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Fifty y e a r s from now will we look d o w n l a k e from t h e
S t e h e k i n River delta t o see only serried r a n k s of condos
w h e r e now forests a n d bluffs edge t h e Chelan lakeshore?
—Ask t h e Chelan County Commissioners
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The North Cascades Conservat i o n C o u n c i l w a s formed in 1957
"To protect and preserve the North
C a s c a d e s ' scenic, scientific, recreational, educational, and wilderness
v a l u e s . " C o n t i n u i n g t h i s mission,
N C C C k e e p s g o v e r n m e n t officials,
e n v i r o n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , and
t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c informed about
issues afffecting t h e Greater North
Cascades Ecosystem. Action is pursued t h r o u g h legislative, legal, and
public participation channels to protect the lands, waters, plants and
wildlife.
Over t h e p a s t t h i r d of a century t h e
N C C C h a s led or p a r t i c i p a t e d in
campaigns to create t h e North Cascades National P a r k Complex, Glacier P e a k W i l d e r n e s s , a n d other
u n i t s of t h e N a t i o n a l W i l d e r n e s s
System from t h e W.O. Douglas Wild e r n e s s n o r t h to t h e Alpine L a k e s
W i l d e r n e s s , t h e H e n r y M. J a c k s o n
Wilderness, the Chelan-Sawtooth
W i l d e r n e s s a n d o t h e r s . Among its
most d r a m a t i c victories has been
working with B r i t i s h Columbia allies to block t h e raising of Ross Dam,
which would have drowned Big Beaver Valley.
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- regular; $25 - family; $100 - patron;
$1000 - sustaining. A one-time life membership dues payment is $500.
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THE PRESIDENT'S REPORT

February 1994

Opportunities
It is lots easier to be against something than to be for something.
Likewise, it is easier to block action than it is to make something work
right. Too often, we in the environmental movement are faulted for being pessimists. In reality we know that we are optimists. Our greatest
victories come when we can communicate that sense of optimism. The
fights for the Wilderness Act and for North Cascades National Park are
shining examples of how the conservation movement inspired public
opinion. It is time to recapture (and celebrate) our vision.
The NCCC banquet for the 25th Anniversary of the designation of
North Cascades National Park was a spectacularly successful affair.
Oldtimers and newcomers alike relished in the accomplishment. All of
us left that evening with a bit more spring in our steps and a strengthened resolve to carry Park and Wilderness work on to its logical conclusions — the North Cascades International Park and Ecological Reserve.
We carried with us keynote speaker Dave Brower's admonition to stop
focusing on problems and to start looking for opportunities.

Sometimes the pages of The Wild Cascades must seem to be filled with problems. Reports on
litigation, complaints of grazing mismanagement, impacts of an outmoded mining law —you name
it! Why should anyone want to belong to an organization that revels in trouble? Do we report only
the bad news? I myself see the bad news as opportunity knocking. The Stehekin River will run free
now that the Sherer bulkhead will be removed as a result of NCCC litigation. We know the Pasayten
Wilderness would be a better place for recreation if we can get people to focus on the opportunity to
have a "sheep-free" zone in the alpine meadowlands. At this very moment, mining reform legislation is pending before the Washington legislature and in the other Washington (DC.) Congress is
wrestling with reconciling differences between two mining reform bills. The logjam of negative land
management policies is breaking up all over. It is time to rejoice and to take the moral high ground
and be for the changes taking place.
Are we so accustomed to being against things that we discourage the Secretaries of Interior and
Agriculture? Do we leap to criticize every policy shift and every failure to deliver today a solution to
decades (centuries) of neglect? I have to admit that I find myself nitpicking out of habit. Instead of
putting my enthusiasm and support behind major environmental initiatives, I find I am looking for
their flaws. This has to stop. Such activity plays directly into the hands of the opposition only too
happy to see us conservationists shooting ourselves in the foot.
The message from the American people to this administration has to be that we want to see
destructive land management practices terminated. We want to eliminate the perverse incentives
to mismanage lands and to provide positive incentives for environmentally and economically responsible management. We want the environmentally trained and sensitive professionals to have
clear authority and political backing to do what they know is right. We support all efforts to make
this happen. Let's not make perfection the enemy of the good!

NEWS UPDATE
I n t e r n a t i o n a l P a r k Conference
United States Secretary of the Interior Bruce
Babbit, Senator Patty Murray and and Canadian Minister of Environment Sheila Kopp top the list of distinguished speakers invited to the upcoming March 25-27
conference titled, "Nature has no borders... Protection
and management of the Northern Cascades Ecosystem,"
to be held at the University of Washington. Politicians,
biologists, economists, and sociologists will examine
ways to protect the North Cascades in a region with a
population of over five million people. Preregistration
is required

Chelan County Chronicles
In December, 1993, Chelan County passed Interim
Regulations for Resource Lands and Critical Areas as
required by Washington's Growth Management Act. The
Washington Growth Management Hearings Board determined that the county was not in compliance with
the GMA when NCCC challenged development plans
for a Stehekin project over a year ago.
Local groups and individuals are appealing the
Chelan County Commissioners' poorly laid plans that
will leave forest, agricultural, wetland and riparian areas unprotected. NCCC will continue its appeal as well
as cooperate with local groups.

Washington Mining Law Reform
NCCC, a member of the Washington Coalition for
Responsible Mining, is lobbying in Olympia for the Mining Reform Bill. The bill will regulate chemical heap
leach mining which leaves waste ponds and piles of rock
tainted with heavy metals and cyanide.
Washington's mining regulatory system is outdated.
Contact your state representative and senator and tell
them to support hard rock mining reform. Do it soon.
This is a short legislative session.

Snoqualmie-Mt. B a k e r NF
Roads a n d Trails Update
The Skykomish Ranger District of the Mt. BakerSnoqualmie National Forest has proposed building new
trails to take pressure off the Alpine Lakes Wilderness
Area. (See "The Debate Over New Trails," pg. 9, TWC,
October 1993). Environmental groups have proprosed
certain roads be closed to increase opportunities for hikers. MB-Snoqualmie NF has counterproposed shelving
this idea until a transportation study is completed.
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With the goal of introducing order and planning to
this situation of uncertainty, MB-Snoqualmie NF has
introduced an "Access and Travel Management Plan".
The plan as yet does not exist despite some public meetings last year to define issues. Because roads drastically
affect nearly every forest activity, including wildlife,
recreation, water quality, public overuse, and logging,
it is important, in fact crucial, that the environmental
community be involved to the maximum extent possible
to insure that our concerns and opinions are included
in defining basic objectives and criteria for any planning effort with such far-reaching potential. It is not in
our interest to allow every controversy be settled in a
piecemeal case-by-case mannner. Too many special interest groups can focus in on a single issue and dominate and derail the process. Our focus must be on upfront definition of management directives and scope.
The NCCC needs to monitor this situation carefully.
Please contact Kevin Herrick if you are interested in
the planning process.

Skagit/Newhalem Hydro Projects
After 17 years of annual license renewals, NCCC
continues to wait for the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) to approve the mitigation package
negotiated among intervenors almost three years ago.
Talk about failure of government institutions! News
from Seattle City Light is that the FERC Environmental Assessment is due out by the end of February (this
year). We've heard that before.
In December, NCCC joined with American Rivers
to intervene in the Newhalem Creek project relicensing
proceedings before FERC. NCCC's concerns overlap
those of the Upper Skagit tribes, other environmental
organizations and state agencies in the protection of
anadromous fish. Beyond these issues, however, NCCC
is concerned about how the Newhalem project affects
wildlife and recreational activities in Ross Lake National
Recreation Area.

