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SOUTHWESTERN MONUMENTS 

PERSONNEL 

HEADQUARTERS, Southwestern Monuments, Coolidge, Arizona: Frank Pinkley, 
Superintendent; Hugh M. Miller, Assistant Superintendent; James 
Luther, Chief Clerk; J. H. Tovrea, Assistant Engineer; Robert H. 
Rose, Assistant Park Naturalist; Charlie R. Steen, Junior Park 
Naturalist; Millard Singerman, Clerk-Stenographer; Luis Gastellum. 
and W, H. Sharpe, ECW Clerks. 

FIELD STATIONS: 

1. Arches - Moab, Utah. J. M. Turnbow, Custodian. 
2. Aztec Ruins - Aztec, New Mexico. Thomas C. Miller, Custodian. 
3. Bandelier - Santa Fe, New Mexico. Jerome Hendron, Acting Custodian. 
4. Canyon de Chelly - Chin Lee, Arizona. Johnwill Faris, Custodian. 
5. Capulin Mountain - Capulin, New Mexico. Homer J. Farr, Custodian. 
6. Casa Grande - Coolidge, Arizona. A. T. Bicknell, Custodian; 

J. Donald Erskine, Ranger. 
7. Chaco Canyon - Crownpoint, New Mexico. T. C. Miller, Custodian. 
8. Chiricahua - Willcox, Arizona. Frank L. Fish, Custodian; 

Homer Bennett and Bronson Harris, CCC guides. 
9. El Morro - Ramah, New Mexico. Robert R. Budlong, Custodian. 

10. "Gjla Cliff Dwellings - Cliff, New Mexico. No Custodian. 
11. Gran yuivira - Gran ^uivira, Nev; Mexico. Geo. L. Boundey, Custodian 
12. Kovenweep - Cortez, Colorado. No Custodian. 
13. Montezuma Castle - Camp Verde, Arizona. M. L. Jackson, Custodian; 

Russell Farmer, Ranger. 
14. Natural Bridges - Blanding, Utah. Zeke Johnson, Custodian. 
15. Navajo - Kayenta, Arizona. John Vvetherill, Custodian. 
16. Pipe Spring - Moccasin, Arizona. Leonard Keaton, Acting Custodian. 
17. Rainbow Bridge - Rainbow Lodge, Arizona, No Custodian. 
18. Saguaro - Tucson, Arizona. No Custodian. 
19. Sunset Crater - Flagstaff, Arizona. J. W. Brewer, in Charge. 
20. Tonto - Roosevelt, Arizona. James D. Harritt, in Charge. 
21.*Tumacacori - Box 2225, Tucson, Arizona. Louis R. Caywood, Custodian. 
22. Walnut Canyon - Flagstaff, Arizona. Milton "Wetherill, in Charge. 
23. White Sands - Alamogordo, Nev/ Mexico. Tom Charles, Custodian 
24. tfupatki - Flagstaff, Arizona. J. W. Brewer, in Charge. 
25. Yucca House - Cortez, Colorado. No Custodian. 

* James Felton, Park Ranger 



LUNULN3LU KtrUKI 
IN WHICH WE GIVE THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH 

Coolidge, Arizona 
January 1, 1937 

The Director, 
National Park Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Director: 

The Condensed Report on Southwestern Monuments activities for December-

TRAVEL 

Aztec Ruins 
Bandelier 
Canyon de Chelly 
Capulin Mountain 
Casa Grande 
Chaco Canyon 
Chiricahua 
El Morro 
Gran Quivira 
Montezuma Castle 
Pipe Spring 
Saguaro 
Sunset Crater 
Tonto 
Tumacacori 
Walnut Canyon 
White Sands 
Wupatki 
Actual Reported 

Registration 

December, 1936 

576 
O O 1 

800 
3,052 
220 
273 
75 
174 
512 
105 
767 
141 
o r o 
L, >J t> 

1,375 
2 80 

3,864 
108 

12,801 

December, 1935 

391 
130 
23 
500 

2,135 
330 
120 

200 
568 
214 

55 
362 

1,311 
2 83 

1,840 
63 

8,525 

December,1934 

336 
214 
3 

400 
2,463 

___ 
188 
775 
274 
___ 
53 
266 
738 
122 
__-
42 

5,874 

Several times during the past year travel to the Southwestern Monuments 
has seemed to be remaining constant; at such time the headquarters staff 
have leaned back in their collective chairs, smiled complacently, and 
thought, "Aha, travel has now reached its peak. Perhaps we shall have a 
period of a fev; years during which we can build up the administrative per
sonnel of the various monuments and take care of a lot of ruins which are 
falling apart due to the hordes of visitors which walk through them each 
year." As soon as such a pleasant state of mind had been reached, however, 
a month like December rolls around. 

Now everyone knows that December is a holiday month. People are busy 
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C QNDENSED REPORT (C ONT.) 

doing their Christmas shopping. Roads are bad and the weather is 
threatening. A snow may fall at any time and only a darned (polite 
use of the term) fool will get away from the towns and off the paved 
highway to go poking around through a lot of cold ruins. That is, 
everyone except about thirteen thousand people knew it. Travel to 
the monuments was nearly fifty percent heavier this December than 
last and more than double the traffic during 1934. A few light rains 
and snows made the roads rough but not impassable. Since the reports 
were mailed to this office a storm of major proportions has swept the 
plateau region and some stations are no doubt snowed in. 

PERSONNEL CHANGES 

December 1 - Custodian Robert R. Budlong transferred to El Morro 
National Monument. 

December 1 - Custodian Johnwill Faris transferred to Canyon de Chelly 
National Monument. 

December 1 - Custodian T. C. Miller transferred to Aztec Ruins National 
Monument. 

December 10- Ranger James Felton appointed to Tumacacori National 
Monument. 

December 15- W, J. Winter resigned as Custodian of Casa Grande National 
Monument. 

December 20- A. T. Bicknell transferred from Custodian, Craters of the 
Moon National Monument, Arco, Idaho, to similar position, Casa Grande 
National Monument. 

100 ADMINISTRATIVE 

123 INSPECTIONS BY PARK SERVICE OFFICERS 

Gran Quivira - Engineer Stuart, Yellowstone National Park; J. B. 
Hamilton. 

Saguaro - W. J. Winter; J. D. Erskine; Dr. W. B. MacDougal; Charlie 
Steen; Earl Jackson; and J. W. Hendron. 

El Morro - J. W. Hendron. 
Bandelier - Charles Richey; J. B. Hamilton; A. E. Underhill. 
White Sands - A. E. Underhill. 
Tonto - J'. W. Hendron. 
Chiricahua - Charles Richey; Clinton Rose; Architect Eastman, ECW;. 
George N. Keller; J. W. Hendron. 

Tumacacori - Dr. H. C. Bumpus; Paul Beaubien; Charlie Steen; J. W. 
Hendron; Dr. W. B. MacDougal. 

Wupatki - Vincent Vandiver; Milton Vetherill; J. W. Hendron. 
Yucca House - T. C. Miller. 
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CONDENSED REPORT (CONT.) 

200 MAINTENANCE, NEW CONSTRUCTION, ETC. 

210 MAINTENANCE 

Walnut Canyon - Trail maintenance and improvement was carried on through
out the month by the trail foreman. 

Tonto - Trail was maintained during the month. The entrance road is 
still in a very bad condition, No improvement has been made to 
the road since it was constructed in 1929; it has been subjected 
to washing in addition to normal wear and presents very bad drilling 
conditions. Jagged rocks cover the road over its entire length 
and in places ruts are more than a foot deep. 

220 IMPROVEMENTS 

Aztec Ruins - Native shrubs have been planted around the parking 
area and the museum. Natural gas has been installed in the cus
todian's residence and In the administration building. 

230 NEW CONSTRUCTION 

Bandelier ECW 
Construction and interior carpenter work completed on Quarters $2 
Pour crews have been busy during the month planting and landscaping 

around the museum, residence and camp ground areas. 
Work started on road surfacing project. 
Another steel fire lookout ladder has been made and will be placed 

soon. 
A small quantity of building stone has been quarried and shaped. 
Carpenter crew busy constructing museum coses. 
Flood diversion channels and ditches to protect the new hotel de
velopment were made. 

Logs have been hauled from the Ramon Vigil Grant and cribbed for 
seasoning. A total of 230 logs have been secured; these average 
30 feet in length and eight inches top diameter. 

Casa Grande - V.ork started on the new sewage disposal plant. The proj
ect should be completed during January. 

Chiricahua -
Massai Point-Balanced Rock trail continued 1500 feet 
Sara Deming-Balancecl Rock trail, 700 feet 
One half mile of the Rhyolite and one mile of the Sara Deming trails 
maintained. 

Headquarters Ranger Station 99/;o complete,. 
Equipment shed 95,o complete ° 
Some landscaping in the headquarters area. 
Maintenance on the Massai Point road. 

White Sands - Walls of the parking area are nearing completion; the 
ranger's residence and administration building are progressing 
rapidly. Work is also being carried on the road into the sands. 
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CONDENSED REPORT (CONT.) 

300 ACTIVITIES OP OTHER AGENCIES IN TEE MONUMENTS 

320 COOPERATING GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 

Chaco Canyon - To date the Soil Conservation Service has planted 
377830 native trees along the Chaco Wash. 31,580 willows, 2,000 
wild plum, 3,000 broad leaf cottonwood and 1,250 narrow leaf 
cottonwood have been set out. Rodent control has been continued 
on the dikes constructed by the SCS. 

400 FLORA, FAUNA, ETC. 

Saguaro - Dr. W, B. MacDougal, Regional Wildlife Technician, spent 
a week at this Monument determining the extent of various types 
of plant life. 

Pipe Spring - Between 3,000 and 4,000 Rainbow and Eastern Brook 
Trout have been placed in the two ponds south of the Fort. These 
fish were obtained from the Mammoth Hatchery, Utah. 

Several hundred rock-rose and shad-scale plants have been trans
planted near the Fort. This was clone with the help of CCC enrollees. 

480 MISCELLANEOUS 

MAIL COUNT 

Incoming Mail: 

Personal 
Government 

Total incoming 

Outgoing: 

Government only 

Total Mail 

Telegrams: 

Incoming 
Outgoing 
Total telegrams 

GRAND TOTAL 

1,666-
1,321 

43 
30 

'••••' '• 

2,987 • 

,i 

1,701 

4,688 

73 

4,761" 

Cordially, : ',"'"• 
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FROM THE MEN ON THE JOB 

SAGUARO By Paul Beaubien, Ranger in Charge 

298 visitors were contacted at the ranger station, while 767 were 
checked at the Speedway entrance by the CCC boys. As the checker leaves 
just before 4:00 o'clock, there were probably 1,000 people to visit the 
monument. 

Park Service visitors included Mr. and Mrs. W, J. Winter, with Mrs. 
Winter's father, Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Erskine, Dr. W. B. McDougall, Charlie 
Steen, Earl Jackson, and J. W. Hendron. Chaplain Victor R. Stoner was 
here most of'one day. Once during my absence, somebody registered with 
a signature a lot like Hugh Miller's, but I don't know who I missed. 

Dr. McDougall spent several days studying the plant life of the 99 
square miles included in Saguaro National Monument. I accompanied him 
on one trip (and one mountain climbing trip will last me for a long time), 
when he climbed into the juniper-oak belt of the Rincon Mountains. Many/', 
interesting plants were seen above the saguaro zone, but of particular 
interest to me were the numerous rainbow cacti which seemed to accompany " 
a small specie (shotii) of agave. When I arrived last year, I found several 
rainbows which had been transplanted close to the ranger station. Being 
informed they did not belong on the monument, I divided them between Tuma-
cacori and Fort Lowell. But now I can have them in my outdoor museum. 

Said museum isn't what it used to be, since a "drunk" drove through 
it a couple of times. ^ _ 

**** *****oo*********** 

EL MORRO By Robert R. Budlong, Custodian 

Travel to this Monument during the month of December rather surprised 
us. A total of 75 persons visited the Monument. Thirteen of these did','.. 
not receive guide service. One group of these arrived at the Monument 
during the only time that the HCWP and I were away from the Monument to
gether. We had gone to town for supplies. Five persons in one group 
inspected the inscriptions on the north face of the rocv before coming 
to the cabin to register. The remaining visitor not receiving guide 
service was a TWA pilot taking photographs of the Rock. 

Guided trips were as follows: Total guided trips, 17; total time, . 
1,395 minutes; total persons, 62> average time per trip, 82 minutes; 
average number of persons per group, 3.6. 
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EL MORRO (CONT.) 

Two types of guided trips were given: Guided trips to Inscription 
only, and guided trips over the trail and to Inscriptions. These trips 
were made as follows: 

Inscriptions Only: 

Number of trips 11 
Number of persons 46 
Total time 915 minutes 
Average persons per group 4.1 
Average time per trip 83.2 minutes 

Trail and Inscriptions: 

Number of trips 6 
No. of Persons 16 
Total time 480 minutes 
Average persons per group 2.6 
Average time per trip 80.0 minutes 

It is interesting to observe that trips to inscriptions only averaged 
83.2 minutes each, while trips over the trail and to inscriptions averaged 
LESS time: 80 minutes each. There seem to be several reasons for this. 
After hiking over the trail, the average visitor is rather tired, and some
what cold, and does not seem to be willing to devote so much time to the 
inscriptions. He seems more interested in getting back to his car and 
sitting down. Visitors who see the inscriptions only, do not get so tired, 
and those who are interested wish to spend more time in discussions of 
numerous matters of general interest. 

A number of this month's visitors were local people, apparently in
terested in meeting the new Custodian and the ECWP. The majority, however, 
were visitors making their first trip to the Rock. The longest guided 
trips for the month were: one of four hours; one of two and a half hours; 
one of two hours. 

Weather during the month has been most unusual for this time of year. 
There has been but little snow, and roads have generally been in good con
dition. Snow fell on November 21 and 28, and on December 1, 4, 5, 16, and 
17. Greatest fall was five inches, on the 5th. While we have no weather 
bureau station here as yet, local people have reported temperatures of ten 
degrees below zero in early mornings during the early part of the month. 
More moisture is needed, the ground being quite dry. Water in the pool 
is getting low. 

During the month another domestic cat, gone wild, was donated release 
from the monotony of existence, and the wildlife grows less wild in 
consequence. 
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EL MORRO (CONT.) 

The new pickup has not yet arrived. After Doug Karritt (who brought 
us here in the de Chelly pickup) had departed, we anxiously awaited each 
mailday, hoping for word that the new pickup was awaiting us in Gallup. 
I had left my own car at de Chelly for needed repairs, so we had no trans
portation. Our food supply gradually dwindled, and finally, when we re
ceived word on December 12 that the new pickup could not be delivered in 
Gallup until December 29, we found our food supply consisting of half a 
sack of flour and two cans of pineapple, plus some Christmas cookies. I 
decided to get to de Chelly at the first opportunity, and get my car, which 
had been repaired. As luck would have it, the following day Jerome Hendron 
from Bandolier drove up, on his way to Gallup and de Chelly. After a very 
pleasant visit with him, he and I departed for de Chelly, arriving there 
that night. Jol.nwill put us up for the night, and the following morning 
was devoted to getting my repaired car ready for the trip, the afternoon 
being spent going over various matters relative to de Chelly. I left 
there about dark that evening, got twelve miles out, and a corroded bat
tery cable shorted and blew every light in the car. To put it briefly, 
I practically walked the car to Ganado, 45 miles from Chin Lee. That 
seemed easier than carrying it. The night was dark, with a threat of 
snow, and I would stop the car, walk ahead a few hundred feet to make sure 
the road didn't turn any corners (the road lies along the edge of the 
mesa, with splendid drops of several hundred feet on one side, and deep 
ditches on the other), walk back to the car, drive the distance I had 
walked, and repeat the process. A hand flashlight wasn't of much use. 
1 managed to get within eight miles of Ganado when another car met me, and 
lighted my way to Ganado, where I spent the night. Next day I reached 
Gallup without difficulty, had new battery cables installed, loaded the 
car with provisions, and reached El Morro, to find that the HCWP had 
existed on Christinas cookies during my absence. We promptly celebrated 
the occasion by consuming a huge steak and a variety of fresh vegetables. 
I think the HCWP has lost her appetite for Christmas cookies for some 
time to come. 

Employees at the Department cf Commerce airfield a few miles distant 
inform us that they keep both snowshoes and skiis on hand, to enable them 
to get out for supplies in the event of heavy snows, so we are stocking 
the cabin with supplies to last us for some months in the event we have 
much snow. As a result, we are somewhat cramped for space, and have to 
back out of the door, being unable to turn around once we have entered. 
I think we would both make expert packers of Norwegian sardines, after 
so much practice. 

With Christmas just around the corner, both the HCWP and I take this 
opportunity to wish the rest of the Southwestern Monuments group a very 
happy Christmas and a New Year crammed with visitors. 

*********oo****** ***** 
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VUkAN L x U I V I R A By George L. Boundey, Custodian 

Visitors for December, 174. 

Although not great in number, we have had some very interested 
visitors this month. The major portion of the month has been cold nights 
and clear days with only two snows of any importance. 

We enjoy our bird neighbors very much; they drink more than thirty 
gallons of water a day and are becoming very tame. We also found it 
necessary to provide a private cemetery for cats. 

Our highway prospects looked very good for a while but now the work 
has been discontinued, but we hope it is only temporary. 

We enjoyed a visit with Engineer Stuart and family from Yellowstone 
National Park. They were on the way to Deming to spend the Holidays with 
relatives. 

Y.e notice quite a few Golden ̂ agles in the vicinity, evidently a pair 
with three or four young birds. 

I forgot to get a list of those bitten by rattlesnakes but the wife 
says Miss Mildred Freeman down at the village told her of these six. A 
Mr. Boggus, Elaine Ladd and a boy named Petross (still badly crippled) 
from Claunch seven miles south of us. Iva Lee Russell, Gran ̂ uivira, a 
farm hand near Round Topp six miles north; a Mexican girl bitten twice 
and treated by cur county nurse near Willard; all but the Petross boy 
have recovered. 

