
P u b l i s h e d month ly f o r members o f t h e N a t i o n a l Park S e r v i c e , Department of the 
I n t e r i o r 

The campfire is interwoven into the fabric of America. Around it gathered the 
early explorers, the trappers, the fur traders and the soldiers. Today it con
notes companionship, relaxation, and recreation in the out-of-doors. This 
monthly bulletin provides a figurative campfire about which we may exchange 
ideas that seem to us worth expressing and sharing. 

Volume I September 1951 No. 3 

THE TOURIST INDUSTRY 

Many and v a r i e d b u s i n e s s e n t e r p r i s e s c o m p r i s i n g t h e t o u r i s t 
i n d u s t r y have been d e v e l o p e d t o meet t h e needs o f t o u r i s t s . The 
v i s i b l e ev idence o f t h e s i z e and e x t e n t o f the i n d u s t r y i s d e c e i v 
i n g . The i n d i v i d u a l e l e m e n t s o f t h e i n d u s t r y a re n o t marked by 
l a r g e p h y s i c a l l a y o u t s t h a t t y p i f y i n d u s t r i a l m i g h t o r t h e expanse 
o f c u l t i v a t e d f i e l d s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a g r i c u l t u r e . I ns tead one ge ts 
bu t g l i m p s e s o f what appear t o be i n s i g n i f i c a n t and u n r e l a t e d ac 
t i v i t i e s such as f i l l i n g s t a t i o n s , l o d g i n g p l a c e s , e a t i n g houses , 
and numerous o t h e r f a c i l i t i e s t h a t a r e dependen t on t h e t o u r i s t 
t r a d e . 

Any doub t as t o t h e s i z e o f t h e t o u r i s t i n d u s t r y as compared 
w i t h o t h e r recogn ized i n d u s t r i e s is q u i c k l y d i s p e l l e d , however, when 
a compar ison i s made on a monetary b a s i s . The aggregate of e x p e n d i 
t u r e s i n c u r r e d by t o u r i s t s is a p o s i t i v e measure o f the s i z e o f the 
i n d u s t r y . The c o n t r i b u t i o n o f t h e t o u r i s t i n d u s t r y to our economy 
i s a c h i e v i n g prominence as da ta a re deve loped d e p i c t i n g the f a v o r 
ab le p o s i t i o n i t o c c u p i e s w i t h r e l a t i o n t o some o f t h e more w i d e l y 
r e c o g n i z e d income p r o d u c e r s . 

The Federa l Reserve Bank o f Richmond r e c e n t l y made an a n a l y s i s 
o f t h e t o u r i s t i n d u s t r y in t h e F i f t h Federa l Reserve D i s t r i c t wh ich 
c o m p r i s e s t h e s t a t e s o f M a r y l a n d , V i r g i n i a , West V i r q i n i a , N o r t h 
C a r o l i n a , South C a r o l i n a and t h e D i s t r i c t o f Columbia. The a n a l y s i s 
was p u b l i s h e d in t h e May 1951, Monthly Review, a p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e 
Federa l Reserve Bank o f Richmond, and i s a v a l u a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o 
t h e d a t a be ing deve loped on t h e t o u r i s t i n d u s t r y . Th is a n a l y s i s i s 
o f p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t t o employees of t h e N a t i o n a l Park Serv i ce as 
t o u r i s t s are ou r c l i e n t e l e . The f o l l o w i n g h i g h l i g h t s o f t h e a n a l y s i s 
a re quoted f o r your i n f o r m a t i o n : 



TOURIST INDUSTRY IN THE FIFTH DISTRICT 

The economy of the F i f t h Federal Reserve D i s t r i c t has long been 
i d e n t i f i e d with i t s cot ton, tobacco, and peanut production, i t s coal 
ou tpu t , and i t s manufacture o f t e x t i l e s , f u r n i t u r e , and tobacco 
products, and scores of studies have been made in a l l of these i n 
dust r ies . Yet the area's bi11ion-and-a-quarter do l l a r t o u r i s t trade 
has drawn but l i t t l e a t ten t ion from the analysts. 

Only manufacturing and ag r i cu l t u re when taken in t h e i r e n t i r e 
t i e s exceeded the t o u r i s t trade as a source of F i f t h D i s t r i c t income 
in 1950, and only one group o f manufactur ing i n d u s t r i e s - - t e x t i 1 e 
m i l l products — exceeded the t o u r i s t t rade. In V i r g i n i a the t o u r i s t 
business is the biggest s ingle indust ry , and in the other s tates of 
the area i t ranks near the top. 

Table I 
Economic Production in The F i f t h Federal 

Reserve Dis t r ic t—1950 
(m i l l ions of dol1ars) 

Value added by manufacture, 5,926 
Cash receipts from farm marketings. . . .1,851 
Tour is t receipts 1,207 
Value of coal production 955 

Since no agency, commercial or governmental, compiles complete 
s t a t i s t i c a l information on the t o u r i s t t rade, f igures are necessari ly 
es t imates based on the best a v a i l a b l e data, supp l ied by var ious 
o rgan i za t i ons . Tour i s t rece ip ts are, o f course, der ived from two 
sources , o u t - o f - s t a t e t r a v e l e r s and r e s i d e n t s , and most o f the 
estimates provided are based on the former. 

