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expand roadways, pave over dirt areas and 
add electricity and other conveniences to 
campgrounds, we do so at the expense of the 
resource we are trying to protect. 

As I look at my own park, in order to meet 
the author's recommendations of more pull-
throughs and hookups, we would need to 
over double the present space allocated for 
campgrounds. Additionally, we would see 
the creation of power and water lines in the 
park that carries both aesthetic and environ
mental implications. 

Yet, everday, I see seniors camping with 
tents or in smaller vans — still able to enjoy 
the park experience without the added con
venience of a 40-foot motor home, generator, 
microwave and tow-behind vehicle. Why 
should we compromise the park's resources 
in order to provide added convenience to a 
more demanding segment of our park users? 

— David Smith, Joshua Tree 

Speak Out! 
Letters to the editor are welcomed. 
Signed letters of 100 words or less may 
be published, space permitting. Please 
include address and daytime phone. 

Ranger reserves the right to edit letters for grammar or length. Mail to Editor, 
26 S. Mt. Vernon Club Road, Golden, CO 80401, ore-mail to fordedit@aol.com. 
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_ ) PARADISE BUNCH: The interpretive staff at Paradise Visitor Center at Mount Rainier 
gathers for a group photo during the summer 1999 season. 

Letters 
Troubling Trends 

The Ranger issue (Winter 1999-2000) fea
turing an article concerning the parks' obli
gation to change in order to meet the needs 
of new users left me with certain misgivings. 

Although it's obvious that the author has 
strong convictions concerning the Organic 
Act, I fear he overlooks the act's most impor
tant provision of preserving these special 
sites. Recognizing that park users are now 
more affluent and will be traveling in larger 
vehicles doesn't necessarily indicate a need 
to expand roadways and camping facilities. 
This is especially true if expansion comes at 
the expense of protecting the resource. 

No one would deny that we have allowed 
our infrastructure to fall into disrepair over 
the last few decades. But why should we 
compound this problem through compro
mising our basic principles — namely, re
moving protection from more park-managed 
land to accommodate one user group? As we 


