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Looking out over Miner's Creek and Middle Ridge to
Glacier Peak, from near Suiattle P a s s . The eastern
edge of the open pit would be approximately at this
point. — National Park Service photo

90TH CONGRESS AND THE NORTH CASCADES
F O U R H E A R I N G S AND T H R E E B I L L S
S. 1 3 2 1 , M r . J a c k s o n (for h i m s e l f and M r . M a g n u s o n ) ( b y r e q u e s t )
H . R . 8 9 7 0 , M r . M e e d s - H . R . 1 2 1 3 9 , M r . P e l l y (by r e q u e s t )
What shall be the future of Washington's North Cascades, asked Senator Henry M. Jackson
and members of his Senate Interior Committee as they listened to witnesses both praise and
criticize S. 1321; "A bill to establish the North Cascades National Park and Ross Lake National
Recreation Area, to designate the Pasayten Wilderness and to modify the Glacier Peak Wilderness in the State of Washington, and for other purposes".
The answers were widely divergent. Proponents of preserving America's most outstanding wilderness parkland extolled the superlative qualities of this scenic heritage. However,
those who wanted only to harvest trees, minerals, and big game animals made dire predictions
of the financial ruin and social stagnation they felt would certainly follow in the wake of a park.
Four times the senators listened to witnesses repeat these and many other arguments.
Federal and State agencies, as well as nationally concerned organizations, including the North
Cascades Conservation Council, testified at the Washington D. C. hearings, (April 24, 25). The
views of all local Washington citizen's organizations, industries, and Chambers of Commerce,
wishing to be heard, were very fairly accommodated at the Seattle (May 25), Mt. Vernon (May
27), and Wenatchee (May 29)hearings.
In this and following issues of The Wild Cascades we shall present selected quotations
representative of the testimony at these hearings. (The full hearing record of several volumes
can be obtained by writing to Senator Henry M. Jackson, Senate Office Building, Washington, DC).
Cover: Cartoon, compliments of Ray Collins
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Park and wilderness proponents collectively presented what appeared to us to be a very
convincing case for supporting S. 1321, with the inclusion of some or all of the 10 amendments
proposed by the North Cascades Conservation Council. While there were differences in the way
the North Cascades should be administered there was overwhelming opposition to Kennecott's
proposal to mine the Glacier Peak Wilderness Area. Senator Jackson admitted the Wilderness
Act was weak with regard to safeguards against mining. Park opponents were far more stereotyped and less imaginative in their support for retaining the commercially motivated multipleuse management of the Forest Service. Witnesses presenting oral testimony in support of a
North Cascades National Park were estimated as slightly outnumbering park opponents. This
was surprising as it was predicted that there would be much heavier opposition in Mt. Vernon
and Wenatchee. Numerically these hearings were a victory for the conservationists. When the
printed hearing record is available we shall prepare a tally of both oral and written testimony.
The Cascades themselves undoubtedly presented the best case of all, aided by superb
cooperation from the weather. On May 26 the Senators saw for themselves the scenic climax of
America's Alps. They flew over the entire region, including a close look at Kennecott's proposed
open-pit mine site in the Glacier Peak Wilderness, drove up the Stehekin Valley, and stayed
overnight at Newhalem. Senator Frank E. Moss from Utah told the witnesses at Mt. Vernon,
"The opportunity we had yesterday to fly over this magnificent area proved the great beauty of
the North Cascades and the potential that they have as a great park". Let's hope when Congressman Aspinall's House Interior Committee views the area it will come away similarly impressed.
S. 1321 and H. R. 8970 a r e two identical bills implementing the Administration's proposals
for the North Cascades. H. R. 12139 (introduced August 7, 1967) "To establish the North Cascades National Park in the State of Washington, and for other purposes" is the conservationists'
original 1963 North Cascades National Park Proposal. This bill was introduced for comparative
purposes. It establishes for the record that the two administration bills are in reality compromises on what the ideal park unit should be. Congressman Thomas M. Pelly (House Office
Building, Washington, DC) deserves our gratitude for once more stepping forth in defense of the
North Cascades. In past years he has introduced legislation for Park Service Study of the North
Cascades, and attempted to impose a logging moratorium on Forest Service "sensitive zones"
around the Glacier Peak Wilderness until such time as Congress decides the future of the North
Cascades.
p . p . G.

PAUL BROOKS DEFENDS NORTH CASCADES
THE FIGHT

FOR

AMERICA'S

ALPS

— — — — .

written by Mr. Brooks, first appeared in the February 1967 issue of The Atlantic
Monthly. Having visited the area, he concludes that the natural and wilderness
values of the region can and must be preserved and that only the National Park Service is capable of doing an adequate job. The May 1967 issue of The Reader's Digest
condensed "The Fight for America's Alps" and added this preface, "At the heart of
the growing controversy over Washington State's magnificent North Cascades lies
this question: To whom shall we entrust what remains of wild America?" (Reprints
of this article are available from Reprint Editor, The Reader's Digest, Pleasantville,
N. Y. 10570 as follows: 10 - 50b; 50 - $2; 100 - $3. 50; 500 - $12. 50; 1000 - $18.)

KENNECOTT

AND

GLACIER

PEAK

— — — — .

A CORPORATION'S
RESPONSIBILITY
TO T H E
PUBLIC
has just been written by Mr. Brooks for the September 1967 issue of Harper's. He
perceives that the decision at Miner's Ridge can become as historic in the conservation battle as was Cemetary Ridge at Gettysberg.
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—Pott-Intelligencer Photon hg Tom BroumelL

QUOTATIONS FROM S.1321 HEARINGS
before the
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION
of the
COMMITTEE ON
INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS
UNITED STATES SENATE
NINETIETH CONGRESS
April 24 and 25, 1967, Washington, D. C.

STEWART L. UDALL

Secretary of the Interior

"Among the numerous recommendations . . . was the question of a National Park extending south from the Canadian boundary to include some of the most spectacular mountain, valley,
glacier, meadow, and lake scenery that I have ever seen. . . .
"The National Park and Recreation Area that would be established by S. 1321 will without
question take its place along with Grand Canyon, Yosemite, Yellowstone, and Glacier as one of
the crown jewels of the National Park system. . . .
" . . . once the decision was made by the President that a National Park should be created,
the details of the proposal before you have been worked out jointly by the two departments (Agriculture and Interior). . . . the Granite Creek area is excluded from either a National Park or a
National Recreation Area and is left as normal multiple-use National Forest land. . . . The
basic reasons supporting a national recreation area are to permit future raising of Ross and
Diablo Lakes and more diversified and intense recreational use in this area than is normally the
custom within a National Park. . . .
"The North Cascades contain unique features of terrain that exist in no other area of the
National Park system. The Picket Range is perhaps the most rugged in the 48 States . . . The
Redwood National Park and the North Cascades National Park constitute two of our great remaining National Park opportunities. I know of no one who questions the uniqueness, suitability, and
calibre of this area in relation to National Park standards. "
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Associate Chief of U. S. Forest Service

" . . . boundaries of the proposed Pasayten Wilderness do not coincide exactly with those
of the existing Primitive Area. . . . we propose some boundary changes to put the boundary on
topographic features and to exclude one sizeable area, shown on the map as Horseshoe Basin,
which we believe should not be included in the wilderness. . . .
"The proposed changes in the boundary of Glacier Peak Wilderness . . . would include
portions of the Suiattle and White Chuck River valleys. . . . There is some timber in these
additions, most of which is not available for harvesting since it is properly classed as withdrawn because of too steep slopes or because it should be managed to maintain the scenic attractiveness of these entryways into the wilderness. We don't want to have buffer zones around wilderness areas. . . .
"Of particular interest are the three proposed winter sports developments in or near the
Granite Creek drainage, east of the Park. . . . These are planned to be privately financed
developments operated on a permit basis, as are the other major winter sports areas on the
National Forests, such as Crystal Mountain in the State of Washington, Mammoth Mountain in
California, Alta in Utah, Mt. Hood in Oregon, all of which are entirely or primarily on National
Forest land."

JOHN A. BIGGS

Director Washington State Department of Game
(a quasi-public organization financed by sale of
hunting licenses)

"More than eight hundred thousand people now fish and hunt in our state and it is estimated
that this figure will exceed a million within the next four years. . . .
"We have computed that within the area proposed for a park, hunters annually take slightly
more than one thousand deer and forty mountain goat. . . .
"A prohibition against hunting ignores all of the lessons and all of the scientific knowledge
which has been accumulated in the field of wildlife management (comparable to timber management) during the past fifty years, which all add up to this; that wildlife populations as other
renewable resources, can and should be harvested under controls, in order to maintain these
populations in a strong and healthy condition, and especially to maintain the environment of wildlife which is essential to its well-being . . .
"There is no reason in logic, or in fact, to deprive the general public of the opportunity
to legitimately hunt big game in the proposed park area. . . .
" . . . a third national park in the State of Washington would be highly detrimental to the
interests of hundreds of thousands of fishermen and hunters. The result would be a taking of
legitimate and badly needed hunting and fishing opportunities without a logical reason of any
kind. . . .
"Hunters and fishermen could live with a Picket National Park. "
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Superintendent, Department of Lighting, City of Seattle

"There would be no conflict between National Park Service and City Light. We would ask
that the Recreation Area boundary be extended downstream to include the entire planned Copper
Creek project. Our plans for a diversion dam and reservoir on Thunder Creek is the only problem, otherwise we are in support of the bill. "
PATRICK D. GOLDSWORTHY

President, North Cascades Conservation Council

"We are seeking the very highest quality of preservation conceivable for the nation's
very finest example of classical alpine scenery. We are convinced that this preservation, for
all future generations to enjoy, can be best provided in the form of a national park. . . .
"The council, representing almost 1500 individuals, supports S. 1321 with 8 amendments.
. . . S. 1321, now before Congress, represents a major step forward in the direction of providing the best protection possible for the scenic resources of the North Cascades. It is a bill which
provides for a park about 1/2 the size it should be (our park proposal of 1963) and protects about
1/4 of the park-caliber area needing protection. It furthermore is a bill which clearly reflects
political compromise and as such is in need of considerable amendment. . . . S. 1321 is a positive bill which adds considerably to the wilderness protection in the North Cascades. "
DAVID LEE

(personal - Ephrata Washington)

"I am presently employed as graduate Research Assistant in the Department of Botany,
Rutgers . . . give my support to Senate Bill #1321 . . . I would like to give one last plea for the
inclusion of the Glacier Peak Wilderness as part of a North Cascades National Park. In my
opinion Glacier Peak and the surrounding mountains and valleys are the most varying and beautiful country in the entire Cascade Range. I feel that the wilderness ultimately can only be adequately protected as part of a national park. . . .
"I have had considerable experience working and studying at the site of the old Holden
Copper Mine, ten miles east of Plummer Mountain. I have seen the ugly scars that have resulted
from this mining. The excavation would be much more extensive and the vegetative regeneration
much slower at the high-altitude Plummer Mountain site. I can attest to the pollution that has
resulted from the mine tailings. There are no fish in the portion of Railroad Creek that flows by
and below the tailings. In addition there has been absolutely no vegetative regeneration at the
Holden tailings, nor does there appear to be a possibility for conturies. "

W. D. HAGENSTEIN

Executive Vice President, Industrial Forestry Association

"The Association consists of 105 companies and individuals . . . Its members operate
nearly 400 wood-using plants, conduct more than 200 logging operations, and employ more than
80,000 people. . . .
"When Congress dismembered the Olympic National Forest it triggered stagnation of the
Olympic Peninsula as a whole. . . . Neither is the Olympic National Park serving a principal
purpose of parks - enjoyment by people - because it is mostly inaccessible to a majority of citizens. . . .
"You won't find much clamor for or acceptance of further dismemberment of the Mt.
Baker, Wenatchee and Okanogan National Forests in the North Cascade counties because the
people there know their jobs, their homes, their private investments in their businesses and
their public investments in schools and roads depend on a continuing timber supply from both the
state and private lands which make up their resource and economic base. . . .
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"We would like to make two specific recommendations for modification of the boundaries
of the Glacier Peak Wilderness Area: . . . (1) Creation of a Suiattle River Corridor, (2) Adjustment of the westerly boundaries. A Suiattle River Corridor would allow the realization of the
outstanding recreational opportunities of a trans-Cascade Road up the Suiattle to the confluence
of Miners Creek, thence up Miners Creek through Suiattle Pass, down the east slope of the Cascades past Lyman and Hart Lakes to connect with the existing road at Holden, thence down the
existing road along Railroad Creek to Lucerne on Lake Chelan. . . .
"Everyone responsible for jobs and payrolls in the North Cascades is worried that if
S. 1321 were passed, the end of the Mt. Baker National Forest is in sight. Were a North Cascades National Park created, there would be pressure to enlarge it significantly by annexing Mt.
Baker and Glacier Peaks, the two crown jewels of the North Cascades.
"S. 1321, with its proposal to put 1,180, 000 acres into parks and wilderness, is a serious
threat to the economy of Washington. But as though this were not enough, it is compounded by
the Administration's proposals for a Scenic Rivers bill, S. 1092, and a Scenic Trails bill, S. 827.
When you add these on top of the withdrawals already made from the Federal lands in Washington
for park, wilderness and recreation areas and consider the landscape management policies of
the U.S. Forest Service, one can't help but conclude that it seems to be a blueprint for making
forestry passe. "
M. BROCK EVANS

Northwest Representative, Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs

"The Federation is an organization of some 58, 000 members in 43 outdoor clubs in eight
western states. There are eighteen member clubs in the State of Washington. . . .
". . . we feel that it is a progressive bill and worthy of favorable consideration. We
believe that the introduction of this bill represents a significant step forward in the drive for
protection of the North Cascades . . . Basically, we believe that the bill does not provide enough
statutory protection for wilderness, that it creates ahigh country Park without adequate provision
for living space for visitors and little opportunity for them to get into the Park without intruding
on existing wilderness. Finally, there are many scenic and unique lands adjoining the Park but
outside of its presently proposed boundaries, which should be properly a part of it and which are
threatened by adverse developments. . . .
". . . the Park and Recreation Area proposal would remove . . . about 2/10 of 1% of all
the commercial timber land now open to cutting in the North Cascades. Even if the conservationists'proposal . . . for additional protection were added, . . . the total amount of timber land
removed from commercial production would be a fraction over 1% of all that in the North Cascades. "
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The Wild Cascades
Chemithon Corporation, Seattle

"Economy of the northwest will be aided by a North Cascades National Park and can expand. I ' m terribly irritated over the hassle as this is property of the nation, not the counties.
"As a nation we seem terrified about a park being too big. Today the Forest Service
areas which surround Glacier Peak are like a miniskirt 12 inches above the knees. I don't know
how much further we can go. "
KENNETH B. POMEROY

Chief Forester, American Forestry Association

"The American Forestry Association believes it would be a mistake to turn the vacationing public loose on a wilderness by opening it up as a park. . . . Our Association feels that the
Eldorado Peaks-Stehekin Valley area will serve the public interest better if managed for multiple
purposes with mass outdoor recreation as the dominant objective. . . . in favor of establishment
of the Ross Lake National Recreation Area and the Pasayten Wilderness. "
MARION W. NEWKIRK

Research Assistant to the Master, Washington State Grange

". . . on behalf of the 56, 081 Grange members in our State, I want to speak in opposition
to S-1321. . . . restate our opposition to the Park and our belief in continued multiple use of all
of the resources in the area, under the continued supervision of the United States Forest Service.
This area has been efficiently and economically managed for many years by the United States
Forest Service . . . To change the management of this area could only result in various degrees
of confusion with possible disastrous effects on the economy of the entire region. . . .
". . . the Washington State Grange was asked to help organize a group to head the opposition to any new park . . . We did assist in the organization of a non-profit organization, Outdoors Unlimited."