The V i r g i n i a Travel Council estimated that ou t -o f - s ta te t r a v e l 
e rs , in 1950, spent some $300 m i l l i o n in the Old Dominion. North 
Caro l ina 's Department of Conservation and Development reckoned tha t 
s t a t e ' s receipts from v i s i t o r s at $225 m i l l i o n . The Greater National 
Capital Committee estimated expenditures of out-of- town t o u r i s t s and 
convent ioners at $150 m i l l i o n f o r the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. The 
West V i r g i n i a Indus t r ia l and Pub l i c i t y Commission put receipts from 
" f o r e i g n " t r ave le r s at $120 m i l l i o n . South Caro l i na ' s Chamber of 
Commerce estimated receipts from o u t - o f - s t a t e r s at $50 m i l l i o n . The 
Automobile Manufacturers A s s o c i a t i o n ' s f i gu res gave Maryland $50 
m i l l i o n in rece ip ts from o u t - o f - s t a t e t o u r i s t s in I9k8. I t seems 
reasonable that t h i s trade reached $60 m i l l i o n in 1950. 

The t o t a l of a l l the above estimates is $905 m i l l i o n , and t h i s 
f i gu re is fo r receipts from ou t -o f - s t a te t ou r i s t s alone. 

R e l a t i v e Impor tance 

The importance of the t o u r i s t trade to the var ious states can 
readi ly be seen by a comparison of the receipts of t h i s industry wi th 
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those of o ther major i n d u s t r i e s . In V i r g i n i a no s ing le indus t ry 
or crop in 1950 con t r i bu ted as much income as the $400 m i l l i o n of 
es t ima ted t o u r i s t r e c e i p t s . Th is f i g u r e was we l l ahead of the 
s t a t e ' s t e x t i l e and apparel i ndus t r y ' s value added by manufacturing 
of $288 m i l l i o n in 1950, the chemical i n d u s t r y ' s $221 m i l l i o n , or 
the tobacco manufacturer 's o f $78 m i l l i o n . The major crop of V i r 
g i n i a , tobacco, was valued at $87 m i l l i o n . 

T o u r i s t s ' rece ip ts in West V i r g i n i a l a s t year were exceeded 
only by the value of output of the coal mines. In 1950 coal output 
was valued at $724 m i l l i o n and t o u r i s t receipts amounted to an e s t i 
mated $160 mi 11 ion. 

The estimated $300 m i l l i o n t o u r i s t t rade of North Carol ina was 
exceeded by the t e x t i l e and apparel i n d u s t r i e s , which had a value 
added of $972 m i l l i o n in 1950, and by the tobacco crop, valued at 
$485 mi 11 ion. 

In Maryland the estimated t o u r i s t trade of $80 m i l l i o n in 1950 
ranked fou r th as a source of income. The food manufacturing industry 
was f i r s t , w i th a value added of $158 m i l l i o n , fol lowed by t e x t i l e s 
and apparel with $143 m i l l i o n , and chemicals wi th $96 m i l l i o n . 

In South Caro l ina the 1950 est imated t o u r i s t rece ip ts of $67 
m i l l i o n ranked f i f t h , exceeded by the t e x t i l e and apparel indus t ry 's 
value added by manufacture o f $754 m i l l i o n ; the lumber i n d u s t r y ' s 
$78 m i l l i o n ; cot ton and cottonseed crops ' $92 m i l l i o n ; and the t o 
bacco c rop 's $82 m i l l i o n . 

A few examples of the expansion in va r i ous aspects of the 
t o u r i s t trade w i l l su f f i ce to show the general growth of the t o u r i s t 
t rade in the F i f t h D i s t r i c t . Gasol ine consumption in t h i s area 
dur ing 1950 amounted to 3.3 b i l l i o n ga l l ons , as compared w i th 1.8 
b i l l i o n gal lons in 1940 and 1.0 b i l l i o n gallons in 1930. While t h i s 
f i g u r e obviously includes the growth of other fac to rs , such as i n 
creased number o f cars on the road i t nevertheless is a r e f l e c t i o n 
o f increased t r a v e l . The Business Censuses show tha t from 1939 to 
1948 the number of hotels in the F i f t h D i s t r i c t increased 13%, whi le 
t o u r i s t courts jumped 117%. Expenditures of o u t - o f - s t a t e t o u r i s t s 
in V i r g i n i a were valued at $500 to $750 thousand twen ty - f i ve years 
ago, as compared with $300 m i l l i o n in 1950, according to the V i r g i n i a 
State Chamber of Commerce. In West V i r g i n i a the value of the ex
penditures o f o u t - o f - s t a t e t o u r i s t s was an estimated $50 m i l l i o n in 
1946 and $120 m i l l i o n in 1950. A cont inu ing growth is. evidenced by 
the 17% increase in attendance at na t iona l parks in North Caro l ina 
from 1949 to 1950 and the 50% increase in attendance at s ta te parks 
in t ha t s tate from 1949 to 1950. 