NCCC v. Chelan Co.
On January 28, 1994 NCCC and Washington Environmental Council agreed to settle their legal disputes
with Chelan County over its permitting Mr. Wesley
"Mike" Sherer to construct a bulkhead in the Stehekin
River in 1991 and for a Bible Camp development. These
issues have been enormously complex, time-consuming
and expensive for NCCC — but worth it! The Stehekin
River will be left free. In the future, no one will doubt
NCCCs intent and ability to make sure that local, state,
and federal laws protecting wetlands and riparian zones
are upheld. The elements of this settlement are as follows:

*Chelan County agreed to pay for removal of the
bulkhead and agreed to prepare amendments to its
Shoreline Master Plan that would reduce the likelihood
of a similar episode.
*Mr. Sherer agreed to make no efforts to harden
the bank to prevent erosion. He would explore the sale
of a conservation easement to the NPS.
*NCCC and WEC agreed to drop their suits before
the Chelan County Superior Court and the Shorelines
Hearings Board. The decision in NCCC's action before
the Eastern Washington Growth Planning Hearings
Board, brought as a result of the Chelan County permit, continues to require Chelan County to move forward on its critical area plan.
*A11 parties agreed to a much scaled-back and more
environmentally sound plan for construction of a Bible
Camp facility than originally proposed by Sherer.
The enforcement action taken against Mr. Sherer
by the US Army Corps of Engineers and the Environmental Protection Agency for bulkhead construction
without a permit will probably be adjusted as a result
of this settlement.

NPS Trailers Sold
NPS has sold the three ugly trailers based in
Stehekin! By the end of summer these eyesores will be
gone from the Stehekin Valley. Kudos to Supt. Paleck
and staff for taking this long overdue action. (See photo,
TWC, October 1993)

Plans E x p a n d for Largest Open
Pit Mine in State
The Associated Sand and Gravel Company has recently revealed that its gravel quarry along the
Stillaguamish River will be larger than original plans
suggested. It will permanently destroy at least 1400
acres — more than 2 square miles — of productive prime
lowland forest land. The mine threatens to degrade fish
habitat, alter the local aquifer and raise the arsenic content in the water table to dangerous levels.
If plans are allowed to go forward this will be the
largest mine in the state of Washington.

Small Hydro Project on Cady
Creek Opposed
Legal notice appeared in a local newspaper concerning a small-scale hydro project on Cady Creek—a tributary of the Skykomish River. The Board of Directors has
authorized legal intervention, if necesssary, to prevent
this. Even though the area is messed up by logging,

nevertheless, a small-scale hydro project would mean a
powerline all the way down the Skykomish River.

Mountain Loop Highway
Impacted
Two actions on the Mountain Loop Highway are
proving detrimental. First is a large, propossed gravel
pit near Robe that would have not only a "sight" impact
along the highway but also heavy truck use. (See above.)
NCCC opposes the pit.
Snohomish County has agreed to have the federal
government pave the unpaved portions of the highway.
The type of cuts required for this road "improvement"
could be an environmental disaster as well as providing ease of access for logging trucks.

How They Voted on NAFTA
and Mining Reform
Below is a voting chart on the results of two key
votes taken by the U.S. House of Representatives before it adjourned for the year.
The North American Free Trade Agreement has
the potential to cause serious harm to a wide
variety of environmental protection laws. The
Sierra Club and many other environmental
groups urged the House — where the vote was
expected to be close — to oppose this NAFTA.
The final vote was 234-200 in favor.
On the mining reform, the House voted by a 3-1
ratio to overhaul the archaic 1872 Mining Law.
The vote counteracted the Senate's effort —
characterized by environmentalists as a counterfeit bill — and sends a strong message to
negotiators from the House and Senate as they
work to settle on a compromise mining reform
package.
Note: The correct vote on NAFTA is NO;
the correct vote on Mining is YES.
WASHINGTON
Maria CantweU (D)
Al Swift (D)
Jolene Unsoeld (D)
J a y Inslee (D)
Thomas S. Foley (D)
Norman D. Dicks (D)
Jim McDermott (D)
Jennifer B. Dunn (R)
Mike Kreidler (D)

Y
Y
N
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
N
Y
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New Leader - USFS — New View on Old Forests
Journal American
The Wenalchee World,
Thursday, Dec. 16,1993
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Forest
Service
chief lists
tenets of
reform
WASHINGTON (AP) - The
new chief of the Forest Service
is stressing a half-dozen simple
messages in reforming the
agency, including "obey the
law" and "tell the truth."
Agriculture Secretary Mike
Espy ousted former Chief Dale
Robertson and named Jack
Ward Thomas last month to take
over the helm of the agency
overseeing 191 million acres of
national forests.
T h o m a s , of
LaGrande, Ore.,
is the first wildlife biologist to
serve as chief of
the Forest Service.
In a Dec. 9
memo to deputy
chiefs, regional
foresters, station directors
THOMAS
and area directors, he said he
wants to prepare the agency for
new challenges in the 21st century when entire forest ecosystems will receive more attention.
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i plan to use the following
six messages for the next several months to help communicate the direction of the Forest
Service," Thomas wrote in the
memo obtained by The Associated Press on Wednesday.
"Please help me by using
these messages in your communications with our employees and our interested publics,"
he said.
Thomas said, "We will:
• "Obey the law
• 'Tell the truth
• " I m p l e m e n t ecosystem
management
• "Develop new knowledge,
synthesize research and apply it
to management of natural resources
• "Build a Forest Service organization for the 21st century
• "Trust and make full use of
our hard-working, expert workforce."
Frances Hunt of the National
Wildlife Federation, a longtime
critic of past Chief Robertson,
said she was encouraged by the
message.
"It tells you something about
the kind of guy Thomas is that
he would write this down on
paper. It also tells you something about past administrations that he would have to,"
Hunt said.
The Forest Service has run
afoul of U.S. environmental
laws protecting the northern
spotted owl in national forests
of the Pacific Northwest
Logging has been banned
across most of those forests
since 1991 when U.S. District
Judge William Dwyer found the
logging plans to be illegal because they didn't provide
enough protection for wildlife.
The Clinton administration
intends to present a new management plan to Dwyer in
March that would reduce timber
harvests to about one-fourth the
annual average of the 1980s.

page6

Governments
ignoring value of
forests, report says
in public forests is sold for far
below its real cost because pricing
WASHINGTON
— policies to not take account of the
Governments around the world forests' full value to the environplace too much emphasis on the ment.
value of lumber and forget that
In addition to offering recreforests are needed to control floods ation for people, forests prevent
and clean the environment, a con- floods and provide homes for fish
servation group
and wildlife.
said Saturday.
.
" F o r
instance, the
A report
price of teak
issued by the
does not reflect
WorldWatch Forests are often
the costs of
Institute recworth
more
to
the
flooding that
ommended an
teak logging
end to governworld
economy
left
has caused in
ment subsidies
for logging in alone than cut down." Myanmar, nor
does the price
the United
of old-growth
States and
Alan Thein Durning Douglas fir
abroad, and
report's author from
the
new fees on
Pacific
those who use
Northwest
public forests.
Charging S3 to enter U.S. include losses suffered by the Ashnational forests would raise more ing industry due to damage caused
money than timber sales do now, to salmon habitat," the report said.
according to the report, "Saving
The study also noted that the
the Forests, What Will It Take?" full cost of a hamburger produced
on
pasture cleared from rain
"We tend to think of them as
lumber to build things or thickets forests approaches S2UU, based on
to be cleared, but forests are often a report by New York University's
worth more to the world economy School of Business.
and society left alone than cut
And a mature tree in India is
down," said Alan Thein Durning, worth SSO.OOO, estimates the
author of the report.
Center for Science and
"We have tried to stop the log- Environment in New Delhi.
Mollie Beattie, director of the
gers, small farmers, miners and
real estate developers. But these U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
are just the teeth of the saw. The said she shares the concern about
saw is much bigger — it is an undervaluing natural resources.
economy that is blind to its own
"We'd like to see more conecological roots."
sideration of environmental costs
Durning is a senior researcher generally," she said. "We pay
for the institute, a private envi- three times with some subsidies
ronmental advocacy group based One with money. One with
wildlife (lost). One with restorain Washington.
The report said most timber cut tion costs."
By Scott Sonnor
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Stehekin — Fifty Years into the Future
Kevin Herrick

