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The N o r t h C a s c a d e s C o n s e r v a t i o n 
C o u n c i l w a s formed in 1957 "To 
protect and preserve the North Cas
cades' scenic, scientific, recreational, 
educational, and wilderness values." 
Con t inu ing th i s miss ion, NCCC 
keeps government officials, environ
mental organizations, and the gen
eral public informed about issues 
affecting the Grea ter North Cas
cades Ecosystem. Action is pursued 
through legislative, legal, and pub
lic participation channels to protect 
the lands, waters, plants and wild
life. 

Over the past third of a century the 
NCCC has led or participated in cam
paigns to create the North Cascades 
Na t iona l P a r k Complex, Glacier 
Peak Wilderness, and other units of 
the Na t iona l Wi lde rness System 
from the W.O. Douglas Wilderness 
north to- the Alpine Lakes Wilder
ness, the Henry M. Jackson Wilder
ness, the Chelan-Sawtooth Wilder
ness and others. Among its most dra
matic victories has been working 
with British Columbia allies to block 
the raising of Ross Dam, which would 
have drowned Big Beaver Valley. 

• M e m b e r s h i p • 

The NCCC is supported by member dues 
and private donations. These suppprt pub
lication offVie Wild Cascade&nd lobbying 
activities. (NCCC is a non-tax-deductible 
501(c)4 organization.) Membership dues for 
one year are: $10 - low income/student; $20 
- regular; $25 - family; $50.00 - Contribut
ing; $100 - patron; $1000 - sustaining. A 
one-time life membership dues payment is 
$500. 

The North Cascades Foundation 
supports the NCCC's non-political ef
forts. Donations are tax-deductible as 
a 501(c)3 organization. 

/ 
Please make your check(s) out to the 
organization of your choice. The Foun
dation can be reached through the 
NCCC mailing address: 

North Cascades 
Conservation Council 

P.O. Box 95980 
University Station 

Seattle, Washington 98145-1980 

The North Cascades Conservation 
Council Office is located at 

1516 Melrose, Seattle, WA 98122 . 
1-206-343-2312 
Kevin Herrick, 

Special Projects Coordinator 
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The President's Report 
October 1994 

This issue of The Wild Cascades is intended to be a 
follow-up to the Action Alert you and others should have 
a l ready received. It is vital t h a t we all have enough 
information to respond to the preliminary NPS plan for the 
Stehekin Valley. 

As most of us know, development in this valley has been 
difficult for the NPS to handle. Some of thei r policies and 
practices have been unacceptable to the point tha t we, the 
NCCC, were forced to go to court to force the National Pa rk 
Service to produce an acceptable comprehensive plan to 
manage the valley. Now the plan and its environmental 
impact statement are out, we all should feel an obligation to 
let the NPS unders tand how we feel about the Stehekin 
Valley and, by association, the rest of the North Cascades. It 
must be made clear tha t we will not let up in the effort to 
protect our "wild, scenic, and recreational" areas. 

Please read The Wild Cascades and write to the National Park Service. 
Let them know tha t an airstrip is inappropriate in the Park Complex, tha t 
you support closing parts of the road, t ha t supplying firewood to private 
residents is not the purpose of a national park and tha t property should be 
acquired from willing sellers. 

Sometimes it may seem like the only thing the NCCC does is react to 
problems at Stehekin. On the contrary, our volunteers and staff spend most 
of the i r t ime on issues such as the Internat ional Park, Forest Service 
management problems, growth management in rura l areas, and wildlife 
concerns. In this issue we cover not only the EIS for the Lake Chelan 
National Recreation Area, but the problems of na tura l fires, media impact 
on wilderness, and other current issues. 

Thank You! 
Over the past two years, NCCC members have provided substantial financial support to help 

NCCC work to keep the North Cascades wild. A major donor grant and gifts made in memory of 
Oliver Webb have been supported by donations from a large number of NCCC members. NCCC has 
also benefited from grants from the Maki Foundation, The Bullitt Foundation, and The Wilderness 
Society. This summer, NCCC members responded admirably to our 1994 Field Season Appeal. If 
you have not yet contributed to our field research fund, consider a donation as there is still plenty of 
work yet to be done. Please contact us if you are interested in funding a particular project or area of 
work. Again, thank you for investing in the preservation of the wild Cascades. 



NEWS UPDATE 
Man and Dog Sighted 
(But Not Cited) 
at Cascade Pass 

Mike Sherer , local Stehekin resident, r iver 
architect, and would-be developer, recently hiked 
to Cascade Pass (North Cascades National Park) 
with his dog. No punitive measures were taken by 
the NPS when notified. The dog seemed to 
thoroughly enjoy the hike and hopes other dogs 
make the hike soon. This is definitely a step 
forward in advancing the rights of dogs in national 
parks. 

Write Superintendent William Paleck today, 
Nor th Cascades Nat ional Park-Complex, 2105 
Highway 20, Sedro Woolley, WA. 98-284-1799, 
congratulat ing h im on his new policy regarding 
dogs in the national park. Inform him t h a t you 
and your dog are planning to hike there soon. 

As someone once wrote: "All animals are 
equal. But some animals are more equal t h a n 
others. . ." 