GORDON K. SMITH

The Mountaineers, Seattle

"Our recommendation to this committee is based on our firm and long-standing belief
that much of the North Cascades area north of the Stevens Pass Highway is of national park caliber; and further, since much of this area is still in a true wilderness state it merits the combined protection of the National Park Act of 1919 and the Wilderness Bill. "
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Port Angeles Chamber of Commerce (Washington)

". . . opposed to a North Cascades National Park and Ross Lake Recreation Area in o r i ginal form. Creation of Olympic National Park in 1947 was a terrific blow to Puget Sound and
Port Angeles area and there has been no expansion since. "
Reverend R. RILEY JOHNSON

Outdoors Unlimited, Yakima

"Our organization and myself most particularly are not for or against the Administration
position. Would it be possible, prior to any final action that those of us who actually work with
young people be allowed to make a study of the potential youth use of this a r e a ? "
"We have 18,101 members who have paid dues of $1 each in Washington, Oregon, Idaho
and Montana. "
H. L. CROSS for LE ROY WRIGHT . . . .

President, Washington State Sportsmen's Council

". . . Council consists of 103 affiliates and approximately 7800 members in the State of
Washington. . . . is definitely opposed to the passage of Senate Bill 1321. . . .
"The State of Washington now has two large national parks, Mount Rainier and Olympic
. . . These give adequate national park area with sufficient variety of conditions to provide for
the needs of the people of the State and for the visitors from the rest of the Country who may wish
to enjoy park facilities in our State. . . .
"The proposal to take over the administration of 700, 000 acres means that the Park Service is really negating its traditional and legally established fundamentals of administration which
date back to 1916. The undertaking involves concepts not In accord with national park philosophy.
The national park project is predicated upon extensive development of areas for use by large
masses of people. Except for the Picket Range area, the proposed national park falls into the
pattern of a mass recreation area which is to be christened as a park. It is like pasting an old
respected label upon a bottle whose contents do not fit the description. . . .
"Council is not opposed to Wilderness as long as we don't have too much Wilderness. "
WILLIAM O. PEARSON

Mayor of Sedro-Woolley

". . . The proposed National Park would withdraw another billion to three billion board
feet of usable timber from the Forest Service sustained yield program . . . timber which should
be harvested as a sustained yield crop. Iowa grows corn, Kansas grows wheat, the South grows
tobacco and cotton and harvests these crops. In the Pacific Northwest, we grow and harvest
trees. Our economy depends on it. It certainly is not in the national interest to let vast stands
of mature timber rot and become infested with disease and bugs when they can be managed and
harvested as a crop. "

SENATOR JACKSON
"You said withdraw one billion to three billion board feet of timber. I am surprised.
Mr. Crafts, would you please clarify this point?"
MR. EDWARD C. CRAFTS
"One of the benefits of this Park is that it can be established with no disturbance to the
timber industry. So Mr. Pearson's statement is wrong. "
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H. L. CROSS . .Chairman, North Cascades Committee, Washington State Sportsmen's Council
". . . Our North Cascades is the way it is because we have kept it that way, with the help
and protection of the Forest Service. Why not spend the federal money making evergreen Coney
Islands out of the two parks we have already. If that's what the tourists want. The idea that this
area is in emminent danger of being devastated, desecrated, or lost to future generations is utter
nonsense. . . . The Forest Service works with us to use, enjoy and preserve our natural h e r i tage. We will not stand for having the National Park Service authorized to use our money, to set
aside our land for other people to look at, and say to most of us, "KEEP OUT. "

Cony
HISER PHOTO

WILLIAM F. LENIHAN . . . . General Counsel, Outdoors Unlimited, Yakima, and Executive
Vice President, Pacific Northwest Ski Instructors Association
". . . skiers simply have not been taken into consideration by the Bill . . . In order to
determine whether a given site is suitable for development into the ski area, a study of from
three to five years is required. . . . This has not been done any place in the North Cascades.
Until it is done, the establishment of a National Park or vast Wilderness Area is premature. . . .
The passing of S-1321 amounts to the ringing of a bell as far as skiers are concerned because we
are certain that the North Cascades region contains many of the finest potential ski areas in the
world. We also know that our growing Northwest population will require their development. . . .
"A hiker in a National Forest coming upon a patch of huckleberries can pick them and
eat them whereas in a National Park he is precluded from so doing. The rockhound traveling
through a National Forest is permitted to gather mineral specimens; rockhounding is prohibited
in a National Park. A back-packer wishing to cut fir bows for a bed may do so in the Forest but
not in a park. Fishing opportunities in many national parks leaves much to be desired since
reproduction is oftentimes left to natural spawning. . . . Why shouldn't the hunter be given his
opportunity to pursue his avocation ? In a Park we will be denied it. Basically, what we are
saying is that a National Park concept deprives too many people of too many recreational opportunities. . . .
"We think rather than establish wilderness areas in quarter and half million acre units,
they should be set up on a smaller basis so that access can be provided to key vantage points for
people to observe the scenic marvels of the North Cascades and also provide them with easier
access to trail systems that have been and are to be developed in these wilderness areas. . . .
"If a large park and additional wilderness areas are established we can say to the people
that want to use them: 'Here is one million acres of forest and mountains in their pristine glory.
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You can't get into it by car, because roads are prohibited. We have a few trails, but we should
tell you that the forest is rotting and the trees may fall down and kill you. There is some superb
mountain scenery to see, but you have to hike 12 miles over a very difficult trail in order to get
above timberline to a vantage point where you can see this scenery. Also, we can only let in a
certain number of people each day because if more go, the trail will be damaged through compaction. If too many people walk on the alpine meadows at the end of the trail, they will be
destroyed. And one further warning — in going through the forest along this trail, be very c a r e ful that you do not wander off more than a hundred yards because you will then be in a virtually
impenetrable jungle criss-crossed with wind thrown trees. . . . '
"Would it not be better to say: 'Here are forests and mountains containing 1.000.000
acres that is being managed for the benefit of all mankind. Portions of it have been zoned to be
preserved in its natural state. Accesses by road to vantage points have been provided so that
you may see the alpine scenery in all of its glory. At the same time, you will notice that there
are sheep and cattle grazing on portions of this land. This is controlled so that over-grazing is
not allowed. We do this to feed animals who in turn feed us. Also, the mature and over-mature
trees are being harvested gradually on a sustained-yield basis, in a fashion that will guarantee
us a continuous supply of mature trees to look at and to be harvested in perpetuity. You will also
find areas that have been logged off in past years. There you will find vigorously growing trees,
of various ages. From this you can see the various growth cycles of these trees from the seedling through maturity. You will also find this area resplendent with recreational activities. We
have winter sports a r e a s , the logged over lands provide excellent opportunities for observing big
game. This is where they feed. You will also see wildflowers there. You will find many places
where you can gather rocks and mineral specimens. Camp grounds, along the lakes and rivers,
are plentiful. You are allowed to engage in all recreational activities you may wish to pursue,
because that is the way we are managing this area of land.'
". . . We think that the Glacier Peak Wilderness Area is too large. We recommend . . .
a scenic loop highway going from the end of the existing road in the Suiattle Valley . . . and connecting with the existing road at Holden, then continuing on to Lucerne, crossing Lake Chelan by
ferry and ultimately tying into the North with the cross-state Highway (via Bridge Creek). . . .
This type of road may well provide access to another ski area or two for wintertime availability. "
J. SUTTON MYERS

(personal) Dover, Delaware

". . . change the name of the proposed park, and to operate it in conjunction with the E.
C. Manning Park across the border, as the CASCADES FRIENDSHIP PARK. . . . it would be a
very timely and worthwhile dedication of the word "friendship" to an international application,
for this unique area of mountains, glaciers, and forests. . . . Include and extend the Mt. Baker
area and classify it as a Park or Recreation Area. Change the area immediately south of E. C.
Manning Park from Wilderness to Park classification. . . . Add a new buffer or Recreational
Area as a protective belt around this fragile Glacier Peak Wilderness, and connect it with the
Ross Lake and North Cross State Highway corridor recreational areas. . . .
"I feel that the best present and long-time use of the land can be made by making the entire
area, as described by North Cascades Conservation Council, . . . and as I have .listed herein,
as a National Park in order to gain national identification, status, protection, and unified management that this magnificent unique area deserves. . . . there would be different zones of protection, use and activity. The greatest protection would be to the inner-most area, so fragile,
yet rugged and classically scenic. This is the true unspoiled wilderness reached only on foot or
by horseback. Next would be the "Park" in the normal accepted concept - a bridge between the
extremes of wilderness and mass recreation. Next, in a local area as in a corridor, and as a
belt around the park and wilderness area would be the Recreation areas for the masses with skilifts, gondolas, t r a m s , boating, trails, chateaus, and all that is customarily considered for such
areas."
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MICHAEL MCCLOSKEY

Conservation Director, Sierra Club

". . . the club's membership . . . approximately 50,000 now. . . .
"One of the reasons we have supported national park designation so strongly is that the
National Park Service has been willing to commit itself to providing wilderness protection to a
larger share of the Eldorado Peaks-Stehekin area than has the Forest Service. . . .
"We agree with the North Cascades Conservation Council that certain boundary modifications would improve the proposals in a number of important respects. . . .
"Finally, in the light of the fact that Kennecott Copper Corporation has announced its
intention to construct an open pit mine soon on Miners Ridge within the Glacier Peak Wilderness,
we want to remind Congress that conservationists have long held that this wilderness should be
included within a national park. . . . As now proposed, this open pit mine would be a tragic
desecration of one of America's finest alpine scenes. "
ROBERT T. DENNIS . . . Assistant Conservation Director, Izaak Walton League of America
"We believe the North Cascades region constitutes one of the United States' most outstanding natural areas — fully deserving and requiring the kind of overall planning outlined in the
legislation under consideration here. . . .
"We do wish to support Governor Evans' recommendation that legislation currently before
the subcommittee give statutory protection to the entire Cascades country, and particularly that
wilderness boundary decisions be made now.
". . . the League has taken no stand on the proposed North Cascades National Park —
we hope the alternatives involved can be more precisely defined. We recognize that the country
is certainly of national park stature. On the other hand, if much of it is placed in the Wilderness
System — as we believe it should be — it ought to make no fundamental difference whether j u r i s diction is given to the Park Service or the Forest Service. "

MRS. ABIGAIL AVERY

(personal) Lincoln, Massachusetts

" . . . I speak here . . . as one who is a landholder in the Stehekin valley . . . First let
me address myself to the eight amendments offered by the North Cascade Conservation Council.
In general I support these amendments. Because I feel the National Park Service offers the best
protection of this superlative scenic area from exploitation and lumbering, and the best knowhow on management for recreation, I am glad to see that many of these amendments add to the
size of the proposed Park. . . .
"I note single family residences, such as ours, may be retained for 25 years, or for our
lifetime. We approve of this, for we are very fond of our cabin. . . . Also I would enjoy knowing,
during those 25 years, that our property would eventually come under National Park management,
and that our cabin would not be levelled to allow a lumbering road to be constructed to get at the
beautiful marketable timber up the valley from us, now on Forest Service land!"
"The second amendment has to do with including the Granite Creek valley, with the new
North Cross State Highway, in the Park. I heartily concur here, . . . although I understand the
Forest Service has withdrawn the valley from annual allowable timber cut plans, that classification could be reversed by the Forest Service. Under the Park Service that long green valley
would be protected. . . . I would like this addition to the proposed Park to include Washington
Pass, for this would be an ideal spot for a Visitor's Center, Campground etc. Where else can
visitors car-camp in the high country?
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Ten Peak Range (GPWA)
ANTHONY WAYNE SMITH . . . .