Kevin Herrick
—Penny Manning photo

No matter the state of the weather— driving rain, blustery
wind or calm morning fog, my daily commute never caused me to
regret my job location. The 4-mile bike ride down the Stehekin
Valley to the landing in Lake Chelan National Recreation Area
proved to be a gift rather than a chore. The tenor of Rainbow Falls
told the tale of the region's recent precipitation. A sharp eye was
often rewarded with the sight of a bear pawing for ants and grubs.
Does and their fawns bounding across the road were the only cause
to apply the brakes unless particularly good morning light necessitated a picture stop of mountains reflected in the lake. Once down
at the landing the view back upvalley took in the towering ridges
converging into glaciated peaks of Buckner, Booker, Boston and
Sahale.

From the perspective of the early morning commuter, the Stehekin Valley appears quite tranquil
and well taken care of. Thus, I reacted with a little annoyance when I first read the late Grant McConnell's
book Stehekin: A Valley in Time. Grant likened the growing pressures of development to "a poisonous
fog" that "had crept up the twisting canyon of Lake Chelan." Compared to the rate that most Americans
are accustomed to development — miles of wheat fields turned into cement and chem-lawn suburbs in
a half-decade — Stehekin has not been heavily assaulted. However, a look about the valley with some
historical perspective bears out Grant's words.
Stehekin's first "building boom" arrived in the 1880s in the form of homesteaders, miners, and
associated tourism developers. Parts of the valley were logged to supply timber for mines, homes, and to
power steamboats plying Lake Chelan. In 1927, construction of a small dam at the outlet of the lake
flooded the wetlands at the head of the lake at Stehekin. By the end of that decade, homesteading and
tourism had played out and the valley's small mining boom had gone bust. Stehekin's population settled
into an average of 25-50 residents, and the valley began to recover.
Unfortunately the recovery has been interrupted. The last 30 years have proven that Stehekin is
not immune to civilizing pressures despite being shielded by lack of a connecting road to any other
roads. Wetlands have been filled and houses built on the delicate Stehekin River delta. Forty acres of
forest have been clearcut to provide a landing strip for a few private pilots. The homesteaded lands have
been subdivided into tiny parcels. Chainsaws cutting firewood for an expanding local population continue to punch holes in the valley's forest. National Park Service gravel pits have left scars upon the
valley floor. Development has restricted public access from most of the head of the lake and the mouth
of the Stehekin River. The number of private homes has more than doubled and will double again if no
action is taken.
But what about the National Park Service? Did not designation of the Lake Chelan National Recreation Area bring greater protection to this region? Well, yes and no. The National Park Service has
preempted some development via purchase of approximately 1,200 acres of land. However, the National
Park Service lacks the power to regulate ongoing development except by outright purchase of land.
Chelan County holds day-to-day regulatory power.
Chelan county politicians have used Stehekin as an ideological chest beating ground to promote
their own agendas at the expense of Stehekin's nationally recognized natural resources. The county
flaunts its own regulations that could protect the valley. Recently, it permitted the building of a home
and septic system on a tiny piece of property that is regularly flooded by the Stehekin River. In another
location, the county ignored state regulations when it allowed a property owner to install a bulkhead
wall and rip-rap in the otherwise pristine river. In the latter case, NCCC was forced to go to court to
protect the Stehekin River.
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Unfortunately, the forces that have degraded
the valley over the past 30 years appear to be
increasing rather than abating. The 1988 Park
Service General Management Plan estimated
that 200 to 250 more residential units could be
built in the valley under existing laws. The
chance of this happening is very real. Across the
nation, rural areas are being bought up and developed. Just around the corner from Lake
Chelan, the once sleepy Entiat Valley has been
struck by development fever. Land has been subdivided. First and second homes and cabins are
being built for city-dwelling folks trying to buy a
piece of the American West. In Stehekin itself, a
new resident who happens to have a successful
history as a realtor, claims that "The easiest part
of my job is the demand for property exceeds the
supply. The market is brisk for property that is
available." (Stehekin Choice, 12-93.)

Houses on landfill, Stehekin River delta
—Grant McConnell

photo

The cumulative impacts of the 1988 NPS General Management Plan and associated plans prompted
the NCCC to file a law suit in 1990. That suit led to a consent decree which requires the NPS to write a
new General Management Plan (GMP) and associated plans, such as the Firewood Management Plan,
for the Lake Chelan National Recreation Area. The Park Service is also completing an Environmental
Impact Statement to assess the cumulative impacts of the plans. The final GMP will be the blueprint for
management of the area for the next 20 years. It will decide the fate of the Stehekin Valley.
National Park Service research shows what many people have felt for some time — that the Stehekin
Valley is a valuable and fragile place. The valley supports 138 terrestrial vertebrate species, including
osprey, spotted owl, black bear, and martin. The great range of species in such a small valley is largely
due to the terrific variation of habitat types (37) spread across the valley floor. Since animal populations
are already small due to the size of the rich lower valley (less than 8 square miles), habitat reductions
can push populations to unsustainable levels. The 460 acres of private land, NPS developed areas, the
airfield, gravel pits, roads, and public infrastructure facilities in total displace or severely degrade over
1 square mile of valley habitat.
The degradation of critical habitat is not only a loss for the valley, it is a loss that affects the entire
region. With its mix of Cottonwood, alder, Douglas fir, ponderosa pine, yellow cedar and western red
cedar, Stehekin is a rare low-elevation eastside valley caught in the jumble of North Cascades peaks,
ridges and hanging valleys. No eastside valley with the richness of Stehekin's penetrates as deeply into
the heart of the North Cascades ecosystem. To allow the Stehekin Valley to continue to be fragmented
by development, private or NPS, is to allow the loss of one of the North Cascades' most valuable and
scarce resources. There are plenty of pristine high peaks. There are very few pristine valleys.
In my commutes up and down valley I often wondered whether I will see the Stehekin Valley
sustained and its sensitive parts restored. Or, will the opposite occur? Will the NPS fail to purchase
critical private lands and will it fail to limit its own development? Will development continue to fragment habitat and drive the wildlife out as it has in countless places across the United States? Will the
National Park Service continue to allow the forest to be logged for firewood? Will aircraft continue to
land on a gash in the valley floor that ought to be carpeted with towering trees? Will 200 new residents
and a camp or lodging facility permanently turn the valley into an urban enclave with a wilderness
backyard? In 50 years will we wring our hands and wonder, "Why didn't someone do something back in
the early 1990s?" just as we today wring our hands and wonder why someone didn't do something 50
years ago to save Yosemite Valley and Lake Tahoe?
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A Time To Act
Today you can be the someone doing something. You can get on the mailing list to comment
on the Lake Chelan N.R.A. General Management Plan. Call Kevin Herrick at (206) 343-2312 or
the National Park Service (Sedro Woolley) at (206) 856-5700. NCCC needs people who will write
letters and attend hearings.
NCCC will send out its analysis of the NPS General Management Plan to members in March,
1994. Background position papers are available on some of the major issues. If you would like to
receive position papers on Stehekin firewood, river protection, sand and gravel, and/or airport,
call or write NCCC (206) 343-2312; address 1516 Melrose, Seattle, Wa. 98122.