What's Wrong in This 
Photograph ? 
Approaching Egg Lake, Copper Ridge (NCNP), Mt. 
Shuksan in Background - Ira Spring photo 
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International Park 
After a highly visible spring season (see 77ie 

Wild Cascades June 1994) the International Pa rk 
Campaign shifted into research mode. We are 
now await ing the completion of ecological and 
economic research to complete the final proposal. 

To keep the issue visible, in July NCCC staff 
person Kevin Herr ick and Okanogan County 
resident Mark Skat rud teamed up for a lively 
discussion with local wise (ab)use organizers on a 
radio show in Twisp, Washington. KVLR's Dale 
Bennet moderated the cordial and occasionally 
pointed discussion about the internat ional park 
concept. Mixed among a few good questions and 
comments, the wise (ab)use proponents spread 
a b o u t the r egu la r pa rano id mis informat ion 
including the ideas tha t trees destroy air and tha t 
environmentalists have the power and desire to 
t ake everyone 's p roper ty . The i r ideas are 
laughable until you realize more and more people 
are believing them 

Do Two Wrongs 
Make a Right? 

Apparently Mr. Paleck thinks so. A few years 
ago, former Superintendent Reynolds allowed a 
private landowner to hook up to the NPS water 
and sewer system at the Stehekin Landing. With 
NPS assistance and a nice taxpayer subsidy in 
the form of a ready-made and free water and 
sewer system, the developer was able to pu t up a 
two-story building near the Landing. Now word is 
out tha t an adjacent property owner with a mere 
. 11 acre wants to hook up and develop his patch 
of paradise. Though the plot miserably fails to 
qualify as a developable lot, Mr. Paleck holds tha t 
because the other land owner received special 
t r ea tment , the la tes t applicant should receive 
similar treatment. Is the NPS in the business of 
ma in t a in ing or developing the Lake Chelan 
National Recreation Area? 

Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie 
National Forest 
Travel Management Plan 
The Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest has 
released a draft of the i r long-awaited "Travel 
management plan." At the hear t of the issue is 
the dramatic decrease in logging revenues which 
has in tu rn helped create a budget crisis for road 
maintenance. The USFS appears to be advocating 
a general closing of l i t t le-used Forest roads, 
primarily short logging spurs tha t have outlived 
the i r usefulness. In some cases, maintenance 
standards are reduced. And in all too few places, 
roads may be converted to trails. Several roads 
will be gated for wildlife protection. The cost of 
decommissioning roads is substantial (removing 
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culverts, etc.) so we may continue to see alders 
taking over some roads which access hiking tails. 

As a comprehensive document on travel, this is 
not. There is no wr i t ten descriptive materials 
other t han road closure hsts. There are gloriously 
descriptive huge color plotted maps but they are 
only available in the FS offices. No obvious 
c h a n g e s to t h e t r a i l sys tem a re evident . 
Comments from the NCCC and its members need 
to be developed a t this preliminary stage of Forest 
Service planning. If road closures touch your hot 
button, please call the office at 343-2312 or drop 
us a line with your opinions. 

Marc Bardsley, President, NCCC-
Advocate 

Eastern Growth Planning 
Hearings Board Upholds Petitions 

The petitions brought by 12 citizen groups, 
including the NCCC, the state of Washington and 
the Yakama* Indian Nation in their appeals were 
upheld by the Eastern Growth Planning Hearings 
Board in a decision signed August 8. A loose 
coalition of environmental groups represented by 
1000 Fr iends of Washington and the NCCC's 
Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund attorney Stephan 
Volker appealed the county's in te r im growth 
management plans due to inadequate protection 
for agr icul tura l , forest, minera l , and critical 
habi ta t areas. 

The Hearings Board found tha t Chelan County 
Resolution fails to: 

1. Assure the conservation of forest lands. 
2. A s s u r e t h e conserva t ion of mine ra l 

resource lands. 
3. A d e q u a t e l y de s igna t e cr i t ica l a r ea s , 

including aquifer recharge areas, wetlands, fish 
and wildlife habi tat conservation areas. 

4. P r o t e c t F i s h a n d Wildlife H a b i t a t 
Conservation areas, including breeding habi ta ts , 
winter range, riparian areas, nesting and roosting 
s i tes , cr i t ical w i n t e r r a n g e a n d movemen t 
corridors. 

5. Designate and protect agricultural lands. 

On hea r ing of t he decision, Eric Phillips, 
p r e s i d e n t of t h e Nor th Cen t r a l Washington 
Audubon Society said, "I am happy t h a t local 
g roups a n d indiv iduals could p re sen t the i r 
concerns a n d be hea rd . We now have the 
opportunity for Chelan County to pu t together a 
reasonable plan drawn up by citizens of Chelan 
County. We look forward to working with and 
assisting with the development of a final plan." 

The Hear ings Board gave the county until 
December 8, 1994 to correct the problems. The 
word on the s t ree t is t h a t the commissioners 
in tend to ignore the order and reap the local 

political benefits of thumbing their noses at the 
government. 
* The Yakama Indian Nation has changed the 
spelling of its name from Yakima to Yakama. 