Engineer Hamilton also made us a short visit the fore part of the 
month. 

****** ****00******** :;*** 

D A N D L L I L K By J . W. Hendron, Acting Custodian 

V i s i t o r s : 

Our t o t a l v i s i t o r s for t h i s month numbered 227 people a r r i v i n g in 
80 cars from 14 s t a t e s , Canada, Mexico, and England. Out of t h i s number 
28 were r e tu rn v i s i t o r s . 

Weather and Roads: Days p a r t l y cloudy 12 
Days cloudy 3 
Days c l e a r 16 
Maximum temperature 49 on Nov. 28. 
Minimum temperature 16 December 11. 
Mean maximum 40.5 
Mean minimum 24 
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BANDELIER (CONT.) 

Precipitation 1.3 against 1.94 for Dec, 1935. 
Snow 2.1 

The entrance road is in fair shape at the present time, precipitation 
being slight this month, and I think that is exceptional for Bandelier at 
this time of the year. 

Visitor Trip Chart 

Twenty-eight parties took guided trips making a total of 81 people 
with an average time per party of 81.5 minutes. Only one individual was 
given a short lecture which lasted 35 minutes. 

Special Visitors 

December 1 - Chuck Richey and J. B. Hamilton were out for a few hours 
on business. December 8 - A. E. Underhill was in for a short stay. 
December S - J. B. Hamilton arrived to confer regarding the new entrance 
road. December 15 - 0. H, Reddoch, Assistant Director, EOT, Washington, 
was out on an inspection trip. December 20 - Director Hunter of Federal 
Art Projects was out from Santa Fe for a short visit. 

General 

To be truthful about this whole report I'm sitting here in the office 
at Headquarters pounding it out. The answer is that I had all of the dope 
sent down here airmail from Bandelier. 

I could sit and write a great number of pages about my trip to Head
quarters and some of the Southwestern Monuments, but I won't; I'll just 
hit a few of the high shots. It just so happened that I was fortunate 
enough to be here in time to be the best man at Bill Sharpe's v;edding 
and I feel bad because he said that he was the best man, and then to top 
it all off, just as Bill and his bride were making their getaway Hugh 
Miller whispered in my ear, "Always a best man but never a groom." 

I left Bandelier on December 9, too early I would say, but I had some 
business to take care of that had to be done for the Museum. Several days 
later I proceeded to El Morro where I met Budlong and his wife. Bud ac
companied me to Canyon de Chelly and took great pride in waking Johnwill 
up in the middle of the night. Johnwill seemed to be pleased with de 
Chelly but he should have been very displeased with we two uninvited 
guests. 

Wupatki was the next stop and I was cordially received by Jimmy and 
Mrs. Brewer who insisted that I should be a guest at their Xmas party for 
the Navajos that evening. The party was a huge success and several at
tended who were not even invited, so I was told. This was a treat for me, 
never having eaten in a Navajo Logan before. The next day Jimmy and Sally 
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BANDELIER (COMT.) 

went with me to Sunset Crater which was most interesting. As bad as I 
hated it 1 had to be on my way to Walnut Canyon. Unfortunately Milton 
Wetherill twisted his neck in an automobile accident and I didn't get to 
see much of him. 

My next stop was Montezuma Castle, where I met Custodian Jackson 
and Ranger Farmer. I tool: one of the guided trips and enjoyed myrelf 
immensely. From Montezuma 1 went to Tonto, arriving sometime after dark, 
waking up Doug Harritt from some sort of an interesting magazine. The 
next day bright and early in the morning I was escorted around the ruins, 
and then after a long conflab on archeology and the like I was on my way 
again. 

Fortunately, I was able to see Earl Jackson in Tucson and I haven't 
seen him looking better in a long time. Re tells me that he is feeling 
a great deal better than he did and is ready to go back to work so here's 
wishing him all the luck in the world. Earl accompanied me to Saguaro 
where we met Paul Beaubien who gave us a most interesting lecture on 
Arizona cacti. From here I went to Tumacacori. It happened to be Louie 
Caywood's day off, but I managed to meet him and also Mrs. Caywood just 
before I left for Chiricahua. As luck would have it Frank Fish and Bill 
Stevenson were out on business but I can say that the enrollee guide made 
my visit most interesting and pleasant and also the Commanding Officer , 
and Lieutenant who received me most cordially. 

I'm just about at the end of the road, since I'm leaving tomorrow 
for Bandelier and the cold country. I can say, Boss, that I have acquired 
a great deal from this visit and I am sure that it will enable me to carry 
on at Bandelier in a more successful manner. I still can't say which is 
the best Monument in the system since they all have their merits and are 
all quite different, and for the personnel, I can say that I haven't met 
a finer group of men in my life from a standpoint of personality, adapti-
bility, and congeniality. 

This isn't the best report in the world but I feel that for this month 
it is sufficient since I'm all upset over the wedding or something. 

*+*******oo************* 

D A N D E L I E K C V_ VV By H. B. Chase, Project Superintendent. 

All construction and interior carpenter work in connection with 
Quarters No. 3 wis completed this month; cold weather has retarded the 
drying of plaster and masonry work thereby causing some delay of painting 
i.nd decorating. It is expected the building will be ready for occupancy 
by January 15. 

Four large crews have been working all month on landscaping and plant
ing in and around the residence, headquarters and camp ground areas, two 
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BANDELIER ECW (CONT.) 

crane trucks transporting large trees together with other trucks moving 
small trees and shrubs have accounted for a large number of plantings. 

Work was started this month on the road surfacing project preparing 
the subgrade for the work of surfacing the entrance road under contract. 
This work principally involves the building to grade of the super eleva
tions, straightening ditch lines and building out the shoulders together 
with a small amount of culvert headwall construction where the toe of the 
fill has stopped up the culvert inlet. 

Another steel fire lookout ladder has been fabricated in the black
smith shop during the past month and will be erected near corral point 
on the south mesa in the near future. 

A small quantity of building rock has been quarried and shaped in 
the preparation for starting the construction of the wall unit comprising 
a part of the new hote 1 development. 

Most of the carpenter crew has been occupied all month in further 
construction of the museum cases within the museum. In connection with 
this project five pieces of porch furniture have been completed for use 
at the residences. 

Some work on the project of excavation of channels and ditches was 
done in connection with the new hotel development for the control of any 
possible flood waters coming into this area. 

D A N D E L I E R f" O R E S T R Y By James Fulton, Forestry Foreman 

On November 2 8, my crew finished hauling logs which were cut on the 
Ramon Vigil Grant through the courtesy of the Soil Conservation Service. 
In all, 165 logs or whole trees were obtained. Another week and those 
logs along with 65 old logs from previous cuttings were piled crib-style 
for seasoning. We now have a stock pile of 230 logs v/hich average 30 feet 
in length and S inches in top diameter. 

Since the 7th of December, I have been working on Quarters No. 3: 
one week with a clean-up crew and then the commencement of painting there. 

#***#*##oo*********** 

V _ A S A V j R A N D E By J. Donald Erskine, Park Ranger 

Travel to Casa Grande during December has continued to improve and 
3,052 visitors were given conducted trips. This is an increase of 143 
over last month, whereas December usually has fewer visitors than November. 
In December 1935 the count was only 2,135 v/hich gives us an increase of 
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CASA GRANDE (CONT.) 

917 visitors. The type of visitor also continues to improve most gratify-
ingly. Visitors came from 42 states, the District of Columbia, Alaska, 
Hawaii, four provinces of Canada, Mexico, England, Ireland, Norway, and 
Germany. 

Newsworthy visitors of the month were Odd S. Halseth, Phoenix archeo-
logist; Dr. E. P. Andrews, retired professor of archeology from Cornell 
University. Dr. Andrews was very much interested in "our" Cretan Labyrinth 
and since then has had sent to us a photo of the round maze (like on the 
wall of the Casa Grande) instead of the square one of our present photo. 
Bob Zuppke, football coach at the University of Illinois, was an interested 
visitor on December 17. On December 20 we had the privilege of showing 
the Casa Grande to Mr. and Mrs. V. W. Rowlett. Mr. Rowlett is an electri
cal engineer at Carlsbad. On December 19 Jerome Hendron arrived from 
Bandelier for a few days. He is to be best man at the wedding of Bill 
Sharpe and Lorraine Sewell on Xmas Day. Addison Pinkley is also on the 
Monument for a few days of the Xmas season. 

Weather during December has been pleasant except for the extreme 
range of temperatures between day and night. The maximum temperature, 
was 79 degrees on December 24 and the minimum temperature was 21 degrees 
on December 13. We had measureable rainfall of .08 inch on November 27 
and 28. There were 16 clear days, six partly cloudy days, and eight 
cloudy days during the month. 

We have had two overnight trailer campers during the month. The 
writer believes that more and more trailer parties are going to want to 
stay overnight here, as there are few places for them to stop conveniently 
between Phoenix and Tucson. While Casa Grande's picnic grounds were not 
built for overnight campers, two or three parties can easily be accommodated 
with our present facilities. 

The writer has been quite amused by the thought of fighting a forest 
fire on the Monument, but such a thing happened during the month. On 
December 8 one of our overnight parties discovered a burning mesquite tree 
just west of the picnic ground. The falling of the tree upon being burnt 
through was the only reason it was discovered. The campers heard it fall 
and sought the reason. The fire was quickly extinguished with the aid of 
a fire extinguisher, as it was just a smoldering burn. The cause can de
finitely be placed on a campfire left burning several days before. No 
damage was done as the mesquite tree was already dead. 

On December 8 Custodian Jack Winter went off duty in order to take 
some annual leave before his resignation became effective on December 15. 
The new custodian, Al Bicknell, arrived on December 20 from Craters of the 
Moon National Monument, Idaho, where he has been custodian for several 
years. Al comes to us with a long record in the Park Service, having 
spent 23 years in Yellowstone. He is a fine addition to Southwestern 
Monuments, but he is not entirely a newcomer to us, as Al helped out at 
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Casa Grande last winter for several months. Also helping us out for a few 
days is Woody Spires who started work December 19. Woody also has worked 
three previous week ends in December. 

One of the best things to report for months comes with the beginning 
of work on our new sewer system on December 19. By the time the next re
port is due it should be all completed, if nothing goes wrong, and it 
will be a great relief not to have to pump the sewer out twice a day. 

The writer is doing this report while on sick leave recovering from 
a bad case of influenza which put him to bed on December 19. 

In closing may I extend, along with the rest of the Casa Grande bunch, 
the heartiest Holiday Greetings to all who may read this. 

*r T* Q T^ fl* 

I wish to express to the entire Southwestern Monuments outfit our re
gret at leaving the fine friends and associations made in the past year 
and a quarter. We think that the Southwestern Monuments is a grand unit 
of the Park Service and are sorry that we did not have the chance to meet 
everyone as we surely do like all of those we have contacted. 

I am moving to new work which is a bit more in my professional line. 
For the rest of this fiscal year, at least, I can be located in care of 
Fort Marion National Monument, St. Augustine, Florida, and if any of you 
get into that neck of the woods be sure to stick your head into the door. 

Adios, Jack Winter. 

W H I T E S A N D S % T°m Varies, custodian 
Was Cabeza de Vaca the first white man to see the Great White Sands? 

For thirty years I have "messed" with these sands and cared but little 
whether this first transcontinental traveler passed this way or not. But 
now it is an important question. -The State of New Mexico is to put on a 
Cuarto Centennial celebration and plans to spend $2,000,000 in advertising 
the points of early Spanish interest. There are plans for a pageant, por
traying the coming of Coronado, following him from where he entered the 
State near Zuni, with his 100 Conquistadores, several hundred Indians, 
herds of horses,.mules, sheep and goats. To my mind, if the State of New 
Mexico is to celebrate the coming of the Spanish then they should start 
with Cabeza de Vaca and his three companions who crossed this country at 
least five years before the coming of Coronado. Coronado's trip was the 
result of Cabeza de Vaca's inspiration and his guides were drawn from 
Cabeza de Vaca's party. 
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For years it has seemed to mean but little to any one where Cabeza 
de Vaca crossed. Each historian seemed to have an equal right with others 
in leading him through the historian's own particular desert, along his 
own river and over his own mountain range. But now it is different} in 
the past few weeks at least four of these historians have taken this re
markable explorer who marked his path with buffalo heads, (Cabeza de Vaca 
- the face of the cow) by as many different routes. 

W. E. Wheeler who writes New Mexico history for the government at 
this time, has followed the party up the Pecos river nearly to Roswell, 
then across to Carrizozo, down on the west side of the Lava Beds and the 
Great White Sands to El Paso. Dr. Castaneda, librarian of the University 
of Texas, expressed the opinion in El Paso last week that this group 
visited El Paso, in their wanderings and turned from there, south, into 
Mexico. Another prominent El Paso writer thinks that possibly they crossed 
the Rio Grande down in the Big Bend country and followed the Conchas river 
westward. 

It is evident that the historians are having trouble following this 
first explorer across the plains of Texas. I wonder if any of them ever 
thought of the possibility of backtracking him with better results. Ac
cording to Cabeza de Vaca's own story it was eight months from the time 
he entered the mountains until he came out of them, into the plains country, 
"nigh the coast", and in that eight months' travel there is one point which 
is definitely fixed. That is the place where they ceased to go west and 
started to go, "downward toward the sea". That point was "200 leagues north 
of Culiacan." 

Is there any question in any ones mind where that point is that was 
described as 200 leagues north of Culiacan? If there is then they better 
take a string that will represent 200 leagues on any Mexico-Arizona map 
and with that string as the radius of a circle, draw an arc across Arizona 
writh Culiacan as the axis. This arc will show that they turned south some 
place between Phoenix and Springerville. When Esteban brought Coronado back 
a few years later he returned to Zuni , just north of Springerville. 

The next question is, how did the party arrive at the point where they 
turned down toward the sea? According to Cabeza de Vaca's own story they 
had traveled 20 days westward from a river which they had followed "upward" 
in a 15 day march, "without stopping". Then, where were they at the be
ginning of the 15 day journey? It doesnit make much difference whether 
they reached the Rio Grande river at mile post 40 or 50 on the Camino Real, 
north from El Paso del Norte, but some place, not too far from the present 
site of Las Cruces, that group came upon the river which they followed 15 
days upward. And immediately before that they had been in a desert which 
even the hardiest Indians had feared to cross. Can you think of a desert 
which will more accurately qualify than the red sand hills about 30 miles 
south of the Great White Sands? 
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To reach this desert they had "turned toward the mountains" at a 
point which was 50 leagues, (150 miles) east of the river which they 
had followed upward 15 days and for the first 15 days of that 150 miles 
they "waited" where the Indians had Pinon nuts and the men had gone hunt
ing in the "cow country to the north". Prior to this 150 mile leg of the 
journey they had traveled, "along the skirt of the mountains, entering 
the country directly north." I do not care to follow Cabeza de Vaca further, 
he entered the state of New Mexico some place east of Carlsbad. When he 
entered the mountains where the pinon nuts abounded it had to be somewhere 
north of the Guadalupe Mountains for the pinon does not grow south of that 
range, and the cow country was never south of the Rio Grande or west of 
the Pecos. According to my geography there are several points which are 
definitely fixed. So let us turn around and follow Cabeza de Vaca as he 
went after entering New Mexico. 

The journey which they made northward for 80 leagues, "skirting the 
mountains", was from some place down east of Fort Stockton. Turning north 
when they came in sight of the mountains they continued east of the Pecos 
until they came up to a point which is about two days east of Artesia, 
New Mexico, for when they turned west toward the mountains, they came 
upon a "beautiful river" on the second day. That was evidently the Pecos; 
from there on for 15 days, traveling slowly, they were in the pinon coun
try which was probably near the present post office of Pinon, New Mexico. 
After this came the frightful desert where 300 of the Indians were "ill", 
the prickley pear had "ended", the guides urged the Christians, "to go 
after the cattle, upward, toward the north"; here they left their straw 
trunks and the "things which were old", and finally with "20 of those in 
health" they crossed the lower end of what is now the Tularosa Valley, 
through what is now St. Augustine pass in the Organ Mountains and came 
to the Rio Grande. From here they went 15 days "along a river, upward", 
probably to the present site of Socorro, then 20 days westward and then, 
"downward toward the sea", 200 leagues to Culiacan. 

The facts are evident. The prize for establishing this route is 
worth while for if this coming celebration is staged in the proportion 
which is now planned, New Mexico will have 10,000,000 out-of-state visitors 
in the year 1940. It seems to me that the Park Service, which is in pos
session of all the leading attractions in the state should be most inter
ested in offering help to stage this show correctly and successfully. Is 
there not a historian in the Park Service who can work up the material and 
be present when the programs are to be planned? It seems to me worth while. 

The plot thickens in this travel count of mine. Last week I had the 
wratchman at the headquarters area count cars for me when he was loafing --
just kind of checking up on myself. On four days when it was cold and damp 
we didn't have a single registration but the watchman reports that during 
that time he had counted 63 cars which stopped at the Sands. How are we 
going to work these "established" percentages on that kind of registration': 
I can't. But I have another place where I can work them. 
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The State Highway Department has established a pair of electric eyes 
just south of Alanogordo, which not only count the cars but also record 
the minute that they pass. In addition to this automatic counter, they 
have regular part time count several times a month and also the port of 
entry count just south of town. In answer to my inquiry as to the number 
of cars on the White Sands road, Mr. Sumner, State Manager, in charge, 
says, "We have been making regular traffic counts since June in addition 
to installing the automatic counter and while we are not yet ready to an 
nounce a completed count, to date our records show that there is an aver
age of 241 vehicles per 24 hour day, using the road past the White Sands." 

On the basis of this count, we would have 87,965 cars through the 
monument in a year and on the basis of four people to the car it would 
mean 351,860 people through the monument and on the basis of 36$ stopping 
to visit it givues us 126,669 annual visitors, actually playing in the 
Sands. Pretty castles, in the air, aren't they, Boss? 