Kevin Herrick spent six seasons as a National Park Service Ranger in Lake Chelan National Recreation Area and is now NCCC's Special Projects Coordinator.

Stehekin airstrip. In foreground,
remnants of NPS-breached beaver dam
—Kevin Herrick
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Abigail Avery
The North Cascades lost one of its most dedicated defenders and the Sierra Club one of its most
devoted honorary vice-presidents when Abigail Avery died last December after a long life full of achievement.
In a New England house centuries had treated kindly she and Stuart Avery brought up their family
in Lincoln, Maine, a town almost a model for what E.B. White, in Stuart Little described so beautifully:
In the loveliest town of all, where the houses were white and high and the elm trees were
green and higher than the houses, where the front yards were wide and pleasant and the
back yards were bushy and worth finding out about, where the streets sloped down to the
stream and the stream flowed quietly under the bridge, where the lawns ended in orchards
and the orchards ended in fields and the fields ended in pastures and the pastures climbed
the hill and disappeared over the top toward the wonderful wide sky, in this loveliest of all
towns Stuart stopped to get a drink of sarsaparilla.
When I first visited the Avery family in Lincoln I advocated that the whole town become a national
park, with or without the sarsaparilla. Living as they did in what ought to be a national park on one
coast, it must have seemed logical to Stuart and Abigail to settle for summers on the other coast, in
Stehekin Valley, which also ought to be in a national park.
It was Abbie's generosity that made the film "Wilderness Alps of Stehekin," an important tool in the
struggle to establish the North Cascades National Park. Her five thousand dollar gift in 1955, when a
dollar was worth about five times as much as it is now, bought a lot of film, work prints, volunteer
photography (mostly mine), volunteer editing (Charles Eggerts'), and the professional help that resulted in a film winning a minor award in film circles and a major award in what it helped save in the
North Cascades.
Grant and Jane McConnell, devoted Stehekinites, were responsible for bringing the Averys, North
Cascades, and Browers together. Abigail, in turn brought legions of people together in the efforts in
New England and beyond who wanted to promote peace on and with the earth. One particular beneficiary of Abigail's generosity was Jamie Sayen, defender of Northern forests and other needful places.
On one occasion she told Jamie she didn't want him to be too dependent on her funding. He explained
that he was developing other sources. "Then you don't need me," she replied.
But he did, and does, as do so many others toiling in the conservation vineyard.
The world needs a million Abigails. May they soon show up — and heed her example! So celebrate
what has been done for all of us by Abigail Avery of whom, as of Stephen Mather, it can be said again
and again, there will never be an end to the good she has done.
— Dave Brower
January 22, 1994
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Recollections: Abigail Avery
December 21, 1993
Late fall of 1961, when we met the Averys, Abigail was in Stehekin, backpacking, going on packtrips
with the Courtneys, and enrolling her younger children in Stehekin's one-room school.
The Averys had long loved the North Cascades, and had built a cabin in the Stehekin Valley in the
1950s not far from that of their close friends, Jane and Grant McConnell.
Abigail and Stuart had met each other on a mountain trail in Colorado while backpacking. When
they learned from Grant McConnell that Dave Brower thought a film would be an excellent way to tell
the nation about the need to establish a North Cascades national park and wilderness, Abigail and
Stuart contributed the money to make its production possible. "The Wilderness Alps of Stehekin" was
shown to thousands of people, to groups and on television. One hundred twenty-five copies were sold.
The year before Congress authorized the North Cascades National Park complex, a major subdivision far up in the undeveloped Stehekin Valley was a major concern. Abigail took the lead, and with two
other families, purchased the land with intent to hold it in its natural state to donate to the National
Park Service once Congress had enacted the North Cascades legislation.
Abigail was especially active in the Sierra Club; she was the major leader of the small, fledgling
Massachusetts group, nurturing it through the years until it became the nucleus of the Sierra Club's
New England Chapter. She was elected an honorary vice-president of the Sierra Club, and also served
many years as a director of the Sierra Club Foundation.
The North Cascades, the Sierra Club, the International Crane Foundation and a host of colleagues
and friends lost an enthusiastic conservation friend on December 21, 1993.
— Polly Dyer

Drawing: (Old) Lady of the Lake on Lake Chelan — Kriatian Erickson
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"SPEAK UP, GEORGE, STOP MUMBLING"
Harvey Manning