Sherer Bulkhead 
Removal 

In keeping with an out-of-court settlement 
with NCCC, Chelan County will soon remove the 
Sherer bulkhead on the Stehekin River. The 
operation is scheduled for low water in October. 

Overflights in Wilderness 
Areas and National Parks 

The North Cascades Conservation Council has 
been active in the past to end the brutal assaults 
on our biological audio systems from deafening 
decibels of military aircraft flying low over the 
Cascade Range. Whether we have made any 
impact or not is a moot question. However, there 
appears to be relief in s ight as h ikers and 
climbers may have noted this past summer. 

A welcome change has come about a t the 
Whidbey Naval Air Station. The A-6E attack jet 
a i rplanes s tat ioned a t Whidbey have become 
victims of cost cutting and are being retired. These 
are the planes tha t required low altitude flights in 
combat, and the p lanes t h a t d i s tu rbed the 
wilderness peace. Two different planes will be 
replacements a t Whidbey NAS. The first of these 
is the P-3 Orion. The Orion is a propeller driven 
plane used to h u n t out submar ines and do 
marit ime patrols. I t may cause problems along 
the wilderness beach but not through the Cascade 
wilderness. The other plane to be introduced to 
Whidbey is the AE-6B, a look alike to the attack 
jet airplane but with a different mission: it is a 
radar-jamming jet which needs to be a t higher 
alt i tudes than its predecessor. Thus we should 
find both new planes a welcome substi tute, bu t 
not a total answer. 

In 1991 Whidbey NAS was placed on the hi t 
list for closure. Local people and politicians as 
well as the command a t Whidbey did a first-rate 
public relations job and prevented it from being 
shut down. This coming year the "independent" 
commission will be once again looking for military 
installations to close. Whidbey Island is in a 
nervous frenzy at this time worrying that they will 
be fingered. 

In the meantime if you see jet airplanes flying 
over our wilderness areas disturbing your peace, 
report this to the office of the North Cascades 
Conservation Council at 343-2312. 

— Phil Zalesky - Board Member-Advocate 
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GEA Report Debunks 
Hysteria Over Grizzly 
Recreation Impacts 

The Greater Ecosystem Alliance released a 
report on the effect of grizzly bear management on 
recreational use of public lands in the West. The 
report utilized information compiled from 16 
national forests and two national parks which 
have been involved with grizzly bear recovery 
efforts. 

The research was conducted in response to 
public perception that managing the Cascades for 
bear recovery will impact recreation use by 
causing trails and backcountry to be put off limits. 
Some have even portrayed grizzly bear 
management as an attempt to "lock out" the 
public, or as a government takeover bid. 

The research found that grizzly bear 
management has had virtually no effect on 
recreation access even where substantial bear 
populations exist, such as Montana's Flathead 
National Forest. The highest impact to recreation 
(in fact, more than double that of any other 
jurisdiction) was in Yellowstone National Park. 
But even in Yellowstone, less than 4% of the 
park's trail and campground potential has been 
impacted by grizzly bear management in any 
year. The average over all of parks and forests 
was less than half a percent recreation 
opportunity impacted. 

The North Cascades Ecosystem of Washington 
has a population of 10-20 grizzly bears, according 
to Washington Fish and Wildlife research. The 
area was recently designated as a formal recovery 
area for grizzly bears, joining five other areas in 
the lower 48 states. 

Matt Norton, Coordinator of GEA's Grizzly 
Bear Campaign, note that, "There is no reason for 
people to fear a loss of recreation opportunity in 
the Cascades. A long track record from other 
grizzly bear ecosystems shows that bear 
management does not cause significant trial or 
campsite closures." 

near structures, and residents cleaned up debris 
around their homes. 

Before the fires were even contained, the forest 
industry launched a full blown media campaign to 
build a case for massive clearcutting under the 
guise of salvage sales. NCCC and other 
environmental groups agree that some selective 
salvage in already roaded areas may be 
appropriate. However a wholesale clearcutting of 
burned areas would be akin to violently ripping 
bandages off a patient just sutured up after 
surgery. 

Industry calls for salvage sales are based on 
the idea that dead and dying trees are bad trees. 
Dead trees are in fact an integral part of the living 
forest. They provide homes and hunting grounds 
for over 60 Cascade terrestrial vertebrate wildlife 
species including insect feeding birds, squirrels, 
mice, owls, marten, and bear. Fallen dead trees 
and the roots of standing trees also form natural 
dams and terraces that help contain soil runoff 
and flooding that often occurs after dry area fires. 
They also provide much needed organic material 
for new forest growth. The Forest Service is 
already planning to spend thousands of dollars to 
stem flooding and speed the regeneration of the 
forest. Why exacerbate the problems with salvage 
logging? 

. . .The forest industry can't 
stand that the big secret is leaking out: 
fire keeps forests healthy, clearcuts 
don't. 

The industry is also capitalizing on the 
impression that every tree in the fire area was 
killed or injured by fire. In fact only a few areas 
were severely burned; most areas burned in a 
spotty mosaic of intensity from zero burn to 100 
percent burn. Fire ecologists have pointed out that 
trees with even as much as 60 percent of their 
needles and bark burned will survive and 
continue to grow. It seems the forest industry 
can't stand that the big secret is leaking out: fire 
keeps forests healthy, clearcuts don't. 

