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1993 Santa Clara Conference
Plannin~y Update
Janet McGowan,

1993 Conference Choir

As you all know, our next Joint Annual Conference will
be held at the Santa Clara Biltmore, March 4-7, 1993.
Planning is well underway and I thought you might like
to hear about what we have tentatively arranged. In this
first article, I'll be telling you about all the non-educational things that will be happening. In future articles
our Track Chairs, (Interpretation, Operations, Resource
Management, and Student classes), will be filling you in
on all the sessions they have lined up.

First Things First
Before I begin, I want to point out that we are trying very
hard to get as many things as possible donated, (food,
drinks, prizes, etc.). This will help us keep the costs
down, while still offering the best possible experience to
all of our conference attendees. If you know of any company and/or individual who would be willing to
contribute cash and/or prizes, please give Kathy
Satterlee a call at (408) 277-4539.

Raffles Galore!
There will be three (yes 3!) raftles held during this conference. The first one is FREE. All you have to do is
visit every vendor booth at the conference. They will
stamp your card, which also doubles as your raftle ticket.
Once you have gotten your card completely stamped, you
turn it in and are automatically entered in the drawing.
I'd like to encourage everyone to participate in this raftle.
Our vendors pay good money to our organization to be
able to show off their goods. Let's make them feel welcome, and maybe win a great prize at the same time.
The next raftle will take place during Casino Night (Friday night), see below. Tickets for the main raffle will be
sold throughout pre-registration, registration and at the
conference. These prizes will be given away the night of
the Banquet.

Schedule of Doily Events
The first day of the conference, Thursday March 4, we
will be holding a reception. Ira BIetz has indicated that
he may be available to give his world famous "Beer
Tasting"! I've heard this is not to be missed.
Friday opens up with the Keynote Speaker at 8:00 am.
We have some great names submitted and I am optimistic that this will be a great opening to the conference.
Also on Friday, there will be a luncheon served at the
hotel. This is a good place to socialize with people from
other agencies, so I hope you can all fmd some extra
money in your pocket to be able to attend.
As soon as the sessions are over on Friday, we will be
holding a 5K Fun Run. Prizes are being donated. I don't
have the exact list yet, but I know that the Donations
Committee is not thinking small! "'IDumust register
separately for the 5K, but your registration fee includes a
free T-shirt.

Continued on Page 3.
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Conference News
(Continued from Page 1.)

Friday ends with what I think will
be the most fun of the entire conference-Casino
Night. We are
working hard to keep our costs way
down on this event, that way we can
pass our savings on to you.
Essentially, we will have Blackjack
Tables, a Roulette Wheel and a
Craps Table available for you enjoyment. Everyone will get some free
chips as part of their conference
registration, so don't be shy. In
addition, we will be providing food,
drinks and a D. J., so even if you
don't gamble you can come and have
a great time. The Casino Night raffle
works this way. "Thubuy chips to
gamble with, when the casino closes
you turn in all the chips you have
won for the raffle tickets. (If you
don't gamble, you can buy raffle
tickets.) Once again, the Donations
Committee is thinking BIG! There
should be great prizes up for grabs.
On Saturday we will have vehicle
displays from 8:00 AM until 1:00
PM. This has been a popular event

in the past, so it's back by popular
demand. Saturday night has been
set aside for the traditional Banquet
and Awards Ceremony. The main
raffle prizes will be drawn during
the Banquet. The best Grand Prize
has been reserved for this raffle.
Make sure you order plenty of
tickets.