Before I get to the point of this piece, let me give an example of what it's about.
History tells how the North Gollydang Highway got itself built. A hotstove group of Twisp used-car dealers and Winthrop frycooks sipping cups of
cocoa on a winter's night asked, "Wouldn't it be neat if we could get in the
pickup and blast on over to see the bright lights of Marblemount?" And a band
of cow-milkers in Marblemount chewing stalks of alfalfa told each other, "Sure
a lot of good hay on the other side of those ridges." The construction industry
belched aloud at the thought of giving its bulldozers a real workout. The eyes
of the engineers bugged out in prospect of their greatest orgasm since they
bridged the Tacoma Narrows and Hood Canal. Senator Shorty Jackson caught
the distant sound of drums and oompahs and got in front, as he did with any
parade likely to make him look tall. Governor Mugwump Evans boldly thrust
Harvey Manning
his mug on one side of the fence and his wump on the other and at Rainy Pass
— Kevin Herrick photo
addressed the largest number of 4x4s with WALLACE FOR PRESIDENT
bumperstickers ever seen west of Idaho. And so it got built. Phase One, that is.
Phase Two, as the State Highway Department saw it, was to make it an all-year highway. But meanwhile another of Jackson' parades (he never cared where they went, he just loved to parade) gave the
nation the Environmental Impact Statement and there was no way Phase Two ever could get by that
without rotten egg on its face, no more than it could have got by Phase One had the EIS then existed.
Be patient. We're getting near the point.
Having lost the all-year possibility (at least until Global Warming grows palm trees at Washington
Pass), the machos of State Highways set about making it a most-of-the-year route. Now then, how much
does it cost the taxpayers of the state to get a passenger car across the highway in late November? Early
April? You can bet your hippy it's plenty. But exactly how much? The amount could be calculated. How
many drivers would pay a toll of $65 (one estimate, made in the 1970s, needing adjustment for inflation)? We do know that when the State Highway Department had killed so many of its snowplowers
trying to open Chinook Pass in time for Memorial Day, and the crews refused to plow and threatened to
sue the bureaucrats for official murders, the department begged off not only Chinook but Cayuse Pass,
citing a cost-per-car that appalled the Legislature, which in fear of press mockery gave permission to let
Nature take care of the snow in its own good time.
The N3C, having failed to prevent the North Gollydang, sought to minimize it, pending our Phase
Two, which will convert it to a bikeway, motorized vehicles forbidden. We got so far as to catch the
interest of a member of the legislature. However, confronted by the stonewalling engineers, whohanded
him a pile of garbage and smirked at his inability to sort it out, this being before the age of computers,
he gave it up.
The N3C needs a bulldog citizen who will clamp fangs in the leg of the Highway Department and
never let go, except to nip the rear ends of Governors and Legislators and Faceless Careerists, and
splashing around enough blood (metaphorically speaking) to catch the attention of the press.
That's one example, a task to stir any bulldog seeking useful fun with fangs in the public pits.
Another: "small hydro." Congress passed the bill expecting to squeeze easy kilowatts out of irrigation canals and sewage outfalls. Instead it turned loose on the public lands and waters such a rush of
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expropriators of wild country as has not been seen since rubies were discovered on Ruby Creek. Why
not stake out a waterfall for private profit? Very few kilowatts. But no risk. Congress, to encourage free
enterprise, made it compulsory for power distributors already in the vicinity to purchase the smallhydro kilowatts. Who are these rushers? Our dark suspicion is that if you look behind the names of the
new corporations you'll find officers of the old ones, and their cousins and nephews and neighbors and
lodge brothers.
Trust our faithful multiple-users of the Forest Service to sprinkle holy water on small-hydros. The
Park Service? I bite my tongue. Somebody has to sink teeth in the legs of this bandit gang. That means
us.
Speaking of multiple-use, the 1872 Mining Laws remain in unreconstructed force, and never an
issue of a national forest newsletter hits our desk lacking reports of another hatful of digs proposed by
the same old bunch of drooling idiots and shifty-eyed scoundrels. Why doesn't the N3C spotlight these
fools and criminals? Time. Lack of it.
These are examples of Broad Issues. Others are Site-Specific. Such individual small-hydro crimes
as the intended drying-up.of Franklin Falls. What about the Snoqualmie Summit Ski Area's desire and
intent to run its yo-yos over the ridge to Lodge Lake, the last sanctuary of ski-tow-free peace on that
side of the Snoqualmie Pass highway? The impending plan of the New Loggers from New York City to
make a new kind of a buck out of their Northern Pacific Land Grant boodle at Roslyn? Do we have an
attitude about the projected Snoqualmie Pass City (not one but two championship golf courses, featuring the Rocky Mountain orange golf ball for use in blizzards)? The exchanges of Weyerhaeuser stumps
for fat public trees not in sight of major highways, the stumps no longer advertising to millions of
passersby the criminal greed of the heirs of the Northern Pacific Land Grant? Full-page newspaper ads
bragging up the virtues of a New Forestry perverted to be the same Old Forestry that Frederick W.
brought West after he'd skinned the Midwest?
Hundreds more examples could be cited. Thousands. The point of this piece? There are more of
them than there are of us.
By "us" I mean the board of directors of the N3C. It is very praiseworthy indeed for you members to
alert the president and or individual directors to a problem we ought to address. But what is a person to
do whose desk is heaped so high that one more message atop could trigger a climax avalanche? You, the
members, can rest assured that the "us" will continue to do our mostest. But for all the efforts, and all
those of the happy swarm of fellow organizations, too many things are whizzing by with hardly a wave
of our racket.
Congenital optimists thought that once we got the hands of the Reagan-Bush thieves out of the
nation's till the future would be blue sky with a cherry on top. The public could cry hosannahs as our
Leaders carried us on to the Promised Land. Is that what we see happening a year after the official end
of the Glitz Age, the most corrupt period in American history, far outstinking Teapot Dome and even
what DeVoto called the Great Barbecue of the Gilded Age? Not from this window it isn't.
To wrap up, we are proposing a fundamental restructuring of N3C in order to take up arms against
our sea of troubles and, by opposing, end them.
We are hereby establishing a new position. Not a "committee chair." Committees often are very
useful, as are symposia and conferences and clambakes. But attending meetings is too often taken as an
end in itself, as is sending a new face to join the old gang in Washington City.
Call the position "WATCHER." Or, if you will, "ADVOCATE." Did I say the position? Make that
plural. Make it an army of Watchers-Advocates. To form upstrike forces (commandos, very green berets, or if you'll excuse the expression, committees) if they are so pleased. If not, to operate as Lone
Rangers, with or without the company of Tontos.
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Choose an issue. Your pleasure. If you don't have one handy to mind, ask us. We've got a list.
Then, go at it. Become the expert, our expert. Don't dump the problem in Dave Fluharty's and
dump it in his lap, or Kevin's, or that of the closest director. Bring the problem, but also the solution, if
you have one, or a range of options. When the board adopts a general position, and assigns you the
authority to be the N3C public voice on your issue, write letters to officials and the press. Attend
meetings and speak up. Coordinate with companion organizations, which in many cases should be the
point groups, N3C the cavalry reserve ready to ride through a breach in the enemy lines, waving sabers
and firing horse pistols.
The N3C — the North Cascades — can use any number of Watchers-Advocates. No experience needed.
PLEASE DO CHOOSE YOUR ISSUE FROM THE LIST ON THE BACK COVER
A N D RETURN TO N3C, 1516 MELROSE, SUITE 200, SEATTLE, WA 98122.

And so we say
unto you. . .

"Oh, speak up, George! Stop mumbling!"
"Cartoon from Charles Addams, Drawn and Quartered, Random House, New York, 1942.
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D o m e P e a k — Franz Mohling photo

NORTH CASCADES GLACIERS RETREATING —
DISAPPEARING
The North Cascade Glacier Climate Project was established in 1983 to monitor the response of
North Cascade glaciers to changes in climate. . . . (Detailed information) has been collected on 107
glaciers in every part of the North Cascade region.
The North Cascades of Washington extend from Interstate Highway 90 north to the Canadian
Border. They are bounded on the west by the Puget Lowlands and on the east by the Columbia and the
Chewuch (formerly Chewack) Rivers. This area supports 750 glaciers that store as much water as all of
Washington's lakes, rivers and reservoirs combined and provide approximately 230 billion gallons of
water each summer. Nearly all this water is used for irrigation and power generation.
From 1944 to 1976, North Cascade glaciers were in good health: a majority of them advanced.. Now,
North Cascade glaciers are in retreat. This has been caused by a climate change. During the 1980s,
NASA reported that the mean global temperature was 1.2°F above the 1940-78 mean.. . .Since the end
of the last Ice Age, three principal periods of alpine glacier advance have been identified in the North
Cascades: Neoglacial (2,500-3,500 years ago), Little Ice Age (A.D. 1500-1800), and the recent advance
(1944-1976). . .
During the Little Ice Age mean annual temperatures were 1.8°-2.8° F colder than at present. The
climate change at the end of the Little Ice Age eliminated approximately 300 glaciers and approximately 30 percent of the total glacier area. . .
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From 1984-1988, 91 of the 107 glaciers observed retreated significantly, three advanced, and 13
were in equilibrium. Of the 49 glaciers observed in 1992, 47 were retreating, and only LeConte Glacier
on Sentinel Peak and Walrus Glacier on Clark Mountain were in equilibrium. . . .The recent retreat is
due largely to a decrease in winter precipitation that began in 1977. The trend of North Cascade glacier
retreat is typical of alpine glaciers around the world during the 1980s. In 1980, more than 50 percent of
all small alpine glaciers were advancing, but in 1990 only 18 percent were advancing.
. . .Glaciers cease to exist when there is not enough (snow) accumulation to support flow. . . . Of the
107 glaciers first observed in 1984, three no longer exist. Lewis Glacier near Rainy Pass stagnated in
1987 and melted away in 1989. Klenhi Glacier on Mt. Daniel melted away in 1992. David Glacier on the
north side of Mount David disappeared in the late 1980s.
In the Mount Stuart area, 15 glaciers existed in 1969; today 12 are left, and of these, four are on the
verge of vanishing. Approxmimately 60 North Cascade glaciers could survive 3.6° F warming; the remaining 690 would disappear within 40 years. Thus, within a few decades half the North Cascades
glaciers could disappear if the greenhouse warming follows the anticipated trend.
Excerpted from Washington Geology, vol. 21, no. 2, July 1993. "Current Behavior of Glaciers in the
North Cascades and Effect on Regional Water Supplies," by Mauri S. Pelto, North Cascades Glacier
Climate Project, Nichols College, Dudley, MA. 01571.
For a copy or free subscription write Department of Natural Resources, Division of Geology and
Earth Resources, PO Box 47007, Olympia, WA 98504-7007. Phone: 206/901-1450; Fax: 206/902-1785

Loc.
no.