The Fires of 1994 
and the Future 

Contrary to some national media reports, the 
town of Chelan was not torched by the summers 
fires. However tens of thousands of east side 
forest acreage did experience some degree of 
burning. Fires in the Entiat and Leavenworth 
areas consumed a few houses. A number of fires 
burned in the Pasayten. And in Stehekin, the 
Boulder Creek fire approached but did not enter 
the lower valley. Due to the potential for a large 
burn, fire fighters laid hose lines and sprinklers 

North Cascade Glacier 
Climate Project 

Mauri S. Pelto, Director of the North Cascades 
Glacier Climate Project received two generous 
donations of slides from NCCC members showing 
glacier changes in the North Cascades. He is 
particularly interested in small out-of the-way 
glaciers that are particularly sensitive to climate. 
Usually these glaciers are documented only by 
climbers. Please send slides to Mauri S. Pelto, 
North Cascade Glacier Climate Project, Nichols 
College, Dudley, MA. 01571. 
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Hunting — Poaching of Bears 
Related to Asian Health Problems 
and Sagging Testosterone Levels 

The hunt ing and poaching of bears and other 
wildlife is reaching a new height according to a 
recent article in t h e Seattle-Post Intelligencer 
(September 6, 1994). 

". . The marke t for Asian medicines — used 
for thousands of years in Asia to t rea t a variety of 
ailments — has expanded in the United States 
because of increased immigra t ion from Asia, 
increased trade with China and a growing interest 
in n o n t r a d i t i o n a l h e a l t h care , according to 
TRAFFIC USA, the wildlife trade monitoring arm 
of the World Wildlife Fund in Washington, D C . 

. . . The poaching-hunting of bears represents 
a growing problem throughout the United States 
a n d Canada . A $2 billion global m a r k e t for 
t r a d i t i o n a l As i an m e d i c i n e s m a d e from 
gallbladders and other bear parts has turned the 
North American black bear into a prized target for 
poachers looking to make a quick buck. 

. . .Wildlife authori t ies in some states — 
including Washington, Oregon and Alaska — 
report an increase in bear poaching. But because 
wildlife laws vary from state to state and there is 
no federal agency overseeing their enforcement, it 
is impossible to accurately measure the extent of 
the problem nationwide, said F rank Shoemaker, 
a special agent with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service in Arlington, Va. 

. . .Conservationists say the hodgepodge of 
state regulations on bear hunting and sale of bear 
par t s makes it difficult to nab poachers unless 
they are caught in the act. The sale of bear par ts 
is legal in eight states, including Idaho, providing 
loopholes for people who get caught and claim 
they killed or bought the parts legally." 

Hun t ing and poaching of bea r s in a reas 
adjacent to the North Cascades National Park, 
and in the Lake Chelan National Recreation Area 
will no doubt reflect this trend. The National Park 
Service needs to address the issue, as does the 
state Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
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Log It: The Fores t Service's 
Answer to Your Every Fores t 

P r o b l e m 
by Sara Folger 

. . . . The Forest Service claims to have the 
answer to excessive fuels on the forest floor, and 
ladder fuels on trees beset by insects or disease. 
"Log it" is the Forest Service's answer. Got a 
problem? Log it. Got a problem with fuel-loading, 
over-stocked stands, partially burned forests? Log 
it (euphemism: "thin" and "salvage log"). Yes, log 
it off now, before burned trees rot and before 
another fire comes through. 

Not surprising is that this chainsaw solution 
would expand the Forest Service's timber program 
by salvage, thinning, and other fuel abatement 
projects in public forests. Not surprising is the 
"wise use" rhetoric which blasts conservationists 
for slowing down the clearcutting of our national 
forests and "causing" the fires. And curiously 
timed with the attacks on conservationists is 
saturation advertising campaigns by Pacific 
Northwest timber companies supporting the 
Forest Service in logging the forests back to 
"health." 

Also not surprising is the failure of land 
managers to mention that the new "thin from 
below" solution to fire hazard was preceded over 
the past several decades by a "thin from above." 
It seems only yesterday that the Forest Service 
wanted to log off the "overstory" as a solution to 
overstocking and "to release young stands" of 
understory trees. The Forest Service solution took 
out most of the large old fire-resistant trees across 
broad landscapes and superseded native pine 
forests with fir-dominated same-aged stands of 
trees. In some 1994 fire areas, stands that have 
been thinned to evenly-spaced, even-aged 
condition have burned hotter and faster than 
older, more structurally diverse, less manipulated 
forest stands. . . 

. . Forest Service decisions continue to reflect 
hubris rather the weather. The Forest Service 
wants the public to believe that all will be well if 
only we trust the agency to try just one more time 
to implement forest policies that respond with a 
chainsaw to any situation. It is interesting that 
this response is the sort of thing that got us where 
we are today, even after nature has so often 
proven these policies to be flawed. 

Excerpted from Transitions, publication of the 
Inland Empire Pubhc Lands Council, July/August, 
1994, pg. 4. 

