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THE RECREATION POLICY OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

from the informative booklet "Recreation Policy of the State 
of California", 1962. Based upon a study completed in early 
1961, the California Public Outdoor Recreation Plan recom
mended that a state recreation policy be adopted. In the preface 
to the booklet, Governor Edmund G. Brown stated his intention 
to use the recommendations wherever possible to foster a new 
and progressive program in the field of public reation. 

Recreation is a necessity to the mental and physical well-being of all 
the people and to the culture and economy of the State of California. 
Provision of recreation opportunities by government, therefore, is an 
obligation equal in importance to that of providing other governmental 
services. At present, many of the government programs are directed 
toward problems of juvenile delinquency, enforcement of laws, and 
helping the underprivileged. A positive program of government to in
crease the enjoyable and productive use of growing leisure will improve 
the moral tone of our society and minimize spending defensively on 
programs to solve social problems resulting from lack of recreation 
opportunities. 

To: 
1. Provide a variety of recreation opportunities for all population 

groups. 
2. Recognize the human values of the many activities which com

prise the field of recreation in its broadest range. In meeting total 
public recreation requirements, there shall be provided a wide 
variety of activities: physical and mental, directed and voluntary, 
in group or solitary situations, and in developed as well as natural 
areas. 

3. Increase recreation opportunities commensurate with the growth 
in need, which shall include but not be limited to: 
a. Protection of existing and needed open spaces for appreciation, 

use and enjoyment of California's scenic landscape, itscoastline, 
mountains, valleys, and deserts. 

b. Acquisition of adequate land to accommodate facilities for out
door recreation. 

c. Preservation, for public enjoyment and eduction, of essential 
areas and structures that are examples of the six basic periods 
of California's colorful history. 

d. Development of a state system of scenic roads* to enhance rec 
reational travel and sightseeing. 

e. Encouragement of urban-type recreation and cultural activities 
such as festivals and fairs, music, dance, drama, art, and sports. 

f. Expansion of facilities for camping, picnicking and lodging in 
recreational areas and along routes of travel. 

*A study is 50% completed and, by authority of the Legislature (Senate 
Concurrent Resolution 39, adopted at 1961 General Session), will be 
given further consideration in the 1963 Session. 
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g. Provision of more trails for horseback riding, hiking and bi
cycling. 

h. Development of more land and water facilities for recreational 
boating, fishing and hunting. 

i. Increase of facilities for winter sports and snow play areas. 
j . Development, to the fullest degree possible, of all the recreational 

opportunities available under the California Water Plan. 
4. Accelerate the programs to supply those recreation areas, facilities 

and opportunities which are clearly the responsibility of the State 
in meeting growing needs. 

5. Assume new leadership in encouraging all agencies of government, 
voluntary and commercial organizations, and citizen recreation in
terest groups to work cooperatively and in a coordinated manner 
to meet total recreation needs. 


