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NEWSLETTER

WALNUT CREEK RESERVE OFFICERS TAKE TO THE PARKS ON BIKES

area for public recreational use
and a 13-mile bicycle and jog-

areas other than parking lots re-
quired foot palrol, which was

Previous police programs lo

B ‘“hard-lo-reach” areas have In-

P eane = - Cluded an off-road motorcycle
b "ﬂz program and a mounled horse
“1 patrol. While both programs
e have been successiul, they are
€./ | only being used on alimiled ba-
 sisdue lorelated program costs.
a1 16 UicyTiS pairol hias provided
§ an addilional support to meel

the needs of these areas.
Reserve police officers ride
the 15-speed bicycles in pairs.
The mountain bicycles were
chosenfor this programover tra-
8_ditional 10-speeds for their com-
fort, traction, ease of control and
durabilily. The tire design de-
P *. creases [lats due to road haz-
. ards and unpaved surlaces.

' The bicycles have been

In June, the Walnut Creek Po-

parks, 2400 acres ol open space
ging trail system. Access to~
neither efficient nor cost effec-

! tive. - :

enhance police presence in the

lice Reserve Officers began a
new patrol program for parks
and frail areas using specially
equipped mountain bicycles.
Stalfed by volunteer ollicers,
this program Is in effect during
both daylime and evening
hours, with special emphasis on

weekends,

The policing of communily
parks, open spaces and recre-
alional trails by traditional patrol
procedures has been proble-
matic. Walnul Creek has nine
City-maintained community

equipped with water bollles,
portable radios, and hand mi-
crophones, rear racks with car-
rying bags, and a baton holder.
First aid and miscellaneous
small equipment ilems are
stored in the carrying bag. The
cosl of each equipped bicycle
(without the radio) is about
$400.

The officer's uniform includes
a salely helme, cotton pullover
shirt, riding shorts, tennis shoes,
and a duly bell with a badge.
The officer’s name is on the right

: pockel ol the shirt, the City decal

isonthe left pocket, and 2'/;"tall
“POLICE" lettering appears on
the back. The uniform is black

with white Ieﬁerln;‘.
Ollicers now palrol the parks

to enforce such things as park-
ing and liquor violations. Trails
adjacenl lo residential areas are
palrolled for burglary prevention
and maintenance of salely lor
bicyclists and joggers. .
In addition to park and trail pa-
iroi, ihe bikes have been used
by regular police officers during
evening hours for undercover
patrol work in high crime areas.
Theyarelaslerthanacarincon- -
gesled areas and are not rec-
ognized as a normal mode of
police transporlalion. Several
enforcement actions have al-
ready been greatly enhanced by
the quietness, speed and ma-
neuverabilily of these bicycles.
Park and Irail users who are
Initially surprised to be sharing
the space with bike-riding police
officers, have expressed strong
approval of the program. Bolh
officers and cilizens appreciale
the one-lo-one conlact thal the
bicycles produce. And the par-
licipating oflicers also enjoy the
exercise they gel riding through
the b2 autiful Walnut Creek park
and trail system, e

(Walnut Creek City News; Reprinted by Permission of Sgt. Ross S. Sutton, WCPD)
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS:  Jeff Ohifs has just received a permanent appointment with the Federal.
Government. He will be working for the U. 5. Department of Agriculture, Office of Inspector General,
gssigned to the San Francisco Field Office. He hopes to turn this into & job with NPS soon.

David Lucchesi has left Los Gatos City Parks for a job with the Utah State Parks.
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Are you an active member=
The kind that would be missed?
Or are you jJust contented
That your name is on the list?
Do you attend the conferences
And mingle with the flock?
Or do you stay at home
To oriticize and knock?
) Do you take an active part
To help the assoclation along?
. Or are you satisfied
To only just belong?
When the busineas
session comes around
. Do you pretend to be siock?
And leave the work to just a few
Then talk about the 'Clique'?
Think thls over member,
"You know right from wrong, .
, Are you an aotive member, _
Or do you just belong?. B
(8ignpost, Daniel Boone Gouncil, Boy dcouts of America)

- QUESTION? All members wanting to see job information in the

Signpost should make their names known to the Editor (13923
Malcolm Avenue, Saratoga, CA 95070) ’

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY.eee

Hot - 8prings National Reserve oreated
: April 20, 1832 .
John MUIR born April 21, 18
Arbor Day, April 24, . -
Eastern National Parks & Monuments
Cooperative Association incorp-
orated May 2, 1948 .
Orater Lake National Park oreated
" May 22, 1902 '
Bierra Club founded May 28, 1892

-

' LETTERS T0 THE EDITORS

Ms. Laurie Smith of the Coalition to Breserve Our City

R Parks (Los Angeles) contacted PRAG through Do ce regard
-.8 plea for assistance. It seems that tﬁg 1A gtm g

y Parks System
has about 350 parks, which total 15,000 acres and only 22 Park
Rangers to cover it all. Law Enforcement problems have gptten
way out of contrpl as a resulte

" PRAO's policy has been to support efforts for Parks
Departments throughout the atate to become professionalized

for the benefit of both the rangers and especially the publice .

FRAC responded with a resolution (enclosed) which stated

. PRAC's support-of safe parks and adequate staffing to the
. Commissioners of the Department of Parks and Recreation and -

this resulted in the Commissioners egreeing to put in budget
requests for 20 additlonal Park Rangers. FPRAC has offered
continued support to the LA Olty Parks S8ystem as they atruggle
for further measures such as proper training and equipment for
thelr rangers in order to make their parks the safe recreational

John Ramiresz
' President, FRAC
Editor's Note: The San Jose Oity Council voted 10=0 on
February 19, 1985 against allowing the city's 19 park rangexrs
to carry firearms. The council moved for increased "police

.areas that they once weree

‘presence" in the oity's parkse

The counoclil diregted the rangers "to concentrate

" more on nature and less on police work."

"Seventeen of the 19 park rangers want to carry
sldearms because, they say, they are constantly confronted with
dangerous situations while patrolling city parks. However, the
police department and the oity manager's office.,oppose their
request.”’ (3an Jose News, 2/‘2’!0/85) : ¢
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December 1, 198l

- 0ffice of the Mayor
City of Los Angeles

Honorable Mre.

Mayor:

The Park Rangers Association of California, an organization

of municipal,

county, regional,. state and federal park rangers,

has passed the. following resolution.

Whereas,

Whereas,

whereas,

Citys and counties of’ tha State of Cdalifornia are
experiencing an alarming rate of orimo in their

parks and,

the public who pay for parks should be -able to safely
use them and,

park rangers, because of the unusual nature of
their job that includes both protecting the park -

_".resource a8 well as’ the viaiting public and,

'~ whereas,

. whereas,

police agencies are strapped with lack of funds with '
few officers to handle park problems: and,

Folice agencies place a low priority on park law

- enforcement,

Be it resolved,

That the Park Rangers Association of California
actively supports the concept of a ranger force
for the city of Los Angeles that will exhibit

a high degree of professionalism, and that the
City of Los Angeles consider the role of the park
ranger to be one that includes both visitor
protection and education and-

be it further resolved

!Q

That the Park Rangers Association of California
urges the City of Los Angeles to see that every
ranger be trained and equipped to adeguately

protect tPe visitor.
%aﬁlég“‘ii‘ ggcunAUUbé |
~ Presliden
Dec. 14 1984
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PARK PROFESSIONALISM THROUGH UNITY.