- Philip Hyde

President and General Counsel, National Parks Association

". . . strong public sentiment in the Pacific Northwest and throughout America for the
preservation of the North Cascades primarily as foot and horse trail country and as virgin forest.
. . . the powerful sentiment which has developed in recent years and which has borne fruit in the
present proposals represents an equal determination to protect this natural country against intrusion by roads and mechanical facilities. . . .
"Heavy-duty recreation facilities based on the automobile in the North Cascades should
cling closely to the new trans-mountain highway. This policy will make it possible to protect
most of the new Park as wilderness; this is what the public wanted when it organized to establish
a Park. . . .
"We suggest that serious consideration be given to the creation of a large U-shaped r e creational buffer zone around an enlarged Glacier Peak Wilderness Area, within which sociological forestry would be practiced, of a kind compatible with the preservation of the outstanding
scenic and environmental resources of the region. This buffer area would run roughly from
Marblemount south, and east, and then north, to Lucerne. . . .
"The grand strategy for the management of a region of this kind lies in a two-fold policy;
for one thing, in plans to accord ample opportunity for heavy-duty recreational use in areas like
the Mount Baker Recreation Area; in the proposed Trans-mountain Recreation Area, excluding
the Ross Reservoir region; in the proposed Buffer Zone around the Glacier Peak Wilderness;
and perhaps even more importantly around communities like Concrete and privately owned areas
outside the public lands; and in the next place, the resolute protection of the trail country in the
proposed park and forest Wilderness Areas.
". . . park and forest country north (in Canada) of the international boundary could be
joined by treaty with the wild country to the south (in U.S.); the instrumentality of a treaty
might well be employed to afford additional permanent protection to the natural scenic and r e c r e a tion qualities of this region. "
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 1967

Wiser Use of Public Lands
ELCOME, indeed, were last week's do not balance out in such a weighing of
public hearings in Seattle and values, Jackson said, those lands should
W
Spokane by the Public Land Law Re- be left unspoiled. If that should prove-

view Commission, a congressionally established unit making a long-needed
study of the legal jungle in which vast
federal land holdings are managed.
It is about time our corner of the
nation was recognized in this problem,
which finds federal agencies struggling
in a morass of 5,000 laws and 50,000
regulations as they attempt to administer holdings that amount to two thirds
of the land in our Western states.
The hearings exposed a particularly
pertinent example of this legal confusion when witnesses discussed the anachronism in the proposal to mar the
heart of the Glacier Peak wilderness
area with an open-pit copper mine. This
area supposedly had been dedicated by
the Congress as an unspoiled alpine region, but the dedication contains an
exception for mining.
It is to be hoped that the suggestion
of Senator Jackson, a commission member, will prevail. He called for a determination of where the nation's needed
(but unclaimed) metals are, and then a
weighing, in each case, of the metal's
value as opposed to a growing population's insatiable demand for natural
environment in which to seek solace
and recreation.
Where "marginal" mining properties

to be the case at Glacier Peak then the
federal government must compensate
the owner of the claim and leave the
alpine setting for posterity.
But we trust the commission will
keep its thinking clear on another pertinent Washington State matter. As The
Times has stated editorially, a North
Cascades National Park must be established, and the sooner the better.
We do not quarrel with the statement
by Representative Aspinall of Colorado,
the commission's chairman, that his
monumental study report cannot be
made to the Congress before 1970.
This should not prevent the Congress
from establishing the park at its 1968
session. ISone of the various boundary
proposals encompasses any great extension of holdings already controlled by
the federal government. Most of them
strike a reasonable balance between
multiple use of natural resources and
retention of tourist-recreation attractions.
Let the commission continue its work,
particularly as it applies to clarifying
mineral rights and wilderness preservation. But the lengthy study must not
be used to delay any longer the 50-yearold proposal for a North Cascades National Park.

Bainbridge Review, Bainbridge Island, Washington, June 7, 1967

The World's Worst
WE AHE, by good fortune, some distance
away from the outcropping of copper ore
that is attracting all the attention in the
Glacier Peak area.
And we have absolutely nothing factual
to add to the testimony of mine tycoons
and conservationists who have been debating over what an open-face copper mine
will do for, or to, our state.
Those people have been studying the
question. We can only fall back on notions
that we conceived before the current squabble burst forth.
In our view, nothing could be worst for
Washington State than a bustling mining
industry. It would be even worse than a
peace scare.

Industry
Mining, particularly open-face mining,
permanently scars its surroundings. .You
can recover from a kraft paper plant or a
garbage dump, but the squalor that remains
in the wake of a mine is there to stay.
Along with that, states with rich mines
are states with poor people. The mining
economy is one of boom-and-bust. Even the
timber industry is, by comparison, a model
of stability.
The Department of Agriculture and the
Kennecott Copper Co. already have heard
more opinions than they want on the
matter. But for us, mountain scenery has a
lot more to recommend it than open-face
copper mines.
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Forest Service Expects
Court Test on Mine

lot leave a great open scar,
By ALLAN MAY
"[be tailings left after the ore is
Staff Writer
eixtracted could be put back in
DARRINGTON-The Wilder-'he mine to raise the floor as
ness Act passed by Congress in'lhe miners dig up toward the
1964 may get its first court test ;op of the ore body. There
in a disagreement betweene•ventually would be some setbut there would not be the
Kennecott Copper Co. and the tling
'
National Forest Service over huge scar of the pit or the overburden.
The narrow gauge railKennecott's proposal to estab-'
lish a copper mine in the Gla-'road wouuld cause less disruption of the natural situation and
cier Peak-Wilderness.
would be easier to remove
Cal Dunnell, recreation and Jwhen the ore is depleted.
land use staff director of the The Forest Service's requests
Mount Baker National Forest, to the company were made un '
which includes the wilderness, der the 1964 Wilderness ACI
said the Forest Service expects which permits mining in a wilthe Kennecott Co. to go to derness but charges the Forest
court in the dispute.
Service with supervising it to
He made the statement dur- assure that as little damage as
ing a three-day horse trip to the possible be done to the land and
wilderness with newsmen from its natural beauties.
Western Washington and Mayor "The company apparently
Dorm Braman of Seattle.
feels that our requests would
The act has never been tested increase their costs of operating
in court, Dunnell said. Kenne- to an unreasonable degree,"
cott isn't sure what the law| Dunnell said. "They have the
means. Undoubtedly they .will right to take us to court to try
want to know not only its ef- to prove that the requests are
fects on their Glacier Peak unreasonable. We expect that
holding but also on holdings they will."
they have in pther wilderness Such a court test would esareas.
tablish how far the Forest ServDunnell took the dozen or so ice can go under the Wilderness
newsmen to the Miners Ridge Act in restricting mining. It
Area where the company plans would affect the Glacier Peak
to establish an open pit mine proposal immediately and also
soon. He showed them core would establish a precedent
drillings and buildings built on that would affect other prothe area by the mine com- posed mines in other wilderness areas.
pany's prospecting teams.
The area is described by Kennecott at present is doing
many as one of the most beau- only exploration work in Glatiful mountain and forest re- cier Peak. Under the Wildergions in the world. At present ness Act, it has the right to conit is 12 miles from the nearest tinue that operation as long as
road and accessible only by necessarv
But the law states that a minhorse or foot.
ing firm must obtain a permit
The open pit mine, Dunnell from the Forest Service before
said, would affect much of theI it begins actual mining operabeauty of the area because of; tions. The company could bring
the scar left by the gouged-out' the matter to court by asking
soil and ore and because the; for a permit to develop an open
overburden would have to be1 pit mine.
dumped into the valley beneath1 If the Forest Service denied
the mine site.
. the permit, as Dunnell indiThe Forest Service has asked\ cated it will, the company could
the company to abandon itsI sue in court to force the Forest
plans for an open pit mine and Service to issue the permit.
to develop instead an under- The company also could beground mine. The service alsc' gin mining operations without
has asked that the company' a permit, forcing the Forest
abandon plans to build a truck! Service to ask the court for an
road into the area and develop5 injunction to prohibit the develinstead a narrow gauge rail-" opment without a permit. Eiroad.
ther way, the Forest Service
The advantages of these re-' feels, the Wilderness Act woulc
1
quests are obvious, Dunnel get a full hearing and its
said.
j-strength would 'be settled oni
The underground mine would way or another.

New York Times, April 30, 1967

Is This Mine Necessary?
The area around Glacier Peak in the state of Washington is one of this nation's most beautiful mountain
landscapes. Sparkling lakes, Alpine meadows and exciting craggy peaks make it the American equivalent
of the Alps. Experts in the National Park Service
believe that it surpasses any existing national park
in its natural beauty. •
A park in this area has been under study for years,
but long before Glacier Peak gets national park status,
it is likely to get an ugly open pit mine. The Kennecott Copper Corporation has under consideration the
development of a claim it has long held in the heart
of the Glacier Peak wilderness. The company believes
that its operations will not seriously damage the
scenery. But in addition to the mine, a mill will be
constructed at the site and a long access road will be
built to move the copper to the nearest railroad line.
Not only the scenery but also the water and the wilderness quality of Glacier Peak will be irreparably
harmed by this gross intrusion by Kennecott.
The ore in this location is valuable, but it is not
great enough in quantity to be of decisive importance
in Kennecott's operations, much less in the copper
needs of the nation. As against its marginal economic
importance, the mine would have major adverse effects on a scene of incomparable beauty that this
generation should hold in trust for all future generations. Since no final decision has been reached, Kennecott has an opportunity to serve the public interest by
withholding development of its claim.

Wenatchee Daily W o r l d , June 7, 1967

SENATE URGED TO TABLE
NORTH CASCADES PARK BILL
SPOKANE (AP)—The Senate subcommittee on parks and
recreation was urged Tuesday to table indefinitely a bill
which would establish a North Cascades national park and
enlarge the Glacier Peak Wilderness area. 4 "£ 5<i
The Northwest Mining Assn. said in a letter to th« subcommittee that it should then "undertake a review of the
entire policy of establishing national parks and recreational
areas . . . and define a program for the development of
recreational facilities in a manner which will keep the remaining mineral deposits available for mining."
The letter, signed by President Eskil Anderson of Spokane, also recommended that the wilderness act be modified to relax restrictions on mineral exploration within
wilderness areas.
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Skagit Valley Herald,

INDIANS SAY:

Mt. Vernon, Washington,

It you can't handle it,
give it back to us . . .
SEATTLE (AP) — If white men can't rrntnage the nation's
land, they might try giving the country back to its original
owners, a Senate Interior Committee was told Thursday.
Joe Louie of Everett, a member of the Nooksack Indian
Tribal Council, testified before the committee studying the
proposed North Cascades National Park:
"We gave this land to the white people and now you've got
all kinds of problems. If you can't handle it, you can give it
back to u s . "

Skagit Valley Herald,
Mt. Vernon, Washington, May 26,

1967

Evans Urges
Greater Area
For New Park
SEATTLE (AP) - Gov. Dan
Evans made a flying trip back
from a goodwill mission to
Southern California Thursday to
urge setting aside a greater
area of the North Cascades for
park, recreation and wilderness
purposes.
Evans was a witness at the
first of three Senate Interior
subcommittee hearings in the
state on an administration proposal for a 570,000-acre national
park, 500,000-acre Pasayten Wilderness Area and 100,000-acre
Ross Lake Recreation Area.
The governor criticized the
administration bill as "insufficient" and reiterated his support of recommendations of his
North Cascades Advisory Council.
The council recommended 1.8
million acres of the North Cascades to be used for park, recreation and wilderness concepts.
It suggested a park of about
320,000 acres.
Evans said the administration
plan should include the Eldorado Peaks as a wilderness area,
Mt. Baker as a multiple recreation area and the eastern part
of the North Cross State Highway.
On the controversial open-pit
mine proposed by the Kennecott
Copper Corp., in the Glacier
Peak Wilderness Area, Evans
said the secretary of agriculture

should have the same condemnation powers as the secretary
of interior. The Forest Service,
which manages the area, is
under the agriculture secretary.
The governor, who opposes
the mine, said "often preservation is a greater need than extracting strategic materials."
He said some system should be
set up to balance the competing
needs.
A representative of the Northwest Mining Association objected to removing the area for the
park from mineral exploration.
John Neff «fSpo|ane also said
there was a serious constitutional question of whether the federal government could condemn
and buy Kennecott Co.'s holdings. He estimated the company's holdings on Miner's Ridge
could be valued at $100 million.
"Whatever valuation might be
attached to this property, if it
were to be condemned and retained in the center of a wilderness area inaccessible to any
but the extremely hardy, it will
constitute the largest expenditure of public funds in history
for the maintenance of a view
of such a small piece of scenery
for the benefit of such a few."
Neff and a handful of other
witnesses were outnumbered by
opposition to the mine, however.

May 30,

1967

Jackson sees
Cascade park in
three to four years;
favors blocking
Kennecott

By STEPHEN PONDER
WENATCHEE, Wash. (AP)— The dean of the University of
A proposed North Cascades Na-Washington School of Forestry
lional Park, subject of contro- criticized the proposed park beversy at three Senate hearings cause it "doesn't seem to reflect
in the last five days, may be a opportunities to break new
reality in three or four years, ground" in recreational use of
Sen. Henry Jackson, D-Wash., public land,
said Monday.
Jackson is the chairman oi
the Senate Interior Committee, D e an James Bethel said it
a subcommittee of which heard should be recognized that huapproximately 200 witnesses tes m a n beings can destroy a fratify in Seattle, Mount Vernon gile forest environment just like
and Wenatchee.
overgrazing by cattle. He said
" I think we'll get a bill recreation would constitute the
through the Senate this year," most important use of (he North
Jackson said. "My guess is the Cascades.
House will probably not act on Dr. George Selke, a member
it at this session of Congress." of the five - man study team
" The senator said he would not which recommended a North
speculate on the exact size of Cascade National Park, spoke
the park and other provisions of against the park Monday,
the till after amendments. The He said the proposal "certainpark size plan was called too ly violates the traditional standsmall by conservationists and ards set for national parks."
too large by opponents.
Referring to suggested tramJackson also indicated he fa- «ays and other mechanical devors taking action to block Ken- ™=es, he said "these parks are
necott Copper Corp.'s proposed not playgrounds, and it was not
open'pit mine in the Glacier the intention that they should
Peak Wilderness Area. He pro- he.''
posed a cabinet secretary be Selke represented the Lower
given the power to "deter- Columbia Sportsmens Council
mine whether a given mining at the hearing and said State
operation would be fmcom- Game Department wildlife manpatible with a recreation area a P m e n ' w a s P a r a b l e to crea t l o n of a n e w
or wilderness."
national p a r t
"You ask yourself what kind a n s wAe r n a ' - n a l P 3 1 * l s , t h e
^
of a wilderness would you have
t , sCharles
GI fH e s s e y J r .
Nacl
sald
if open pit mining were to be J*
yl '
Preservaundertaken with all the mining ls os nu e< * at nn ed S^nl
scene is the
t h s ha
properties that are up there," lt
T
'
= always been
Jackson said.
, ™«> " ^ - t h e n there is no al.
ternative."
The senaor questioned a H e S s e y said he was representnumber of witnesses during the ing the North Cascades Conser
stopping mining in park areas. s e m t i o n g r o u p s u p p o r t J n g a
A majority of witnesses favored plan for a large national park.
stopping Kennecott.
Richard Junk, assistant manJackson said he asked the ager of the Washington Forest
Forest Service at an earlier Protective Association, opposed
hearing in Washington, D.C., to a "park without further economic
suggest a way out of the Ken- studies, saying, "We no longer
necott problem.
have forest lands in excess of
Opponents of the proposed our needs for jobs and recrea570,000 acre national park out- tion. Allocation of our diminishnumbered park supporters at ing forest land base to single
Wenatchee,
conservationists use without adequate studies
outnumbered park proponents will inevitably result in a shortat Seattle, and the Mount Ver- age of resources for our econnon hearing was even.
omy."
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Cascades Park Issue
Gets Thorough And
Noisy Working Over
BY ROBERT BROWNING
P-I Staff
MOUNT VERNON — The
proposed North Cascades
national park received another thorough — and sometimes noisy — working over
Saturday, at this virtual
gateway to the probable future park.
Sen. Henry M. Jackson's
Senate Interior Committee
heard testimony, much of it
hostile to the park, from
more than 60 witnesses, a
majority of them residents
of Skagit and W h a t c o m
Counties.
These counties are the
two Western Washington
counties most directly affected by the projected 570,000-acre park and its related
wilderness and recreation
areas.