Sunday is the last day of the conference. There will be a special
roundtable discussion on Sunday
morning where we will be discussing
the use of concessionaires in parks.
The Closing Speaker is scheduled for
10:30 AM to noon. After lunch we
will be hosting the traditional Golf
Tournament. Not quite so traditional, there will be a Shooting Contest,
(probably a combat range), to be held
at a nearby rifle range. Prizes for
both of these events are also being
donated.
So, there you have it! It's a lot to fit
into four days. Be sure get plenty of
rest beforehand. As you can see, the
Local Host Committee will be very
busy. They are responsible for

hosting
the registration
table,
marking the Fun Run course; introducing speakers. They will also be
handing out and getting back
session critique forms; decorations
for Casino Night and the Banquet;
and a million other things. We need
help. If you live in the local area,
you can call Raleigh Young at (408)
867-0410.
It's not too late for you to get your
ideas in to us. What do you think we
should include in the 1993's Conference?
What
do
think about
what we've
alre
ady
started?
Please feel
free to give
me a call if
you'd like to
discuss it. I
can
be rC>-...Q.,....::::>::I..--,_~
reached at:
(408)
277-5130.

Moreno Valley Park Rangers
by
l. Lawrence Baird, Moreno Valley Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee
We all have our pet peeves and one of mine is various
government agencies not working together and often
working against one another. I am pleased to announce
that I have found just the opposite in the pending development of the Moreno Valley City Park Ranger program.
It has been over two years from the original idea of City
Park Rangers in Moreno Valley to the present point.
My intent here is to thank those from other organizations who have helped our recruiting effort and brag a
bit about, the Orange County Park Ranger Reserve
Program.
Soliciting applications from the general public is required but seldom brings qualified applications so we
asked for help and received it in abundance.
Park Rangers Association of California supplied the
membership list that brought a good amount of
3

applicants. Orange County Department of Harbors,
Beaches and Parks bent over backward for us. They sent
copies of our request for applications to all parks, put the
information on the inner-park computer network and
published the job openings in the Reserve Ranger newsletter. The results were outstanding! The City of Moreno
Valley received over 300 applications. The top 16 were
selected for the first interview. Of those 16, more then
one third were graduates of the Orange County Park
Ranger Academy. The next phase will be the fmal interview and I have just learned that three out of the top four
are also present or former Orange County Park Ranger
Reserves.
I'm sure that I speak for Moreno Valley Parks & Recreation Department in extending our thanks to all those
who extended a helping hand in our recruiting process.
Other agencies and organizations would do well to learn
from this example.
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Oaks-The National Tree
by Dabney Smith
Park Ranger, Santa Clara County
In
1990 the
National
Tree
Committee of the international Society of Arbor-culture selected the
Oak as the National Tree of the
United States, Even with this status, Oaks are threatened as habitats
are lost to agriculture, grazing,
woodcutting, flood control and urbanization. There are eleven species
of true oaks found in California.
Four of these can be found here at
Uvas Canyon Park.
In Uvas Canyon Park, scrub oak
(quercus dumosa) can be found intermingled with chamise, sage and
manzanita in the dryer northwest
portion of the park. The twigs and
branches of the scrub oak are strong
and leathery. If people to try to force
their way through a heavy stand of
scrub oak, they will suffer from deep
and
painful
scratches.
Early
Spanish speaking settles gave the
name "chapparo" to the scrub oak.
Cowboys developed leather "chaps"
to protect their legs when riding
through it. The plant community favored by the scrub oak is called
chaparral.
Canyon live oak (Quercus chrysolepsis) has many folk names: maul,
golden-cup, iron, hickory, goldleaf,
California mountain or Spanish live
oak. Canyon live oak heads the list