Is Smokey for Real? Virtual 
Reality? or Show Biz? 

Irate Birdwatcher 

(EDITOR: The Irate Birdwatcher comments on 
Show Biz and Smokey. . .) 

Fellow name of Compton has a regular 
show on the Seattle teevee, and there's 
evidence he's got more on top of his 
shoulders than hair and a pair of glasses. 
But he did a program on fires and raised my 
eyebrows when he referred to "the holocaust 
that destroyed Yellowstone National Park." 
Had he been talking in a theater, me in the 
audience, I'd have hooted, "Hey Mr. 
Compton, what is there now, a great big 
hole in the ground?" Friend of mine was at 
the Yellowstone barbecue, and he tells me 
they had a fine old time watching the flames 
do a very commendable job of repairing 
damage done by a century of Smokeys. 

Mr. Compton had a couple Experts in 
front of his camera. One was a Forest 
Service "Fire Manager." The other was a 
"Fire Ecologist." I won't say much about her 
because she had a nice smile and passed 
along such information as there are fires 
that burn on the top of the ground, and 
others that burn underground, and some 
that burn close to the ground, and some 
that burn way up high in what ecologists 
call the "crown." Good stuff for the likes of 
Mr. Compton to know. 

The "Manager," I recognized him, all 
right. The smartest thing he said was that 
the damage in forest fire smoke is the 
carbon monoxide. Breathe enough of that 
and "the first thing that goes is your 
reason." Explains why Smokey Bear wears 
the funny hat and has the vacant eyes. 

That "Manager," he's what comes of 
having Professors of Fire-Fighting in the 
College of Forestry. You pay professors to 
give lectures on how many angels can dance 
on the head of a pin and what they do is 
teach students who get degrees and become 
professors who give lectures on how many 
angels. . . . Too much carbon monoxide. 

This here "Manager" informed Mr. 
Compton, 'You tell us what you want from a 
forest and we can manage the ecosystem to 
get it. We can make the ecosystem do 
a n y t h i n g we te l l i t . Bu t t h e 
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e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s have got to l e t u s 
manage. Leave it to Nature and you'll end 
up with something nobody wants." 

La-dee-da. That 's why the wilderness is 
such an ugly mess. Nature! 

* * * 

Another good teevee show I saw th is 
week was on t h e 1938 New England 
hurricane, which had a family interest for 
me because it uprooted my grandfather 's 
cherished apple t rees , from which on a 
winter night I was privileged to pick fruit for 
the adults playing whist. Recall when the 
"Peaceful Atom" was proposed to be used to 
dig a canal connecting Puge t Sound to 
Grays' Harbor? They also were noodling how 
to use bombs to clean up the mess Nature 
made of the weather. They wanted to t ra in 
people as Hurricane Managers. Heads tha t 
hadn ' t been exposed to too much radiation 
(as harmful as smoke) pointed out t h a t 
rainfall accompanying hurr icanes is what 
makes agriculture possible in much of the 
United States. Nature may be stupid but a t 
least She doesn't inhale too much carbon 
monoxide. You have to go to college and get 
a job with the Forest Service for that. 

Chelan County Commissioners Go 
for a Slam Dunk on Right Wing 

Catron County Ordinances 

Kevin Herrick 

Over the objections of local citizens and 
Commissioner Tom Green , Che l an County 
Commissioners John Wall and J im Meyers have 
scheduled a public hearing on broad new county 
governing ordinances modeled after Catron 
County, New Mexico ordinances. 

A secret g roup of c i t izens draf ted the 
ordinances and supporting documents over the 
past year. (See Pa t Rasmussen's article in TTie 
Wild Cascades, J u n e 1994.) The ord inances 
purport to protect local custom and cul ture by 
requiring state and federal government agencies 
to coordinate and cooperate with county officials 
when making decisions that affect the county. 

In reali ty, the ordinances are a concerted 
a t t a c k on our na t ion ' s civic s t ruc tu re , the 
Endangered Species Act, public lands, and the 
public's ability to regulate private land use. They 
actually a t t emp t to place the county in the 
position of gatekeeper on a wide range of federal 
land-management decision-making processes. 

Under the ordinance, the county can apply a 
bas i c l i t m u s t e s t to s t a t e a n d federa l 
management decisions and regulations: If they 
adversely affect the culture, customs, or private 
property of any resident, they are illegal. The 
county also c la ims p r imary au thor i ty over 
regulation of a host of envi ronmenta l issues, 
including protection of wetlands, rangeland, and 
endangered species. For ins tance, s ta te and 
federal agencies charged with endangered species 
protection are charged to, "Not develop protective 
or recovery plans if a Chelan County plan is in 
place to conserve species in Chelan County." 