Several witnesses, among
them Sedro Woolley's Mayor William 0. Pearson,
found themselves trapped in
the critical distinction between national park restrictions and "wilderness area"
restrictions.
Pearson, who spoke bitterly against t h e park,
pleading instead for a wilderness designation, pointedly was informed by Jackson that most of the area
under discussion has been a
wilderness area since 1931
and as such cannot be used
for any exploitation of natural resources.

SATURDAY'S HEARING,
the second of three being
held in Washington, was in
marked contrast to Thursday's hearing in Seattle.
T h a t hearing produced
about a 3 to 2 edge in witnesses favorable to the park.
But testimony in Mt. Vernon ran about the same ratio against the park.
Witnesses hostile to the
park repeatedly w e r e
cheered as they underlined
their opposition.
Nevada's Sen. Alan Bible,
chairman pro tem, who was
trying hard to run a taut
ship, was forced time and
time again to gavel for silence as applause exploded
in the crowded Mount Vernon Moose Temple.

TESTIMONY
Saturday
was much the same as it
was in last month's two-day
hearing in Washington, D.C.,
and as it was in Seattle
Thursday — conservationists want a bigger park than
that specified by the park
legislation while its opponents want no park whatsoever or, as a last resort, the
320,000 - acre park proposed
by Gov. Dan Evans.
That there will be a park
of some size seems implicit.
Senator Bible remarked at
the opening of the hearing
Saturday that the "only apparent problem is the size
of the park." He asked:
"Where do you draw, the
boundaries?"
The Kennicott copper
mine proposed for Miner's
Ridge in the Glacier Peak
Wilderness Area repeatedly
bobbed up like a dirty joke
Saturday as even some park
opponents went along with
the general conservationist
demand that the mine never
be allowed to operate.

SENATOR Jackson, however, riding shotgun for Bible and the third committee member, Sen. Frank
Moss of Utah, took over the
microphone repeatedly to
counter ill-informed or personality-motivated criticism
of the park and its proponents.

SENATOR Jackson, remarking that the park question has been alive for 62
years and needs a solution,
went out of his way to allay
fears of school and county
officials that their monies
from Forest Service timber
sales would be lost to them.
The senator pointed out a

section of Senate BUI 13Z1,
the proposed park legislation, that specifically pro-vides that compensating
funds will go to their usual
recipients, i
Edwin E. Crafts, director
of the Bureau of Outdoor
Recreation, told the committee that the timber po-

SEN. ALAN BIBLE
Gaveled lor silence

tential of the park and wilderness area is minimal and
that its loss will not seriously affect any business in operation today. Crafts estimated that there are about
400 million board feet of
commercial timber involved.
CRAFTS assertion was
disputed by William J. Moshofsky, of Georgia - Pacific Corp., who said that he
believes that there are more
than 5 billion board feet of
timber in the area. Moshofsky qualified this however
by adding that not all of
this timber presently is "operable."
Senator Jackson, B i b l e
and Moss agreed to write
into the park legislation a
firm directive that the North

Cross State Highway now
being constructed across the
Cascades south of the Skagit River will always remain
under the jurisdiction of the
state of Washington.
This directive was brought
out by the Bellingham
Chamber of Commerce presentation to the committee
whose spokesman, J a c k
Mayne, did not specifically
oppose the park but asked
that the highway be preserved for the state.
GENERAL opposition to
the park has been continuingly expressed by sportsmen's groups, such as the
Washington State S p o r t s men's Council; the Washington Cattlemen's Association; lumber and mining interests; most chambers of
commerce in Northwest
Washington, as well as
many individuals who would
find their incomes affected
in one way or another by
the park. But strong support
for the park has been
voiced by a large segment
of the public, embracing
such conservationist groups
as the Izaak W a l t o n
League, the Sierra Club, the
Mountaineers, the A1 p i n e
Clubs and most heartily by
the North Cascades Conservation Council.
The Council's spokesman,
Dr. Patrick D. Goldsworthy
of Seattle, lauded the general concept of Senate Bill
1321, calling it "an excellent first step." He told the
committee that his g r o u p
wants to see 780,000 acres
added to the proposed park
to keep the land and its timber away from loggers.
THE JACKSON Committee will conclude its hearings in the state with an allday session Monday at the
Cascadian Hotel in Wenatchee. There, it is expected that most of the witnesses will be against the park
and most definitely against
the projected 500,000 - acre
Pasayten Wilderness Area
which would embrace much
of the upper Okanogan country.
Also at issue is the 100,000 - acre Ross Lake National Recreation Area w h i c h
would occupy the S k a g i t
River valley upstream from
Seattle City Light's R o s s
Dam and Ross Lake.

The Wild Cascades
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Skagit Valley Herald, Mt. Vernon,
OU WitneSSeS

W a s h i n g t o n,

Seattle Times, May 25, 1967
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Hearings on Jackson Urges Ski
Tows in National
park open Parks
in Seattle

By LYLE BURT
SEATTLE (API— The first of tion area and a 500,000-acrePathree Senate hearings on a pro- sayten wilderness area. Splitposed 570,000-aere national park ting the' park into northern and Senator Henry M. Jackson
in the North Cascades opened southern sections would be a today strongly advocated inThursday with 80 witnesses, in- north cross - state highway, stallation of permanent skicluding Gov. Dan Evans, sched- which would be mostly out of tow facilities in the proposed
uled to testify.
the park.
North Cascades and other
Supporters of a national park More than 200 persons testiled off the one-day Seattle hear- fied at Seattle hearings in Feb- suitable national parks.
ing before a subcommittee of ruary, 1966, on a North Cas- Jackson's statement came
the Senate Interior Committee, cades study team report. The in the morning session of a
headed by Sen. Henry Jackson, iederal report recommended a daylong hearing here by the
D-Wash.
698,000-acre national park in the Senate Interior Committee,
Edward Bauch, conservation area.
which Jackson heads, on the
chairman for the Washington Dr. Edward Crafts, director proposed N o r t h Cascades
Alpine Club, was the first wit- ol the Federal Bureau of Out. park and the reservation of
ness. He has supported a park door Recreation and author oi adjoining wilderness and recin the past.
the study team report, has in reation areas.
Opposing a national park and dicated the legislation being dispreferring multiple - use forest cussed might pass congress this In reply to William N.
service management was Mar- year if there is enough support. Parke, executive secretary
ion W. Newkirk of the Washing- The North Cascades park con- of the Pacific Northwest Ski
ton State Grange.
troversy has become a battle of
Harold Pebbles, member of national interest. Prompting Areas Association, Jackson
the State Game Commission, part of the uproar is Kennecott said:
testified in the first group of Copper Co.'s proposal to dig an "I never have been able
witnesses and repeated the com- open-pit copper mine near the to understand why we can't
mission's opposition to a nation i proposed national park border, have permanent ski-tow faal park in the North Cascades. in the Glacier Peak Wilderness cilities in national parks as
The commission has objected Area.
in national forests.
because hunting is not allowed The proposed mine drew pro- "If the National Park
in national parks.
tests at the Washington, D. C., Service permits the building
Evans, who had no prepared hearing.
of roads, which means the
statement, was expected to sup- The bill proposing the North gouging out of mountains,
port his recommendation for a Cascades national park was re- and prohibits ski tows, which
1.8 million acre national recrea- quested by President Johnson could be removed if necestion area with various segments and
has the support of both the sary, it doesn't make sense.
of wilderness, multiple-use land National
Park Service and *te
PARKE, of Corvallis, Ore.,
and a possible national park. Forest Service
opposed establishment of the
Brock Evans, Seattle attorney
representing the Sierra Club,
said a national park is needed
because the U. S. Forest Service, which controls the area
now, has allowed too much logging and mining.
After the Thursday hearing,
Sen. Jackson and other senators
are to tour the North Cascades,
returning from the .mountains to
Mount Vernon far" a hearing
there Saturday and then move
on for a hearing in Wenatchee,
Monday.
Jackson and the state's other
Democratic senator, Warren
Magnuson, co - sponsored the
legislation. The Interior Committee held a two-day hearing
last month in Washington, D.C.,
where conservation groups supported the park concept, and
lumber interests, hunters, skiers and some civic leaders opposed it.
The proposed legislation,
SB132', also would set up a
100,000-acre Ross Lake recrea-

North Cascades park on tne
ground it would deprive residents of this and other areas
of desirable skiing opportunities.
Parke said the Park Service has a "poor record in the
development and management of ski areas within the
national-park system."
Seven witnesses w e r e
heard in the opening session
of the committee hearing,
five in support of the national-park concept for development of the North Cascades area.

THREE
WITNESSES
urgedtiwf the proposed 570,T
000-acre park be enlarged,
and all proponents opposed
mining in the area.
Witnesses supporting t h e
national-park proposal were
State Representatives Jonathan Whetzel, Republican,
and David Sprague, Democrat; Mrs. Neil Haig, representing the Pacific Northwest Chapter of the Sierra
Club and the Audubon Society; Brock Evans, Sierra
Club, and James Mason of
the Washington Alpine Chit
of Seattle.
The only other opponent,
in addition to Parke, was
Sam Binnian, Seattle Chamber of Commerce spokesman, who advocated the establishment of a recreation
area rather than a national
park. •
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The Nation Is Watching-Miner's Ridge 1967
One theory going around is that Kennecott
Copper Corporation has been captured by a
cabal of wealthy birdwatchers, and the announced plan to dig an open pit within the Glacier Peak Wilderness Area is really aimed at
(1) hastening creation of a North Cascades
National Park; (2) stimulating a movement to
strengthen the Aspinall-gutted Wilderness Act;
and (3) forcing major revision of the 1872
Mining Act.
Is Kennecott our clever friend or troglodytic
enemy? The latter, we trust. But as the
sample editorials in this issue prove, the
company has given millions of dollars worth
of free publicity to the North Cascades, and
wilderness, and the dangers implicit in the
antiquated mining law. With enemies like this,
who needs friends ?
Another theory seriously entertained by
some is that Kennecott has decided to cash in
on the widespread interest we have generated
in the North Cascades by blackmailing the
government into buying its holdings at a price
that will cover exploration costs plus a nice
profit. (If it works here, a whole new field of
piracy in the public domain opens up for pseudominers. )
The most probable theory, perhaps, is that
Kennecott is determined to meet the 20th century head-on and lick it. If the company can
open-pit Miner's Ridge, any outrage is possible and the Wilderness Act is a fraud. Despite the best efforts of Wayne Aspinall, the
distinguished 72-year-old Congressman from
19th-century Colorado, the Wilderness Act is
a bother to miners. How much of a bother?
According to the theory, that's what Kennecott
intends to find out.
Other evidence confirms that Kennecott may
be deliberately taking a hard-head role, unlike
some other major mining firms which are
playing it cool. Examining the records of
hearings now being held around the nation on
areas proposed for inclusion in the National
Wilderness Preservation System, one finds a
pattern. The U. S. Geological Survey has been
assigned the job of assessing mineral potential
in each of the a r e a s . Time after time one reads
of Kennecott spokesmen appearing at these

hearings — even for areas where the firm has
no holdings and no explorations underway —
and giving the Survey a rough ride. The Survey's assessments, conducted on short notice
with limited manpower, are subject to question. But why is it always Kennecott?
We have to assume that Kennecott doesn't
give a fig for public opinion; that it is out to
bust the opposition and reaffirm its 19th-century rights, and that Miner's Ridge is the
chosen site for the shoot-out.
What's Kennecott Doing?
Presumably Kennecott slavies a r e , at this
moment, crawling all over Plummer Mountain,
Miner's Ridge, and Miner's Creek, performing
assessment work on the several thousands of
acres of claims staked last summer, conducting studies of the ore body, engineering a
road and concentrator and dam and town and
so forth. Note to readers: please report in
detail to Wild Cascades the activity you see
there this summer.) Speaking out of one side
of its mouth, the company says current studies
will determine economic feasibility of the mine.
(Speaking out of the other side, the company
said way last fall it definitely will go ahead.)
What Kennecott has not done (as of this
writing) is apply to the Forest Service for the
special-use permit that will be required before
any development work can commence.
Nor had Kennecott received the zoning variation needed from Snohomish County before it
can proceed. Nor has it begun action (so far
as we know) to overcome another legal obstacle
or two or three we have in mind.
Tempted to relax? Kennecott isn't going to
be building road this summer, or probably
next. Remember this: 1984 is 17 long years
away; if Kennecott is set on a showdown, several years are a small matter, leaving plenty
of Aspinall-provided leeway, and well worth
the investment, if victory leads to complete
freedom to exploit portions of the National
Wilderness Preservation System under Forest
Service jurisdiction.
At its May 2, 1967 annual meeting, Kenne-
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cott heard three of its stockholders (Fred Darvill, Abigail Avery, and George Marshall)
denounce the mine. But President Milliken
summed up by reiterating that Congress "in
its own wisdom decided that national needs
were best served by permitting mining in Wilderness A r e a s . "
Kennecott will dig it if it can. As soon as
it can. Why? Because it is there.
What Are We Doing ?
Under the sponsorship of the ad hoc Statewide Committee to Stop Kennecott, on August
5 a Camp-In, Hike-In was held in the SuiattleImage Lake - Plummer area — the next Wild
Cascades will tell the story.
Lloyd Meeds, Congressman from the Second
District of Washington, is preparing a bill
that will, if passed by Congress (if first allowed out of committee by Wayne Aspinall),
authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to condemn property now owned by mining companies
in the Glacier Peak Wilderness, to withdraw
unpatented mining claims, to forbid further
prospecting, and to provide just compensation
to the owners affected.
Daniel J. Evans, Governor of Washington,
has declared the state administration opposed
to mining in the Glacier Peak Wilderness.
Orville Freeman, Secretary of Agriculture,
has asked Kennecott to be noble for once and
cancel its plans for Miner's Ridge, and officials of the Forest Service, from Forest Supervisor to Regional Forester to Chief Forester,
have publicly said the mine is inappropriate to
wilderness. (The Forest Service knows that
if it proves unable to protect the Glacier Peak
Wilderness, it has no long-range future in
wilderness management.)
Federal officials have gone on record (see
letters in this issue) that the Miner's Ridge
pit is in no way essential to national welfare.
If there is an important conservation group
or a major newspaper with a national viewpoint that hasn't spoken out against the mine,
we haven't heard of it. Some evidence of the
nationwide concern is shown elsewhere in these
pages.
What's Next?
Inclusion of the Glacier Peak Wilderness in
a North Cascades National Park could stop the
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mine, if the legislation were properly drawn,
and that is one prong of the conservationist
attack.
A second is the Meeds Bill to ban mining
from the entire Glacier Peak Wilderness Area;
when this measure is introduced into Congress,
another round of letters to Congressmen and
Senators will be called for. (And when Lloyd
Meeds stands for re-election in 1968, conservationists in the Second District of Washington
State will want to remember.
When Kennecott seeks a zoning variance to
permit a pit, residents of Snohomish County
should be prepared to communicate their opinions to officials of that county.
When Kennecott applies to the Forest Service for a special-use permit, that's when the
fun begins.
At that moment, then, we are both attacking
with legislation in the Congress, and preparing
defenses against expected Kennecott actions.
Beyond that, we must continue to mobilize
public opinion as we have in the past year.
Kennecott may not care about public opinion,
but Congressmen, Senators, and other elected
officials do.
For historical perspective, Kennecott —
now so determined to dig into Miner's Ridge
— completely abandoned its Cascades explorations in 1965, allowing claims to lapse and
only retaining a few patented properties. In
1962, on the basis of the very extensive explorations to that date, it decided not to exploit
the Miner's Ridge ore body as being too small,
too low-grade, too complicated. Why was it,
on the basis of the same data, Kennecott r e turned in 1966, re-staking the lapsed claims?
There's the puzzle.
Going back farther, in 1943 another firm
was all set to build a road up the Suiattle and
commence a mine, relying on drilling data
gathered in the late 1930s. At the last minute,
with the bulldozers ready to roll, the War
Production Board withdrew support, deciding
that even in the midst of the metal shortage of
our biggest war, this little dab of copper wasn't
worth the trouble.
We're lucky Miner's Ridge was spared 24
years ago, when conservationists weren't
looking. Now the great wide nation has its eye
on those forests and meadows.
H.M.
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"In the new conservation of this century, our concern is with the total relation
between man and the world around him. Its object is not only man's material
welfare but the dignity of man himself. " —Presidential message transmitting the
National Wilderness Preservation System, February 8, 1966.
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Less than 1 % of the people
will ever use
fhe North Cascades
National Park
But if you're p a r t of the other 9 9 % of us w h o a r e n ' t e x perienced mountaineers, this is w h a t the proposed halfmillion-acre park will m e a n to you:

NO DRIVING There will be no roads constructed in the high country. The only way
you'll be able to see it will be on foot.

NO HIGH COUNTRY RESORTS Aunt Emma from Boston won't be able to spend
the night in this beautiful area.

NO SKIING Without roads, there'll be no
way to develop much-needed ski areas
in this deep snow country.

NO WEEKEND TRAILERS OR CAMPERS
No roads will be built into the high country.

NO HUNTING Hunting
National Parks.

is

prohibited in

Of course, the park w o n ' t lock out ALL t h e people. Climbers t i r e d of Everest or the M a t t e r h o r n will find t h e a r e a a
challenge.
If you think the North Cascades should b e k e p t open to all
the people under the efficient m a n a g e m e n t of the U.S.
Forest Service, m a k e your views k n o w n . W r i t e or w i r e
your U.S. Representative or Senator. Or, better y e t , a t
tend Senator Jackson's h e a r i n g , M o n d a y , M a y 2 9 t h , a t
9 : 0 0 A . M . in the main ballroom of t h e Cascadian Hotel in
Wenatchee.

1 . According to a 1 9 6 2 study a i over 6 W m i l lion rocroationlsts in t h o N o r t h Cascado roglon,
o n l y 1 3 , 0 0 0 usod tho wlldornoss uroas.
2 . Sonatorsi W o r r o n G. M o g n u s o n , H o n r y M .
Jackson, Sonata Office Building, W a s h i n g t o n ,
D.C.; U.S. Roprosontatlvos: 1 st District Thomas M .
Polly, 2 n d District Lloyd M o o d s , 3 r d District Julia
Butlor Hanson, 4 t h District Cathorino M a y , 3 t h
District Thomas 3. Foloy, 6 t h District Floyd V .
Hicks, 7 t h District Brock A d a m s .

OUTDOORS UNLIMITED, I N C
R. Riloy Johnson, Prosidont
4 1 0 Larson Building
Y a k i m a , Washington
1 1 1 4 N o r t o n Building
Soatrlo, Washington

O u t d o o r s Unlimited i t an .organization of o v o r 2 0 , 0 0 0 W a s h i n g ton Stoto citizens—indivfluals a n d r o p r o t a n t a t i v o s of tportsm a n ' t c l u b t , skiors' groups, chambers of c o m m e r c e , recreation
groups a n d t h o g r a n g e — I n t e r e s t e d In w o r k i n g t o d a y t a conserve
tomorrow's
recreation.
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"An Open Pit,
Big Enough
To Be Seen
From The Moon"
(One possibility, favored by Kennecott Copper Company, for an area of
mountains, glaciers, meadows, and forests near here that could otherwise
become part of America's greatest national park. Other spectacular local
regions are similarly threatened. Only the park can safeguard them.)
A F T E R TEN YEARS" preparation,
/ " ^ C o n g r e s s i o n a l hearings have
begun on an Administration bill
that would create a North Cascades
National Park here in Washington's
"wilderness alps."
As is always the case when Congress
prepares to set aside an area of such
immense beauty for the benefit of all
Mankind, there is opposition from commercial interests. To them, a tree is
there to be cut, and a great mountain
has "value" only for what's inside.

when the Wilderness Act was first
passed by Congress, commercial interests, horrified at the prospect of "losing" all that land that could have been
used for digging or damming, managed
to have a clause inserted which allowed
them in. under certain circumstances.
(Kennecott's excuse in this case is
that the national need for copper is
critical. In fact, this mine would produce less than a half of one percent of
our annual copper consumption, and
not for any present or anticipated need,
but rather to add to stockpiles. Furthermore Kennecott could easily mine elsewhere—it has many other unused mine
properties.)

PROFITEERS
Such is the case even here as the day
This is an "open pit mine" at Bingham. Utah, the largest in the world. The one
for the creation of this park draws
Kennecott plans for the lovely meadows on Glacier Peak is of the same type- and
while not as large as the Bingham hole, would leave a horrid scar which would take
nearer.
more than a thousand years to repair.
"SECONDARY USE"
A few weeks ago, for example, an
ad appeared on these pages (doubtless
As for other equally spectacular
backed by commercial interests) which claimed
areas nearby; whatever the lumber, mining and
Mr. C. D. Michaelson, a Vice-President of
a park would "lock out" the people, and would
Kennecott, has said there will "hopefully be
utility companies want to use, they use. Vacabe for "mountaineers" only. It is the same sort
thirty years of blasting." As for fixing it up again,
tioners, then, get what is left; i.e., "secondary
of claim the profiteers make about Grand Canhe says, "Time will take care of that."
use." They can still boat on the dammed stream,
yon. Yellowstone, Yosemite and every other
or see the view over stumpland, or hike around
By "time," he means 1,500 to 2,000 years.
place where controls against needless destruction
the hole where the meadow was.
But in the meantime? A hole, two thousand
are enforced.
feet across and five hundred feet deep, will be
Only National Parks are completely free of
gouged out of Glacier Peak Wilderness and 85 %
industrial pressures.
The people who will be "locked out" are comof
the
diggings
(the
"waste"
portion)
will
be
pany people who see trees only as board-feet.
CONGRESS CAN ACT
dumped over two hundred acres of terrain.
rivers as power sources, and the natural landCongress, in acting on the Cascades bill (which
scape as "wasted" if there's no money to be made
That is: thirteen thousand two hundred tons
presently does not include this Kennecott area)
from it.
of waste, sprinkled over the landscape, every day
could stop the destruction by including this wilfor thirty years.
Not the only such company is Kennecott Copderness within a National Park, together with
per, but its case is typical:
(Kennecott says these "tailings" will be kept
other nearby regions for which other companies
behind bulkheads so as not to pollute local
THIRTY YEARS OF BLASTING
have their plans. (Granite Creek, the Cascade
streams. Where that was done before, waste
River and Mt. Baker.)
Within an area officially designated as
polluted a lake ten miles away.)
The choices seem clear enough. Is there a great
national Wilderness, and which should be part of
But is this not in a National Forest Wilderness?
national need for a company's increased profits?
the pafk, Kennecott Copper Company is proceedDIGGING AND DAMMING
Or is there greater national need to protect the few
ing with plans for an open-pit mine bigger than
places where a Man can still seethe natural world?
many of the craters you can see on the Moon.
What is not well known to the public is that
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GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
Washington, D. C. 20405

Honorable Paul R. Ignatius
Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Installations and Logistics)
Department of Defense
Washington, D. C. 20301
Dear Mr. Ignatius:
Per our telephone conversation of March 28, on the Copper Production Expansion Program, I
am enclosing copies of the initial General Services Administration News Release of May 9, 1966
and subsequent release of August 2, 1966.
You will note that the May 9 release made it clear that we were interested in projects which
would begin early mining and production of copper. Our August 2 release was intended to cut
off applications for the program, except for those firms which met certain criteria among which
was a requirement that the applicant must demonstrate that the additional copper production
could begin within 18 months.
The background of the Kennecott case is as follows:
On May 31, in response to our May 9 press release they wrote us a letter in which they
outlined 3 long-term projects. Among them was their Glacier Peak property near Darrington, Washington, in the Mt. Baker National Forest, which could be brought into p r o duction in about 3-1/2 years. Their letter pointed out that although operating costs at
this property would be relatively high, they could proceed without Government subsidy.
They pointed out that the preproduction period could be shortened if assistance from the
Forest Service and Department of the Interior could be obtained to expedite the acquisition of adjacent land. This land is in a designated wilderness area, and is required for
mine waste and mill tailings disposal, access roads, and power line rights-of-way.
Further, they suggested that they must be assured that the conditions and regulations
imposed upon them by the Forest Service and Department of Interior while operating in
a wilderness area would not be prohibitive to the economic mining of the ore body.
Their letter was furnished to the Department of the Interior without comment from us
other than the best interest of the copper program could be served by referring this
case to the Department of the Interior. We so advised Kennecott.
Although they described the wilderness project to us in their initial letter, Kennecott did not
apply for assistance under the Copper Expansion Program. For this reason we did not make a
detailed study of the project. However, based on the information we do have, it is highly unlikely that the project would meet the Expansion Program criteria.
The objective of the Expansion Program was to encourage maximum increased production in the
shortest time possible. This project could not contribute sufficiently to qualify for assistance
because of the length of time necessary to bring the mine into production and the relatively
small amount of additional copper which would result therefrom. It should also be pointed out
that even if the project had otherwise qualified for Federal assistance, it is doubtful that the
contribution it would make to the critical copper supply situation would have been sufficient to
outweigh other important considerations, such as the inevitable damage to the natural beauty of
the wilderness area.
Sincerely yours,
John G. Harlan, J r .
Commissioner

June-July, 1967
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Washington, D. C. 20301
Honorable Henry M. Jackson
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510
Dear Senator Jackson:
I am writing in reply to your letter of March 10 to Alain Enthoven which enclosed a
letter to you from Mr. Patrick Goldsworthy, dated February 24. The letters deal with a question concerning copper mining by the Kennecott Copper Corporation in the State of Washington.
Upon receipt of the inquiry, I got in touch with Mr. John G. Harlan, J r . , Commissioner
of the General Services Administration, the agency responsible for management of the national
stockpile and for the program to expand domestic copper production. I am enclosing a copy of
a letter to me from Mr. Harlan dated March 31, along with copies of the enclosures furnished
by Mr. Harlan. I believe the information provided by Mr. Harlan will be of interest to you and
responsive to your request.
Mr. Harlan states in his letter that Kennecott described the wilderness project in their
initial letter but did not apply for assistance under the Copper Expansion Program. The concluding paragraph of his letter is of particular interest and is quoted below:
"The objective of the Expansion Program was to encourage maximum increased production in
the shortest time possible. This project could not contribute sufficiently to qualify for a s s i s tance because of the length of time necessary to bring the mine into production and the relatively
small amount of additional copper which would result therefrom. It should also be pointed out
that even if the project had otherwise qualified for Federal assistance, it is doubtful that the
contribution it would make to the critical copper supply situation would have been sufficient to
outweigh other important considerations, such as the inevitable damage to the natural beauty of
the wilderness a r e a . "
I am in agreement with the point of view expressed by Mr. Harlan in the paragraph
quoted above.
If you have any further questions in respect to this matter, please let me know.
Sincerely,
Paul R. Ignatius
Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Installations and Logistics)
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Leader Criticizes
Mine-Plan Protest
The
mining industry is
alarmed over the widely publicized protests of some Washington state officials, federal
agencies and wildlife groups
against development of Kennecott's coppper - molybdenum
property in the Glacier Peak
Wilderness Area of the Cascades,

SUIATTLE RIVER VALLEY—Low fog lies In the Suiattle River Valley, one of the areas
through which Supreme Court Justice William O, Douglas and his party hiked on a trek
in the North. Cascades protesting Kennecott Copper Co.'s tentative plans for an open-pit
copper mine north of Glacier Peak.

So said L. J. Randall, Wallace, chairman of the board of
Hecla Mining Co., in letters to
Idaho's senators and representatives in Washington, DC,
. "Much of the publicity and attention given to this apparent
conflict between industry and
the public is so slanted and distorted that a realistic appraisal
of the conflict is practically inv
possible," Randall wrote.
As an example, he cited a
recent newspaper advertisement
sponsored by the North Cascades Conservation Council. A
picture of the open-pit copper
mine at Bingham. Utah, implied
that such a pit at Glacier Peak
would be the dominant feature
of the several hundred square
miles of wilderness area, he
said, despite the fact the area
involved would be relatively
quite insignificant.
Randall quoted Dr. Walter R
Hibbard, director of the Bureau
of Mines, as stating recently
that there must be a vital awakening to the importance of this
nation's mineral resources and
that all departments of the government must encourage in every way possible the search for
new domestic reserves of metal.
Plans Seen Harmful
"The large-scale withdrawals
such as proposed in the Cascades bill (S.1321) and other
wilderness-type restrictions to
mineral exploration will severe-;
ly restrict much-needed efforts
to find the mineral deposits
needed for the future," Randall
concluded..
"Surely there must be some
reasonable balance which will
allow the normal development
and exploitation of our country's
mineral resources and still provide adequate areas for those
who wish to enjoy the scenic
and recreational areas of the
country."
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Say County Commissioners . . .
Y a k i m a Morning H e r a l d , May 26, 1967

Cascade Park's Effect
On Timber: 'Negligible'
MOUNT VERNON, Wash. (AP) - The director
of the federal Bureau of Outdoor Recreation told a
Senate subcommittee Saturday a proposed national
park in Washington's North Cascades would have a
"very negligible" effect on- timber industries.
Edward C. Crafts, who wrote the North Cascades
Study Team report and cast the deciding vote in
the study for a national park, said that was the conclusion of the five-man team.
The first hearing was in Seattle Thursday. The
third will be in Wenatchee Monday. Sen. Henry
M. Jackson, D-Wash., chairman of the Senate Interior Committee, is presiding most of the time.
Milo Moore, former state fisheries director and
now an owner of mining claims in the North Cascades, told the subcommittee he hopes the proposed federal legislation "gets lost in committee."