But here are the facts in the case: 541 registrations from 34 states 
and four foreign countries. On the basis of 14$ registration it gives us 
3,864 visitors this month. 

The walls of the parking area are nearing completion; the rangers 
residence and the headquarters building are moving rapidly. A. E. Under
bill and his engineering crew are on the job in connection with building 
three miles of road into the Sands and a woman in Abilene, Texas, writes 
that she wants 88 souvenirs of the White Sands to ffive each of her senior 
bible class a Christmas present. So, all in all, we are progressing 
nicely. 

**********Qo************ 

WALNUT CANYON By Milton Wetherill, In Charge 

A-l Shot and removed large rock which was in the center of the trail. 

A-2 Shot and removed a large rock. With the removal of this rock, I 
was able to grade the trail and avoid steps which would have been necessary 
if the rock had not been removed. 

C-l Finished trail at point C of last month; this leaves a level trail 
and removes what was a bad place in the trail. 
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D-l Widen the trail by building a small rock wall. This was done 
because the trail passed under a leaning Douglas Fir, which made it a 
bad place to pass. 

E-l Built a new trail around a large rock over which the trail went. 
New trail continued on for a distance of fifty feet on an easy grade. 
This section of new trail is about six feet lower than the old trail and 
eliminates a steep place that was on the old trail. This part of the 
trail was bad when there was snow on the ground. 

G: Widen the trail which at this point went between two large rocks. 
The old trail was too narrow and had a right angle turn in it. With the 
widening of the trail at this point the right angle turn was eliminated. 

K: Yiiden the trail which at this point was partly stairs. Also cut 
in a new twenty foot trail part of which was built by rolling large rocks 
in a draw and building up a wall. 

Spent two days timber crusing for posts for signs; have cut a few 
of the posts, but good posts of the size called for on the blueprint 
are few and far between. 

Animals observed at the Monument: 

Mule Tail Deer Coyote spc? 
Atert Squirrel Cottontail spcl 
Texas Jack Rabbit Say Ground Squirrel 
Gray-necked Chipmunk Arizona Porcupine 
San Francisco Mountain Wood Rat 

Birds observed in the Monument during December: 

Cooper Hawk Spurred Towhee 
Western Horned Owl Mountain Chickadee 
Red-backed Junco Gray-headed Junco 
Shufeldt Junco Rocky Mountain Nuthatch 
Pygmy Nuthatch Long-crested Jay 
Woodhouse Jay Townsend Solitaire 
Chestnut-backed Bluebird Western Robin 
Red-shafted Flicker Lead-colored Bush-tit 
Clark Nutcracker Canyon Wren 
Pine Siskin Pink-sided Junco 
American Ravin White-breasted Woodpecker 
Western Red-tail Mountain Bluebird 
Bandire Crossbill Mexican Crossbill 

149 birds were banded this month. This does not include repeats and 
returns. 
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i O N T O By J. Doug Harritt, In Charge 

Total visitor travel to Tonto National Monument for the month of 
December was 252 persons. 166 visited the ruins and museum; 39 visited 
the ruins only; 31 visited the museum only. lo persons saw the ruins 
from the parking area, making neither a ruin nor a museum trip. Total 
ruins trips numbered 62; total museum trips numbered 62. Total time 
guiding ruins trips was 3,098 minutes; total time guiding museum trips, 
964 minutes; average time ruins trips, 49.96 minutes; average time mu
seum trips, 15.54 minutes; average time total per party, 65.50 minutes. 

Weather during the month was generally fair, although some rain 
fell early in the month and again as the report closes. Maximum tem
perature was 67 degrees; minimum temperature v̂ras 32. Total rainfall 
•was 1.39 inches. Range conditions seem good with much new grass in 
evidence. The country generally is becoming greener, and all indications 
point to a fine display of flowers in the spring. 

Work on the trail and road was limited to smoothing out of rocky 
stretches, removal of snugs, and attempted drainage. Condition of the 
trail is fairly good. Numerous complaints were received on the condition 
of the approach road which is very rocky and rough. 

Only official visitor of the month was Jerome liendron of Bean Canyon 
section, who made an overnight stop on his way down from the northern 
country. We had a fine gab session, and I surely enjoyed meeting him 
and getting the news of more northern climes. 

With this, the last report for the year 1936, going in, and the new 
year rolling around, I want to wish the outfit the best of luck and a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year. Also to express my thanks, and express 
the pleasure I have had working with the gang the past two seasons. 

L . H I K I C A H U A By Frank L. Fish, Custodian 

The end of last month left us with snow covering the monument. Cold 
nights prevailed during the larger part of the month. At high elevations 
snow remained for a long period on the trails. The cold snap finally gave 
away and for the past three nights we have had no front. In fact last night 
a party of campers slept On the ground and remarked how warm it was. Don 
Erskine is right, Arizona's climate is quite changeable. 

Some stretches of the approach roads are in very poor shape; so far 
visitors have not complained. It must be the scenery that makes them for
get. The boys up in a few northern monuments have an erroneous idea about 
the best monument. When- they have traveled more broadly I believe they 
will realize such a designation belongs further south in Arizona. For 
details the extreme S. E. Corner. It is probably their realization of 
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the fact that causes such a stir in the monthly reports from that way. 
I should never have entered any protest except their continual blowing 
is ruining our climate down here. Those north winds are plenty frigid. 

Visitors for the month numbered 273 arriving in 59 cars. 22 states 
were represented. An even 200 came from Arizona. 61 of these were CCC 
boys in trucks from F-64-A> Nogales, Arizona. Most of these boys could 
be counted as out of state visitors. Counting the enrollees as a special 
party would leave us 212 regular tourists as against 120 for last year. 

The weather and snow covered trails kept the hikers off the trails. 
Out of the entire group only seven or eight were actually dressed for 
hiking. Four others came dressed for riding and saw the monument in 
that way. 

I concur that no roads should be made through the scenic wonders 
of the monument. My idea in last month's report was to bring the exist
ing conditions out and suggest as a remedy a take off from the Massai 
Point road at the Barbecue Fit end take a course on the north exposure of 
the ridge there and arrive at an area approximately a mile from the "Heart 
0' Rocks". I also had in mind to keep the road to a truck trail standard 
and from looking over the sight it seems practical and I believe the road 
could be hidden very nicely. It must be remembered such a road would be 
entirely outside of the present monument boundaries. 

Park Service visitors during the month were: Chuck Richey, Clinton 
Rose, Architect Eastman from Colossal Cave, George N. Keller, inspecting 
ECW equipment, and J. W. nendron, acting custodian of Bandelier National 
Monument. I was sorry Hendron arrived while I was in town but we met on 
the road later and had a short visit. Incidentally, J. W. was slightly 
misinformed. Bronson Harris, CCC guide, meant 20 million more or less 
instead of 20 billion in regards to the age of Rhyolite. Bronson states 
he "kinda" detected a grin appear on Hendron's face. 

A shipment of signs was received during the month from Bandelier. 
Clinton Rose desires to use these for temporary purposes until such time 
as a project can be set up for more permanent ones. 

The ranger residence and equipment shed are about completed and the 
enrollees along with the men in charge can be proud of doing an excellent 
piece of work. 

I expect to move into the new residence the 29th or 30th of this 
month but in the meantime it will be necessary for me to drive to Hobbs, 
New Mexico, for Corabeth and the "Minnows". Considering Bronson Karris 
and Homer Bennett are quite capable in handling the visitors and this is 
the slack season of the year, I shall leave here the 24th and arrive back 
the 29th expecting to see the famous Caverns on the way for the first 
time. MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A LAPPY NEW YEAR. 
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C H I RJ C A H U A t C V V By Wm. Stevenson, Project Sup • t. 

The 1'assai Point-Balanced Rock Trail advanced 1,500 feet, making a 
total of 2,650 feet to date. 

The Sara Deming-Balancec Rock connection progressed 700 feet. Work 
will be discontinued on trail construction until after the holidays. 

One half mile of Rhyolite Trail was maintained this month, making a 
total of one and a half miles. Actually 5,000 feet were completed in 
November. The 500 feet shown was an error in copying. One mile of Sara 
Deming was maintained. 

The headquarters ranger station is 99$ complete. 

The equipment shed is 95,o complete. 

Some finishing work has been done this month on the headquarters 
utility area and service road. Landscape Architect Rose plans to spend 
some time with us after January 1 and assist in the completion of this 
project. 

Backsloping on the Massai Point road has continued throughout the 
month. The recent rains have so loosened the material in the rock cut 
sections that 800 yards of rock were handled without the use of powder. 

Work has continued on Highway Maintenance and the Rock Quarry. 

******** +00*********** 

M O N T E Z U M A C A S T L E By Russell Farmer, Acting Custodian 

Travel has been slow this month except for flurries on weed-ends and 
holidays. Although the weather has been fine here, the entrance roads 
from Prescott and Flagstaff have been covered with snow a few times. This, 
along with road repairs and detours, has probably been sufficient to dis
suade many prospective visitors from coming in. Travel seems to be in
creasing with the approach of the holidays and the neighboring dude ranches 
report that their facilities are fully reserved over Christmas. 

The register shows that 512 visitors from 22 states and one party 
from Canada visited the monument this month. Of this number, 344 climbed 
the ladders to the castle and 395 attended the museum. We have a great 
number of local people who sign the register but do not avail themselves 
of guide service since they only desire a place to picnic. All these 
people are contacted but are not shown on the records. 

On November 29, a group of seven students o.nd two instructors from 
the Arizona Desert School spent a few hours on the Monument. On the same 
day, 28 men from the Sedona CCC Camp and 34 from the Beaver Creek Camp 
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visited the Castle and Museum. We have tried to impress the officers 
and educational advisors with the fact that they would receive much better 
service if they could come on Saturday rather than on Sunday when there 
is a peak load of other visitors. 

Mr. Jackson's resignation became effective on December 1, and the 
community as a whole regretted to see him sever his connections with the 
Service with which he has spent so many years. Mr. Jackson says that 
half the people were mistaking him for Montezuma and that he thought he 
had better move on before he became a landmark. He very kindly continued 
to assist me with the contact work until I was able to secure the services 
of Harry Lockart as a per diem guide. Mr. Jackson is still here and I 
call upon him freely for advice and suggestions about the work. 

The water system has had two of its customary breakdowns this month 
by way of initiating the new regime. Since neither of them occurred on 
Saturday night, the affairs were not serious. The eccentricities and in
tricacies of this water system sure prevent a man from brooding too much 
on his other troubles. 

Bearing in mind the fact that accomplishment in the field is not 
measured by the length of the report, I close by wishing the personnel 
and their families, A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR. 

********00**** ****** 

I U M A C A C O K I By Louis R. Caywood, Custodian 

Visitor registration continues to climb to new high levels. For the 
past month there were 1,233 visitors contacted and shown through the mis
sion. An additional 142 stopped and looked from the parking area or used 
the facilities offered by this monument, making a total of 1,375 which 
number eclipses any previous December record. 

Weather conditions have been very favorable for this time of the year. 
A few days in the last part of November were rainy, but December to the 
time of writing has been sunny and warm. Eastern visitors spending the 
winter here certainly enjoy these springlike days and their usual remark 
is, "When I left the snow was 12 inches deep and getting deeper 
every day." 

A number of newsworthy visitors stopped at the monument during the 
month. Dr. and Mrs. H. C. Bumpus and Miss Florence Tarr Marten were here 
on December 18. Dr. Bumpus was extremely interested in the proposed mu
seum developments and even asked if I belonged to the left hand or right 
hand school of museums. He said this controversy reminded him of another 
one about twenty years ago when the question was whether or not a prehis
toric Indian pot should be washed before being put on display. 
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Dr. and Mrs. Ralph L. Beals and their two boys paid us a visit on 
their return from Mexico. Dr. Eeals is now connected with the University 
of California at Los Angeles, Westwood, California. He was visiting the 
Yaqui country in Mexico. 

Charlie Steen and Paul Beaubien vere Park Service visitors on the 
10th. Charlie looked over the Papago ceremonial material at this monu
ment. Paul Beaubien came again on December 12 showing his sister, Nell 
B. Nichols of Topeka, Kansas, the highlights of Southern Arizona. 

J. W. Hendron, Acting Custodian of Bandelier National Monument, 
visited us on December 21 on his way to Chiricahua National Monument. 

Charlie Steen came again on December 22 bringing Dr. MacDougall, 
Wildlife Technician from the Oklahoma Regional Office. 

Treasure hunters are as numerous as ever. The manuscript telling 
how to find the treasure is usually the same, but the conditions under 
which it was gotten are very different and always make the manuscript 
very valuable and old. The latest one is that a copy of the original was 
obtained by an old Spaniard who had made the copy in Mexico City many 
years ago. He then had visited the area around Tumacacori Mission and 
had seen the rock bearing the inscription CC D which was the identifi
cation for the buried treasure. T D Now,it seems, this rock 
is gone. The folks who have a copy of the original manuscript complained 
that they could not make out the wo res where the old paper had been folded. 
And the Spanish used in the manuscript was very different from modern 
Spanish. It seems as though even treasure hunters have their troubles. 

The reproduction of the Spanish arrastra has been completed and is 
attracting considerable attention. I now feel that visitors go away with 
a better knowledge of what an arrastra looked like and how it worked. 
This arrastra is small, being only 5' 2" in diameter. The height is 7' 
and the distance between the two upright poles is 14' 6". It will only 
accommodate one arrastra stone and can be operated by one burro. When 
I find the old Spanish gold mine, Virgin de Guadelupe, I will try out 
the arrastra to see if it will really work. 

Mr. James B. Felton and wife arrived at Tumacacori December 9. Mr. 
Felton, Jim to us, reported for duty on December 10 and has made rapid 
strides in mastering the knowledge to answer the questions regularly asked 
by visitors. Jim has spent two and one half years at the Petrified Forest 
before coming here as permanent ranger. I am sure everyone in Southwestern 
Monuments joins me in welcoming Jim and Margaret into our Southwestern 
family and wishing them the best of luck. 

*********00*********** 
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V V U P A l Kl By J. W. Brewer, Ranger in Charge 

500 Use of Monument Facilities by the Public 

52 guests registered at Wupatki; 66 at the Citadel; 10 names are 
duplicated, leaving a total of 108 visitors to this monument in December, 
1936; 1935, 63; 1934, 42. 

530 Newsworthy Visitors 

Dr. II. S. Colton and Mr. L. L. Hargrave to see the burials in Room 
7 on the 50th. 

Geologist Vandiver and Ranger Yve the rill, to discus geological fea
ture signs and installation, on the 12th. (These fellows caught me in 
bed with a touch of flu, and the next time I saw Van he was in bed with 
a span of broken ribs) 

Mr. James 0. Grandstaff of the Range Breeding Laboratory, to see 
the rugs Sallie's weavers are making with the experimental wool samples, 
on the 14th. 

On the 15th, Mr. and Mrs. R. W. Kussey of the National Forest 
Service. 

Acting Custodian Hendron on the 16th just in time to join the 
Navajo Christmas party. 

021 Weather 

Generally overcast days and cooler than expected nights have pre
vailed. (I'm trying to write this in Coolid-e and find I do not have 
a record for the balance (24th to 30th) of November. 

Days cloudy 16 
Days Sunny 5 
Light snow on the 11th 
Maximum temperature 56° on the 7th. 
Minimum temperature 13 on the 17th 
Precipitation Trace 
Anemometer 3,504 total miles 
Maximum 24 hour reading 350.2 on the 18th 
Minimum 24 hour reading 172.6 on the 12th 

Since the anemometer does not record daily readings and requires 
constant close attention I thought it best to remove the cups and tover 
the instrument with canvas. 
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Bird-Banding 

Attached are the 1936 form Bi 860 bird banding records complete to 
date. 

Banding records not previously submitted to your office are as 
follows: 

October 27 - Two Gambel Sparrows 
October 27 - Two Slate-colored Juncoes (This is the first record 

of the occurrence of Slate-colored Juncoes on 
Wupatki National Monument) 

November 13 -Four House Finches 
November 15 -One Bouse Finch 

Monument bird files are up to date. 

General 

On the 21st the Custodian abdicated and turned the keys over to 
Clyde Peslacai. 

Correspondence is up to date; everything is under lock and work 
is laid out for Clyde so I'm turning the wheel over to Sallie who will 
take you on a trip thru the Kishmus party (See Supplement). 

***** *.-t-* * * Q O * ********** * 

O U N S E T L , 4 A l ER By James W. Brewer, in Charge 

141 visiters registered at Sunset Crater National Monument in 
December, 1936} 1935, 55; 1934, 53. 

Photographs of the geology signs requested by the Washington office 
have been taken and prints will be supplied very soon. 

This month I have had the CCC boys do a lot of planting of trees 
and shrubbery. On the 10th and 11th we got from Moccasin some 500 Wild 
Rose roots, and set out by the east entrance, at the bead of the meadow, 
and some at the southeast corner of the- meadow. On the 14th and 15th 
we set out 200 or more of shadscale in front of the west cabin and will 
get some other kind of brush when the weather gets colder. 

December 21 and 23 we set out about 130 trees; some, to replace 
those that died from last year's planting; and then, some to fill up 
ground around the parking area and camp ground. 

I believe that with all the trees and shrubbery now planted we 
will take care of all the water that we have until we can get it piped 
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c]oser to the trees (ought to have about 300 or 400 feet of 2" pipe 
for this). 

I have fainally made a break to arrange the museum articles into 
groups and have taken the east room, second floor of the lower house, 
for the ancient and modern Indian material. The middle room I will use 
as a geological and rock room., and the west room will be left for the 
telegraph office when We get the material to go in it. 

A part of the east room on the ground floor of the lower house is 
being used for an office, and I also have a few pioneer relics which will 
be assigned to other parts of the building when I get them worked out. 

Nature Notes 

On November 28, with two scouts and the old Dodge truck, I went 
to the Mammoth Fish Hatchery and brought back 3,000 or 4,000 Rainbow 
and Eastern Brook Trout and put in the two ponds in front of the Fort. 
The fish are doing fine as revealed by the fact that they will not 
take the bread and feed that is thrown into the pond. Apparently 
there is sufficient natural food in the food to satisfy their apetite. 