Glacier

1
2
3
4
S
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Bacon Creek
Black
Cache Col
Chrnney Rock
Colchuck
Colonial
Colcmbla
Daniels
Davis
East Curtis
Eldorado
Fisher
Foss
Hadley
Hidden Creek
Ice Worm
1 sella
Johannesburg
LeConte
Lewis
Lower Curtis
Lyall
Lyman
Lynch

Table

Terminus
change (m)
-13
-14*
-29

•21
-24
-38
•31
•45
-25
•22
-17
-27
-48
-18
-17
-41
-33
-22

•no*
-82
-4'
•39
•62
-46

Latitude

48 40
48 32
48 27
47 30
47 29
48 40
47 58
47 34
48 44
48 49
48 31
48 33
47 34
48 49
48 44
47 34
48 14
48 28
48 22
4831
48 50
48 29
48 10
47 34

Longitude

121 30
120 48
121 03
121 17
120 50
121 08
121 21
121 10
121 12
121 37
121 08
120 51
121 12
121 49
121 30
121 10
120 52
121 06
121 02
120 48
121 37
120 45
120 54
121 11

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47

Manama
Middle Cascade
Mixup
Mutchler
Noisy Creek
North Watson
Overcoat
Hinman
Ptarmigan
Qulen 5abe
Rainbow
Ruth
Sahale
Shoales
Si Ik urn
Snowking
Spider
Sluart
Walrus
While Chuck
White Salmon
Wilman
Yawning

-47'
-41
-29
-18
-26
-33

•24
-141
-33
-53
-68
-16*
-31
-28
-51
-12
-8
-36
0*
-32'
•24
19
-20

48 48
48 25
48 27
48 24
48 40
48 39
47 30
48 34
48 49
48 30
48 48
48 52
48 49
48 49
48 07
48 25
48 10
47 12
48 03
48 13
48 50
47 58
48 27

121 48

121 03
121 C2
121 15
121 32
121 34
121 18
121 14
12145
121 03
121 46
121 32
121 02
121 46
121 08
121 17
120 53
120 54
120 58
121 25
121 37
121 22
121 02

3. Change in terminus positions of 47 North Cascade glaciers between August 1984
and August 1991(*) or August 1992. Glacier locations are indicated on Figure 1.
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Figure

1. Locations of the 47 North Cascades glaciers studied by the NCGCP.
Area weather stations also shown.
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Babbitt eases up on
range reform plan
After failing to break a WestWASHINGTON (AP) - Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt, ern-led Senate filibuster that
heading west today for meetings blocked congressional passage
on rangeland reform, says he of a less stringent reform packenvisions ''substantial changes" age, the Clinton administration
in his original proposal for is proceeding with its own plan
on its executive authority. The
tighter federal controls
In an interview Wednesday, proposal is to be unveiled in
January
after which there will
Babbitt said he intends to modify his plan to provide more be a period for public comment
During the Senate filibuster,
local flexibility in meeting national goals on environmental Babbitt threatened to push
ahead immediately with his own
protection.
plan if the Senate did not act
He said he wants to encour- but
since that tactic failed to
age ranchers, environmentalists break
logjam, he has
and public officials to get to- stepped the
back to reconsider the
gether locally to determine how plan he disclosed
in August
to spend federal money to im"There are going to be some
prove the condition of the range
and decide range management substantial changes," he said.
He would not give specifics
plans.
but said his main thrust will be
"We are searching to see if we to incorporate more local concan find some way of encourag- sensus-building that could mean
ing and empowering consensus varying rangeland management
decision-making involving all of in different parts of the country.
the stakeholders and give them
The federal government will
more weight in the allocation of still order overall environmenrange improvement funds and tal standards, such as requirethe formulation of management ments that grazing not interfere
plans," he said.
with critical plant growth and
The secretary is traveling to not destroy streamside wildlife
Denver, Salt lake City, Baker habitat or wetlands
City, Ore., and Boise, Idaho, in
Babbitt expressed interest in
the next few days to visit with expanding the kind of group
governors and hold meetings on that Gov. Roy Romer has set up
his upcoming rangeland pack- in Colorado to work out comage. '
promises.

Old Growth Logging

— Washington Native
Plant Society Bulletin,
Feb. 1994

Did You Know?
«*• There were once more than 50.000 grizzly bears in the Western United States;
today as few as 800 grizzly bears remain, occupying less than 2% of their former
range; there may be only 10 grizzly bears totalremainingin the North Cascades.
«* In the first 10 years of her life, a female grizzly bear may produce, at best, a
single surviving female cub; cubs stay with their mother for about three years; cub
survival rate is only 50%; the average life span of a grizzly bear is 15 to 20 years.
S3* Grizzlies are omnivores; they eat both plants and animals. 90% of their diet
is from berries, roots, and grasses. They also scavenge meat from winter-killed
animals, dig for rodents and eat termites, grubs & other insects.
•*" Humans are the grizzly's only predator, in Yellowstone 80% of all grizzly bear
deaths are caused by human activities: the highest percentage of deaths is due to
illegal means.
«ar Grizzliesrequirelarge tracts ofrelativelyundisturbed
land: the home range of a single grizzly bear may average
as much as 500 square miles; the presence of roads poses
the greatest threat to grizzly bears today: roads cause
bears to avoid good habitat, allow hunter/poacher access,
and increase habituation through direct human contact
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The U. S. Forest Service has proposed a large-scale logging
operation in one of Washington's largest roadless areas, the
Granite Mountain Roadless Area, located in the north central
part of the State. The proposal would require 31 miles of new
road construction to re-open old roads, and would yield 15
million board feet. Various harvest methods, from
clearcutting to thinning, would be implemented on almost
3000 acres of lodgepole and ponderosa pine forests. This
kind of forest is composed of a mix of dense stands of small
lodgepole pine, wider spaced ponderosa pine and meadows.
This is low quality timber from an economic perspective but
is a unique eastside old growth forest from an
environmentalists perspective. Whether or not this is a below
cost timber sale depends upon ones economic analyses. In
any caes, old growth forest even of this marginal economic
value is scarce. This area is prime habitat for the largest lynx
population in the lower 48, due to the mix of forest types
which lynx depend upon, as well as a recovery area for
endangered gray wolf and grizzly bear populations. Although
these kinds of forests do not contain many species of rare
plants, it is the old growth forest itself which is endangered.

GRIZZLY FACTS

Can you Identify
a Grizzly Bear?

^

Grizzly Bear Mortality

A Grizzly Bear
Recovery Plan
is proposed for
the North Cascades.
Your support is needed!
The North Cascades Ecosystem (NCE)
chapter of the Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan has
been released for public comment Your
comments regarding this document are vital
to grizzly bear recovery in our state.
This document fails to actively pursue grizzly
bear recovery. Opposition is strong and aims
to further weaken this plan.
Biologists state: "The present grizzly bear
population in the NCE is far below the level
necessary for viability
and has a high
probability of extinction." This need not
happen if we work to save this species!
For recovery to succeed grizzly bears must be
brought in from other ecosystems and placed
in remote locations to ensure genetic
diversity. Habitat must be protected and
roadless areas retained and restored.
The hunting practices of baiting and the use
of hounds are incompatible with grizzly bear
recovery and must be banned! This is due to
dangerous sanitation practices, mistaken
identity killing, and harassment of grizzlies.
But recovery efforts will be in vain if we fail
to alter our actions which conflict with
grizzly bear behavior - improper food storage
and garbage disposal, poor livestock
husbandry,
poorly planned resourceextraction practices, and ignorance.
If you care about saving the very symbol of
"wild", now is the time to make your voice
heard! Send your letter today, urging strong
efforts for complete recovery of the grizzly
bear in our region. Encourage others to do
the same. The future of the grizzly bear
hinges on your active support!