E v e r e t t H e r a l d , June 2, 1967

Don't Lock Up Nortb
Cascades; Open Up And
Enjoy And Conserve

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ,o?f e h , v e r c v l ewed Senate Bill
SKAGIT COUNTY
1321 and find that provisions
STATE OF WASHINGTON
and}- designations included hereMOUNT VERNON
in will fragment the North CasMay 26, 1967
cades and in addition will grossTestimony presented by Skagit ly limit and certainly delay the
County Board of Commissioners development, utilization, and ento be entered in the record oft joyment of the vast recreation
Public Hearings of Senate Com- and scenic potential of this remittee of U.S. Department of gion.
Interior a t Mount Vernon, Wash- We have reviewed the Report
ington, May 27, 1967 on Senate and Recommendations of WashBill 1321, North Cascade Nation- ington Governor Daniel J. Eval Park—Ross Lake National ans
and have concluded that we
Recreation Area.
will support this proposal withOn two occasions, the Skagit out reservation. Our judgment
County Board of Commissioners is that provisions, designations,
has presented testimony at hear- and department jurisdiction in
ings on this subject, favoring a this proposal offers a realistic
designation of National Recrea- ( approach to the timely total detion Area and Wilderness under 'velopment and enjoyment of the
the jurisdiction of U. S. Forest ,area by the greatest number of
Service.
people of our United States.
Our opinion in a capsule: We
do not want the North Cascades
locked up and preserved, instead
we want them opened up, devel>pedV enjoyed and conserved.
We respectfully urge your
grams that will not harm the land
lommittee to give serious conuderation to informed opinions
or its pristine beauty.
md recommendations shared by
Too often Park personnel give
i majority of Washington state
the impression that their primary
-esldents.
purpose is to discourage people from
Jack Wylie, Chairman
using the recreational land entrusted
Board of Commissioners

North Cascades
The Senate Interior Committee
apparently received some surprises
during its whirlwind hearings the
past week. The hearings were on
the bill which would remove approximately half a million acres of the
North Cascades from Forest Service
administration and place them under
the National Park-Service.
The senators reasonably expected opposition to the plan from commercial interests; indeed, one of
the reasons for holding hearings in
the state may have been to make
the point that government figures
indicate there will be almost no
change in the amount of timber
available for the state's lumber industry.
But the senators apparently were
not aware that much opposition to
the proposed park would come from
people who want to use the land
only for recreational purposes. These
were hunters, fishermen,, skiers,
trail bike riders and others who said
the Park Service policies would
"lock them out" of the land to be
designated for a park.
They complained that the National Park Service's restrictions
would limit the use of National
Parks to "hiking and sightseeing."
Some recreationist complaints
were exaggerated and based on unfounded fear. But many were valid
pleas that the land in question be
kept open for all recreation pro-

to the Park service. Too often they
seem more concerned with arbitrary
rules than with helping people enjoy
the land set aside for enjoyment.
If, as Park proponents say, the
current bill would have little ad-'
verse effect on the state's economy
there is meager profit in fighting
establishment of a National Park
that seems inevitable anyway. But
if we are going to have a National
Park, Congress should see to it that
the Park remains open for the enjoyment of a maximum number, of
people with a minimum number
of restrictions on that enjoyment. .
Counting heads for and against
at committee hearings obviously)
should not be the basis for Congres-.,
sional decisions. But if it is fact
that a large majority of the wit-{
nesses at the three days of hearings ,
on the Park bill were opposed to it,
that should be a strong indication
that the Park Department has a bad
image among a large number of
Washington State residents. One
way to improve that image might
be to make the Park Service recreation policies more like those of
the Forest Service which will be
replaced if the bill becomes law.

Skagit. Count,, Waolunu-tnn

Sritllefern
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Listened To
News pros who attended all three of the U.S. Senate
hearings on t h e North Cascades national park plan — in
Seattle, Mount Vernon and Wenatchee — gained the impression that such a park is certain to come. They also
concluded from comments the touring senators voiced t h a t
boundaries of the park are subject to further change and
more study will be given the conflicting claims a s to effects of the proposal on timber and mining interests.
Thh ewspaper has been inclined to favor Gov. Evans'
special committee proposal, for a park centered in the Picket range north of the Skagit river and east of Mount Baker, with the remainder of the Cascades divided into national recreational and wildnerness areas.
A point of interest as to t h e Evans plan was brought
•out a t the Mount Vernon hearing by Sen. Jackson: That
under the governor's plan the Upper Skagit-Ross Lake
recreational area would be closed to logging, whereas under the senate bill it would not.
The feeling gleaned from the committee's sitting in
Mount Vernon was that the senators on Jackson's committee were sincerely seeking information by which to
guide them in adjusting their park bill to final form. They
were the butt, it seemed to this newspaper, of uncalled for
cat-calling and booing. This is nothing new in American
politics, but it contributes nothing to solution of problems
or resolution of conflicting interests and opinions on public matters.

30A/ANZ/O PEAK-

WASHINGTON

No Reason to Delay
Cascades Park
T H E hearings presided over by Senator
• Henry M. Jackson on the proposed
North Cascades national park provide
ample opportunity for interested parties
in the state to register their views.
The preponderance of the testimony
so far has favored establishing such a
park, although there are differences of
opinion among proponents as to What
size the park should be and what use restrictions should be imposed. Gov. Dan
Evans, for example, argued for a park
smaller than that envisaged in the Jacxson-Magnuson bill, and that the use concept for the over-all area be somewhat
different.
Other witnesses contended that timber and mineral resources within the
national park's boundaries should not be
"locked up" because their utilization
surely will become essential to national
requirements. This may be entirely
true in the long-range outlook.
However, there is another side to
that coin. There is no over-riding requirement for the utilization of these
particular resources now or in the foreseeable future. One should harbor no
doubt that if there should come a compelling requirement for their utilization
for the nation's well-being, the "lock"
would be stricken in short order.
The Times hopes that Jackson's senatorial colleagues in the hearings will
share his conviction that a park of the
size called for in the Jackson-Magnuson
bill, which is supported by the national
administration, should be e n a c t e d
promptly. We have favored creation of
the park and learned of nothing from
the hearings to change our position.
Seattle T i m e s , May 2 5 , 1967
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Kennecott Open-Pit Mine
In Cascades Brings Protests
The firm, through its subsidiary, Bear Creek Mining Co.,
owns 350 acres in the area and V a n c o u v e r , W a s h i n g t o n C o l u m b i a n , M a y 2 3 , 1967
OLYMPIA, Wash. (AP)—Far holds unpatented claims on an
np a winding river valley in the additional 2,650 acres. The proCascade Mountain high country, posed mine would require a 15mile access road from the bouna team of geologists is studying dary of the wilderness area.
the feasibility of cutting an open- Almost unanimous opposition
pit copper mine.
to the mine was voiced at hearThe project has touched off ings this spring on a proposed
WKNATCHE*;, Wash. ( A P I - products plant at Bellingham.
heated debate about the nation's national park in the area.
Timber interests and support- said the firm was looking to the
1964 Wilderness Act, designed to
MINE OPPOSED
ers of a Nqrth_fJa^cadejiational North Cascades for more timber
preserve as untouched wilder- Republican Gov. Dan Evans
park appeared heading for a to keep up with market deness a number of areas across and some members of the
showdown today at a final Sen- mands.
the country.
state's congressional delegation
ate subcommittee hearing on
Moshofsky said the disagree^Kennecott Copper Co. Inc. L is have opposed the mine.
proposed legislation to create a ment indicated a thorough econEvans
suggested
the
firm's
570,000-acre park.
omic study of the park impact
considering an open-pit mine in
be condemned and purthe Glacier Peak Wilderness holdings
Kennecott Copper Co.'s pro- is needed before the action
chased, as private holdings may
Area, a rugged 458,500-acre area be in national parks, but a
posed open-pit mine near Gla- is taken on pending legislation.
included in the 1964 law.
cier Peak dominated a hearing
Crafts said a bill before Conspokesman for the industryin Seattle and the early part of gress, which would include creState and national conserva- sponsored Northwest Mining Asa second hearing in Mount Ver- ation of a 100,000-acre national
tion groups have vehemently sociation put a $100 million price
non last week. Late in the recreation area around Ross
protested the plan and question tag on such a move.
Mount Vernon hearing Saturday Lake that would be open to
whether a clause permitting Jackson suggested the secrehowever,
a lumber company ex- some logging, would not take a
mining in wilderness areas is tary of the interior be empowecutive and a federal official significant amount. of timber
compatible with the rest of the ered to review the patenting of
clashed over the amount of away from commercial use.
claims to prevent such activilaw.
commercial timber that might
The act prohibits most forms ties in wilderness areas in the
Sen. Henry Jackson, D-Wash..
be "locked up" in the national the chairman of the Senate Inof mechanical or industrial ac- future.
park and wilderness areas.
tivity in order to make sure the Spokesmen for the company
terior Committee, told Crafts to
wilderness areas "are untram- said conservationists exaggerate
The director of the Bureau of confer with timber industry repthe effect of the project on the
meled by man."
Outdoor Recreation, Dr. Ed- resentatives to decide what the
wilderness area. They say copward C, Crafts, who also wrote economic impact might be and
However, the bill was amend- per mining is necessary for nathe North Cascades Study Re- report to the subcommittee.
ed in Congress to extend mining tional strategic metal stockpiles
port, said the effect of a park
Sen. Alan Bible. D-Nev., subclaims to 1984 and requires the and the Vietnam War effort.
on
lumbering would be neglig- committee chairman, arMor ned
Forest Service, administrator of The pit, designed to produce
ible.
the
Mount Vernon hear... bethe wilderness areas, to permit 12,000 to 15,000 tons of ore a
Disputing Craft's report, Wil- fore the report was given.
"reasonable" road access, trans- year, would be completed in 20
liam J. Moshofky, assistant to
More than 60 witnesses testimission lines and other facilities to 30 years, then work would
the president of Georgia-Pacific fied at the Mount Vernon hearnecessary for a mining opera- stop. The firm said nature would
Inc.,
which
has
a
large
wood
ing.
tion.
take care of the encroachment.
The law empowers the Forest Copper mining has been carService to set 'reasonable regu- ried on previously in the same
lations" on such activities, but general area of the Cascades,
Yakima Republic, May 29, 1967
this has not been further de- but no large-scale mines are in
fined. Conservationists say open- operation now. None of the previous
mines
was
an
open
nit
it
pit ruining is inherently in violation of the purpose of the law.
Sen. Henry Jackson, D-Wash.,
IN'THETDRY, barren, wasteland of the Utah salt flats,
chairman of the Senate Interior
Committee and one of the backand on the shores of the; Great Polluted Salt Lake, an open
ers of the wilderness act, said
faced copper mine might make a welcome scenic addihe has asked the Forest Service
tion, but in the beautiful Washington Cascades a terraced
to find a way to block Kennecott's proposed activities.
pit sprouting railroad tracks and mining equipment would
In New York a Kennecott
be nothing more than a horrible eyesore.
spokesman said the company
Having spent a great .deal of time in mining towns in
had nothing to say about the situation beyond the statement of
Colorado and Utah (Dothgold, silverandcoppermines) wecan
Frank R. Milliken, its president,
attest to the fact that there is no longer anything quaint,
at the annual meeting May 2.
colorful, or worthwhile about railroad sidings, slag dumps,
At that time, Milliken said:
or mining equipment, or holes in the ground.
"Final decision on whether to
go ahead with development of
And the town of Bingham, Utah, locaied at the entrance
the property will not be made
to the Kennecott copper mine, is certaiinly not our idea'
until our engineering and economic studies now under way
of * 'community beautiful."
are completed."
We hope the industrial economy of Washington State
By STEPHEN PONDER
Associated Press Writer

North Cascades Park Clash
Headed For Showdown

Miners: Not Our Mountains!

is not so hard up as to allow its beautiful Cascades to be
marred by pits that remind one of festering boik
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Ellensburg Record, August 7, 1967