I haven't done a lot of bird banding this month, partly because 
I have been doing something else and again the birds do not care for 
my feed. Nevertheless, 1 have banded the following: 

11 (Jamb e 1 S p a r r ow s 
4 Song Sparrows. 

I have had many repeats. I killed one cat that has been around the 
fort. 

The other day I was up on the hill looking the monument over and 
I saw hundreds of plants growing, some of them having four to six leaves. 
The grass on the southern slopes is ton to 12 inches high. 

With all the moisture that has fallen this month we ought to have 
a lot of flowers next summer. On December 4 it rained and snowed, amount
ing to three-quarters of an inch; then on the 15th, 16th, and 17th it 
rained and snowed most of the time, giving us more than l^ inches. 

The ECTJ" projects that the boys have been working on this month are 
the planting of trees and the ditch elimination. I am anxious to get 
some of the plans for the tables and drinking fountains and pile lines 

- if they have been approved. 

***** *****oo*********** 

SOUTHWESTERN MONUMENTS 389 MONTHLY REPORT FOR DECEMBER, 1936 



f \ L I t C K U I N By T. C. M i l l e r , Custodian 

General 

Approach roads to the Monument, except a short stretch of mad be
tween Aztec Ruin and Farmington, which is under construction, have re
mained in excellent condition all the month. Wolf Creek, Red Mountain, 
Monarch, Rabbit Ears, Tennessee and Berthoud Passes are all open and 
well maintained. Consequently the Aztec Ruin has received more visitors 
from the north and from the south during the month of December than it 
had last year. 

Travel 

576 people were guided through the ruins. They entered the Monument 
in 165 cars, coming from 19 states and one foreign country, China. Visi
tors average about 3jj persons per car. The travel for the same month 
last year was 391, showing an increase of 185. 

Weather 

Weather has been excellent the entire month. Weather statistics 
show maximum temperature 60 on November 27; minimum temperature, 5 on 
December 12; precipitation, .02 melted snow was recorded during the 
month. 

New Improvements 

Natural gas was installed in the custodian's residence November 
21 and 22 for heating purposes. Then on December 12 we installed gas 
in the administration building for heating the office and museum, by 
placing a gas burner in the coal burning furnace. This arrangement 
has proven very satisfactory unless the cost is prohibitive. 

On December 8 we began work with a small orew to plant the area 
on west side of administration building where gravel was piled for use 
on the parking area. This work was done under Roads and Trails allot
ment. The area was filled with sage, chamise, chico and rabbit brush, 
using the larger plants near the walls and sloping toward the building. 
There were also a few yucca and juniper planted. 

On the east side of the area we removed the large cottonwood tree 
that was dead and filled this in with some of the above mentioned plants. 

All this planting in front of the building is now complete and 
approximately 80^ complete on the sides. In addition to the shrubs 
native grasses will be used around the building. 

This work will probably be completed early in January. 
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Guided Trips 

We have been doing q uite a bit of experimenting in taking our 
visitors through the ruins. On December 15 vvre started taking our 
visitors from the museum building up the paved walk on the west side 
of the ruin, entering the ruin at the northwest corner, shotting the 
underground rooms which are all of prehistoric work, including the 
artifacts displayed, then ascending the steps to the highest point in 
the ruins overlooking the entire pueblo, where the visitor gets the 
best view of the ruins; then continuing our trip on down to the court 
and finishing with the Great Kiva, which, although restored, is the 
masterpiece of Southwestern archeology. The purpose of this change 
was to impress the visitor first that it was a prehistoric ruin and 
not a restored pueblo. It is believed that this trip is going to work 
out very nicely. However, we are still experimenting and studying the 
guide service in this Monument and should we find a better route that 
is the way our visitors will be handled, but so far excellent results 
have been obtained. 

Personnel 

I entered on duty at Aztec Ruin November 23 and Custodian Faris 
departed for Canyon de Chelly National Monument on November 30. Oscar 
Tatman, guide, separated from the Service December 15. We surely hated 
to see Oscar leave as we have found him to be a mighty good man and a 
good guide. Mrs. Viola Turner entered on duty as guide December 18 as 
we have been getting more visitors during the Christmas Holidays than 
one guide can handle. Mrs. Turner needs no introduction to the South
western Monuments as she has been employed in various capacities at this 
Monument for several years. To date her services as guide have been 
very satisfactory. 

It was necessary to work a small crew of men planting shrubs around 
the administration building for about ten days, as mentioned elsewhere 
in this report. 

Special Visitors 

Mr. Lloyd Case and Mrs. A. W. Ayres, from Durango Chamber of Com
merce, were interested visitors on December 15. Custodian Faris, from 
Canyon de Chelly National Monument, arrived and departed on December 23. 
It was nice to see Johnwill back on his old stomping ground if only for 
a few minutes and while we are on this subject, Boss, I would like to 
set all the readers of the Southwestern Monthly Reports right and save 
the Government money of employing a psychologist to study the changes 
from Chaco to Aztec, Aztec to de Chelly, and de Chelly to El Morro, re
ferred to under the heading of Comments in the November report. Yfithin 
the Monument boundaries of Chaco Canyon National Monument 18 major ruins 
are found. These ruins are without equal in the United States. No other 
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archeological area in the entire Southwest exhibits such a high develop
ment. In addition to the 18 major ruins some 200 house mounds have been 
mapped and surveyed, and these are what I was referring to in my November 
Chaco Canyon report when I said "Aztec is a better ruin than the house 
mounds in Chaco Canyon." However, Aztec is a good Monument with many 
advantages and I certainly appreciate being stationed here. Mr. Faris, 
former Custodian here, has certainly set a high standard of service and 
it is going to keep a man busy maintaining such a record. We hope he 
makes a good cliff-dweller and certainly wish him well with his new 
assignment. 

C f J A C O C A M Y O J N By T. C. Miller, In Charge 

General 

Weather in Chaco this month has been very good. Not enough snow 
to make the roads bad at all; in fact, the road from Thoreau to Chaco 
is in better shape than ever before. 

Weather Statistics 

Maximum temperature, 54 on the 16th; minimum temperature, 5 on 
December 6. .05 inch precipitation, rain and melted snow, was recorded 
during the month. 

Travel 

220 people entered the Monument in 70 cars from ten states. 

Activities of Other Agencies in the Monument 

The Soil Conservation Service has planted 37,830 trees in and along 
the Chaco Wash. It has also replanted about 3,000 of the older ones that 
were planted by that Service more than a year ago. 31,580 willows, 2,000 
wild plums, 3,000 broad leaf cottonwood, 1,250 narrow leaf cottonwood 
were planted. 

Rodent control was continued around the earth dykes on the Canyon 
near the ruins of Bonito and Kin-Klet-soi, five gallons of carbon bisul
phide gas being used. Seventy-five Kangaroo Rats and Antelope ground 
squirrels were trapped following the same ground that the carbon bisul
phide was used on. The work was started with ten men and five more were 
added on the 15th. No dirt was moved by the Soil Conservation during 
the month. 

School of American Research 

The Y»PA Project is still iinrisr way uadar fcha BnpacriaiQja o£ 
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Gordon Vivian. There have been about 200 cubic yards of dirt moved from 
the small ruin of Lay-Yit-Kin under the supervision of Miss Dutton and 
Miss James. This work was done in the early part of the month and there 
is no excavation going on at present. 

Four hogans have been completed and two more started. Mr. Vivian 
moved his family cut and they are occupying one of the new hogans and 
he says they work swell. 

Mr. Vivian has only a small crew of 11 men now but hopes to get 
more in January. 

Threatening Rock 

The three steel bars that serve as gauges in the canyon wall and 
in the Threatening Rock were checked several times during the month. 
First check, November 14, by Engineer Hamilton and at that time it had 
shifted one-fourth inch. It is now obvious that this rock is sure to 
fall and destroy the finest prehistoric wall in the Southwest. Boss, 
don't you think it would be wise to have the Engineering Department 
make a study of this problem soon? It is believed that we should ask 
for the money to take this rock down. 

Monument Inspections 

Chaco Canyon was inspected six times during the month by the custo
dian. Mr. Lavender seems to have the Monument running nicely at this 
time. 

Personnel 

Jack Lavender was employed on November 21 as guide and will remain 
on duty until December 31 and at that time Mr. McKinney will assume 
duties as custodian at Chaco Canyon. 

Yucca h o u s e National Monument 

This Monument was inspected on the morning of December 23. No evi
dence of vandalism was noted. The fence around the Monument is in fairly 
good condition with the exception of one gate that was repaired on that 
date. Mr. Ismay was away from the Monument so was unable to contact any 
of the local people as to travel and so forth. 

********00******** 

CAPULJN MOUNTAIN By Homer J. Farr , Custodian 

Probably the warmest and finest December this country has seen for 
a century was experienced. At least all old-timers say the finest they 
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have ever seen in more than half a century. There was no precipitation 
nor wind, just fine warm days and frosty nights. We are all praying 
for snow but our prayers go unanswered. But even at that I believe we 
are blessed with better weather than some they have down Alabama way, 
according to a conversation the custodian here had with a lady from 
Alabama recently upon being shown around the Volcano, she stated "I 
bettcha hit shore was hot around here when that thar critter was 
sploden"; and she says "Mister, bout how hot does hit get here in the 
summer time?" And the Custodian told her that maximum mean temperature 
ran around 98, whereupon the lady said "Mister, I don't know what you're 
driven at but I want to tell you that hit gits meaner than that in 
Alabama." 

Many visitors have been to our Volcano this month; I estimate 800. 
This is due to the fact that all roads in the vicinity of this monument 
have been in excellent condition all thru the month due to lack of snow 
and rain. 

The roads and trails on and in the Monument are in fair condition 
and have all been used very much this month. Even the camp grounds have 
been used this month as never before. Much highway building is now tak
ing place in and near the town of Capulin, 20 miles west from Capulin 
now being under contract and construction. This will be graveled and 
oiled and the ten miles east of Capulin I understand is to be let under 
contract this winter. This, when completed, will make all pavement 
from the Gulf of Mexico to Canada thru Capulin and within three miles 
of our Capulin Mountain National Monument, and this three-mile strip 
is well graded, graveled and kept in excellent condition. This coming 
summer no doubt we will have plenty of travel to our monument. We are 
expecting fifty thousand this year. 

A rather interesting find was made a few days ago by some local 
boys here, not on but near this Monument. In a cave two large silver 
urns, unused but possibly very old. Observation pointed out that they 
had not been used but have been hidden in this cave for many many years. 
Effort is being made by the custodian to date them and secure them for 
our proposed museum. They have been rather costly in their heyday and 
no doubt were prized very highly by their owner. They are about 15 inches 
high and seven inches diameter at the base. Each has the capacity of 
possibly three quarts. 

*********oo********* 
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HEADQUARTERS STUFF 

Robert H. Rose's Activities 

The period of December 24 to December 31 was taken off duty on sick 
leave because of tonsillotomy. The remainder of the month was spent in 
the headquarters offices. From a personal standpoint I do not recommend 
a day before Christinas tonsil operation as the best possible preparation 
for the enjoyment of a sumptuous Christmas feast. 

Cataloguing 1,200 spaces and c.74 lantern slides, a project brought 
to 40/o complete in November was finished in December. Now all slides are 
in the cabinet catalogued and in designated spaces while a card file for 
each slide has been prepared. With this cabinet under lock and key it is 
believed that the. issuing of slides to field men and to travelling head
quarters officers can be controlled satisfactorily. It will be possible 
to identify and perhaps replace broken and lost slides. About eight days 
were spent in completing this project. 

This month marks the appearance of a second Special Report (No. 12) 
on the Kino Missions Research work done in Bancroft Library, University 
of California, by the writer last summer. The official reports b y Bishop 
de los Reyes made following the Jesuit Expulsion of 17b7 comprise the 
principal material of this report. The shaping up and improvement in 
translations of this material required approximately five days. 

Incidental to the resignation, of W'. J. Winter as Custodian at Casa 
Grande and Al Bicknell, the new'Custodian getting established, part time 
assistance during a total of seven or more days was given to contacts 
work. 

Outside Lecture Contacts: 

The following outside lecture contacts were made by the writer during 
the month of December-. 

1. Gila County Archeological Society, Globe, December 1, at 8:00 PM; 
Illustrated Lecture on the Kino Chain of Iissions; attendance, 
110. 

2. Florence Union High School, December 3, at 10:20 AM; illustrated 
lecture on Kino Missions and activities of Padre Kino; attendance, 
students and faculty, 175. 
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3. Community Church group, Coolidge, December 6, 7:00 PM; illustrated 
lecture on Sonora and Arizona Missions; Young Peoples' group; 
attendance, 25. 

4. Arizona State College, ' Temp"e, December 9 at'8:00 AM; illustrated 
lecture on Kino Missions; attendance, 65. 

5. Florence (Arizona) Notary Club; December 9 at 12:10 PM; illustrated 
lecture on Kino Missions; attendance, 25. 

6. 7th and 8th grade, Coolidge Public Schools; December 14 at 9:00 AM; 
two groups; attendance, 110. (illustrated Lecture on Life of ' 
Padre Kino) 

7. Masonic Lodge open meeting at Casa Grande, Arizona; December 17 
'at 8:00 PM; illustrated lecture on Kino Missions; attendance, 
60. 

Totals: 8 groups; attendance: 570. 

This is the last report which I'll be making as a member of the 
bouthwestern Monuments organization. Starting early in the new year . 
I begin duties as Naturalist for the newiy established Boulder. Dam Re
creational Area with office at Boulder City, Nevada. In closing this 
report I wish to express appreciation for the great circule of friends 
among Southwestern Monuments arid to express the pleasure I have had in 
working with you. The new Boulder 'Dam area is but a stone's throw from 
some of the monuments and I feel sure we shall, have the.pleasure of 
having Southwestern Monuments fo.lk through our new field frequently. 
So, after ins-erting my card in the Monthly Report Mailing List that I 
might keep in touch ever afterward with life among the monuments folk, 
I close with "Adios" to all.. .'•.-.. 

Report of 'Junior Naturalist Steen 

At Headquarters during the entire month with the exception of the 
period December lo to 23 which I, spent at Saguaro National Monument with 
Dr. W. B. MacDougal of the Wildlife Division. Made two trips to Tumaca-
cori National Monument; one, early in the month to take some notes on 
Papago ceremonial material which was collected by George Boundey; the 
second, in company with Dr. MacDougal. 

Junior Naturalist Dale King is on administrative leave; his position 
remains unfilled. 

Gifts and Acoessions -

A lithograph of a Pueblo Indian was received from the Berkeley 
laboratories. This picture is being framed and will be sent to Vial nut 
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Canyon National Monument. 

34 books and pamphlets have been added to the library. These have 
been catalogued and will be listed in the January, 1937, report. 

Phil Hough, Washington's Birthplace National Monument, donated a 
fine map of Mexico and Guatemala, dated 1834. The map shows the bound
aries of Mexico extending as far north as Great Salt Lake, (listed as 
Lake Timpanagos) which is shown to empty directly into the Pacific 
Ocean by means of the Timpanogos River. A number of the Indian tribes 
of the Southwest are located on the map, but with no great accuracy. 
The spelling and location of villages and natural features are of 
interest. 

Bird Banding 

At the headquarters station only 17 house finches were banded during 
December. Four returns were recorded during the same period, two Gambel 
Sparrows, one Crissal Thrasher and one House Finch. 

Milton t'etherill reports 149 birds banded during the month but did 
not mail in a list. 

The report from Leonard Heaton at Pipe Spring lists the following 
birds with new bands; 11 Gambel Sparrows and 4 Song Sparrows. 

Educational Contact Figures (See table on next page) 

In December the Southwestern Monuments had a total travel of 13,021 
visitors which compares well with 8,525 for December, 1935. It does not 
mean that our visitor curve has risen as much as one would think at first 
glance. White Sands and Saguaro account for a large part of the increase 
and I think at White Sands we were too low in our estimates last year 
while we had no one in charge at Saguaro last year and so had no report. 

We do, however, get a real increase at Casa Grande where the same 
checking methods were in use both years. 

Of the 13,021 visitors, we contacted roughly D,061 individuals or 
a little less than half. A little less than half of these 6,000 indivi
duals were contacted a second time, making our total educational contacts 
?5r%e^^rf«ifclym?mnffi|

e8f cfen^c?LPeIs£^ek§£5S^Jsat White 
Sands could have given a great deal of information to the visitors and 
two men there would have been three times as valuable as one man. 

V»e gave 1,019 guided field trips during the month which compares 
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EDUCATIONAL DIVISION (CONT.) 

with 1,2PS the previous month and with 926 for the same month last year. 
The decrease in number of trips from November to December is to be ex
pected; the increase of nearly 1Q# in number of trips over last year is 
a little surprising at first glance but is lar~ely accounted for by the 
increase in visitors at Casa Grande and Aztec. The total time used in 
these field trips this year for December is 41,100 minutes as against 
4o,277 minutes in the same month last year. With an increase in number 
of field trips we get a drop in total 'time expended. The average field 
trip ran 49.9 minutes last year, 35.2 minutes' last month; and 40.3 minutes 
this month. The average party v;as just under six persons. 

We gave 464 museum talks to 2,902 persons as against 284 talks last 
year to 1,508 persons. The average museum talk was 19 minutes this month 
as against 20 minutes for the same month last year and 15.1 minutes last 
month. 