The document concludes with an enforcement 
section t ha t sets up the possibility of a large 
number of people being thrown into jail, including 
even NCCC members and NCNP Superintendent 
Paleck: "Any complaint by a citizen alleging a 
violation of the pr ivate proper ty r igh t s or a 
devaluation of said property protected by this 
Ordinance shall be filed with the prosecuting 
attorney of Chelan County, who within 30 days of 
such filing shall determine whether a criminal 
action shal l be b rought aga ins t any person, 
including bu t not limited to any person acting 
under the color of law as an employee of any 
federal or (sic) state governmental agencies. . ." 
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As legal documents, Catron County ordinance 
is vague and severely lacking logical continuity. It 
is written on the basis of magnificent leaps of 
faith connecting select parts of the National 
Environmental Protection Act, the Constitution, 
Alexis de Toqueville, and the Articles of 
Confederation (Yes, the Articles were replaced by 
the U.S. Constritution a few yeare ago.) Not 
surprisingly, similar ordinances passed by 
Boundary County, Idaho, were recently declared 
unconstitutional by Idaho courts. 

Such decisions do not faze core Catron 
supporters. Their agenda appears to reach beyond 
testing their ideas in court. At a July 1993 Pasco, 
Washington meeting, New Mexico attorney Jim 
Catron held forth on how the Civil War had 
damaged the principals of weak central 
government and individual rights. 

On a practical level, if enough counties pass 
these ordinances, those seeking to weaken federal 
environmental protection will be able to carry a 
powerful popular statement to Washington, DC. 
to use as a battering ram on the Endangered 
Species Act and in support of radical property 
rights legislation. Corporate America will delight 
in having the support of a real grass-roots 
network reaching back to the county level in its 
fight to destroy pesky environmental regulations. 

This wise-use movement campaign cannot be 
ignored and wished away. The leaders are 
cultivating and taking advantage of a sense of 
disenfranchisement from government that, 
whether real or imagined, has been organized into 
a politically powerful force. As a political force 
that is aimed at destroying the environmental 
gains of the last 50 years, it is one that we must 
meet with political action. 

Wise (ab)use politics are not limited to 
eas tern Washington. From the suburban 
neighborhood of Seattle, to Chelan County and 
reaching across to the Atlantic, wise-use 
organizers are eating away at the laws and 
regulations that make life livable. 

NCCC urges you to speak up and 
participate in your local government. 

LETTERS 

September 9, 1994 
Editor, The Wild Cascades 

Dear Editor: 
After awaiting for years the draft E.I.S 

on the Park Service's management plan for 
Stehekin, the product was predictable. The 
airport stays, the bureaucracy will get 
bigger, and be housed near the airport, and 
the firewood will still come out of the valley, 
camouflaged as fire suppress ion . 
Construction on private land will continue 
apace and the Park Service will rush to 
supply the amenities. Oh, it's not all bad. 
For one thing the road to Cottonwood will be 
shortened. 

It is time to utter the "N" word. The 
Stehekin valley and the down-lake country 
to Prince Creek and 25-Mile Creek will never 
heal until they are added to the North 
Cascades National Park. We will still have 
the same old, gutless Park Service running 
the show, but we will have stronger rules to 
defend. Don't expect them to ask for the 
change, though. That is where we must 
come in. 

Sincerely, 

Richard J. Brooks 
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FINALLY: 

THE LAKE CHELAN NRA DRAFT PLAN IS HERE 
NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT--

WRITE - RIGHT NOW 

The Stehekin Airstrip. An unsightly scar on the landscape, given to 
unseemly sounds. Kevin Herrick photo 
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WHERE WE STAND: 
The NCCC and the NPS Preliminary Draft Plan 

Dave Fluharty 

The Stehekin Valley is a t the hea r t of the 
North Cascades. Ecologically, it is the most intact 
large watershed on the whole eastern slope of the 
range. Historically, it has suffered innumerable 
insults bu t in most cases is being restored by 
time and nature. The Stehekin Valley can recover 
under careful management or it can continue to 
be developed and degraded. The Stehekin Valley 
is a t the hea r t of the fight over preservat ion 
v e r s u s d e v e l o p m e n t of r e m o t e Cascade 
landscapes. Nowhere is the fight clearer than in 
the Draft General Management Plan for Lake 
Chelan National Recreation Area (LCNRA). At 
this critical moment, NCCC members and friends 
must once again rally to protect the heart land — 
attend hearings and write letters. 

Photo - Lake Chelan Lakeshore Tra i l -
Dick Brooks photo 

It is highly recommended tha t you obtain a copy of the EIS Plan. However, 
this document could hardly have been constructed in a less helpful way for 
making comparisons among al ternat ives . The diagrams especially are 
ferreted around in the document in a helter-skelter manner . The NCCC 
Board analysis team has attempted to synthesize the major elements of the 
response in what follows. We invite your questions and observations. 

Historical Background 
Proposals to log the Stehekin Valley were the catalyst for the formation of North Cascades 

Conservation Council and the core of the proposal to protect the North Cascades in a nat ional park. 
Congress agreed, and established the National Park Service as manager of LCNRA. Much has been 
done by the NPS to protect the area. Land has been purchased by the NPS to thwar t development. 
Park-managed concessions have gradually improved their public services. Random firewood-cutting 
has been reduced in scale but still offends the NPS nation-wide policy-practice. Prescribed fire is 
being used to mimic the natural fire regime. 

