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Chief Ranger's Comments
The Service was saddened this May by the sudden, senseless death of Ranger Bob
McGhee at Gulf Islands National Seashore. The details of the incident appear
in the following article.. The investigation into Bob's death is on-going, and
further details will be presided to you when they are known and released by the
authorities in Ocean Springs.
Bob's funeral was attended by approximately 80 uniformed rangers and over 200
other uniformed officers from a number of Federal agencies with law enforcement
responsibilities and from the states of Florida, Mississippi, and Alabama.
Many other friends, relatives, townspeople and NFS personnel were also present.
People turned out all along the funeral route to stand in silence as the long
escort of police vehicles passed through town. Traffic stepped on busy U.S. 90
as the procession drove to the cemetery; many drivers got out of their vehicles
and stood along the five-mile route.
It was very obvious that Bob McGhee was a respected member of the cxmraunity,
and that his family and Gulf Islands National Seashore are held in equal
esteem. Such relations do not arise out of such an event without prior effort
on the parts of all members of a cxmnunity. It was evident that the positive
relationship existed as a result of lots of work and mutual respect and support
over a long period of time. It was obvious to all of us that the genuine
support of a local cxmrnurlty is immeasurably iiiportant when times get bad or
tragedy strikes.
Bob will be missed for a long time to come by his family, his friends, and the
people of Ocean Springs. Whether we knew Bob or not, all of us have been
saddened and stunned by this event, and it's hard to put his killing into
perspective. All of us who've been in this business know that there is true
risk in enforcement work. We just never expect that it will actually happen,
and that it will be so real and absolute when it does. It has truly shaken all
of us.
As you know, we have had a number of extremely serious incidents over the last
few years, three of which have led to fatal sheetings of assailants by rangers.
Some of the other incidents could have easily resulted in a ranger getting
hurt, but for whatever reasons - ircludLng pure luck - they did not.
Those of us whose irdividual responsibility it is to enforce the law need to
take a close and absolutely honest look at ourselves. law enforcement work is
real. We must ask ourselves whether or not we're prepared mentally, physically
and technically to handle all aspects of field enforcement operations. If not,
then it's time to take necessary corrective actions.
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Supervisors
need to ask themselves whether or not their folks have the
training, assistance, support, counsel and necessary equipment to do the job
right. Although it is inperative that we maintain our traditional roles as the
cxurtecus, helpful, and friendly rangers who annually help millions of
wcnderful visitors to the National Park System, we also need to look at all
aspects of our law enforcement programs to assure that we are confident that we
have done everything we can to do the job <^rrectly - both individually arid
rrogrammatically - and in a safe and professional manner.
Serious situations don't just happen in big parks with lots of visitors. We've
had serious incidents in parks of all sizes and types. The increased
cxitivatian, manufacture, distribution, and use of drugs cxnpounds cur problems
and heightens cur exposure. A ranger in Death Valley, for instance, recently
ran into a major, working methanphetamine laboratory operation while in the
midst of investigating what he thought was an "out of bounds" canning
situation. Four suspects were eventually arrested at the scene and another
escaped; a number of weapons were seized along with the drugs.
We are constantly locking for ways in which we can improve the quality and
professionalism of the Service's law eriforcement program. NPS-9 has been
revised and inrjroved. A request was submitted in March for over $2 million for
the program in FY 92. These funds would be employed to replace the current
issue revolver with a semi-automatic weapon, additional personal protective
gear (such as vests), and related equipment.
We must continue to be aware of our law enforcement responsibilities. There's
a difference, however, between being paranoid and being careful. Routine
enforcement actions, including traffic stops, are just that - routinely perform
them safely, observantly, carefully and courteously. You can't assume
everything is all right.
We work in a lot of lonely places, often by ourselves. We run into many
unexpected situations while going about our normal duties. We must stay aware.
If a situation doesn't look right, back out of it or wait until you can get
enough help to safely resolve it.
Think - and be careful.
Death of Ranger Robert McGhee
[The follcwing report is based an all the information which is presently
available and releasable an this incident and has been reviewed and cleared by
investigating officers from the FBI and Ocean Springs Police Department. We
will be working with these investigators to keep you updated on developments in
this case in future issues of F^xchange.]
On Saturday morning, May 26th, Gulf Islands National Seashore Ranger Robert L.
McGhee, Jr. 50, was killed while making a traffic stop on a park road. His
assailants - Dempsey Alexander Bruner, 29, and John Fred Woolard, 27, both
escapees from the Holmes correctional Institution near Bonifay, Florida - fled
the scene, but were subsequently shot and arrested by police in nearby Ocean
Springs, Mississippi.
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The incident began on Thursday morning, when Bruner and Woolard escaped from
prison while out on a doctor's visit. They cverpowered their guard, stabbed