because cool rocky canyons like
Uvas are what it loves the best. The
color of the foliage is one ofthe great
beauties of this oak. The leaves are
bright yellow-green above, and on
the underside are covered with a
yellow fuzz, hence the name "goldenleaf." The wood is strong and
shock resistant. Loggers, from the
last century in Uvas Canyon, used
this oak for the slugs or buck-pointed wedges with iron rimmed heads
for splitting redwood ties. In the
days of wooden ships, canyon live
oak was used for compass timber.
Carriage makers sought out the
wood as unsurpassed as a fuel wood
in caloric (heat) value.
The botanical history of the coast
live oak (Quercus agrifolia) indicates
that it was the first tree specimen
from California to be taken to Europe. The first and only scientific
reconnaissance the Spanish government made in California was the
1791 Malaspina Expedition. Botanists of the expedition described the
coast live oak and called it "encina"
because it resembled oaks of the
Mediterranean world. The Spanish
also associated the tree with properties of fertility. These trees where
found to be desirable around locations for houses. Franciscan
fathers followed this theory and
founded missions in the
narrow chaparral belt and
coastal areas of California
from
San
Francisco,
south. Although coast live
oak has a strong hard
wood, it was never exploited as a timber tree.
This is because it has an
eccentric growth pattern,
causing a shortness of the
main trunk and frequent
branching near the base.
Only the canyon live oak
surpasses the coast live
oak for heat value as fire-

wood. Because ofthe high fuel value,
the wood of the coast live oak was in
great demand in the days of sailing
ships. Spanish Californians, in response to tempting prices offered by
sailing vessels, cut considerable
quantities of this oak along the
coast. As early as 1859, in Santa
Barbara, the city council levied a tax
for the benefit of the city treasury on
the countless wagon loads of oak
wood that went to the sailing ships.
Having lost its original oak groves,
Santa Barbara has been replanted
by non-native trees. The same story
can be told for other California cities
up and down the coast. Also with
creeping urbanization of California
comes the practice of diverting
streams, laying drainage pipes, and
lowering water tables by sinking
wells. These acts have all combined
to strike, literally, at the roots of the
live oak's life. In no other part ofthe
United States are population and
building increasing so rapidly as in
the range of the coast live oak.
Unless recognized by homeowners,
developers, real estate agents and
city councils, that every oak is a
precious asset, the future of this tree
is dark.
California
black oak (Quercus
kelloggii) is also known as the
Kellogg or mountain black oak. This
oak is named for its dark, checked
and furrowed bark. Although named
for its bark, the tree is better for its
vivid foliage! When the tree leafs out
in the spring, the unfolding leaves
are bright pink or crimson. Mature
leaves turn a bright glossy green.
Finally, before they drop in the autumn' California black oak leaves
turns a brilliant orange-yellow. The
black oak leaves are larger than
most other native oaks-they grow
up to ten inches long and are
jaggedly lobed with veins running
out beyond the leaf margins as fine
bristles. The wood is strong, but
Continued on page 5.
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Biking It!
By

Chris George

Recently the City of Anaheim has
incorporated into its Park Ranger
Program, a bike patrol unit. This
unit is designed to patrol certain key
downtown parks that are currently
being overwhelmed with gang and
drug problems.
The bike unit's primary responsibility is to promote public relations
with park patrons. The two person
team gives a personal touch to answering questions about the city's
parks and facilities. They may also
be called upon if needed, to administer first aid or CPR in a medical
emergency.
However, the bike units second responsibility is to act a "visual"
deterrent against the negative elements that may also be using the
parks. Since Anaheim Park Rangers
are non-sworn officers, they must
depend on the city's police force to do
any enforcement. If the bike team
meets any criminal activities that go

Oaks-The National Tree
(Continued from poge 5.)

heavy and not long lasting.
Ranchers in the eastern part of California cut it for fencing and burn it
for household fuel. Though of poor
wood quality, it is in demand, with
the rising price of lumber making
black oak commercially valuable.
Modern milling, combining air and
kiln drying has turned out some fair
quality lumber.
Tanbark or tan oak (Lithocarus
densiflora) botanically falls between
the Chinquapins and the Oaks, in
the Beech Family. The tan oak resemble the true oaks because they
have acorns, but the tan oak nut is
surrounded at the base by a cup with
long recurved scales. This gives the
cup a burr-like appearance like
beechnuts. The tan oak is consistently found in the redwood belt of
5