Much remains to be done to provide adequate protection. Year-round population in the valley 
has increased a t least threefold, and visitation grows. The number of buildings on private lands 
continue to increase and thereby transform the environment from rural to suburban. The Stehekin 
Valley Road has expanded from a one-lane track to a two-lane road. Gravel has been mined from 
the landscape to fuel road improvement mania. 

When the NPS began to develop its General Management Plan for LCNRA in the mid-1980s, 
NCCC pushed hard to ensure a plan tha t would protect management actions on the Stehekin Valley 
environment. The NCCC won a Consent Decree in which the NPS agreed to perform studies needed 
to revise its GMP and to analyze the full environmental impacts of its management actions. 
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The final question is: Does the GMP and the EIS meet not only the statutory requirements of 
the NPS but are r ight for the land, and visitors and for future generations? The answer is yes and 
no! The GMP hsts alternatives t ha t are the right ones, bu t its choice of preferred alternative point 
in the direction of the s ta tus quo. The NCCC Board has reviewed the alternatives. Guiding the 
NCCC selection process are some simple principles: 

Does the alternative protect the wilderness character of the area? 
Does the alternative provide for visitor access and needs? 

Land Protection (Acquisition) 
The NPS would adopt an al ternative tha t is a demonstrated policy for failure. It relies on 

Chelan County adopting ordinances tha t the county has traditionally rejected. Chelan County is 
liberal in the exemptions it grants to its already loose standards, and its enforcement of regulations 
is spotty a t best. The NPS-preferred alternative would allow considerable expansion of residences 
being built. Amazingly, the NPS ranks most lands along the lake shore as low priority for purchase. 
It claims this is an oversight, but NCCC wonders why such a glitch was missed by the experts in 
the Park and Denver Service Center. 

In the view of NCCC, a policy of land protection must be applied aggressively to purchase 
undeveloped lands, lands in environmentally sensitive areas, and lands needed by visitors. The 
NPS should purchase lands t h a t meet these categories, restore them when they have been 
degraded. This policy will provide a sufficient land base for a small, vibrant community composed 
of long-term residents, newcomers and NPS employees. Regarding tax-base questions, the existence 
of the LCNRA brings substantial benefits to Chelan County and other eastside counties of nearly 
$10 million per year. 

The NPS is required to identify lands for exchange in the plan. The previous GMP selection of 
exchange lands was so haphazard tha t it was a major sticking point for NCCC and helped to 
generate our suit. This time the NPS Geographic Information System (GIS) computer was used to 
generate the list of potential land exchange. Some of these sites make sense. The most alarming 
par t of the analysis by GIS is the identification as eligible for exchange of little squiggles of land in 
the vicinity of the Courtney ranch as well as unconnected properties in the vicinity of the airstrip. 
NCCC has been assured tha t some of these are "artifacts" (glitches in common vernacular) of the 
GIS and would not be considered. Still, they show up on maps reviewed time and time again by 
NPS expert staff. What are we to believe? 

Stehekin Valley Road 
The alternatives analyzed for management of the Stehekin Valley Road include closure a t the 

Stehekin Landing, closure a t High Bridge, closure a t Bridge Creek and continued operation to 
Cottonwood Camp. The NPS-proposed action is to close the road at Bridge Creek citing cost of 
maintenance, liability for accidents, and environmental impact. NCCC supports the option to close 
the road at High Bridge. By closing the road to cars, it is possible to reestablish wilderness in the 
upper Stehekin Valley. Though it closes off eastside day-use access to places like Cascade Pass, it 
offers tremendous opportunities for dispersed recreation use in lowland and mid-level areas tha t are 
not so sensitive to overuse. 

NCCC takes this position advisedly. The overwhelming factor influencing the decision is the 
incredible increase in road access to the central Cascades tha t has occurred since the establishment 
of North Cascades National Park. The most egregious of these roads is the North Cross-State 
Highway (Hwy. 20). Not existent in 1968, it opened in 1972, bisecting the longest s tretch of 
mountain wilderness in the United States. Closing the upper Stehekin Valley Road helps recover 
loss of wilderness. NCCC must take the lead in efforts to restore wilderness to the Cascades. 

NPS data on use of the upper Stehekin Valley Road show that about 3 percent of all visitors use 
tha t area at present. Some people ride the shuttle up to Cottonwood and back and others use the 
service for day hikes. Under the NCCC proposal day-hiking could still continue but some of the 
destinations would not longer be as accessible. Overall, NCCC finds t ha t the costs of keeping the 
road in dollar terms and environmental terms outweigh the benefit of mamtaining the upper road is 
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Centerfold Map 

The upper map shows NPS proposed hazard fuel reduction areas with possible 
new logging roads. 

The lower map shows blocks of private property. The blacked in portions 
represent the percentage increase of building possible in the block relative to 
the amount of building presently in the block. Calculations were made based 
on existing buildings and the structures that could be added under county 
ordinances the NPS proposes to follow. 

Under county zoning, 150 to 230 new residences could be added to the valley. 



enormous in terms of dollars spent and use of nonrenewable resources like gravel. The cost In order 
to br ing the road and culverts to federal highway administration standards would be easily $3.5 
million dollars and probably more based on forest road construction costs. 