him, stole his .38 caliber revolver, then made their getaway in the doctor's
truck. Bruner was serving a 20-year sentence for sexual battery, kidnapping
and robbery; Woolard was in for 15 years on charges of burglary, cocaine .
possession, battery on a law enforcement officer, grand theft and escape.
Early the next morning, the pair kidnapped Marie Burnett, 55, during a robbery
at a motel in Brewtcn, Manama, where Burnett was working as a riight auditor.
The two men then brought Burnett to a motel in Ocean Springs, where they
checked in on Friday afternoon. She was sexually assaulted throughout the
following night. Around 9 a.m. an Saturday morning, Burnett was able to escape
from her abductors and call police from the motel office. Meanwhile, Bruner
and Woolard fled into the park in their stolen pickup truck, where McGhee
apparently stepped them for running a stop sign. McGhee was not aware that the
two men were fugitives.
Aocording to the convicts, McGhee approached the vehicle and asked the
driver - it is not yet certain which man was driving - for his license. At
that point, one of the two brought up the stolen revolver from concealment and
immediately began firing. McGhee probably did not see the weapon until his
assailant began firing, and he did not have a chance to react. Six rounds were
fired; McGhee was hit three times in the throat and chest. The elapsed time
between Brunette's phone call to Ocean Springs police and the incident is
estimated as no more than five nrinutes.
After the incident, Bruner and Woolard drove back toward Ocean Springs, where
Officer Ken Summers spotted and pursued them. When the two vehicles stopped at
a stop sign, the driver of the pickup backed up and rammed the cruiser. As
Bruner and Woolard came out of the truck and approached the cruiser, Summers
fired through the windshield and hit Woolard in the leg. The escapees were
captured in the woods next to the park shortly thereafter and arrested. During
the pursuit, Bruner was also shot in the leg, which was amputated in surgery
later that arterncon.
While the chase was going on, Ranger Everett Whitehead, who lived nearby in the
park, went out to investigate shots which he'd heard and found McGhee's body.
He was pronounced dead by a local coroner at 9:13 a.m.
Woolard and Bruner are currently imprisoned in the Jackson Cxunty Adult
Detention Center in Pascagoula, Mississippi. Complaints have been filed
against both in the State of Mississippi. Bruner has been charged with capital
murder, kidnapping, aggravated assault on a police officer, two counts of rape,
and four counts of sexual battery; Woolard has been charged with kidnapping,
aggravated assault on a police officer and capital murder. The case will
probably go before a grand jury in Jackson Ccunty in July. Charges of
kidnapping and armed robbery are perriing in Mabama. Mthough the two will be
prosecuted in state court, Federal charges are also possible.
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Investigatory work is being conducted by both Ocean Springs and the FBI, and
the FBI crime lab is cxanrently processing sane of the evidence which has been
gathered to date. lasers and ultra-violet photography have been employed to
obtain prints and trace evidence from the stolen truck.
McGhee was a Vietnam veteran who came to work for the seashore as a YACC
program supervisor in 1975 attar retiring from the Navy. He became a law
enforcement ranger in 1981. Be leaves his wife, Linda,, two grown children and
several grarokdiildren.
NP5-57; Health and Fitness Guideline
As many of you know, NPS-57, the health and fitness guideline, is nearing
completion - at least as a first draft. A number of people have asked why the
Service is pushing forward with a fitness program, since people aren't dropping
dead on the job. An analogy might help explain the reasoning behind the
standards. Back in the old days, rangers were handed a bullet and a gun and
told to enforce the law; they received no trairiing except for eight hours
(maybe) at Albright. We were doing the job, but not very professionally.
Mthough most of us are physically capable of doing our jobs now, we could do
them more efficiently and safely if we were in better physical shape.
There are also legal considerations. Recently, a lawsuit was won against the
Washington, D.C., police department for dispatching an officer to an incident
who was so far out of shape that he was unable to perform his duty when he
arrived. This kind of legal action is becoming the rule rather than the
exception, as the American public is now sophisticated enough to expect
emergency respanders to arrive equipped with the proper tools and ability to
perform their assigned duties. When the anticipated performance fails to
materialize, they are less than reluctant to sue.
This past September, a working group of five field people spent a week
cxxTsolidating previous work an NPS-57, then wrote an initial draft of the
guideline. Participating were work group coordinator Don Weir, Fire Island;
Fran Gruchy, Santa Monica Mountains; Mark Marshall, Yellowstone; John Courtney,
Grand Teton; and Karen Taylor^kxodrich, Cumberland Island.
This draft was sent to the WASO and regional personnel offices for comment.
The results were inoorporated into the guideline where appropriate. The
essential points contained in this draft of the guideline have also been
presented and di scussed at a number of ranger gatherings over the past year,
and have been well received. Most of the several hundred attendees at these
meetings have seen the need for some form of fitness standards. Some, of
course, have not.
For FY 92, we have asked for $1.5 million to fund a Servicewide health and
fitness program. It's number two on our list of priorities. Plans are to have
this money used for physical examinations, exercise equipment and the training
of health and fitness cx»rdinators. The revised initial draft of the guideline
should be out to you for comment this summer.