beyond the normal minor advisement, the leader of the unit can
contact the police directly through a
portable hand held radio. The situation is turned over to the police
upon their arrival. They symbiotic
relationship between the police and
rangers has led to a great success for
the program.
The park rangers who participate in
the unit, take great pride in their
work. The teams that ride, wear a
specialized uniform and ride identical mountain
bikes
which
were partially
donated by a
local bike dealer. The unit
carries
bike
bags mounted
on the back of
the bikes, that If::---=::'-:
contain first aid
and CPR equipment, and con-

the California coast. This tree was
cut in great quantities, about the
time of the California Gold Rush, for
the tannin in its bark. Tannic acid
was used to process leather, Peeling
the tree of its bark was done in the
summer when the sap was flowing
in the trees. Bark was peeled in four
foot slabs, after the tree was cut. The
slabs were left to dry for a month,
then stored in sheds to finish drying.
It was then ground to pulp and
placed in huge vats ten or twelve
feet square. Here the pulp was
boiled to extract the tannic acid. The
extract was stored in barrels and
shipped to such places as Benicia
and Redwood City where it was use
to tan leather. Now, tanning materials can be imported for less then
the cost of hauling bark out of the
woods. This is just as well, for the
methods used by bark peelers were
very wasteful. Wood from the tan
oak has been used for a variety of

densed specialized report forms that
can be neatly stored away. Each bike
is brightly marked so that easy
identification can be made.
Anyone interested in learning more
about the Anaheim Park Ranger
Bike Unit, is invited to write or call
for more information at the address
below.
Anaheim City Park Ranger Program
Bike Patrol Unit
200 S. Anaheim Blvd.
Anaheim, CA 92805
(714) 254-5226

lumber products: flooring, paneling,
veneer, plywood, pallets, boat parts,
pulp, railroad ties, decking, fuelwood, and mine timbers.
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A Tribute to Dedicated "Parkie"
William Penn Mott, Jr., passed away in Orinda, CA on
September 21, 1992, after a battle with pneumonia. He
was 82.
A lifelong environmentalist, W.P. Mott was a landscape
architect by training. He was best known for being the
Director ofthe National Park Service from 1984 to 1988
during the Reagan administration. Before his national
appointment, Mr Mott had been the head of the California Department of Parks and Recreation from 1967 to
1975 for the then-Governor Reagan.
Even before all these high level posts, William Mott was
involved with smaller agencies. He was the general
manager for the East Bay Regional Park District and
before that Mr. Mott was the superintendent of parks for
the City of Oakland. Most recently, he was working on
such projects as the transition of the Presidio from an
Army Post to a part of the Golden Gate National
Recreation Area.
Mr. Mott is survived by his brother, Douglas Mott, and
his sons William P. Mott III, John Davis Mott and several
grandchildren. Services were held on Sunday, September
27, 1992'.r: bakland, and was well attended by many
park rang, s and other park supporters.

Park RangerAn Endangered Species
Submitted by Chris George
The following article was written by Costa Rican Ranger,
Alexis Seguar C. and appeared the "Ranger," the journal
of the Association of National Park Rangers summer
issue, and was translated from Spanish to English by
their president.
"I have begun to think that we really are an endangered
species. Many of our colleagues have resigned, and we
now have more responsibilities without increase in wages. The question is, why has this happened since only a
short time ago, our species was flowering like a tree in
spring? I know this has happened because the lack of incentives has caused many of us to leave, and never
return. The curious thing is that when I hear others
talking about the protected areas that 'we' have established, that the park rangers who endure hunger, illness,
danger, and other problems to make it possible for others
to speak boastfully about what 'we' have done. We have
suffered important losses, but many people seem to think
that the institution is the principle thing, not the people
who have made the system great with their hard work.
"We are going to have to take very good care of ourselves
because, in spite of having made a major contribution to
conservation, we are, sadly enough, disappearing. To
save park rangers from extinction, the government
is going to have to provide us with enough benefits to
make us feel that we are an important part of the
process of conserving our nation's heritage.
"Weare, unfortunately, condemned to extinction,
and although we are leaving tracks along the way, no
one seems to want to see them."
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"How to Create Revenue for Your Park Ranger Program
in Hard Times"
by Chri5 George
The City of Anaheim first created its park ranger program back in 1980. During that time, park rangers began
patrolling limited parks and certain school districts 10cated in the city.
As time progressed and reputation of the park ranger
program increased, the idea of park rangers doing patrol
checks of parks and schools became a popular idea.
Today agreements with
four local school districts has enabled the
program to expand by
providing the same professional services for
school playgrounds and
athletic fields as that of
the city's 38 parks.
Many of these school
facilities are used as
recreational open space