The tabular matter would seem to show that the boys were on their 
toes last month and delivered good service but that we lost good oppor
tunities at White Sands and probably at Saguaro for lack of personnel. 
Tie have a situation at Casa Grande which is causing us some worry in 
the unattended museum visitors but we hope to solve it in the next month 
or two. 
-̂>i —̂s, At J V i ** ******** 0 O*******„-

One of the high spots of the Chaco Canyon report is the news about 
Threatening Rock. I agree with Carroll that it is time to call on the 
engineers, for some suggestions, but I don't want to take the rock down 
if we can avoid doing so. We once had an idea of making one or more 
great steel arrangements like a letter H whose middle bar would be about 
fifteen feet long and whose sides would be about ten feet high. The ma
terial would be of I beam steel, say a ten inch beam or larger, and we 
would bury the side bars, one in the cliff top and the other in the top 
of the Threatening Rock, letting them into the rock four or more feet 
and burying them with concrete. It seems to me two or three such ties 
ought to hold the Rock and.stop all movement except the expansion and 
contraction of the tie beams which might amount to a little more or less 
than a quarter of an inch and would not hurt anything. We will ask the 
Engineers to look into this and give us their ideas. 

I am greatly interested in the new method of handling visitors which 
Carroll Miller is trying out at Aztec. It sounds very logical and will 
probably be more impressive to the visitor. I would like to urge oh all 
of our men net to be afraid to experiment along any new lines, which might 
occur to them in this matter of handling visitors. We don't know very 
much about visitor reaction and part'of what we do know is probably wrong, 
so experiments are certainly in order. After Carroll decides which method 
seems to him to be. the best we will try to work out some method of making 
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CLOSING (CONT.) 

a numerical or time check which will allow us to show the results in some 
tabular form. 

Mote that interesting detail in Mr. Boundey's report from Gran Quivira 
about the results on six rattlesnake bits; all recovered except one who is 
still badly crippled. 

Bud's report from El Morro shows what can sometimes happen in the 
life of a custodian and shows why the life isn't monotonous to say the 
least. 

Sorry I missed Jerome hendron's visit to Headquarters by being in 
Washington, but he had a chance to see how the wheels go- round and they 
tell me he made a fine best man at the wedding. 

TSe intend to call the attention of all our Historians to the Cabeza 
de Vaca problem which Tom Charles raises in his V/hite Sands report this 
month. It is a most interesting problem and, as Tom points out, ought 
to be settled or we may have four or five Cabeza de Vaca pageants travel
ing as many different routes around over Mew Mexico financed by various 
Chambers of Commerce, all to the great consternation of the non-historic 
visitor of the 1940 celebration. 

Casual reading of the Montezuma Castle report might leave the impres
sion that Custodian Jackson is now separated from the Service. Such, how
ever, is not the case; he is taking some forty-odd days of accumulated an
nual leave and, while not technically on duty, will be with us until the 
end of January. As a little side light on Jack, I might say that when we 
had some trouble in locating a temporary guide to relieve him, Jack told 
me over the phone that if we had no objections to his doing so he would 
much rather stick around during his vacation and help the boys out 1 So 
his annual leave is largely technical. 

We are glad to welcome Jim and Margaret Felton into our organization 
as reported by Louis Caywood from Tumacacori. Historical work is a little 
new to Jim but he has proven himself adaptable in his work at the Petrified 
Forest and we are sure he is going to make good with us. 

Mote the interesting find of the two large silver urns in one of the 
caves in the Capulin Mountain region as reported by Custodian Farr. Here 
is another .chance for the Historians to help us out in checking and dating 
these pieces for us. 

And, as a last, word to these comments and to keep the record straight, 
it is certainly fine to come in from a three weeks trip and find practically 
nothing'waiting on my desk and nothing to do about this report except to 
chebk over the excellent work of Don Carlos and Luis, write these few com
ments and ruminations and then settle back into the routine of watching the 
wheels go round. Vie have a fine group down here and it certainly is turning 
out a lot of crood work. 

% , . _i_—~ , . .—. . 
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BANCROFT LIBRARY RESEARCH (CONT.) 

to the work of the Commission. It would be interesting to find other re
cords more nearly contemporary with the actual building -of the Church. 

Present day visitors to Caborca note the appalling damage being done 
to the rear of the church by the incessant battering of the river. On page 
433 of this report we find Fr. D. Tomas Robinson refers to the river and 
the damage it is doing. Pie states that formerly the stream ran in a chan
nel some distance away and that it changed its course as a result of a 
great flood of the river happening in the year 1828. He further infers 
that the damage had not yet started in 1828 for he says that "..the church 
with this change being the nearest to the point of deviation, would be en
dangered in some new flood, and it would be desirable as a work of public 
welfare, that the Minister of Promotion, Colonization and Industry, would 
take.it under his exalted consideration." All of the damage we now see at 
the rear of the church has apparently been done by floods subsequent to the 
inundation of 1828. Thus, we make two observations of interest; Vix., (l) 
in the 108 to 109 years past the damage observed has occurred; while (2) it 
is of intense interest geologically to observe how much, transformation has 
occurred in the meander loops of this river in the period of slightly more 
than 100 years. Of further interest is the fact that in these 108 to 109 
years the Minister of Promotion, Colonization and Industry has apparently 
not taken the matter of altering the stream to its original course under 
his high consideration. 

Because of its interest in helping us spot the location of the earlier 
San Xavier Mission I am including in full the article by Rev. Father Mark 
Bucher, which appeared in the February 1936 number of the Hispanic American 
Review. No translation was involved in this article so it appears exactly 
as written. . . . . . . 

On Page 427, this report, we see reference to Tumacacori as follows: 
"The town of San Jose de Tumacacori is.situated seven leagues south of 
Guevavi, and one from the Presidio of Tubac..." This would just about 
describe the location of Tumacacori as we know it today. Again, on page 
426, this report, we find "...The mission of Guevavi with three visita 
towns, is the most easterly of Upper Pimeria; to the east (oriente) at a 
short league from the town of Tumacacori is situated the Presidio of Tubac; 
to the west (occidente) at a distance of 12 leagues, the Mission of Suamrica 
..." According to this last note, for Tubac to be located a short league 
east, Tumacacori at that time would have to have been situated, a short 
league west of Tubac. This would describe the location of Tumacacori as 
womewhere along the flanks of the Tumacacori Mountains and in one of the 
valleys that opens out just west of Tubac. Since there is a discrepancy 
in describing the location of Tumacacori, between pages 42Y and 427 this 
report, and since both references are from Bishop Reyes, one or the other 
is in error. It would be well, however, to explore thoroughly the canyons 
and mountain flanks west of Tubac because to date nobody seems quite sure 
of the location of the original Tumacacori Church of Kino's day, or of any 
church that might have within a few decades replaced this Kino Church. I 
call attention to these two varying descriptions in location in the hope 
the someone may do a little scouting. 
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CUCURPE 

Reyes - July b, 1772 (Los Santos Reyes de Curcurpe) P.749-
Pimeria Baja (Lower Pimeria) 

The Mission of Cucurpe is the last and most northerly of these which 
are commonly called Lower Pimeria and the province of Sonora. At the pre
sent time it is reduced to a lone (sole) visita town, due to the other 
town's, named San Juan Bautista de Saracache, having been abandoned by 
order of the governor of the provinces. The soil of this abandoned town 
is very advantageous and the most rich in minerals of the province; in 
the year 7_8 (is this an error and should it be 1768 and not 1678?) some 
gold and silver mines were being worked, and it was peopled with nine 
storekeeper's shops, and one hundred and thirty-seven families of Spaniards 
and "gente de razor.." Of Indians native to the town it is evident accord
ing to the censuses: that before (the town's) becoming a mining camp there 
were forty-eight families; but at the time of the abandonment in the year 
70 there were left only five families who congregated in the visita town 
of this mission of Cucurpe. All the land of this mission is continuous, 
broken, hilly country and ravines barren of trees for building (purposes) 
and of small valleys and level lands ("planes") for tilling and sowing. 
To the East at a distance of fifteen and twenty leagues this mission 
borders upon the towns and missions of Banauchi and Arispe, belonging to 
the Valle de Sonora. To the west all is deserted land up to the California 
Gulf thirty leagues distant more or less. To the south fourteen leagues 
(away) is situated the preceding mission of Opodepe, and fifteen leagues 
to the northwest (is) the mission of San Ignacio of Upper Pimeria. 

DELORES: 750 -

In order that one may understand the actual state of Cucurpe Mission, 
it is necessary to mention, that four leagues north of the town of Cucurpe, 
is found situated a small farm of Spaniards and "people of reason" - who 
say they bought,or had given to them, all the land occupied by the towns 
and the old Mission of Delores which Fadre Eusebio Kino administered for 
many years, and (which) served as a yardstick (model) and base for settling 
and establishing the missions of Upper Pimeria. This ancient mission is 
the one which is now called (the) town of Delores, v/hose fertile and ex
tensive lands are divided up among farmers, who for the cultivation of 
their farms, (and) help with their cattle, admit and give a share to as 
many evil-doers and vagabonds as care to accommodate themselves. Of 
"Hiaquis" (probably Yaqui) Indians, alone, the missionaries of Cucurpe 
have counted sometimes thirty-five families who were publicly regarded as 
married, almost all being Indians fugitive from their villages and thieves 
and whomen unfaithful to their husbands; with this liberty some deviltries 
increase notedly in this town of Delores, where there is no longer a church 
nor a minister, as this missionary of Cucurpe administers to them, without 
the least bit of interest, the holy Sacraments and performs the offices 
and burial services (interments) when, they bring the dead, in order to 
bury them in lands of the mission. This disinterest is common (general) 
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and notorious with all of the missionaries of the college of Santa Cruz 
with the Spaniards and "people of reason" who live in the missions, in 
mining camps and farms (which), although they may be very distant, always 
when they are called help quickly; and if some died without the holy 
sacraments it was because they did not give notice in time, or because 
they did not want to enjoin in the known risk and danger of those fron
tiers and enemy lands. The missionaries do not find reason to obligate 
the Indians of the mission to accompany them. They serve in this con
tinual and painful administration of the towns, farms of the Spaniards 
and "people of reason", and for (the occasions) when these die, only the 
Indians serve as pall-bearers,to dig the graves, and set the tombs in 
order to bury them; and, finally, it appears to be against reason and 
justice, these Spaniards' and peoples neither serving nor supplying with 
the least thing for the construction and maintenance of the churches of 
the missions. They solicit and desire to be the only ones to have the 
right of burials, (andJ reserved (designated) sepulchers within the 
temple, and that the Indians of the town should be buried in the striums 
or cemetaries; but the Indians have to do all this and the missionary 
has to conform, if he does not wish that they should slander him with 
the accusations and complaints which these residents (neighbors) of 
Delores have made several times against the missionary of Cucurpe, 
writing to the governor of the provinces "that the Padre-missionary 
wishes to order all that which is the royal jurisdiction; that he offers 
resistance to the decisions of the governor and orders of the King; that 
he is the enemy of the Spaniards and of "people of reason" and other tales 
which they have skillfully fabricated and (which they) know are listened 
to with pleasure. 

CUCURPE - Cont. P. 751 

The town of Cucurpe is situated on a highland or plateau hard by a 
stream which in rainy season runs turbulently. It is entirely surrounded 
by mountains and high, useless, barren hillocks, and only on the northern 
side does it have a narrow valley with good lands where the Indians culti
vate, and work their individual plots of wheat, ccrn, chickpea and other 
seads; but they are (involved) in continual disputes with the residents 
of the neighboring town of Delores, who aspire to and say that the limits 
of their town will be extended very near to the plots of the Indians of 
Cucurpe. The Padre Nicolas de Perera, Jesuit missionary, in behalf of 
the Indians, bought for the sum of six hundred pesos the lands of a ranch 
which were in between the farms of the Indians and the lands of Delores; 
in their claims (pretensions) and contentions with the Indians of Cucurpe, 
this means had not been sufficient to curb those of Delores. Those of 
Cucurpe are of the Ludebe and Opata nations, similar in tendencies and 
customs to their neighbors and relatives of the preceding Mission of 
Opodepe. The church of the town is ornamented inside with two tiny col
laterals and four altars with various paintings or several (pictures) and 
(lienzos) linen hangings with their borders gilded. The structure of 
earth has roofs of good wood and straw, and the sacristry has four 
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chalices, a custodia, a large drinking cup, a high cross, processional 
candleholders, an incensory, a holywater pot, four candlesticks, and a 
lamp, with other little adornments all made of silver, vestments (orna-
mentos) of all kinds and colors, with (the) decorations sufficient for 
altar and divine worship. The house of the Padre-Missionary forms an 
inner patio (court) with the church; (he) has an ample and adequate 
dwelling, and corresponding offices; the structure of earth, and although 
it is new, ruin is threatening some (of the) dwellings and offices. The 
settlement of Indians appears to make a plaza with the church and mis
sionary's house; some have constructed their houses of adobes, but very 
squatty, and so little elevated that they do not attain the average 
height of a man; they are generally very poor in furniture and temporal 
goods. The most diligent and energetic ones have yokes of oxen. During 
these last years they have been spoiled by wandering over sandbanks neg
lecting to plant or cultivate their plots, for which they have suffered 
many needs and hungers. Owing to the shifting about of the Indians, the 
women are the ones who work in their individual plantings, but due to 
this method, > although it meets the necessity, there arise great ills 
and injuries because being a frontier of enemies, these are able to kill 
and steal at will, and the Indians continuing in their disordered liberty 
there is no one to till the soil and defend the town, and it will be nec
essary to abandon it to the enemies. By the census which I have now 
there must be seventy-three families, four widowers and nineteen widows, 
twelve orphans, and the (total) number of souls is two hundred eighty-six; 
almost all understand and speak the Spanish language, and those who are 
willing to attend (the teaching of) the catechism are fairly well educated. 
The communal properties (temporalities) of the Indians are five hundred 
head of sheep, sixteen (head) of cattle, nine horses and mules, some ranches 
or small farms where they say there are wild cattle (being) raised belong
ing communally to the mission. They sow a plot of wheat, corn and other 
seeds and an orchard of trees adjoining the house of the Padre-Missionary; 
some Spaniards live in this town and many families of those who are called 
"people of reason" ("gente de razon") and in some years the number of these 
is greater than that of the Indians of the town. 

TUAPE (San Miguel de Tuape) 752.6 

The town of visit San Miguel de Tuape is situated on the flat top 
of a hill above the arroyo, seven miles south of the preceding town of 
Cucurpe. The next year of seventy, a terrific freshet of the river 
carried away all the lands and orchards of the natives of this town, 
so that at present there are none, nor does this town have lands for 
tilling and sowing within a distance of W o or three leagues; they are 
of the Eudebe and Opata nations, speak their own language and verv few 
understand the Spanish; generally, they are ill-inclined, idle and dis
obedient to the counsels and corrections of the Padre-Kissionary. The 
children and some (of the) old people know the catechism and principal 
tenants of our holy religion, but the rest, because they are not willing 
to attend the teaching of the catechism, are ignorant of the necessary 
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(knowledge) with the (consequent) necessity of a medium in order to be 
able to save themselves. Almost all live needily, hungry, (starved) 
and naked. The church is large, the construction is of adobes (unburnt 
sun-dried bricks) roofed with straw and earth. Inside (it is) ornamented 
with two collaterals of linen, their borders gilded. The sacristry with 
two chalices, and a silver case; five chasulbles, a white prist's gown, 
an amice, and other ornaments of altar and divine worship all very old 
and almost unserviceable. The house of the Padre-Missionary was ruined 
completely this next year of seventy. The town of the Indians composed 
of scattered huts and tiny houses of adobes is situated in the flat top 
of the aforesaid hill. By the census which I have now there must be 
forty-eight families, three widowers, twelve widows, and the (total) 
number of souls is two hundred twenty-eight. The properties (temporali
ties) or goods which are communal, are seventy head of cattle, a small 
planted field of wheat, corn, and an orchard of trees, whose fruits, al
though it is said they are for the Padre-Missionary, belong in common to 
the whole town. This is the present day state of the Indians and missions 
without any omission of any information for personal and material reason. 

GUEVAVI 

Documentos para la Historia de Mexico 

Page 582: - F 1203 - D63-3 Ser. X 

From Guevavi we took Southward along the Las Bolas Road towards the 
missions which remain (falten) and it is through a ridge of mountains 
whose pass is about ten leagues from Guevavi towards the south; and from 
Bolas we arrived two leagues farther to Agua Caliente, the old capitol, 
but at present very small, because of having been destroyed and having 
had killed a number of its residents in the uprising. (That) from here 
to Saric, (head) headquarters of the Mission of this name, with protec
tion of Nestra Sencra de los Dolores, along a southwesterly direction, 
five leagues through the town of Bussani, visita and station of this 
mission, two leagues distant from its headquarters, which is located 
at 31 degrees 56 minutes of latitude and 262 degrees 56 minutes of long
itude. The Padre Miguel Gersmer works there (in the mission); he has 
three visita towns, the one which we already saw from Bussani; another 
about a half a league from the capitol, Agua Caliente, to the northeast; 
and the third located at two leagues to the east. In Saric the uprisen 
(Indians) killed sixteen people consisting of eight Spanish men and the 
remainder women and children on the night of November 20 of 751 (l75l), 
and the Padre-Missionary on information which he had received succeeded 
in leaving a half hour before they searched for him at Tubatama, seven 
leagues away to the south, which is the headquarters of the Mission which 
follows. 
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Tumacacori - (F 1205 - D6?) 
(3 Ser x ) 

Page 583: "Doc. para de la Hist, de Hex. Chapter VII & IV 
Reyes in 1764 

"Here we have to travel another thirty leagues south, to the royal 
Presidio of Tubac, where we will be able to rest and, in the afternoon, 
to move on to Tumacacori and Calabasas, two other towns of Guevavi, on the 
"Gussadac Pima" or "agua grande" which is the principal part and is found 
in 32° 20' latitude and 263° 12' of longitude. Its missionary (is) the 
Padre Custodio Xjmeno. (It or he) has three towns of visit which we al
ready saw from the road, Bonostac, Calabasas and Tumacacori. The first is 
ten leagues distant to the northeast; the second four to the north and the 
third seven to the northwest; about one league from the Presidio (is) the 
fourth which it has, and it was called "Arivaca1;1; together with its locality 
the Pimas devastated it in the year 751 (1751), and it used to be about 
twelve leagues from the headquarters. There is a gold mine near to this 
town and several silver mines, and they are worked at the present time." 