Douglas Leads Mining Protest
•W

I

I reK

Ellensburg Record, August 5, 1967

AGAINST KENNECOTT MINE

DARRINGTON, Wash. (AP)—
U. S. Supreme Court Justice
William O. Douglas said Saturday the nation's 1964 Wilderness
Act contains a "built-in tremendous hazard" to the wilderness
areas it created.
Doublas blamed pressure put
By STEPHEN PONDER
demonstrate our need for pres- with mine plans. The firm must
on Congress by "the strong minAssociated Press Writer
ervation of natural beauty In apply to the UJ3. Forest Service
ing lobby" for a section of the
DARRINGTON,
Wash.
(APIgeneral and Miner's Ridge and for access permission under the
law that permits patenting of
Opponents
of
a
proposed
openImage Lake In particular."
mining claims in wilderness
1963 Wilderness Act.
pit
copper
mine
In
the
Glacier
Conservationists have said the
areas until 1984.
Conservationists have advoPeak
Wilderness
Area,
led
by
open-pit mine would ruin the cated Including the Miner's
Douglas' and his wife, Cathy,
Supreme
Court
Justice
William
Image Lake area north of Gla- Ridge area In die ^proposed
led 150 hikers on a trek to the
border of the Glacier Peak Wil- O. Douglas, gathered Saturday cier Peak. However, the com. North Cascades NattonaTl*rk
east
of
here
for
a
protest
pany
has said the mine would and enabling th'eNaUonaTinurk
derness Area Saturday, The
be two miles from the lake and Service to condemn and purgroup was protesting Kennecott "camp-in" and hike.
Copper Co.'s tentative plans for justice Douglas was scheduled not visible.
chase Kennecott's holdings.
an open-pit copper mine north to lead a mass hike up the
The proposed mine was a
Sen. Henry Jackson, D-Wash,
Sulattle River Trail Saturday main discussion topic during chairman of the Senate Interior
of Glacier Peak.
afternoon
following
a
noon
dishearings
on
a
North
Cascades
The hike, sponsored by the
Commlttee, said during the May
Statewide Committee to Stop cussion of Kennecott Copper National Park In May. A coun- hearings he had requested the
ter-demonstration Saturday In Forest Service to find a way to
Kennecott Copper, drew fewer Co.'s plans.
demonstrators than planned. It The chairman of the sponsor- support of the mine was pre- block the project.
also drew some Bar rlngton-area ing Statewide Committee to dicted by local residents.
Gov. Dan Evans has suggestresidents who voiced support of Stop Kennecott Copper, David
The company said In June a ed empowering the Forest Serv.
Blrkner of Seattle, said the pur. definite decision had not been
the proposed mine.
Ice to condemn and purchase
Under the 1964 law, the UJ3. pose of the gathering was "to rmrhpri on whether to en , K « H lyepwsffOtt's hoWtpvs.
Forest Service issues access
permits and regulates mining
activities. Kennecott has not yet
applied for a permit.
Douglas encouraged the committee to try and stop the mine.
He said mine opponents could
B r e m e r t o n Sun, August 7, 1967
seek repeal of the section of the
Wlldernass Act Involved; ask
for federal condemnation and
purchase of Kennecott's holdings, or try and persuade the
company not to go ahead with
Its plans.
The Justice, who has been vacationing at his home near
DARRINGTON (UPI) U. S. Supreme
About half a dozen local residents
Court Justice William 0. Douglas, a man
Goose Prairie In Yakima Counfavoring the Kennecott plan appeared at
who spent his early years tramping the
ty, said increased population
the conservationist rally and made their
slopes of the North Cascades, led a hike
pressures and recreation deviews known.
into those mountains Saturday, protesting
mands make the chances of preOne of them, State Rep. Henry Backa proposed open-pit copper mine in the
serving the wilderness "perhap*
strom, D-Arlmgton, said the project
Glacier Peak wilderness area.
not very great."
would
be a 'shot in the arm' for the
Accompanied by his wife, Cathleen,
working people of the area.
Local residents, Including
24, the 68-yeai;-old veteran conservation"In three to four years, the Kennecott
State Rep. Henry Backstrom,
ist invoked the sense of the jurist when
will leave us with roads into the area
he told about 150 followers that KenneArlington Democrat, said the
and
a man-made lake after they're
cott
Copper
Co.'s
proposed
open-pit
mine
mine would be a boost to the
through."
certainly was legal, but not right.
local economy,
A Darrington resident explained that
Douglas said he had "no doubts" the
"Kennecott should be supportthe 'outsiders' were protesting to preplan was legal, but added:
ed, even encouraged," Backserve a "private playground."
"Just because something is legal does
strom said. "In three to four
He said, "Darrington and Arlington
not necessarily mean it is right.
are going to be dead towns unless we
years, they'll leave us with
"We
operate
today
on
a
dollar
econget
new industry."
roads into the area and a manomy by leveling our frontier, but our
The organizer of the hike, Davidmade
lake after
they're
frontier is just about gone," he said.
Birkner of the Committee To Stop Kenthrough."
necott, did not see eye to eye with the
The high court justice delivered his
Company spokesmen have
natives. He, along with other followers
informal address following a brown bag
suggested the open - pit, when
of Douglas, felt the mine would effeclunch at Sulphur Springs campground 30
tively destroy the Glacier Peak wildermiles east of here and a 15 minute hike
exhausted, could be filled with
ness, saying the mine, smelter and roads
through the area described as the 'North
water and made Into a recreawould scar the area "for centuries!*"
American alps.'
tion area.

Justice Douglas Leads Protest:
March In, Speak Out, Camp-In

Wilderness act has 'built-in'
hazards, Justice Douglas says

Mine Legal, Not Right,
Justice Douglas Saws
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Supreme Court Justice William O . Douglas, center, spoke to conservationists at the Sulphur Creek Campground, Next to him were his wife, Cathleen, and David Birkner.—Times staff photo by Larry Dion.

Seattle Shopping News, June 12, 1967

Open Pit Mine?
Adjustment Board
Could Decide!
Richard Fowler, Snohomish County Commissioner, told SEATTLE SHOPPING NEWS last week that'his county's Board of
Adjustment might well make the decision-on whether Kennecott
CoppwCorr,, .will operate an open-pit mine in the GlacTejyPeak

wilderness area in the North
Cascades.
There was growing evidence
that proponents of a North Cascades National Park would not
include the wilderness area
within the proposed boundaries
of the park area for fear the
park would be defeated in Congress. (The mining patents
Kennecott controls are in the
wilderness area.)
In this event, the decision on
the mine could well be made by
Snohomish County through its
z o n i n g procedure. Commissioner Fowler said the area of
the proposed mine is in Snohomish County and is zoned for
"rural use," which he declared
does not include a mining
operation.
The decision on a re-zone pe-

tition, Fowler said, would be
made by the county's Board of
Adjustment. Any decision from
that body could be appealed to
the Superior Court, then to the
Supreme Court.
Fowler did not hazard a guess
as to what decision the Board
of Adjustment might make.
But if a majority of i t s
members decided the mine
would pollute one or more ol
the county's prized streams or
rivers — as some authorities
have claimed it would—the
Board of Adjustment might well
say, No, to such a mining
operation.
] A decision On this issue might
become the most. important
and Controversial ruling the
Snohomish' County' Board of
Adjustment has ever made.
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THE WHITE WOLF OF THE NORTHERN CASCADES
Editor's Foreword:

by
T. Herbert Laurence

Working toward a safe future for the North
Cascades is our passion; remembering the
relatively unmenaced past is our pleasure.
Stimulated by the stories of AnnaStevens, N3C
member Herb Laurence has offered to share
with us the experiences of his father, a pioneer
surveyor in the then genuinely Wild Cascades.
Following is the first of what we hope will be
many installments.

—From the Author's Covering Letter to the Editor:
I am enclosing a narrative that my father told me when I was a
boy about a p a r t of the Wild Cascades. Teebone Ridge is located approximately at T. 36 N. - R . 12 E. on theMt. Baker National Forest Map (1953).
The river mentioned wasn't then named but now is called "Cascade River",
the snow-capped peak with alpine glow on it was Snowfield Peak (not
named then). The trapper was Charles E. Roberts, known better as
George. I am not sure but I believe that he is now dead, as my father is
also. As you probably already know much of Washington was surveyed
when it was made a territory in 1853 and before that when a part of the
Oregon Country, all based on the Willamette Meridian. Also as you
probably already know the first surveys were made by independent s u r veyors. They had largely surveyed the Donation Land Claims and some
of the townships, but the settlers made so much complaint over their
work that the Federal Government established its own surveys. In the
field they usually consisted of four to six teams under a supervisor. The
supervisor for dad's team was A. H. Sylvester who later became the
supervisor of the Wenatchee National Forest. At first there weren't any
national forests and later what are now the various national forests were
one and called the national forest reserve.
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The late afternoon shadows were creeping
over the steep ridges and darkened the deep
ravines of the northern Cascades when a dark
gray wolf trotted up a bench and slowly crawled
into her den among the angular boulders and
crags. Her family of pups, that had been
napping, awoke listlessly and awaited the food
which she brought them. The mother wolf
quickly dropped her prey, a ruffed grouse,
that she had been holding in her jaws. After
ravenously eating it the drowsy pups resumed
their nap. The old wolf cautiously returned to
the opening of the den and there kept a vigilant
watch, as the alpine glow gradually faded from
the pinnacle of the distant snow-capped peak.
But her family was an unique one, because
there was among her puppies one that was
pure white, except for dusky ears and face and
a pair of pink eyes — an albino. Also about
this same time a trapper from British Columbia
had come over the boundary into this area,
the Teebone Ridge, of the northern Cascades.
Since his traps were not bringing in the usual
amount of fur-bearing animals, he decided
that he would hunt them instead with his loyal
pack of dogs and trusty rifle. They were a
motley crew of mixed breeds with a wolfhound
strain predominating. "There isn't any wolf
they can not take", he boasted, yet the albino
wolf aroused his curiosity. Surely, he r e a soned, it must be the return of the spirit of
La Garoce Blanco, the Phantom of the Alps.
A few days afterwards as the old wolf was
again approaching the den with a half-grown
rabbit in her jaws she suddenly was confronted
by the trapper and another woodsman on horses.
Since the woodsman was on the side nearest to
her, he instantly shot at her with his 30-30
Winchester, but his aim was bad and missed.
Being experienced woodsmen, they knew that
a wolf with prey in her mouth meant her den
was nearby. It made them redouble their
efforts to find it. They did. Again the sleeping
pups were awakened suddenly by the noise the
men made above the den. The pups, of course,
thought it was their mother returning and began
to whine. That was their undoing for soon the
men pulled away the smaller rocks from the
opening of the den and made it much larger.
Now aware of their danger, the fearful pups
retreated further back into it snorting at the
human-smell above them. That is they all
did, except one, the albino, he crawled instead
into a small side pocket. It completely hid
him from the others in the back of the den.
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When everything was all quiet again some
hours later he ventured forth, but everything
was changed. The opening was breached wide
open, and not far away were objects that
smelled and looked like his brothers and s i s ters. Now, however, they filled him with
dread and a vague feeling of loneliness. His
searching was interrupted by the return of the
old wolf. For she had been watching from a
concealed place on a nearby slope all the while.
Stoically taking her remaining pup by the nape
of the neck she gently carried him to a small
depression some distance away and rested.
Shortly afterwards they made themselves a
new home in another cavity in the crags.
With the passing of the days into months
and Spring becoming Summer, the mother
wolf taught Blanco the rudiments of wolf training. He learned quickly how to attack cattle
from behind, sheep in front, and horses with
another wolf in order that one should seize the
flank and the other one the throat in unison.
But he alone should be very wary and cautious
under any pretense before attacking a man,
and never more than one man at a time. Also
the albino learned in fighting dogs to feint kin
friendship and to run and fight as you run but
never directly grapple. At the same time
make for more rugged country, especially
where it is difficult for men and horses to
follow you readily. Likewise he got his lesson
on traps very emphatically when he was once
circling around a piece of raw meat on the
ground. Suddenly without any warning there
wasa "clank" and the jawsofawolf trapquickly
snapped shut just barely missing his foot.
However, his lesson on poison was a much
sadder one. The old wolf and her half-grown
pup were inspecting a carcass of a calf, and
since there weren't any traps around it, they
considered the meat was safe to eat. But NO!
they had hardly started eating the flesh when
the older wolf went into agonizing convulsions
with heavy frothing at the mouth. Like a good
mother, she bit her own paw to keep from
biting Blanco. Soon she became quieter,
except for a slight twitching, finally even it
stopped. The white wolf's mother and teacher
never hunted with him again. He had learned
his lesson well, after that when he smelled
strychnine he would always turn away. Accordingly, he grew wise in instinct and strong in
body as he became a mature wolf. And in his
maturity he became known throughout the
region for his sagacity and cunning, the large
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number of livestock he had killed in the lower
valleys, and his great size over other wolves.
Blanco, the albino, was the topic of much talk
and many blasphemous words were uttered
against him with numerous vows made for his
scalp.
The baying of the trapper's mongrel wolfhounds told him that danger was near. Sooner
than he anticipated the baying was coming
closer and closer, and in a very short time he
sighted the eager hounds. They had also
sighted him and came quickly towards him in
spite of the rough country. True to his training
Blanco did not challenge them there, but ran
up higher among the crags. He then faced his
pursuers and they hesitatingly began to circle
around him. Yet lacking the courage to come
to grips with the albino demon. Shortly the
trapper and the woodsman, who were following
the hounds, came up. Seeing the men, Blanco
broke through the circle and headed for a high
precipice and abruptly stopped. Far below it
flowed a swift river with white water rapids.
As before, the hounds halted on catching up
with him and began baying. Then suddenly
two of them with the courage of their ancestors
rushed in. CLIP! CHOP!! and a gleam of
white teeth and the brave hounds lay at the
white wolf's feet. Again the men crept up on
him with levelled rifles, as they knew his
habits well by now. The albino saw them and
without hesitation spun around and jumped into
the river gorge behind him, and below were
the swift white water rapids. Down, down he
went and quickly he was swept into the swirling
waters. But just as the men reached the edge
of the precipice they saw a white form emerge
below the rapids and stalk off into the underbrush.
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CROSSING THE NORTH CASCADES BARRIER
by
T. Herbert Laurence
In the years following the serious Indian
troubles of 1855-56-57 both the regions west
and east of the Cascade Mountains of the
Columbia Territory (for that is what the State
of Washington was called before becoming a
State) again were being settled by many homesteaders and others, which the troubles had
almost brought to a halt. Also the discovery
of gold in various areas gave an additional
impetus for many people to come to the t e r r i tory. But the Cascade Mountains still were a
formidable barrier for those wanting to go
from the east side of the range to the west
side and vice versa. Nevertheless, it was
very remarkable that a rather large number
of Indian traces (trails) crossed them. For it
was a characteristic trait of the Indian to
always go over the same trace again and again
whenever he desired to go from one district to
another. The actual count of such trails is not
known, since after the Indians were put on
reservations their use was greatly curtailed
or discontinued. Yet, oddly enough, there are
those that exist to this day. Some as the
origins of white man's roads, others as his
early forest fire protection trails, and some
are even hunters' and fishermen's paths.
There are those that are discernible while
others are very faint. Among all of them,
those in the high country (The North Cascades)
are probably the better known. Although the
reasons for it aren't too definite, especially
in the Komo Kulshan area ("the land of uncounted snows"), which the Indians named the
Mt. Baker area. But possibly because even
to this daythatarea isn'tcrossed by any major
highway and none of the secondary roads go
over the crest of the Cascade Range.
So it was at the' time when even the
present-day secondary roads were non-existent
or just meager dirt ones (from the 1870s to
the 1890s) when the Federal Government's
Department of Interior General Land Office
was having several teams of land surveyors
making definite boundary surveys for the
homesteaders and other land surveys. By
1886-87 the lowland valleys were more or less
all surveyed and the survey teams were pushing deeper and deeper into High Country. One
of those teams was Mr. John Nordene and my
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father, L. T. Laurence. Because none of the
roads crossed the crest of the Cascades, more
and more people were finding it expedient to
cross them at passes on former Indian trails.
Such was the case, when under the direction
of Mr. A. H. Sylvester (now deceased) Mr.
Nordene and my father were ordered to make
a reconnaissance of the area along the West
Fork of the Methow River to cross the crest
of the Cascades and to go as far west as
Granite Creek. There they were to meet
another survey team, exchange technical data
and return to their base east of the Cascades.
They started out where the West Fork joins
the Methow River (this location is approximately halfwav between T. 36 N. and T. 37 N.
- R. 18 E. on the Chelan National Forest Map)
and worked their way westward along the West
Fork over an old Indian trace. (It has since
been made an early forest fire protection and
recreation trail of the Chelan National Forest,
which didn't exist then, although in 1889 (?)
Congress passed a law making it a part of the
National Western Forest P r e s e r v e s . ) Since
they were required to cross the c r e s t of the
range at this location for reasons too technical
to be mentioned here, they couldn't use the
pass, now called Harts' P a s s , however it was
being used, mostly by miners. There is an
amusing "yarn" about it being called, "Paddy
Go Easy P a s s " also. This was because when
the miners drove their donkeys over it they
said, "Paddy go easy", since they didn't want
the donkeys to shake out any more of the gold
dust than absolutely necessary from their
saddle bags. (Although I am not saying it was
really so, but it is an interesting sidelight.)
So in order to cross the c r e s t of the Cascades,
Mr. Nordene and my father used the pass on
the old Indian trace. It is now called, Mebee
or Meba P a s s . After crossing the c r e s t they
went to the northwest in what now is Mt. Baker
National Forest on a continuation of the old
Indian trace. It would eventually take them
near Gold Hill and Azurite Mines, which was
their destination for that day. (These mines,
although they are probably no longer in existence, are about at T. 37 N. - R. 17 E. on the
Mt. Baker National Forest Map just south of
Mckay Ridge.) They had gone about a mile or
so from the pass late in the afternoon of late
September 1887 (I don't remember the day)
when they heard the weird and mournful baying
of a wolf pack. Being experienced woodsmen
Mr. Nordene and my father knew the wolves
were starting on their night's prowl for some-
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thing to eat, as it is then when they do most of
their hunting of prey. The baying came closer
and closer, so they knew that the wolves had
gotten their scent, and were drawing in on
them for the kill. Since they had planned to be
at their destination before nightfall, they didn't
carry any a r m s other than the usual handaxes
and Bowie knives. Realizing their danger of
the wolves attacking them very soon, with eyes
keen to everything in the wilderness they
quickly noticed a large burnt and decay-out
snag of a forest monarch a few yards from the
trail. They immediately dashed for it and
crawled through the opening that was just
barely large enough to let them get in. Inside
the old snag they found enough debris to plug
the opening shut. In doing so they desperately
hoped they could fight off the wolves with their
handaxes and Bowie knives when they charged
at the opening. That was exactly what the
wolves did, as they followed the scent to the
snag. First loudly baying and running several
times around it, then the bolder ones would
charge at the opening. As they tore away at it
they placed their paws between the debris of
the opening and the ground, which was very
hard from lack of moisture. Quickly Mr.
Nordene and my father brought down their
axes and knives, which they always kept razor
sharp, on the paws of the wolves cutting them
off. As each severely injured wolf drew back
yelping with great pain, the remaining wolves
would, due to the smell of blood, fall upon and
devour him very rapidly. Some hours later,
but what seemed all night to Mr. Nordene and
my father, the yelping and growling suddenly
stopped and everything was quiet and peaceful
again. So they assumed that the wolves that
hadn't been eaten had retreated back into
underbrush and eventually their dens to recuperate. So they peered out and by the late
evening moon saw a scene of violence and c a r nage, and decided to stay in their uncomfortable refuge till daylight. Yes, the wolves had
gone, and as daybreak came Mr. Nordene and
my father left the burnt-out snag. They saw
much gory evidence of a very savage battle,
and thanked their "lucky s t a r s " to be alive.
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HERB LAURENCE AND FATHER IN THE
NORTH CASCADES
Very few, if any, of my father's travels
and experiences in the Wild Cascades were
arousing adventures, and I am sure there are
many others you know who could tell much
better ones. Nevertheless, I shall endeavor
to give you some of the sidelights, now more
or less forgotten, of the events that t r a n s formed the primitive Columbia Territory, for
that was what the northern part of the Oregon
Country was originally called, into the p r o gressive State of Washington of today.
You say, "tell how he (my father) came to
be in the North Cascades" — that is a long
story in itself. It began in other areas than
the North Cascades. To give you that background and to where it will be understood, it
will be necessary to go back to the time when
Washington was the northern part of the Oregon
Country and was then called "Columbia". Like
in Oregon, all the land surveys in Columbia
were based on the Willamette Meridian, which
I am sure you are aware of already. Shortly
after the first settlers came to Washington,
then Columbia Territory, the General Land
Office in Washington, D. C. gave them donation
land claims. The Surveyor General of that
Office, as was customary in those times, p e r mitted those claims to be surveyed by private
surveyors. Although the Land Office meant
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the claims to be for homes of the settlers,
many of them (the settlers) had other ideas.
And a good many Washington towns of today
were originally someone's donation land claim.
All in all the donation land claim holders
seemed to fare as good as could be expected.
But after Congress had passed the Homestead
Law and several homesteads had been taken,
all surveyed by private surveyors, there arose
much argument and disagreement over boundar i e s between them and the donation land claim
holders and also themselves, because the s u r veys weren't accurate. The surveys weren't
correct because the private surveyors, like
certain politicians, had succumbed to human
weaknesses. To overcome this bad situation
the General Land Office then began employing
its own surveyors from then on. I am sure
you are aware of this fact of Washington h i s tory. Among these surveyors employed by the
Federal Government, my father was just one
and he worked under a Supervisor. This
supervisor had several surveying crews under
him. At first they were primarily engaged in
definitive surveying, that is definitely a s c e r tainingwhere the boundaries should be located,
also based on the Willamette meridian and in
some cases supplemented by the surveys made
much earlier by the Military Surveying and
Exploration parties, but their activities in
Columbia are also a story in themselves, most
of which doesn't include the North Cascades.
Later, in the late 1880's if I remember right,