Why Save The Grizzly Bear?
At present, the North Cascades is an unraveling
ecosystem. To protect it in whole, we must first protect its
parts. The grizzly bear is part of that ecosystem - by
protecting its habitat we in turn protect the diversity of ail
wild, free-roaming species therein. If we allow the grizzly
bear to become extinct we most surely condemn the North
Cascades to a slow death, for...
Alive, the grizzly is a symbol offreedom and understanding a sign thai man can learn to conserve what is left on the earth.
Extinct, it will be another fading testimony to things man should
have learned more about but where too preoccupied with himself
to notice
In its beleaguered condition, it is above all a symbol of what man
is doing to the entire planet.
If we learn from these experiences, and learn rationally, both the
grizzly and man may have a chance to survive.
Frank C. Craighead, Jr.

What You Can Do...
Write a letter. Stress the following in your letter. Comments are due by
Feb. 12, 1994:
1) Insist on an augmentation program to preserve genetic diversity and
forresearchpurposes; stress the urgency to immediately initiate a public
involvement process to achieve this goal.
2) Insist on a complete ban on the use of baits and hound hunting within
and adjacent to therecoveryzone.
3) Insist all park, wilderness,roadless,and administrative reserved areas
be managed as Management Situation I (critical habitat) areas; other
lands should remain unclassified until further habitat data is obtained.
4) Call for a moratorium on road building until a complete assessment of
all roads in the recovery zone is performed; urge development of an
implementation plan for seasonal or permanent road closures to protect
critical habitat.
5) Urge full designation of the recovery zone boundaries, including
reinstatement of deleted areas (Loup Loup and Colockum); call for
evaluation of Cascades south of 1-90 as arecoveryzone.
6) Hold land managers to a zero human-induced mortality goal.
7) Compliment the recovery team for recognizing the importance of an
ongoing educational program to help dispel the myths surrounding
grizzly bears.
8) Urge identification of linkage zones between the North Cascades and
other ecosystems, including the Cascades south of Interstate 90.
Please send your comments prior to Feb. 12th to:
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
3704 Griffin Lane SE, Suite 102
Olympia,WA 98501

Grinly Bear Recovery Zonee
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BOOK REVIEW
Cascadia Wild: Protecting an International Ecosystem. Edited by Mitch Friedman
and Paul Lindholdt. Copublishers: The Greater Ecosystem Alliance, Bellingham, WA.,
and Frontier Publishing, Seaside, OR. 1993. 193 pp. $19.95. ISBN 0-939116-35-9.
Can a book with twenty-two coauthors be anything other than the committtee-designed horse that
turned out to be a camel? We are all familiar with the "books" of conference proceedings that serve only
to showcase the contributors' particular biases rather than inform the reading public. Cascadia Wild is
NOT such a collection of unrelated writings. The common interests of its authors and skilled editing
have resulted in a highly readable book that will be an essential tool to all of us who are interested in
promoting a North Cascades International Park.
After close to four decades of intense interest in the North Cascades ecosystem, this reviewer thought
he had a pretty comprehensive background in its history, both natural and cultural, and its problems as
well as possible solutions. Reading this fine book made him aware of the serious gaps in his knowledge.
How many of us south of the Canadian border really know much (or anything) about the history of
environmental problems or the ecopolitics of British Columbia? This book provides us the data bank we
shall find necessary if we
are to succeed in establishing an international park.
A very informative
chapter is devoted to depicting how the religious and
cultural traditions of Pacific
Northwest Indians are so
deeply steeped in reverence
for nature that the tribes
become our natural allies in
preserving the wilderness of
the Greater North Cascades
Ecosystem. Most enlightening and appalling was the
history of the forceful efforts
of both the U.S. and Canadian governments to stamp
out indigenous religious
practices and "civilize" the
native peoples by Christianizing them.
The book does a good job
of pointing out the pitfalls
Lake Chelan — Ira Spring photo
of trying to preserve
through single-species management such threatened and endangered species as the grizzly, wolf, fisher, spotted owl and lynx.
There is also a thought-provoking chapter written by a Forest Service district wilderness manager who
has an extensive background as a timber sale planner. He presents the case of "alternative" or natural
selection forestry as opposed to the "new Forestry" now being hailed as the solution to the forest management problems of the western Pacific Northwest.
Well presented are such historic and current threats to the ecosystem as mining, logging, grazing
and water diversions. The book ends with an excellent analysis of what needs to be done on both sides
of the border and what areas should be protected in order to establish an international park and eventually a Biosphere Reserve and a World Heritage Site,
Cascadia Wild is a must-read for all NCCC members.
—Joseph W. Miller
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BOOK REVIEW:
Fire Ecology of Pacific Northwest Forests, James K. Agee. Island Press. Washington, D.C. 1993. 490 pp., $50.00.
Ecosystem management of forests in the North Cascades is starting to attract attention. The USFS
and the National Park Service are scrambling to figure out how to manage forested lands in today's
legal and political environment. Environmental activists are hard-pressed to provide practical guidelines for implementing the concepts they have long espoused. Regardless of management objective,
those interested in the management of ancient forests, second-growth forests, and forest lands in need
of restoration must take ecosystem process intoaccount or risk challenge.
One of the chief ecosystem processes is fire. Until recently, one had to piece together disparate
sources of information from a variety of disciplinary perspectives in order to understand the role fire
plays in the ecosystem. With the publication of Fire Ecology of Pacific Northwest Forests, James K.
Agee has made it immeasurably easier to become knowledgeable about fire ecology in the Cascades
range. Fire management specialists in academia and agencies are likely to regard Agee's book as the
authoritative text for their work. Forest Service and Park Service managers as well as environmental
activists will find it an accessible and essential reference.
Fire Ecology covers an enormous body of information. In the first part of the book Agee describes
and documents the role of fire in the Pacific Northwest ecosystems —beginning with natural fires and
unaltered ecosystems and then discussing fire in altered ecosystems. Agee traces the development of
fire management in the Pacific Northwest and shows how both economics and ecosystem concepts were
ignored in our haste to defeat the "enemy" fire. Agee makes fascinating work of the techniques for doing
a fire history. In addition, the two-chapter sequence on effects of fire on vegetation and ecosystems is
very revealing. The second part of the book explains the fire ecology of the six major forest types in
Washington, Oregon and Northern California. A final chapter examines the management challenges
facing Pacific Northwest forests and provides insights into the significant role fire must play in decisions about wildlands, New Forestry, spotted owls and global climate change.
The figures, tables and photographs are ample and clearly illustrate the text. There is profuse
scientific documentation of each point and the bibliography alone is worth the price of the book to the
serious scholar. Agee demonstrates his mastery of fire ecology by making his book interesting and
informative for the specialist and nonspecialist alike. Lest the nonspecialist be misled, the book is not
an easy read, but the effort is very rewarding. This is just the right book at just the right time. It will
contribute greatly to developing the capability to manage forest lands along ecosystem lines.
Reviewed by Dave Fluharty

James K. Agee is on the faculty of the College of Forest Resources at the University of Washington. He has made a number of contributions to understanding forest ecosystems in the Pacific
Northwest. One standout is the volume Ecosystem Management for Parks and Wilderness
which Agee edited with Darryl Johnson (University of Washington Press, 1988) which is pointing the way toward NCCC work on North Cascades International Park and Ecological Reserve.
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areas already logged — already nuked! Let's not
sign on to any International Park scheme unless
we know for sure it will preserve big, new and
intact areas.