(This note on Tumacacori by Pinart is translated from the French and 
is placed here for comparison purposes. 

Tumacacori: F 811 P 64 "Voyage Dans L'Arizcna" 
by Alphonse Pinart. 

Excerpt from the Bulletin of the Geographic Society 
Paris - March 1677. (Translated from the French) 

Page 14 -

Having concluded my observations at the Casa (Casa Grande), I left 
Mr. Walker on the 18th of February (1876) and arrived at Tucson, the 
capitol of the territory of Arizona, on the morning of the 19th. Tucson 
does not present anything remarkable, if it were not that it is the first 
town built by the Spaniards in upper Pimeria and owes its existence to a 
mission where the ruins, are seen still on the left side of the town. 
This one here (Celle-ci) is built American style and preserves all the 
originality of this population. After Tucson I visited the Mission of 
San Xavier del Bac where there is found a magnificent church still in 
good condition and built by the Jesuit missionaries during the course 
of the last century. It is also at San Xavier that there is found the 
principal village of the Papago Indians, allied to the Pimas and speaking 
their language. I took the direction to the south from there, attempting 
to penetrate into Sonora and visit the two ancient missions in ruins at 
Tubac and Tumacacori: I arrived near to the Scnoran town of Santa Cruz, 
but there difficulties presented themselves, and by reason of revolutions 
which were desolating this unfortunate country, I had to retrace my stops. 

(Has desc. Casa Grande also) 
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TUBUTAMA 

Page 583 "Documentos para de Historia de Mexico*" 

1. Its missionary is the Padre Luis Vivas, (who) has a visita town 
two leagues to the Southwest. Another four leagues farther in the same 
direction, comes the town of Ati, headquarters of this mission Due 
to the death of its Padre-Missionary Jose Rafenrichter, he administers 
this mission pending the arrival of a successor from Mexico. Padre Luis 
Vivas administers it with its visita Uquitoa three leagues away in this 
same direction; as also Niterin administers to the extent of his ability 
the Mission of San Miguel de Sonostac, where the Pimas killed, in the 
year already cited, Padre Enrique Ruen. Near Uquitoa there used to be 
a silver mining town in which on the night before the 21st day of 
November 757 (1757) the besiegers cruelly put to death Bomesario and some 
other Spaniards 

....Padre Antonio Maria. Beroz cultivates this mission (Caborca).... 
with its two visita towns Pitic which we saw, and Bissani eight leagues 
further to the southwest (the direction of nearly this whole river) and 
about twenty leagues from the ocean.... 

In Caborca there had died at the hands of the besieging Pimas two 
Padres of the Jesuit order, in the year of 1694, the Venerable Padre 
Fr. Javier Saeta; and in 1751, on the 21st of November Padre Tomas Tello; 
at the same time they cruelly put to death Padre Enrique Ruen in San 
Miguel de Sonostac, about fifty leagues to the northwest of Caborca. 

OPQDEPE 

(Mission de Nuestra Sefiora de la Asuncion de.Opodepe) 
746' - Doc. Para de la Hist, de Mex. 3d Ser. 

The mission of Opodepe with a visita town is situated on the banks 
of a stream which runs north (and) south between hills and has small 
plots of level ground for tilling and sowing; to the- east, fiften or 
sixteen leagues distant are situated the towns and mission of Aconchi; 
to the east, at a distance of eight leagues, is situated the ruined and 
destroyed mission of Populo where the Seris used to live stably prior 
to their rebellion and uprising of the year 40 (1740); to the south, at 
a distance of twenty leagues, is situated the mission of Ures, and four
teen leagues to the north, the towns and mission of Cucurpe, and on account 
of the Seris having revealed themselves, the Synod of the mission of 
Populo determined and assigned that there should be established a mis
sionary in this one of Opodepe, with its visita town. 

The town of Opodepe is situated on the mesa of a hill adjoining the 
stream which runs narrowly encased (ericajonado) between a nearby mountain 
to the west, and the "plan" (Table land) on which the town is situated; 
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all the neighboring land is barren and has no level ground for tilling 
and sowing. The good lands which are somewhat distant in a northerly 
direction, have been taken and appropriated to themselves by twelve or 
thirteen families of people of reason, who are established in a ranch 
which is commonly called El Realito; at a short league from this town 
of Opodepe to the south at two and three leagues there are some level 
lands adjoining the stream with good soil, where the Indians go to sow 
their individual plots of wheat, corn and other seeds; in the environs 
of the town and on shores of the stream some Indians have their tiny 
orchards with figs, peaches, quinces, pomegranates, and other trees and 
fruits; the church of this town is being constructed of adobes (while) 
at the present time a bower with vestibules (porches) of the house of 
the Padrc-I issionary serves as a church. This (the house) is composed 
of a patio and two inconvenient (uncomfortable) dwellings of which one 
serves as a sacristry. The adornments and service of altar and divine 
worship are two chalices, a high crocs, processional candle holders, 
incensory, a lamp, "azetre", and an all silver baptismal case, three 
new vestments of gallooncd (braided, trimmed) cloth, with some other 
ordinary ones of all kinds and colors. The Indian villar.e is situated 
on the "plan" of the some hill, its houses badly disposed (placed) and 
embowered. The Indians say that they are of the Euedebo and Grata nations, 
but in reality they are a deviation and composite (mixture) of Spaniards, 
(mulatos) natives (coyotes) and other breeds. These crossbreeds, which 
almost all who are registered (included in the census) in the town are, 
wish to be Indians, so that the priest of the locality should not ask and 
collect his dues and prequisites, so that the Padre-Kissionary should ad
minister, should aid and rescue them in their needs; but they do not wish 
to be commanded and governed like Indians, nor do they obey the correc
tions and counsels of the Padre-Hiss.ionary; from this original cause 
there result many ills and gravest disturbances; it is impossible to 
instruct and indoctrinate them as they require (need); they are of a 
lively temperament, generally understand and speak the castillian tongue, 
and solicit clothes to dress themselves with but they are very poor in 
earthly (temporal) goods; they do not have furniture and their possessions 
reduce themselves to the small town plots which they harvest and sell im
mediately or barter for cloth, (dry goods) to dress themselves in, and they 
are always in need of maintaining themselves on the communal goods of the 
town, or living wondering and (searching) looking for gold in the placers. 
In the spiritual realm, they generally are 1 rnorant of Christian doctrine 
and of the principal mysteries so that of necessity they must know (or be 
instructed in) of a medium in order to save themselves; they have gotten 
into the habit during these last years of many vices, principally of in
ebriation, because of the neighbors' and people of "razon's" having in
structed them and shown them the method of making (concocting, composing) 
mescal and rum (chinquirito) from lees of sugar and other drinks which 
previously the Indians of all these missions were ignorant of, and because 
this vice and license the missionaries have pitiful experiences. By the 
census which I have now there must be seventy families, twelve widowers, 
eight widows, fifteen orphans, and the (total) number of souls two hundred 
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fifty-seven. The communal properties (temporalities) are a ranch (farm) 
or plot of land where it is said there are some cattle being raised, 
thirty or forty head of sheep, six or seven teams of oxen (Yuntas-yokes 
de bueyes - bulls), fifteen cr twenty cows and ten or twelve beasts 
(probably of burden; i.e. horses, mules, donkeys), a fruit tree arbor 
(orchard, garden) adjoining the house of the Padre-Missionary, and a 
small plot which they cultivate communally of wheat, corn, kidney bean, 
"lanteja" and chickpea (garbanzo); the Spaniards, mulatos and other 
breeds established in this town are many, and seemingly will be (number) 
more than thirty families. 

748.5 -

The town of visit of Nuestra Seriora del Rosario de Nacameri, seven 
leagues to the south of the proceeding one of Opodepe, is situated on a 
high land next to the river. To the west (it) is surrounded by high 
hills and mountains barren of trees for construction (purposes). Between 
east and south this town has an extensive valley with (of) good land for 
tilling and sowing. The nearest and best have been appropriated by many 
(Span. I presume) residents and people of "razon" who are established in 
this town, and the Indians sow little (land) or none, and in truth they 
are not to blame, because they are a very small number of families. The 
native Indians of this town which according to the census appear to have 
twelve families, are the only ones who have to bear the burden of attend
ing and serving in what is necessary to the Padre-Missionary; of keeping 
up the communal houses; serving and giving escort to the (continual) mail 
couriers (possibly passengers of the mails) in order to deliver to their 
destinations the letters of the royal service and private ones; and, 
finally, of many other burdens to which the Indians who are of the mis
sion, alone are obligated; and although there are Indians of other mis
sions or gentiles of the frontier nations who serve in the capacity of 
slaves to the Spaniards and "people of reason" this is the cause which 
moves the nations of some towns to press (insist on) and beg the sacking 
of (the) mission rule because as they are simple (souls) it appears to 
them that by this means they will see themselves free from these burdens 
and (mis) treatments like the"people of reason". In this town the church 
and the house of the Padre Missionary are completely ruined. In order 
to celebrate the holy sacrifice of mass and to administer the holy sacra
ments, there is a chalice, an incensory, and an all silver (probably 
baptismal) case; there are three vestments of various colors, with other 
adornments, very old and almost unserviceable. By the census which I 
have nov; there must be 12 families, two widowers, a widow, and the (total) 
number of souls thirty-four; they arc of the lower Pima nation; they talk 
their native tongue and some understand the Spanish tongue. All are very 
poor in furniture and (temporal) earthly goods, and some are very ignorant 
and backward in the catechism and Christian Doctrine. The communal pro
perties are three or four hundred sheep which belong to Opodepe and there 
are in this town due to the goodly size of the pastures, three or four 
teams of oxen, and the fruits (harvest crops) of a small plot of wheat, 
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corn and other seeds. There live in this town more than fifty families 
of Spaniards and "gente de razor)." 

SAK XAVIER DEL BAC F 1203 D63 3d Ser. X 

U ) "Documentos ... Listeria de 'Jexico "FrAnt0. de los Reyes -
July 6, 1772. 

Page 756 #15 

"The town of San Xavier del 3ac is situated on a plain, abounding 
in water and g©od lane's, where the Indians sow some small plots of wheat, 
corn and other seeds; the church is of moderate capacity ornamented with 
two collaterals of linen with their gilded borders. There are the 
(saoristry) vestry with four chalices, two of them unserviceable, a 
custodia, an incensory (a thurible), an extra conventual dish, and some 
all-silver mass wine vessels, four vestments of various colors, with 
other adornments of altar and divine worship, all very poor. By the 
census which 1 have now there must be forty-ei"ht families, seven 
widowers, twelve widows, twenty-six orphans and the total number of 
souls is two hundred and seventy. 

"The visita town of San Jose del Tucson is situated six leagues north 
of San Xavier. It has neither church nor a house for the missionary. Be
cause of the fertility of the soil, a large number of Christian and Gentile 
Indians are united and congregated in the form of a town. It has not been 
possible to make a census, but it stands to judgment (reason) that the 
heads of families are more than two hundred." 

Pimeria Alta (Upper Pimeria): Reyes - 1772 

#15 P. 754 - Doc. para de la Hist, de Mex. - 3d Ser. 

Speaking of the missions of Pimeria Alta, Reyes says: (754) 754.9 
"The churches and dwellings of the missionaries are all constructed of 
adobes, roofed with timbers, straw and earth. The towns adjoin the 
churches, but arc. composed of scattered huts and poorly made native 
dwellings. Some Indians,",.)! order to please the missionaries, build 
some houses of adobes, roofed with straw and earth; they plant very 
little; and in order to cultivate and benefit by their individual plots 
it is necessary that the Padre Missionary provide them with seeds, axes, 
hoes and all that is necessary, and if these are lacking (755.?.) there 
is no planting. 

"755.8 In the first survey (perhaps a report) it is observed, that 
these missions, towns, and presidios of Upper Pimeria, are situated al
most on the same parallel between 31 and 32 degrees north latitude, but 
it is necessary to note that the three missions of San Xavier del Bac, 
Guevavi and Suamrica, which occupy the most easterly land are higher-
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(either in north latitude or altitude?) than the five remaining ones 
situated to the west} and in order to proceed with clarity I shall ar
range the description in the following manner: 

(San Xavier - Guevavi, etc.) 

PITIQUITO - (San Antonio del Pitiquin) 

P. 765 - Reyes. 

The visita town of San Antonio del Pitiquin, two leagues east of 
Caborca, has neither church nor missionary house. By the census which 
I have now there must be 75 families, 8 widowers, 1] widows, and the 
(total) number of souls 370. 

The visita of San Juan Del Bisanig, six leagues west of Caborca, 
has a church and a house for the missionary, but is devoid of ornaments 
and furniture. The Indians, although they have good lands, plant little 
or nothing, and have a great predilection for fishing in the estuaries 
(inlets) and shores of the sea, eight or ten leagues distant. By the 
census which I have now there are sixty-three families, 11 widowers, 
eight widows, six orphans and the (total) number of souls 271. In this 
mission and the towns there have recently recongregated some families 
of rebels who were reduced in this last campaign; and by the letters 
of the padre missionaries it is known that at the beginning of this 
year of 72 some of these rebels were deserting and running off to the 
hills (cerros). 

The river Gila runs from east to west directly opposite these towns 
of Pimeria, until it empties into the famous Colorado River which runs 
its course from the north, and united, these two rivers form a bow de
flecting to the south, emptying their waters into the upper part of the 
Gulf of California. In the area of land which the missions bound, to
gether with the two cited rivers and the sea of California, there are 
found settled the Sobaipuris Indians, the Papagos, the Yumas, the Guai-
camas, and the Cocomaricopas, and all gentle; and they have manifested 
great love for the missionaries, especially for Padre Garves (Garces?) 
missionary of San Xavier del Bac who has visited them often; and they 
have requested (him) that he should come to live with them and bring 
other poor Padres, similar to Padre Garves, towards whom they had at
tained a great inclination and affection. Of all these nations or fac
tions the one of the Papagos who are settled at short distances to the 
north of the missions, is the most numerous. These Papagos, part gentile 
and part Christian, speak the same language as the Pima Indians; from 
the towns and with the proper arrangements, the Padre Missionaries can 
gather them and reestablish and augment the missions of Upper Pimeria 
whose present day state (or poor condition) remains annotated clearly 
and truthfully. 
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1. Mexico, July sixth, seventeen twenty-two - Fr. Antonio de los 
Reyes 

Note; 

2. This reverend father was then the first Bishop of Sonora 

(l & 2 above apply to the accounts of all of the missions 
copied thus far. Cucurpe is in another section.) 

TUB.UTAMA 

Page 76 - 4th Ser. Doc. Hist. Mex. 

Reply 

Which Padre Jacobo Sedelmair gave to the charges which the Padre 
Inspector General made against him. 

"I entered as missionary in Tubutama in the year 1736; and in the 
twelve towns which were entrusted to my administration I did not find a 
single decent church or cemetery, and the majority of the towns were 
without houses, with few people present; and so it is true that taking 
the people out of their mountains (wilds) and gathering them together, 
I made them build in each of the seven main towns a church, construct 
and fence the cemeteries, and in eight towns I built a house for my 
subsistence, while all the time, not staying in one place, I went visit
ing these towns for their administration and for the teaching of the 
catechism which they need so much. These churches, cemeteries, and house, 
I built, constantly changing the Pueblos (crews of workmen) for the work; 
and with the roaming Papago Indians, gypsies and geed for nothings who 
came down to work gladly, who ordinarily seemed so hungry as to appear 
as skeletons, and at the end of five or six weeks some of them returned 
to their lands fat, and others came. In this construction work their 
manner of work was: to gather between eight and nine o'clock and to quit 
about four; those who dig the ground do it seated; they carry two baskets 
of mud in their hands; they sit down to rest, and the same with the others; 
but something was accomplished with them, because of their being many. 
This construction work was done during the most leisure times, and when 
the Indians were not busy with their corn-crops." 

79.3 - "I now refer to the land situation: I say, and it is the 
truth, that since I gathered so many Indians at Tubutama, following my 
instructions in the harvests, I was assigning the Indians the best lands 
or very good ones near the town with all its conveniences, under the 
(irrigation) channel of the church, and above a tableland -- I was lending 
to them very often, and to others, the axes with which to open up (new) 
lands, never (not) occupying them with other things at those times; so 
that the town of Tubutama, by my direction and benefaction vras seen (very) 

SOUTHWESTERN MONTHSNTS 425 SUPPLEMENT FOB DECEMBER, 1936 



BANCROFT LIBRARY RESEARCH (CONT.) 

much improved even in the dry farming (temporal) of the Indians; and 
other pieces of land, in this area, they always sowed them for them
selves in addition to their own lands, of which I am not in charge, 
which doesn't worry me since I had not taken them away from them piece 
by piece, neither good nor bad; and I say that in order to liquidate 
this (situation) I would have to go to Tubutama to see the strips (of 
land) which they say were theirs and which I took from them: I say, 
in particular, of the Indian Ciprian that he is not (a native) of Tubu
tama but that I converted him to Tubutama together with his village 
which was of about sixty heads (of people) whose children and adults 
I baptized; as if for myself I built at my cost in the town a decent 
house of adobe, beams and flat roof, enabling them of his village to 
sow, and assigned them land; and thus do not know what lands Ciprian 
had in Tubutama which I took away from him. I have taken nothing from 
him; considered and reconsidered I say so, that the Indians have the 
habit of saving that lands loaned to them and then taken back by the 
original owner have been taken away from them. But even so Ciprian 
is not in the right, because if I had taken back from him a piece, I 
always loaned him another, just as I made loans to so many others; and 
how. come this same Ciprian found so much new land to cultivate, accord
ing to what I've now found out in Pimeria, and before he had not done 
so? 

GUEVAVI 

(Los Santos Angeles de Guevavi) 

Page 757 - Doc. para la Hist, de Mex. (3 Ser.) July 6, 1772. 

The mission of Guevavi with three visita towns, is the most easterly 
of Upper Pimeria; to the east (oriente) at a short league from the town 
of Tumacacori is situated the Presidio of Tubac; to the west (occidente) 
at a distance of twelve leagues, the Mission of Suamrica - to the south 
at twelve and fifteen leagues the missions of the Valley of Sonora, and 
to the north the preceding mission of San Javier. 