by the public and in many cases are directly next to or
located near an existing park site. The agreement generates over $67,000 annually in revenue and has enabled
the city to increase the number park rangers in the field
during peak use hours without impacting the general
fund. This inter-agency cooperation has increased
visibility and significantly reduced vandalism, public alcohol consumption and other problems while enhancing
the park ranger program's level of service to the public.
For further information,
please write or call:
Chief Park Ranger
Chris George
City of Anaheim Park
Ranger Program
200 S. Anaheim Blvd.
Anaheim, CA 92805
714) 254-5226

Natural ResourcesCommunication Workshop
Two sessions of the Natural Resources communication
Workshop will be held in 1993 at California State University, Chico. The dates will be January 4-8 and
January 11-15, 1993. The week-long workshop is designed to help natural: resource workers more effectively
communicate with the general public through personal
••

presentations using good visual aids-especially 35mm
slides. Since many of the problems in natural resources
management
are people-oriented,
more effective
communication
can significantly
improve many
management programs.
•• The hands-on workshop is practicaloriented and enhances participants'
communication skills in planning, preparing, presenting, and evaluating
presentations. A variety of topics are
covered
including
selecting
communication strategies for specific
audiences, creating graphics, and handling equipment problems. A special
session entitled "Verbal Judo" provides
hints for handling difficult, or even
hostile audiences.

'I).
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PARK RANGERS ASSOCIATION
Board Officers

OF CALIFORNIA

1992

Region 4 Director
Donald Watstein
Rancho Sirni Recreation & Parks

President
Chris George
Anaheim Parks & Community
Services

(805) 584-4440

(714) 254-5226

Region 5
Ron Slirrnn
Orange County Parks

Vice-President
Jeff Ohlfs
Joshua Tree National Monument
(619) 367-3523,1,

(714) 858-9366

,

Past President
Bill Hendricks
University of Utah

Secretary/Treasurer
Paul Roberts
Sacramento County Parks

(801) 467-4565

(916) 366-2072

CPRS Liaison
Dave Lydick
Sacramento County Parks

Region 1 Director
Bill Trunick
Sonoma County Parks

(916) 366-2072

(707) 527.2041

Region 2 Director
Carol Fredrickson
City of San Jose

"The Signpost" & "Cal Ranger"
Editor
David Brooks
City of Santa Cruz, Water Dep.

(408) 277-4045

(408) 336-2948

Region 3 Director
Cheryl Goss
Sly Park

Doug Bryce

(916) 644-2545

Fax

OfficeManager
""f'
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Office (916)

3-8'3-2530
(916) 387-1179

Membership Application
"

Park Rangers Association of California
p. O. Box 292010
Sacramento. CA 95829-2gLQ

name
address

-

city

state

,/

zip

Phone
home

work

Employer or School

Job Classification or Major

Voting Membership
Regular

$35

Non-voting Membership
Agency:
(1-10 persons-2
mailings)
$45
(11-50 persons-5
mailings) $70
(50+ persons10 mailings) $90
Student
$10
Associate
$15
Supporting
$50
Park Rangers Association of California
POBox 292010
Sacramento. CA 95829-2010
(916) 383-2530
FAX (916) 387-1179
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