4

Personal Locator Beacons (PLB's)
Picture this scenario: A company or companies develop a 16-ounce device which
can be rented at a local "mom and pop" bait and ammo store and activated
whenever the wearer perceives that he or she is having an emergency. The
device is able to hit any of the SAR satellites in orbit and in turn activate a
local SAR group. Well, such a device - known as a personal locator beacon or
PLB - has been built. Although it has some merit, it also has a great many
downsides as well.
Correptually, a PLB is identical to an ELT (emergency locator transmitter),
which is carried in aircraft, and an EPIRB (emergency, positior^irdicating
radio beacon), which is carried in certain off-shore ships. ELT's and EPIRB's
are now being sold as PLB's, however, and are being advertised as the best way
for cross-ccuntry skiers, hikers, hunters, canoeists, snowmobilers and
adventurers to summon help. Such uses are currently illegal, but that hasn't
stopped the sales. The Air Force is responsible for responding to ELT's, and
the Coast Guard handles EPIRB's. No federal agency or group, however, is
responsible for PLB's.
The military is particularly concerned about PLB's, and so should every
volunteer and local SAR group. Mthough the possibility for accidental
discharge or malfunction of PLB's is not anything close to that of ELT's,
there's still a major question as to who responds to the signals and under what
circumstances. The misuse of PLB's is potentially very significant, since no
proper technical specifications, legal and administrative guidelines or
restraints an their use have yet been developed.
As the DOT member to the Interagency Ccciraittee on Search and Rescue (ICSAR),
the federal group which oversees the national SAR plan, Butch Farabee has been
asked to look into the issue of PLB's and ways of mitigating their impact.
Articles have been published on this issue, and a number of workshops and
consultations have taken place around the country to discuss the matter. The
last of the workshops will be held at the NASAR conference in Phoenix on May
29th. A paper will be developed which will be based on the results of these
sessions. It will be forwarded to the FCC through ICSAR.
Bolting. Pitons and Climbing Ethics
Technical rock climbing, which has been recognized and enjoyed for over sixty
years, is beaming increasingly popular and significant - as are the resulting
negative impacts to the social and natural resources of climbing areas.
The overall impact of the placement of bolts and pitons has become quite
significant in parks such as Pinnacles, Yosemite, Rocky Mountain, Joshua Tree,
Mount Rushmore, and City of Rocks. Mthough pitons have been around for 50
years and bolts for at least 40 years, it is the impact (no pun intended) of a
bathery-pcwered drill which has justifiably focused the attention of some
managers an the whole climbing issue. A bolt hole that once took 20 minutes to
drill may now take less than a minute. Although this device allows for better
and safer bolt placement, it also accelerates the destruction of pristine rock
faces and produces a variety of negative side-effects.
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Seme areas are already actively addressing all or seme of the impacts of
climbing, including littering, human waste disposal, social trails, sound and
sight problems, destruction of natural features and raptor distruxances. In
cmjunction with Reeky Mountain Region, this office will be arranging a
cxxiference on climbing issues with affected groups and parks for this earring
fall. For further information, contact either Jim Reilly in RMRO Ranger
Activities or Butch Farabee here.
EMS Guideline
A draft of NPS-51, the Service's EMS guideline, was sent to the field for
review this spring. Most of those responding thought that the bedy of the
document was excellent, but also made a number of exomments and suggestions.
Those were addressed and incorporated into the document where possible.
One question which was repeatedly asked had to do with eliminating the American
Red Cross (ARC) advanced first aid as a standard. This was done because ARC
will be phasing this program out over the next year or so. Randy Kaufman, who
did most of the work on the revisions to the guideline, spent most of two full
days with the ARC people who design their first aid programs in order to gather
the most recent information en them. This information was incorporated into
the draft guideline.
Another question raised concerned discortinuing the American Heart
Association's (AHA) CER program as a standard. Even though the ARC program
will be used, the AHA CER program is still the standard. The only significant
difference is that an AHA CER card is good for two years, whereas an ARC is
good for only one year. We are endorsing CER renewal every year rather than
every two years.
As of this writing, NPS-51 is in the solicitor's office for review. It will
take about four weeks to get it printed once it is returned, which means that
the guideline should (might) be out to you by July.
Change in Newsletter Publication Schedule
Effective now, this newsletter will be cxming out on a bi-monthly basis.
Because of office travel and work schedules, it has proven quite difficult to
compose, edit and publish the newsletter each month, so we are bewing to
circumstances and shifting to a more realistic schedule. We're also going to
make an effort to keep you posted on more program areas by asking staff members
here and in Boise to routinely provide short updates on activities in their
areas for the newsletter. It would also be useful to us to know what you would
like to hear about in these pages. If you have a question you'd like answered
or a subject you'd like to see covered, please send a note to us.
Ranger Activities Staff Chart
Over the past year, there have been a number of changes in the division staff
in both Washington and Boise. The chart on the following page shows our
presentation organization here in WASO; the next issue will have a staff chart
for the Branch of Fire Management in Boise.
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Chief
Ranger Activities Division
Walt Dabney
Secretary Pat Baptist
- Budget - Travel - Correspondence