June-July, 1967
immense acreages of western forest lands
became the National Forest Preserves by
another law passed by Congress. They were
put under the management of the Land Office.
It wasn't till 1905, I believe, that they were
made a separate service under the Dept. of
Agriculture. These Preserves weren't the
same as our present National Forests as they
were subdivided from the Preserves. This all
required a great deal of surveying, some of
which is still going on, and the surveyors were
transferred to them. As such, they took my
father into the North Cascades.
I am sorry that I didn't make it clear when
the Indians went by in their canoe. That is a
good example of trying to write in too much
haste. Yes, it was when my father and I
camped at Old Marble mount. In 1952 Bertha
and I went to visit the place, but outside getting
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to the general area, we didn't succeed in finding the exact spot as I failed to recognize any
of the landmarks. I don't mean the area has
changed, but rather my memory of it isn't as
good as I thought it was. Where and why we
(my father and I) went to Old Marblemount and
when can be best summed up in the word
"wanderlust". My father enjoyed the wonderful
scenic beauty of the North Cascades and spent
much of his time in them just to enjoy them.
He wasn't an artist, but he did make some
line drawings of many places. Unfortunately
these were burnt in a fire several years ago.
Another reason he was there was he wanted
to show me old Monte Crista. As you probably already know it was quite a place in its
hey-day. Even at that time, 1912 if I remember correctly, it was almost a ghost town. I
don't suppose there is anything left of it now,
except the mountain of the same name.
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Jackson Lectures
the Timber People
By James J. Kilpatrick
(Washington Star Syndicate]

WASHINGTON — Sen. Henry they do with the land. They
M. Jackson, D-Wash., turned up ought to retreat from adamant
the other day as a guest at one opposition to all proposals for
of those ham, chicken and toma- land acquisition; they have a
to juice spreads at the Statler responsibility to make construcHilton. He wound up by earning tive contributions."
his free lunch with the kind of
Jackson won the afternoon's
provocative remarks not often only spontaneous applause for
directed at the hands that feed his candor. He succeeded also
in s e t t i n g some disturbing
you.
The occasion was a luncheon thoughts in motion. For t h e
of the National Forest Products senator is exactly right. Call it
Association. Its members had socialism, or call it something
come to town with a sensitive else, a new doctrine of property
chip on their burly shoulders. At is taking shape in this country.
every turn, it seems, they find The old rule, embodied in the
themselves on the defensive Fifth Amendment, used to teach
against a federal government us that no person could be deobsessed with the notion that prived of his property without
land should be withdrawn from due process of law, "nor shall
productive use and simply "pre- private property be taken for
public use without just comserved" instead.
pensation." The old rule is go"Within the past month," said ing through a sea change as we
NFPA's president Gene C. sail on to the Twenty-first CenBrewer, "our industry has been
obliged to rally to resist un- tury.
.thinking scenic trails, wildand Granted that rights of private
scenic rivers, National Redwood property never have been abPark and North Cascade Nation- solute rights, and that public
al Park bills before the Senate regulation of natural resources
of the United States. Each of goes back a long way. Even so,
these bills as put forward by some brand new trends a r e
the secretary of the interior developing in public controls.
would seriously reduce the na- You see them in West Virtion's ability to grow trees and ginia, where the legislature has
manage them in the public interest. If all were to pass in turned on the strip miners and
their present form, the impact said that their ugly depredaupon our public and private tions have to stop.
commercial timber lands would You see them in proposals for
be catastrophic."
anti-billboard legislation, which
carry the concept of " p u b l i c
Senator Jackson comes from use" into aesthetic areas beone of the major timber-produc- yond anything recognized in the
ing states. Many of his constitu- past.
ents depend on the forests for
their livelihood. Appearing be- You see them in the " w i l d
fore such an audience, and com- rivers" plan, which is predicating from such a constituency, ed on the theory that no man
Jackson might have been ex- may take fee-simple title to a
pected to make the conventional beautiful river and despoil it as
agreeable noises. He didn't. He he pleases.
looked the thousand timbermen
'Open Spaces'
dead in the eye, and told them,
in effect, to get with it.
The trends run not only in the
country but in the cities also.
'Crazy'
Under urban renewal, private
"You're crazy," he remarked, property is not taken exclusivein almost those delicate words, ly for public use, as in t h e
"if you dont believe that con- building of a schoolhouse or the
cepts of land use and property creation of a park; such property now is acquired in terms of
ownership are changing. Indus"public benefit," so that the oftries that depend uuon the land fending restaurant of Owner A
wiu have to understand that passes through a decontarninathere is a public interest in what tion process and becomes the

Redwoods

apartment house of Owner B.
Just outside ttie cities, t h e
doctrine of "open spaces" takes
root, and land that rnight be pu
to productive and profitable usi
gets reserved for the vistas o
the next generation.
Out in Washington, Jackson
noted, a new industry recently
proposed to take over, a pretty
piece of countryside for a factory. The local people are protesting at the top of their lungs.
They would rather have t h e
countryside than have the jobs.
The timber industry once had
a poor public image as an industry that proposed to "cut out

and get out," leaving nothing
but ugliness behind. Today that
image has faded. Programs of
sustained yield on forest lands
offer one of the greatest stories
in American conservation. Yet
it is just as the senator says:
To an astonishing degree, the
old clear lines that divided private interests from public interests a r e getting steadily
more obscure.
If cherished doctrines of private property are to survive at
all, a responsible conservatism
must recognize what is happening and offer something more
than old slogans in a changing
world.
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NORTH CASCADES C O N S E R V A T I O N C O U N C I L
M E M B E R S AND O F F I C E R S

BOARD

At the March 25, 1967 meeting, the Board of Directors reelected
the following officers for 1967-1968:
PRESIDENT
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
RECORDING SECRETARY
TREASURER

Patrick D. Goldsworthy
Charles D. Hessey, J r .
R. Duke Watson
John W. Anderson
Eileen Ryan
Joseph W. Miller

The 28 Board Members are: *
1968
1969
1970
1968

John W. Anderson
David R. Brower
Thomas H. S. Brucker
Irving Clark, J r .

3530 W. Laurelhurst Dr. NE
40 Stevenson Ave.
9111 SE 44th St.
5314 NE 42nd St.

Seattle, Wash.
98105
Berkeley, Calif.
94708
Mercer Island, Wash. 98040
Seattle, Wash.
98105

1968
1969
1968
1969

Joseph Collins
Mrs. John (Polly) Dyer
Jesse Epstein
Brock Evans

S. 2207 Sunrise Rd.
13245 40th Ave. NE
1554 E. Garfield
4534 1/2 University Way NE

Spokane, Wash.
Seattle, Wash.
Seattle, Wash.
Seattle, Wash.

99206
98125
98102
98105

1969
1970
1970
1968

Dr. Donald Fager
Frank Fickeisen
Hal Foss
Patrick D. Goldsworthy

1500
5436
6504
3215

E. Wenatchee, Wash.
Bellevue, Wash.
Yakima, Wash.
Seattle, Wash.

98802
98004
98902
98125

1969
1969
1968
1968

Mrs. Neil (Emily) Haig
John Hodge
Louis R. Huber
Charles D. Hessey, J r .

2216 Federal Ave. E
2486 Pleasant Bay Rd.
Box 98, Main Office Station
Star Route

Seattle, Wash.
Bellingham, Wash.
Seattle, Wash.
Naches, Wash.

98102
98225
98111
98937

1968
1970
1969
1970

Dr. William R. Halliday
Harvey H. Manning
J. Michael McCloskey
Grant McConnell

1117 36th Ave. E
Rt. 3, Box 6652
1050 Mills Tower
1136 E. 48th St.

Seattle, Wash.
Issaquah, Wash.
San Francisco, Calif.
Chicago, 111.

98102
98027
94104
60615

1970
1969
1970
1968

Joseph W. Miller
Vern Morgus
Rodger W. Pegues
Frank Richardson

15405 SE 9th St.
Rt. 3, Box 386A
Suite B, 115 4th Ave. S
17106 Hamlin Rd. NE

Bellevue, Wash.
Shelton, Wash.
Edmonds, Wash.
Seattle, Wash.

98004
98684
98020
98155

1969
1968
1970
1970

Miss Eileen Ryan
John Warth
R. Duke Watson
Philip H. Zalesky

308 E. Republican, Apt. 908
3806 Burke Ave. N
1642 Federal Ave. E
2433 Del Campo Dr.

Seattle, Wash.
Seattle, Wash.
Seattle, Wash.
Everett, Wash.

98102
98103
98102
98202

N. Eastmont
153rd SE
Appleview Way
NE 103rd St.

* Year preceding name indicates terminal year of 3-year term of office.

THE WILD

CASCADES

June - July,

1967

BULK RATE
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
North Cascades Conservation Council
3215 North East 103rd Street
Seattle, Washington - 98125
RETURN

NORTH CASCADES
F o u n d e d 1957

CONSERVATION

PRESIDENT: Patrick D. Goldsworthy
EDITOR: T h e W i l d C a s c a d e s
Harvey Manning
Route 3, Box 6652
Issaquah, Washington - 98027
Published bi-monthly. . . 50£ a copy
Subscription price $5. 00 per year

COUNCIL

REQUESTED

SEATTLE, WASH.
PERMIT * 8 6 0 2