Letters
February 2, 1994
Editor
The Wild Cascades

Rick McGuire
206-363-6954

Dear Editor:
Recently there has been much discussion in
these pages about the idea of creating a Cascades
International Park on both sides of the U.S.Canada border. While the idea clearly has some
merit, there is also a considerable downside which
we should look at before we leap. Some factors
we should consider:
Most of the area which might be included in
such a park on the Canadian side has been thoroughly plundered and pillaged. As has been
pointed out by previous writers to The Wild Cascades, the valleys of Slesse, Maselpanik, Depot
and other creeks on the Canadian side have been
absolutely, totally destroyed. We're thirty years
too late. Ecological restoration is much needed
there, but in view of the fact that there are many
other vast areas in B.C. which are still intact and
unprotected, do we really want to be pushing for
International Park status for this wasteland?
At least one member of the B.C. government
has been quoted recently that a "new" kind of Park
"might not absolutely prohibit logging." Why
should we lend our credibility to the drawing of a
line around something if we're not saving it? Especially when there's little left to be saved? A recent article in the Vancouver Sun on the Park
idea admitted that the few trails near Vancouver
are woefully overcrowded, and suggested that an
International Park would serve to divert the
crowds from Vancouver onto trails on the U.S.
side, since we had the foresight to preserve large
areas when they didn't. Drawing a line on the
map and calling it an International Park would
likely attract many more users into the North
Cascade National Park and Wilderness area
backcountries, both from B.C. and elsewhere, in
exchange for little or nothing in the way of newly
preserved land. Things might be much better left
as they are now.
And finally, although the current B.C. government has preserved some new areas, it's still
mostly business as usual with the logging industry continuing to tear up most of the Province.
We should encourage them to save areas where
there is still something left to save, and not give
them the opportunity to take credit for "saving"
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EDITOR: Kevin Herrick, NCCC Special Projects
Coordinator, clarifies the NCCC position on the proposed International park:

Whoa. Hold on. We should probably make
things clear. First of all, we have no intention
lowing the U.S. or Canadian governments to get
for "saving" trashed lands. We do want to give
the opportunity to do something new. We want
to protect an ecosystem.

a few
of alcredit
them
them

To do this, the remaining pristine lands on both
sides of the border must remain untouched. The problem is that biological conservation science tells us that
our intact North Cascades lands don't add up to a functioning ecosystem. The islands we have saved are fragmented and separated by damaged areas on both sides
of the border. If we are serious about maintaining the
North Cascades ecosystem, it means that we are in
the preservation and restoration business.
Rick is r i g h t t h a t the North Cascades attract
people. The problem is that the people are here and
more are coming. The Seattle-Vancouver corridor is
growing like gang-busters. The question is, should recreation development occur haphazardly? Or, should
we create a way that all the land managers can coordinate recreation plans to maximize recreation opportunities while minimizing the impact on the environment?
We believe the ecosystem will benefit from some
degree of coordinated management. Bureaucratically
speaking, the border is not the only division in the
North Cascades. The twisting lines of government departments and subdepartments divide the ecosystem
into a jumble of isolated islands. Land managers need
the ability, and no doubt the order, to start working
together.
The proposed concept is to designate an international park that will make up the highly protected core
area t h a t an ecosystem requires. A reserve will surround the core area. The management (trashing) practices of the past century will not occur in this area.
Resource use will be limited to a level that will not
jeopardize the ecosystem. Anything less than this will
not be accepted.
The opportunity lies before us. There is no reason
why we cannot continue to fight to protect pristine land
from the Columbia to the Arctic while restoring the
damage done during the past century.

The Council Report
The Council Report highlights items of interest from the recent meeting of the Board of Directors, January 22, 1994.

Board of Directors Reorganizes
Since President Dave Fluharty soon will no
longer continue as president after a ten-year period of service, the Board of Directors established
a committee to recommend a reorganization of the
Board of Directors. This was done with the realization that we would be unlikely to find anyone
willing or able to devote a similar amount of time
to the affairs of the Council as did President
Fluharty.
Fluharty will continue to be an active Advocate for the LCNRA. In fact, as we decentralize
responsibilities of the organization, every Board
member will take on the advocacy of some issue
that the NCCC must face. The organization will
thus be relieved of much of its bureaucratic encumbrances. The Advocates (Watchers) will act
independently but in accord with mandates established by the Board of Directors. These mandates will be based on a series of position papers
adopted by the board. The Advocate-Watcher will
be expected to attend public meetings, keep in
contact with land managers, write letters for the
organization, and prepare position papers on the
chosen issue.
Once the position papers have been established, any board member may speak for the organization as long as the person confines himself
to the parameters of the mandate. What this will
do is free the new president to act as a "traffic
director" for the Board.

When moving the acceptance for the new organizational structure, Dave Brower described the
new reorganization as "a wonderful antidote to
the stifle and squelch virus that attacks so many
organizations." He also suggested that if this experiment works, the NCCC should patent it.

Chelan County and Growth
Management Act
As a result of NCCC lawsuit against Chelan
County when they exempted Mike Sherer's
Stehekin River bulkhead from the state Environmental Protection Act, we have filed petition to
the state Growth Management Board notifying
them that Chelan County is not in compliance
with the state GMA. Since that time Chelan
County has rewritten their proposal to come into
compliance. However, the new plan adopted does
not measure up to critical standards. We had expected that we would be the only ones involved in
appealing the plan. However, what we found were
others willing to challenge the county — agriculturalists, orchardists, Yakima Indian Nation,
Audubon, and other environmental groups in the
Chelan-Leavenworth area. These Chelan County
groups requested that our Special Projects Coordinator Kevin Herrick come to Chelan County to
meet with them.
Since we opened the process up, this group
has joined with us in appealing to the state GMA
Board. Our efforts will now be coordinated with
the Chelan groups. Steve Volker of the Sierra Club
Legal Defense Fund will be examining the issue
for us. The state hearing board is a quasi-judicial
board that has the power to hold up permits until
Chelan County is in compliance. If they are found
to be in willful neglect, the state Growth Management Act allows the governor to act administratively to withold funds from Chelan County.
—Phil Zalesky, Secretary to the Board

Drawing: Devils club — Kristian Erickson
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SPEAK UP, STOP MUMBLING!
NCCC Watcher/Advocate Sign-Up — No Experience Required
—Pasavten Grazing — Stop destruction of the high alpine meadows.
—Forest Watch — Pick a piece of your forested backyard. Keep it forested.
—Road Watch — P u t engineers to work restoring logging roads to trails.
—Mining Watch — Track down hairbrained mining schemes and stop them in their tracks.
—Stehekin Advocacy — Help restore the Stehekin Valley.
—Small Hydro Dam Busting — Keep the Cascade streams flowing free.
—Wilderness Watch — We can't turn our backs on protected areas. Make sure they get the
good management they need.
—International Park and Reserve Advocate — This campaign is growing. Join it.
—Do vou have particular technical knowledge or field of expertise? Please note below.
—On Call Advocate — When the North Cascades needs friends to write letters.
—NCCC Support Advocate — bookkeeping, mapping, layout design, fundraising, etc.
This cannot be a complete list. There are too many good things in the Cascades. Please note your
interest.
Your Name a n d Address:

Cut this out and send to:
The North Cascades Conservation Council
1516 Melrose Ave., Suite 200
Seattle, WA 9812

The Wild Cascades, Journal of the
North Cascades Conservation Council
Post Office Box 95980
University Station
Seattle, Washington 98145-1980
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