Development of the recreat ion and t rave l industry in the F i f t h 
D i s t r i c t has been due to two sets of f ac to rs—cond i t i ons common to 
a l l sect ions of the country and condi t ions pecul iar to t h i s area. 

In the f i r s t group of f a c t o r s are the automobi le, highways, 
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s h o r t e n e d work week, pa id v a c a t i o n s , r i s i n g s tandard o f l i v i n g , and 
the u n s e t t l e d t imes which have s t i m u l a t e d domest ic r a t h e r more than 
f o r e i g n t r a v e l . The c u r r e n t w ide o w n e r s h i p o f c a r s (L2 m i l l i o n 
p a s s e n a e r v e h i c l e s ) and t h e 3 .3 m i l l i o n m i l e s o f h i g h w a y s and 
s t r e e t s have given, t he wou ld -be American t o u r i s t t he p h y s i c a l means 
f o r more e x t e n s i v e , q u i c k e r , and more c o m f o r t a b l e t r a v e l . I n d u s t r i a l 
changes have g iven m i l l i o n s t ime f o r t r a v e l . The f i v e - d a y work week 
has made p o s s i b l e the week-end j a u n t , and the growinq custom o f pa i d 
v a c a t i o n s , t he annual t r i p . 

Not o n l y have the means o f t r a v e l and t h e t i m e t o t r a v e l been 
made a v a i l a b l e t o l a r g e r numbers, bu t a l s o t h e money i s a v a i l a b l e . 
The r i s i n g s tanda rd o f l i v i n g ( r e a l wages a good q u a r t e r above those 
two decades ago) has made p o s s i b l e t h e one - t ime l uxu ry o f t r a v e l and 
r e c r e a t i o n . 

Of pr ime impor tance to the development o f F i f t h D i s t r i c t t o u r 
i s t t r a d e is i t s geograph ic p o s i t i o n . Th i s D i s t r i c t i s f o r t u n a t e in 
b e i n g near t h e most d e n s e l y p o p u l a t e d s e c t i o n s o f t h e c o u n t r y . 
P r o x i m i t y makes t h e area p a r t i c u l a r l y a t t r a c t i v e t o week-end and 
h o l i d a y t o u r i s t s whose t i m e i s b r i e f . 

H i s t o r y has endowed the F i f t h D i s t r i c t w i t h many t o u r i s t a t 
t r a c t i o n s and n a t u r e has s u p p l i e d beaches and m o u n t a i n s . N a t u r a l 
f o r m a t i o n s such as caves, s c e n i c d r i v e s t h rough moun ta ins and f o r 
e s t s and a l o n g t h e c o a s t , and s t a t e and n a t i o n a l pa rks have proved 
a t t r a c t i ve . 

As e s t i m a t e d , t he t o u r i s t t r a d e c o n t r i b u t e d $1.2 b i l l i o n t o the 
F i f t h D i s t r i c t economy d u r i n g 1950. A p p l y i n o t h e American Automobi le 
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s breakdown o f t h e t o u r i s t s ' d o l l a r , t h i s $1 .2 b i l l i o n 
o-f t o u r i s t r e c e i p t s was p robab l y spent as f o l l o w s : $252 m i l l i o n t o 
r e s t a u r a n t s ; $2k0 m i l l i o n f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ; $2k0 m i l l i o n f o r h o t e l 
and o t h e r l o d g i n g ; $96 m i l l i o n f o r amusements; $72 m i l l i o n t o c o n 
f e c t i o n e r y s t o r e s ; and $300 m i l l i o n f o r m i s c e l l a n e o u s r e t a i l 
purchases . These i n i t i a l r e c e i v e r s d i sbu rsed the money t o meet pay
r o l l s , purchase s u p p l i e s , pay t a x e s , and the l i k e . 

T h i s t r a d e , a s u b s t a n t i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e a r e a ' s economy, 
b i ds f a i r t o become an even l a r g e r income p roduce r . S ince on ly in 
Mary land and t h e D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s average per c a p i t a income 
above the n a t i o n a l average, t h i s growing t r a d e may w e l l be the means 
by which the l e v e l o f income is r a i s e d in the o the r s e c t i o n s . Many 
t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n s a l ready here do no t r e q u i r e (as new r e s o r t areas 
do) l a r g e c a p i t a l i nves tments to make them p r o d u c t i v e . The t o u r i s t 
t r a d e i s un ique—a view f rom t h e Sky -L i ne D r i v e , a t r i p th rough t h e 
G r e a t Smok ies , o r a v i s i t t o t he n a t i o n a l c a p i t a l can be " s o l d " 
aqai n and aga in . 

The printing of this publication was approved by the Director of 

the Bureau of the Budget on August 21, 1951. 
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