Chief
Branch of
Special Populations
Dave Park

Chief
Branch of
Resource & Visitor Protection
Dick Martin

Chief
Branch of
Fire Management
Elmer Kurd
Secretary Helen Kelly

- Travel
- Correspordence

Park Ranger Jim Loach
- Regulations - Jurisdiction
- Alaska issues coordinator
- Visitor use maragemant

Secretary (VACANT)
- Travel
- Correspordence

I

Clerk-Jrypist Jean Keen
- Correspordence
- Clerical support

Park Ranger Putch Farabee
-

NIIMS
EMS
Diving
Health and

Aviation
Search and rescue
lifeguards
fitness

Park Ranger Bill Halainen
- Uniform program
- Connunications
- Field incident reports

Park Ranger Wes Kreis
- Recreation fees
- User fees
- Reservation system

Park Ranger Bob Marriott
- Drug enforcement
- Archeological resource protecrtion

Natural Resources Specialist Jenness Coffey
- Special park uses
- Team Resources
- Grazing
- Rights-of-way
- Ccmnercial fisheries
- Natural resource maragement

Natural Resources Specialist Wes Henry

-

US Park Police Major Mike Healy
- Law eriforcement field reviews
- Ernergency law and order funding
- criminal investigation
- Physical security
- Case incident reporting

Wilcierness/rackcxurftxy maragement
Aircraft overflights
Aircraft inpacts and studies
River use management
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Fire Information Task Group
During the 1987 and 1988 fire seasons, it became apparent to many people in the
fire community that we could collectively be doing a much better job in
ccraaroicating with the public and the media and within and between our own
agencies. Accordingly, an incident information review team was (convened in
Boise in January of 1989 to analyze cur ccrmLraications problems and make
reccmmendatiaris on actions which should be taken to remedy them. /Among other
things, the group found that we need to improve incident information officer
qualifications and training, establish better procedures for internal
ccnmurncaticns among agencies in Washington and Boise, develop an inventory of
qualified agency information officers, prepare a guide on wildfire management
for the news media, and improve electronic telecxxnomicaticns. These findings
were subsequently brought before the National Wildfire Coordinating Group
(NWCG) and reaffirmed by a consultant retained by that group, /AS a result,
NWOG has established a strategic communications task group which will be
working on resolutions to some of these problems during the coming year. The
task group will divide into subgroups to work on qualifications and training,
comnunications technology and processes, publications and information center
roles and responsibilities. Members will be selected from participating
Federal and state agencies. If you're interested in any aspect of the task
group's work, please contact Bill Halainen at FTS 268-6013 or 202-208-6013.
Ranger Museum
The long-awaited operiing of the ranger museum in the Norris Soldier Station in
Yellowstone will occur in August of 1991. The museum will be dedicated to all
rangers who've worked in the NPS since the first parks were founded. Harpers
Ferry is currently working on exhibits for the museum and is very interested in
cxjntacting rangers who might have photos or artifacts (uniforms, equipment,
etc.) which could be used in displays. If you think you've got southing that
might be of interest, contact Jim Mount at Harpers Ferry Center, Harpers Ferry,
WV 25425 (FTS 925-6445; 304-535-6445). It's imperative that you contact him as
soon as possible, since design work must be completed in the near future.
Briefly...
- The final draft of NPS-18 has been distributed to regional fire management
officers for comment. Replies are due in Boise by June 29th.
- The last issue of Exchange identified Paul Henderson as the regional Team
Resource coordinator for PNR. Paul has since transferred and Steve Gibbons
has been assigned this responsibility. Steve can be reached at
(206) 442-5670 or FTS 399-5670.

The Ranger Activities Information Exchange is produced by the Washington
Division of Ranger /Activities. Walt Dabney, Chief Ranger. Address letters,
comments and irguiries to: Ranger Activities (650), Stop 3310, National Park
Service, Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20013-7127; FTS 268-4874 or (202)
208-4874. Attn: Bill Halainen, Editor.
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