The town of Guevavi is situated on level and fertile land, adjoining 
a stream with good lands, where the Indians cultivate their individual 
plots of wheat, corn and other seeds, and a small communally sown plot. 
The church is interially ornamented with two altars and a tiny collateral 
of linen with gilded frames; the vestry with three chalices, two conven
tual dishes, and mass wine vessels. There are also a custodia, a large 
cup (drinking vessel or ciborium), a thurible, an incensory, an all-
silver case, vestments of all kinds and colors with other adornments of 
altar and divine worship. By the census which I have now there must be 
nineteen families, five widowers, seven widows, twelve orphans and the 
total number of souls is 86. 

The town of San Cayetano de Calabazas is situated two leagues east 
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(oriente) of Guevavi on a plain with good lands, but the Indians plant 
it little or not at all. There is neither church nor a house for the 
missionary. By the census which I have now there must be seventeen 
families, four widowers, seven widows, and the (total) number of souls 
is 64. 

The town of San Ignacio of Sonoitac is situated in a valley encircled 
by mountains, six leagues east (oriente) of Guevavi and two from the pre
ceding town of Calabazas. The lands are many and good ones for tilling, 
but the Indians cultivate them very little. The church and house of the 
Padre-Missionary has no adorned ornaments nor any furniture; when the 
Padre comes to this town and the other visitas to administer (them) he 
brings along all the necessities from the town of Guevavi. By the census 
which I have now there must be 18 families, 20 widowers and single men, 
12 widows, and the total number of souls is 94. 

Tumacacori: Page 758 

The town of San Jose de Tumacacori is situated seven leagues south 
(al sur) of Guevavi, and one from the Presidio of Tubac, on a plain and 
with good lands. In this town there is a church and a house for the 
padre-missionary, but they are nude of ornaments or furniture. By the 
census which I have now there must be 22 families, 12 widowers, 10 orp
hans, and the total number of souls is 93. 

Suamnca (Santa Maria de Suamnca) 

Page 758: 

This mission and town of Suamnca was attacked by Apache enemies 
in the following year of sixty-eight. They burned the church and houses 
of the mission and reduced them all to blood and fire. By the will of 
the savages the Padre-Missionary was saved, who, gathering some men, 
women and children, took refuge and gathered in the visita town of 
Santiago de Cocospera where the missionary lives at the present time, 
and where there is being constructed the church; but the soil of this 
town is infertile and there is a lack of water, due to which the Padre-
Missionary and the Indians native to Suamnca have made repeated peti
tions to reestablish their ruined town which used to stand in a spacious 
valley with good lands for tilling and planting, five leagues from the 
Presidio of Terrenate. This is the present situation of the mission of 
Santa Maria de Suamnca whose natives,united with those of the visita town, 
comprise the number of 50 families, five widowers, 20 widows, and the 
total number of souls is 110. 

Note: In the above account we find the following: 

" in the visita of Santiago de Cocospera where 
the missionary lives at the present time, and where 
there is being constructed the church " 
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On the occasion of visiting Cocospera Mission in October, 1935, it 
was noted that the present structure is the result of remodling and ex
tension of an earlier adobe mission buildjng. The plaster could be dis
cerned on the inner walls of adobe-. Apparently at some later time burned 
brick and adobe were used to remodel the interior of the adobe church 
and extend it on the front and on the Sanctuary end. 

Judging from the fact that other mission structures like Caborca, 
San Xavier and Tumacaeori are early 19th century structures, the re
modeled and extended mission at Cocospera also probably dates from the 
early 1800's. If this is the case then the church referred to above as 
being under construction in 1770 at the time Bishop Reyes is writing, 
was the earlier adobe church. 

San Ignacio (San Ignacio de Caburica) 

Reyes - 1772 (Doc. para la Hist, de Mex.) 3d Ser. - F 12C5 D 63 X 

Page 759 

The Mission of San Ignacio with two visita towns is situated in a 
spacious flat lowland surrounded by high mountains; hard by the towns 
there runs a stream which offers easy irrigation for the many and good 
lands of these towns. To the east of this mission at a distance of 12 
leagues is situated the town of Cocospera of the ruined mission of Santa 
Maria of Suamrica. To the west with some deflection to the south at a 
distance of five leagues are congregated some Spaniards and "Gente de 
Razon" in a small farm or stock raising ranch of cattle and horses which 
is commonly called the Santa Ana Camp, without a church or minister of 
the gospel. To the south with some deflection to the east is the mission 
of Cucurpe, fifteen leagues distant, and to the north the gentile nations 
and all the known land up to the river Gila. 

The town of San Ignacio is situated on highlands surrounded on the 
north by high mountains. The Indians cultivate their individual plots 
and also communally plant corn, wheat, beans and other seeds. The church 
is interiorly adorned with three tiny collaterals. The sacristry has 
four chalices, four candlesticks, a custodia, a lamp, an incensory (censer) 
a wafer cup, and an all silver baptismal case, vestments of all sorts and 
colors with other adornments sufficient for the altar and divine worship. 
The house of the Padre-Missionary adjoins the church, but there were ruined 
during'the next (proximo) year of '70 (1770) several dwellings and offices 
adjoining the church. The house of the Padre-Missionary has a large orchard;, 
with many choice quince trees, peach trees, and pomegranates, and due to 
the lack of cultivation there has been lost a good vineyard. By the cen
sus which I have now there must be 36 families, four widowers, seven 
widows, 15 orphans, and the total number of souls is 148. 
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Imuris - Reyes - July 6, 1772 

The town of San Jose de Kimuri three leagues east (al oriente) of 
San Ignacio is surrounded on the west and north by the mountains; it 
enjoys good lands, but the Indians work little or not at all at culti
vating them. 

The church and the house of the missionary are almost ruined. The 
ornaments of the altar and divine worship reduce themselves to a chalice, 
three chasubles, two white priest's gowns, three amices and other adorn
ments, everything old and almost useless. By the census which I have now, 
there must be seven families, six widowers, nine orphans, and the total 
number of souls is 39. 

Tubutama 
(S. Pedro Y S. Pablo de Tubutama) 

Reyes - "Doc. para la Hist, de Mexico - July 6, 1772" 

Page 762: 

The mission of Tubutama with a visita town is situated to the west 
with some deflection northward from the preceding one of Sario; eight 
leagues distant to the south lies the abandoned land of lower Pimeria; 
and the Papagos and other gentile nations are to the north up to the 
Colorado and Gila Rivers, about seventy or eighty leagues distant from 
this mission. 

The town of Tubutama is situated in a spacious flat lowland of good 
and fertile soil where some Indians cultivate their individual plots and 
plant communally, wheat, corn, beans, and other seeds. The house of the 
Padre-Missionary is tidy and roomy, with an adjoining orchard of quince, 
pomegranates, peaches and other trees. The church is fully ornamented 
with two altars of linens with their borders gilded, with a tiny collateral 
in view (de perspectiva). The sacristry has three chalices, a custodia, 
a high cross, processional candleholders, a thurible (censer), three extra 
conventual dishes with their mass-wine vessels made entirely of silver, 
vestments of all kinds and colors, with other rare adornments for the 
altar and divine worship. By the census which I have now there must be 
forty-five families, twelve widowers, six widows, 18 orphans, and the 
total number of souls is 176. 

Santa Teresa - Reyes 1772 

The visita town Santa Teresa, two leagues east of Tubutama,has a 
tiny church denuded of ornaments and adornments, and a small Padre-
Missionary's house. By the census which I have now there must be 13 
families, seven widowers, two widows, and the total number of souls is 
52. 
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Ati 

(Mission de San Francisco Ati). Reyes - 1772 - July 6th. 

The mission of Ati with a visita town is situated in a valley six 
or seven leagues long and two or three leagues wide, surrounded by high 
mountains and a stream with good and abundant waters. To the east with 
some deflection northward is situated the preceding mission of Tubutama 
four leagues away, and seven leagues to the west with some deflection 
southward is the Presidio of Altar. 

The town of Ati could be the most prosperous and fertile settlement 
cf Upper Pimcria, but at the present time it is reduced to that which 
the Indians wish to plant, which is little or nothing, individually (en 
particular) or communally. The church is a tiny chaoel without ornaments. 
The sacred vestments of the sacristry are a chalice of silver, an incen
sory (censer) of copper, three old ohasutles, a white priest's gown, an 
amice, and other vestments of altar and divine worship, almost useless. 
By the census which I have now there must be 3t> families, seven widowers, 
two widows, 15 orphans, and the total number of souls is one hundred and 
thirty-seven. 

The visita town of San Antonio de Oquitoa (Huquitoa), five leagues 
distant to the west of Ati, does not have either a church or a dwelling 
for the missionary. By the census which I have now there must be 23 
families, nine widowers, five widows, ten orphans and the total number 
of souls is 106. 

Sario 

(Mission de K.S. de los Dolores del Sario) - Reyes 

The town of Santa Maria Magdalene is situated two leagues west of 
San Ignacio and three from the aforementioned camp of Santa Ana, The 
house of the Padre Missionary is entirely ruined. The church is large, 
but almost ruined and only a chapel of San Francisco Javier has decent 
adornments. There are the sacristry with a chalice and a silver baptis
mal case, three chasuiles, a white priest's gown, two amices, an incen
sory and two copper candlesticks, with other adornments of altar and 
divine worship very poor and almost useless. The native Indians of this 
town, although they enjoy good lands, plant them little or not at all. 
By the census which I have now there must be 19 families, five widowers, 
one widow, six orphans, and the total number of souls is 86. 

This mission is reduced at the present time to a single visita town, 
because cf the two towns of la Arizona and Busani having been abandoned 
in the following year of sixty-six, because they were continually being 
attacked by the ferocious Apaches, whose natives gathered in the two 
towns which exist at present. To the east at a distance of twenty leagues 
is situated the preceding mission of San Ignacio, and eight leagues west 
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of Tubutama; to the south the abandoned land of Lower Pimeria, and to 
the north the villages of heathen Indians and other gentiles who popu
late all the known land up to the river Gila. 

The town of Sario is situated in a valley encircled by high moun
tains. Hard by the town runs a stream to the many and good lands of 
this mission. Some Indians cultivate their individual plots and also 
plant communally wheat, corn and other seeds. The church is interiorly 
ornamented with a collateral of linens, with its frame (borders) gilded. 
There are the high cross and an all silver baptismal case, vestments of 
all kinds and c ,'lors with a scarcity of other ornaments for the altar 
and divine worship. By the census which I have now there must be 32 
families, 15 widowers, four widows, 12 orphans, and the total number of 
souls is 136. 

The visita town of San Jose de Aquimuri two leagues southwest of 
Sario, has neither a church nor a house for the missionary. By the 
census which I have now there must be 14 families, five widowers, two 
widows, and the total number of souls is 58. 

Caborca and Pitiquito 

"Geografica y Estadistica" Vol. 10 (F 1201; S 62 a V 10) 

A. "Account of Puerto de la Libertad" 

In the Altar District (by the Scientific Commission to Port Libertad) 

Page 273. 

1. Pitiquito: This town is 24, 17-100 leagues distant from the port 
of Libertad along a good wagon road (observe the chart): it is situated 
one and a half leagues below the confluence of the San Ignacio and Altar 
Rivers, and is one of the greatest agricultural localities that this dis
trict contains. The town, which contains 1,200 inhabitants, extends 
about 750 meters from east to west by 160 from north to south; it has a 
good church and excellent farming lands located lenpthw^se along the 
river lowland with dimensions of one and a quarter leagues by three-
quarters of a league in width. There are harvested superabundantly 
corn and beans; about S000 fana'-as of wheat; and its settlers (Span.) 
who also apply themselves to the raising of cattle possess more than 
2,000 head/ 

2 . Caborca - p ^ 273 

"This town, distant 24,22-100 leagues from the port of Libertad 
along a good road is found situated on the lowland of the river Altar 
after it has formed the San Ignacio, and it is the second of the district 
in agriculture and the first in mining, for in the mountains which surround 
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jt (Caborca) most of the mines are found there which the ancients (old 
explorers probably) used to work and four whioh are actually being worked. 
It contains a population of 600 souls; its farm lands which extend one lea
gue from east to west by a quarter of a league from north to south produce 
annually 6000 fanagas of wheat; plenty of corn, some beans, cane, etc. 
There are about 5000 head of cattle and horses raised on the surrounding 
farms and ranches, principally on the Calera Ranch belonging to D. Diomsio 
Gonzales. It has the best church in Sonora which the Jesuit Missionaries 
began to build in 1803 and which w as completed in the year 1810. The 
farming of this town could be increased considerably and at very little 
cost, by changing the course of the river to the old channel which it had 
before, because in the old channel are to be found deep holes full of water 
which its current carries under neath the sand by which they are covered, 
and which formerly used to serve not only to irrigate some lands of Caborca 
but also those of Bisani which are extensive and of good fertility. The 
great flood of the river happening as a result of the rains of the year 
1828, made it change the east to west course which it formerly had diverting 
it almost into the first houses of the town towards the south; the church 
with this change being the nearest to the point of deviation, would be en
dangered in some new flood, and it would be desirable that as a work of 
public welfare, the Minister of Promotion, Colonization and Industry, would 
take it under his high (exalted) consideration. 

Notes (R.H.R.) 
Commission 

1. Formed during administration of Fr. Don Ignacio Pesqueira of Sonora. 
2. Fr. D. Tomas Robinson - Chief of the Scientific Commission. 
3. Done in 1861. 
4. "Jesuit 1'issionaries" an error; must have been Franciscan. 

(Vol. 10 - "De Geografica y Estadistica") 
F 1201 - Sqr Co. Vol.: 10 

a. Page 673 contains material on Nuestra Senora de Loreto. 

Caborca: F 1245 V 43 

R. Velasco Ceballas: - Will the United States possess itself (take 
possession) of Lower California?" Pub. Mex. - 1911. 

The Crabb Filibuster: - page 12. 

The seed of the fi]ibusterers Long, Edwards, Walker, continued giving 
its fruits. In the year 1857 it produced Henry Crabe who boldly'penetrated 
into the State of Sonora. 

The Sonorans, in gallant proof of their love of their native land and 
of bravery, attacked Crabe in the little town of Caborca, surrounded him, 
defeated him and knocked him to smithereens. Of the hundred and sixteen 
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men who composed the filibustering company, one hundred and fifteen died 
at the hand of the defenders. The remaining one, after having him in 
their power, they granted his life so that he could return to the United 
States to tell of the disaster. 

Guevavi 
"Documentos para la Ilistoria de Mexico" 

Series 4 Vol. 1 

In "Informe a su escelencia por el Padre Miguel Quijano" the follow
ing excerpts ere fourd: 

P. 45. "The hit/^ory of the prisoners of Guevavi, the account of their 
witnesses who were present and knew very well that which occurred; D. Jose 
Antonio Ortiz, D. Joaquin de Cazares and Jose Romero and another; those 
who affirm that 4t is untrue that they were to blame for the lance thrusts 
which they (the prisoners) wish to represent; that what happened was that 
having known in Anac . whither Padre Garrucho had gone to give a confes
sion, they had stolen from M s mission a drove of horses. An Indian, of
fering himself to find the theft and the robbers, the Padre had said to the 
governor Lorenzo, to the Captain and to the Mayor of Ariac, that they, 
guided by the Indian who was offering himself to find the theft, should 
go in (search) hunt of the thieves, and finding them with the plunder, 
should bring them to Guevavi " 

Mission San Xavier del Bac, Tucson, Arizona. P. 190 

Vol XVI; Feb. 1936; No. 1; page 91. 

By Rev, Mark Bucher, 0. F. M. 

"Who built the, present Mission San Xavier del Bac, has of late been 
a mooted qu^s^ion, I've assertions have been made. The first was that the 
structure -<rcs Ihe v-::i~ of the Jesuit missionaries. Later, when certain 
architectural featu^s, distinctly Franciscan (eg. th :• rr>m.ciscar coat of 
arms on the f.u-u-if.,. vo-0 pointed out, it was p.srer"ed ^hat the mission 
was began by the Jesuits and completed by the Franciscars The purpose 
of this paper is to show that still greater modificatior must De made to 
the original assertions, for tiie mission was entirely the work of the 
Franciscans. 

While I was staying at the Old Mission of San Xavier near Tucson, 
several questions rave me great concern. Why was the name Eac or Baac 
(meaning "where water comes out of the earth") given to this Indian vil
lage, when there is not even a traditional xvater spring nearby, and the 
river is over a mile away? Kow could the Jesuit missionaries, who fol
lowed Kino in the first half of the eighteenth century, complain in their 
reports that the mission was located in a swampy olace, frequently inun
dated by the river, when the present mission site and the village lie on 
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ground several hundred feet above the river bed? Again, how could H. E. 
Bolton of the University of California imply that Grotto Hill was about 
a "quarter of a league" distant from the mission, when they are next door 
neighbors? Finally, how could the Jesuit missionary, Kino, enter in his 
diary the observation that water would flow into each room of the completed 
mission buildings, for which he had laid the foundation that day, when even 
now, no ater can be led to the lowest point in the present buildines, 
even after the government has built a dam several miles up the river? 

In order to solve these puzzles, I began to interview the Indians 
in the village of Bac, as well as the old inhabitants of Tucson, to learn, 
especially from the former, their traditions concerning the mission. Ac
cording to these, Bac, the Indian name for the village, had reference to 
the Santa Cruz River, which is mostly a subterranean stream, but here and 
there emerges to the surface and flows like a normal river. One of the 
places, where the river flowed above ground, was about two miles northeast 
of the present village of Bac. However, I was informed that this village 
had not always been located at its present site, but lay to the northeast, 
on the left bank of the river. Hence originated the name "Bac". The first 
query was, therefore, readily answered. 

