams, lakes, and reservoirs . The Board urges other agencies 
with water quality regulatory responsibilities to adopt similar 
standards to insure high water quality. 

WHEREAS, California's topography, climate, and population distribu
tion provide a valued resource in the multiple beneficial uses for 
domestic water supplies, recreation—including water-contact sports — 
fish and wildlife propagation, aesthetic values, and water for irrigation 
provided by the mountain streams, lakes and reservoirs; and 

WHEREAS, these values have been recognized by many official 
agencies and interested citizens with whom this Board joins for the con
tinuing protection of the present high water quality; and 

WHEREAS, present and projected increasing land use on and near these 
streams, lakes, and reservoirs threaten this high water quality, and 
vigilance is necessary if degradation is to be prevented; and 

WHEREAS, at present poorly planned developments and improperly 
controlled sewage effluents in areas adjacent to these streams represent 
serious threats to a presently high quality water and will change the 
ecology of the receiving waters leading to the loss of beneficial uses 
now enjoyed; and 

WHEREAS, the California Conference of Local Health Officers and 
the California Conference of Directors of Sanitation in 1967 adopted 
the following Position Statement: 

"that such mountain waters as yet unsullied by sewage waste 
discharges be protected from degradation by direct sewage dis
charges and that in such areas sewage disposal be confined 
entirely to land disposal; and that the State Department of Public 
Health, with local health departments, accept this as a principal 
guide in their recommendations to Water Quality Control 
Boards." 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT 

RESOLVED, it is the policy of this Board to protect the beneficial 
uses of mountain streams, lakes, and reservoirs of this State within 
the authority, promotional powers and responsiblities conferred upon it. 

Specifically, the Board sets as goals for action by appropriate public 
and private entities in California the following: 
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1. No direct discharge of waste waters of sewage origin into 
mountain streams, lakes and reservoirs is necessary, and 
none should be permitted. 

2. Land use planning in areas adjacent to these mountain 
waters should be used to control developments within the 
limits of adjacent areas to receive and properly handle 
sewage wastes and should include plans for adequate and 
reliable sewage treatment and land disposal capable of 
meeting all future demands. 

3. All responsible agencies should act to assure continuous 
safe and satisfactory operation of sewage treatment facili
ties constructed adjacent to or in any way threatening the 
quality of mountain waters. 

It is recommended by this Board that all official agencies with water 
quality regulatory responsibilities adopt similar policies with regard 
to the mountain streams, lakes, and reservoirs, and continually review 
their regulatory authority in keeping with changes that require new 
approaches to these problems. 

Copies of this policy statement shall be transmitted to the Regional 
Water Quality Control Boards, the State Water Resources Control Board, 
County Boards of Supervisors, County Planning Agencies, local health 
departments, the Resources Agency and the State Departments of Fish 
and Game, Water Resources, Conservation and Agriculture. 

Adopted: December 1, 1967 