The solution of the first question furnished a key to the remaining 
queries. Aided by what I had gathered in lengthy talks with the Indians 
and almost equally long conversations with old Mexican families in Tucson, 
and assisted by Father Bonaventure Oblasser,.0. F.M., an Indian missionary 
among the Papagos, I set out to locate the place, if possible, where the 
village once lay, and with this, the conjectural spot of Kino's church. 
From different sources, I had learned that until the close of the previous 
Century, there could be seen in a field lying to the north of the present 
village adobe walls ranging in height from three to nine feet. That these 
walls were the remains of Kino's Church, no pers.on would even remotely 
maintain, since the missionary himself tells us that he used tezontle 
rock for foundation, while these ruins, to all appearances, were adobe. 
Appearances were deceitful in this instance, for the adobe, as investi
gation proved, had been laid upon a tezontle foundation, and had washed 
down on both sides and completely enveloped the foundation stones. This 
was brought to light by the plowing up of that whole section by a land 
company, which was unaware of what it was doing (in an historical sense). 
On finding these stones, the workmen carried them to the southern boundary 
of the field, as was learned from one of the men who had worked on the 
project. Here these stones lay, hidden for the most part by mesquite and 
ironwood, until in. one of my exploration trips I happened to stumble over 
them. On digging nearby, I found fragments of pottery lying in great 
profusion all around. On another occasion I found a wide ditch now only 
faintly traceable and running down to the river bed. At the jagged edge 
is the cliff. Upon digging in the sand, I uncovered what looked like the 
remains of a dam. Likewise, where the water had washed broader and deeper, 
human bones could be seen. 

SOUTHWESTERN MONUMENTS 434 SUPPLEMENT FOR DECEMBER, 1936 



BANCROFT LIBRARY RESEARCH (CONT.) 

These discoveries pointed to the evident conclusions that the old 
village of Ba.c or Baac had been located here; and that this was the 
place where Father Kino had laid his foundation stones of Tezontle. He 
says in his diary under April 28, 1700: 

"On the twenty-eighth we began the foundation of a very large 
and capacious church and the house of San Xavier de Baac, all 
the many people working with much pleasure and zeal, some in 
digging for the foundations, others in hauling many and good 
stones of tezontle from a little hill which was about a quarter 
of a league away. For the mortar of these foundations it was 
not necessary to haul water because by means of irrigation 
ditches, we very easily conducted the water where we wished. 
And that house with its great court and garden nearby, will be 
able to have throughout the year all the-water it may need, run
ning to any place or work-room one may please " 

As one stands in that field which was the original site, there looms 
up to the south, a short mile distant, the hill from which the tezontle 
rock was hauled, and where even today, that same variety of stone can be 
found in abundance, while on Grotto Hill, there is no such stone, either 
on it or in it. 

These discoveries satisfactorily solved in various queries. Even 
now when the river, swollen by heavy summer rains, breaks its bounds, 
this section is still inundated and still suffers from unchecked erosion 
despite money appropriations by the Federal Government. When Kino's 
buildings were finished, water could be led "very easily" into any room 
for it ran naturally down hill. Finally, Dr. Bolton, writes me that he 
was unacquainted with the topography of Bac and that he is ready to ac
cept my findings. 

Rev. Mark Bucher, 0. F. M. 
Santa Barbara, California. 

* ** * Yr ** — —** +JM- —**:•.-* * 
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K J S H M U S PARTY By Sallie Pierce Brewer 

The Navahos gathered at the big "show" hogan for the Christmas party 
this year thirty-six of them, by a fairly accurate check-up. 

.'our days before the 16th we had gotten the fir tree from the Peaks; 
two days before we had gotten the presents in Flagstaff; and the day be
fore arid day of the party we had cooked, wrapped presents, and trimmed 
the tree. At one time on the afternoon of the loth I counted seven 
pots on the stove in the cook shack, not including a washtub full of 
beans which two Navaho boys had just carried over to the hogan; the 
other pots were full of rice and dried fruit. 

Our friends of Wupatki Basin were all there of course; Nezca Yazzie 
and his family had made a 25-mile wagon trip from above Grand Falls, ar
riving a day ahead of time; seven of the Bela Cody family came almost 
as far; a nephew of Clyde's rode down from Gray Mountain (Coconino 
Point) with sacks of pinons and greetings from some of the Peshlacais 
up there; the inevitable modern touch was added when two Navahos arrived 
in a car—they had come for Kanil Cady, the medicine man, to sing the 
next day at their hogan—and had come in time for the feast. 

Jimmie and I were awakened about sunup the morning of the party day 
by Nezca Yassie and family coming in to sit on the benches and wait for 
us to get up; it appeared that since he had come a day early he thought 
it was high time the party started--we had asked them to come, here it 
was sunup, and they had no flour or sugar I We realized how lax we were 
being in our duties as host and, as soon as we could persuade them to 
leave, got up and about the-business of providing food. 

Clyde and Sarah were the next arrivals, and set to helping us im
mediately; Clyde marshaling the boys to carry food and Sarah producing 
enough pots to cook with. With the gathering of the rest of the guests 
in the late afternoon I was asked for tissue paper and cards and they 
wrapped their presents to us; I stood discretely to one side and \vrote 
"Jimmie from Katherine" and "Sallie from Clyde" on cards as they brought 
them to me. 

That important business being over everyone adjourned to the hogan; 
after the tree was trimmed (with Hendron and Clyde throwing tinsel and 
snow with a will) we ate. And we really ate; besides the beans, rice, 
and fruit, we had tomatoes, and mutton, and bread and coffee. And I 
think we had enough, because the men left the bowls half full when they 
leaned back to smoke the cigars Jimmie passed, and that's the first time 
I've seen Navaho men fail to eat all that was put before them I 

Before we went out to the tree the Brandeis carne--they are long-time 
friends of the Peshlacais--and brought a crate of oranges and candy. They 
were passed after distributing our presents; then came the opening of the 
big box of clothes (contributions from whoever would contribute). Clyde 
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took over here, and had a fine time throwing socks, shirts, and ha^s 
around; everyone got something but Clyde—and Jimmie put by a «ouple 
of shirts to give him in the morning. When it was all over, the grown
ups were, like most grown-ups, watching the children get acquainted 
with their new toys, and we white people were admiring rugs and bags 
and jewelry they had given us. 

The Museum of Northern Arizona had given some pictures of old rugs; 
I had covered these and twelve plates of old bow guard and pendant de
signs with cellophane; these pictures we passed around the assembled 
group and explained that we were leaving them with Clyde and Sarah as 
a sort of "lending library" for the weavers and silversmiths to consult 
from time to time. 

We rather hated to say goodby at what may be our last Navaho 
Christmas party for our friends, so we slipped away soon after that; 
but most of them were up at the Pueblo early the next morning asking 
if they would see us next year and when we would be back to visit 
them. 

*********oo********* 

GROUND SLOTH OWE 
"Willis Evans, searching for archaeological sites along the 

Colorado River under direction of M. R. Harrington, scientific advisor 
to the National Park Service, has located a ground sloth cave, at a 
site in Arizona eight miles from Pierce's Ferry, containing two ground 
sloth skulls, some hide and hair, and dried internal parts. Excavations 
at the cave, which extends into the canyon wall some 200 feet, are being 
conducted under direction of the National Park Service. Another cave, 
containing Indian material, located three quarters of a mile farther up 
the canyon, is to be excavated at a later date." (Extracted from Museun 
News, December 1, 1936.) 

The above-mentioned ground sloth den is located on the Colorado 
River just below the Grand Canyon, but within boundaries of the Boulder 
Canyon Recreational Area. Plans for shewing the cave to the public 
have not been completed but it is hoped that an exhibit in situ can 
be made. Tentative plans include running a trench through the cave and 
lining the walls of the trench with glass so that bones or any possible 
human artifacts may be seen. 

********QQ.********** 

RUMINATIONS 
After being almost the entire month in Washington, the first thing 

1 hear when I set down at the desk expecting to get caught up on the 
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things that have' happened during my absence, is Luis calling, in his 
gentle, flute-like voice, for some ruminations to close the Monthly-
Report. 

Naturally my thoughts turn on my recent trip and a hundred things 
crowd through my mind like the flashing changes in a kaleidascope. 

There is the fat lady in the lounge car whose strident voice still 
reaches me above the rythmic roar of the swiftly moving train. There 
is the little lady who is quietly busy so much of the time with pad and 
pencil and who turns out to be a cartoonist for a couple of national 
magazines and who is greatly interested in that episode Carroll Miller 
wrote up in his last month's report. There is the interesting discovery 
that the Field Museum takes advantage of the right hand movement of its 
traffic and delays lighting the halls to the left of the entrance for 
nearly an hour after opening the building in the morning, thus making 
a material saving in its monthly lighting bills, and proving, to our 
great pleasure, that it pays to study visitor traffic movement. There 
is the swift change from the lazy days on the train to the busy morning 
traffic of Washington; stepping out of the taxi through the lobby and 
into the council room where fifty men are hammering through to com
promise their fifty viewpoints on their various problems. It is a high 
pressure day full of food for thought. Then up to that intriguing 
room with its five doors, its triangular bath room, its quiet interior 
court where the street clamor cannot reach and where the desert dweller 
can sleep the deep sleep of the open country. Down to dinner where the 
hat-check girl and the head waiter give greetings and ask about the south
west, and so out for the evening and finally back to bed in the room of 
the five doors. 

The next morning down in the Department where it takes a couple of 
hours to go down that block-long hall, meeting the people who give you 
such a warm welcome and want to know how the rest of the Southwestern 
gang is getting along. The rush and hurry of starting the mills to 
grinding on the various things I have to attend to; slowly the work 
settles into a routine and the details ebb and flow around one as the 
major items move down the tide to completion. The successful attempt 
to crowd certain plans through before the Holidays so Hub' Chase and his 
boys won't run out of work, and mostly so Hu^h can collect that dollar 
wager from Hub wherein we promised to get those plans signed before 
Christmas; the final wire that Hub has lost his dollar, the plans are 
signed and he needn't hold up the work; we imagine the sulphurous joy 
with which he greets that wire and the pleasure he.takes in losing, 
that dollar; those Bandelier buildinr's are on their way. 

The visit to the Lincoln Memorial; the lights of Washington from 
across the river with the dome of the Capitol dominating the background 
and the Monument piercing the sky in the foreground. The magnificent 
group of buildings along Constitution Avenue which makes every American 
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proud of a country which can do things in such a big way. The clamor 
and battle of Christinas shoppers, the striking beauty of the night-
lighting of rain-wet streets; the pleasant roar of the crowd as its 
tempo steps up at the near approach of the last day to mail the home 
packages. Christmas services and the lovely Christmas Day with its 
congenial companionship. 

Back on the train. The lady in the lounge car who had two too 
many and insisted on showing the Navy, the Park Service and the man-who 
Lost-Three-Million the vronderful photograph of her wonderful twelve year 
old "boy" who could distinguish "lunch" from "dinner" and could lie down 
and roll over uoon request and had taken many ribbons; the Navy afterward 
remarking, however, that he had seen a lot of alley cats that could lick 
the tar out of hers. The lady who listened to the monologue of her hus
band coming in over the radio as we were making sixty miles an hour and 
tried to keep her secret though the barber had told at least four of us 
who she was. And, finally, the cold gray dawn as the 5:08 pulled in 
and Hugh met me, and, too late to go to bed and too early to go to work, 
he and I and the kid discussing a pot of coffee and a plate of toast 
and a thousand things before the open fire for three hours until it was 
eight o'clock and we could go to work. 

There's room for Ruminations in all this but how am I going to put 
any of it down in detail without running off into a hundred ramifications 
and losing the original thread of the discourse? I pause to run back 
over them in my mind and Luis looks over from his stencil cutting long 
enough to say: "About ready with those Ruminations, Boss?" It is no use, 
Luis, it would take another month to straighten it all out and write 
anything; let it go as it lies and if these are not ruminations then 
let's call them pleasant sidelights of a busy month and let it appear 
elsewhere how profitable the trip was from a business standpoint. 

Cordially, 
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Oct. 232; Nov. 321; Dec. 384. 

Clark, A. E. - Threatening Rock at 
Chaco Canyon, 209. 

Closing (Report) - July, 41; August, 
115; Sept., 200; Oct". 258; Nov. 
234-6; Dec. 393. 

Cole, Clarence R. - July Report, 3b 

Condensed Reports - July, 1; Aug. 73 
Sept. 161; Oct. 213; Nov. 293; 
Dec. 365. 

Education, Branch of - Reports 
~" July, 35; Aug. 110; Sept. 194; 

Oct. 243; Nov. 333; Dec. 395. 

El Morro National Monument Reports: 
July, 22; Aug. 102; Sept. 178; 
Oct. 234; Nov. 313; Dec. 369 

Bird Observations at, 23; 104; 
180; 235. 

American Inscriptions at, 59. 

Erskine, Donald 
Casa Grande Reports - July, 7; 
Aug. 100; Dec. 375. 

Casa Grande leather, 357. 

Evenstad, Martin 0. 
"ore About Alcoves, 360. 



Pinkley, Frank 
Report Closings: July, 41; Aug. 115; 
Sept. 200; Oct. 258, Nov. 334-6; 
Dec. 398 

Ruminations - July, 7C; Aug. 158; 
Sept. 210; Oct. 291; Nov. 363; Dec. 
437. 

Museum Circulation 284 

Repair and Restoration of Tumacacori 
in 1921 261 

Tumacacori Museum Discussion 203 

Pinkley, Frank, and J. H. Tovrea 
Tumacacori Alcoves or Transepts 121 

Pipe Spring National Monument Reports: 
July, 26; Aug. 101; Sept. 193; Oct. 
237; Nov. 329; Dec. 388. 

Prehistoric Village at Saguaro 
by C. ti. Steen 150 

[> eed, Erik - Texas Missions 203 

Repair and Restoration of Tumacacori 
in 1921, by i'rank Pinkley 261 

Rodent Control at Chaco Canyon 
by A. E. Bore 11 56 

Rose, Robert H. 
Branch of Education Reports for 
Nov., 333; Dec, 437. 

Bancroft Library Research, 335 - 413 

Ruminations - July, 70; Aug. 158; 
Sept. 210; Oct." 291; Nov. 363; Dec. 
43". 

Vaguaro National Monument Reports: 
Nov. 318; Dec, 369. 

Service Chart, October 1935 to July, 
1936 6 
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J ackson, Martin L. - Montezuma 
Castle Report: July, 24; Aug.86; 
Sept. 181; Oct. 221; Nov. 328. 

Johnson, Zeke - Natural Bridges Re
ports: July, 43; Aug. 95; Sept., 
188; Oct. 243; Nov. 334-4. 

'ishmus Party at Wupatki 
Jv by Sallie Brewer - 436 

Library Lists - 62 and 288 

Lincoln, Frederick C. 
Letter of, 37 

X.liller, T. C. - Chaco Reports: 
J/J July, 18; Aug. 82; Sept. 191; 

Oct". 227; Nov. 307; Dec 392. 

Aztec Report: Dec, 390 

Moccasin, Arizona, Early history of 
by Leonard Heaton - 361 

Montezuma Castle National Monument 
Reports: July, 24; Aug. 36; Sept., 
181; Oct. 221; Nov. 326; Dec 384 

Museum Circulation 
by Frank Pinkley - 284 

N atural Bridges National Monument 
Reports: July, 43; Aug. 95; Sept 
188; Oct. 243; " ov. 334-4 

Navajo Indians, deaths at Chaco 
Canyon 19 and 309 

Navajo National Monument Reports: 
July, 27; Aug. 109; Sept. 189. 

Bird Observations 2 8 

Geology of, by V. Vandiver 45 

peculiar Growth of Cactus 

* by C. R. Steen 26 



Spires, Woodrow - Tonto Reports: 
July, 37; August, 90. 

Steen, Charlie R. 
Branch of Education Reports for 
July, 35; August, 110; September, 
194; October, 243. 

Peculiar Growth of Saguaro, 126 

Prehistoric Village at Saguaro 15C 

Stevenson, Francis 
Tonto Reports for October, 217; 
November, 322. 

Stevenson, Wm. 
Chiricahua ECW Reports: July, 15; 
August,99; September, 172; October 
232; November, 321; December, 384. 

Sunset Crater National Monument Re
ports: July, 18; August,93; 
September, 175; October, 226; 
November, 324; December, 388. 

r exas Missions 
by Erik K. Reed 208 

Threatening Rock at Chaeo Canyon 
by A. E. Clark 209 

Tonto National Monument Reports: 
July, 33; August, 90; September, 
187; October, 217; November, 322; 
December 382. 

Tovrea, J. K. and Frank Finkley 
Tumacacori Alcoves or Transepts 
121 

Tumacacori National Monument 
Reports: July 20; August 87; Sept. 
176; October, 233; November, 29^; 
December, 385. 

More about Alcoves 260 

Tumacacori Alcoves or Transepts 
121 
Tumacacori Museum Discussion 203 
Repair & Restoration in 1921 261 

yandiver, Vincent W« 
Geology of Navajo 45 

Visitor Statistics - July, 38; August, 
113; September, 197; October, 244; 
November, 334-4; December, 398. 

Vogt, E. ?>,, Jr., El Morro Reports: 
July, 22; August, 102; September, 
178; October, 234. 

Bird List - 23; 104; 180; 235. 

American Inscriptions at - 59 

\y\/alnut Canyon National Monument Re
ports: July, 7; August 96; Sept., 
182; October, 230; November, 325; 
December, 3 80. 

Bird Observations at 236; 381. 

wetherill, John - Navajo Reports: 
September, 190 

Wetherill, Milton - Navajo Reports: 
July, 27; August, 109; Sept., 189. 

V«alnut Canyon Reports: 
November, 325; December, 380. 

Vvinter, Ift, J. - Casa Grande Reports: 
Sept., 190; Oct., 218; Nov., 311. 

Vshite Sands National Monument Reports: 
July, 9; Aug., 102; Sept., 170; Oct. 
222; Nov., 302; Dec, 377. 

Wupatki National Monument Reports: 
July, 16; August, 91; September, 
173; October, 223; November, 322; 
December, 387. 
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