Company Creek Road/ River Impacts 
The NPS proposes to take major action to stabilize the course of the Stehekin River in order to 

protect the Company Creek Road from further erosion (a contradiction in policy stated elsewhere). 
This action is of questionable merit. NCCC believes tha t more modest road relocation approach 
would prove most cost and environmentally effective and would allow the NPS to main ta in a 
"hands-off' approach to river management. 

Airstrip 
The NPS proposes to continue to operate the Stehekin airstrip under a special use permit to the 

Washington State Department of Transportation. We must object to this in the strongest terms we 
know. 

The NPS does virtually no evaluation of the ecological disturbance caused by the existence of the 
airstrip or safety and risk factors associated with its use. The NPS meekly declares t ha t i t has an 
obligation to continue the special use permit. The is a politically hot issue, yet the NPS has a 
professional responsibility to protect the environment from significant impairment which is precisely 
what the airstrip causes. 

The airstrip should never have been built and must now be closed, and the area restored to its 
original vegetative cover. Helicopter rescues and other emergency related use of the airstrip do not 
require such a large area. I t is a breeding ground tha t encourages spread of exotic plants throughout 
the valley. The best beaver habi tat in the valley is located there. It is the biggest human-caused 
scar in the North Cascades landscape, with the exception of the Holden mine tailings, and even 
those are being rehabilitated. The strip should be closed on ecological and safety grounds (at least 
four deaths have occurred in plane crashes on the strip). If the ecological reasons are not clear 
enough to the NPS, liability issues ought to be more convincing. 

Stehekin River and Riparian Areas 
The NPS-proposed policy of non-manipulation of the Stehekin River is somewhat contradicted by 

its proposals to control erosion on the Company Creek Road but the overall direction is a good one. 
The NPS would discourage river manipulation by private land owners but it would only intervene if 
such actions damaged NPS resources. Because almost any manipulat ion of the r iver banks or 
channel would resul t in damage to the NPS resources, the NPS would be a major factor in 
protecting the river. Tell the NPS to protect a free Stehekin River. 

The NPS is also asked under the Consent Decree with NCCC to explore the designation of the 
Stehekin River under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 
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Sand, Rock and Gravel 

The NPS insists on maintaining the existing 
g ian t gravel p i t for i t s own opera t ions 
(Alternative B). Over-liberal application of 
gravel can be seen in the ever-expanding 
roadbed. NCCC argues it is necessary to stop 
slxipmining the Stehekin. Barge gravel and 
rock from outside the valley as was done to 
build the Stehekin School and to stabilize the 
Stehekin Road at 8-Mile. Import of gravel and 
rock may cost more but preserves the integrity 
of the environment. 

The Stehekin Gravel pit is a major scar visible 
from the Rainbow Trail. 
Kevin Herrick photo 

Forest Fuel Reduction 
The NPS proposes use of prescribed na ture fire (as opposed to "un" prescribed or "un" natura l 

fire) on valley walls and up-valley from High bridge. NCCC assumes th is means minimal 
intervention in the na tura l fire regime and supports this NPS policy. Below High Bridge the NPS 
proposes to continue a prescribed fire regime but augment it with "selective manual thinning" to 
reduce fuel strategically and to provide firewood for Stehekin residents. NCCC strongly urges the 
NPS not to link fire management programs with firewood management. NCCC cannot condone 
selective cutting as a fire management tool in an NPS managed area. Nature doesn't do it. The 
presen t GMP document is totally inadequa te a t explaining the NPS intent . Requests for 
clarification from the NPS have resulted in a "stone-wall" type of NPS response. The NPS says the 
detail NCCC needs will be provided in the Implementation Plans to be released after the Final 
GMP is produced. Trust us, says the NPS! 

Firewood Management. 
The NPS envisions supplying firewood to local residents as a consequence of the selective cutting 

for fire management purposes only after hazard trees, blowdowns, in developed areas are utilized 

The NCCC resists the idea of using trees from fire management efforts. NCCC agrees with the 
EIS tha t any firewood supplied should be done at fair market value ra ther than set fee basis. The 
NPS does not retain the requirement tha t wood supplied from public lands be burned in energy-
efficient stove. Finally, firewood should be studied as par t of a comprehensive energy picture. No 
roads, even temporary roads, should be built to access firewood. 

page 17 • The Wild C a s c a d e s 



NCCC remains firmly opposed to the current firewood woodlot program tha t is currently cutting 
the largest, most beautiful stand of t rees in the lower Stehekin Valley. Not only is the activity 
extremely dangerous bu t it destroys significant r a r e hab i ta t type. After near ly 10 years of 
management in the woodlots, the tree regeneration rate is pathetic. 

NCCC remains firmly opposed to the current firewood woodlot 
program that is currently cutting the largest, most beautiful 
stand of trees in the lower Stehekin Valley. This six-foot high 
stump left by a woodcutter reflects on the firewood management 
policy of the NPS. Dick Brooks photo 

Stehekin Landing and Valley Development Concept Plan 
The NPS- proposed management approach is essentially the status quo. The NPS blithely 

plops a large overnight lodge in the woods south of the Golden West, throws up an employee 
housing complex in the same location and scatters five housekeeping cabins up above. There is no 
discussion of wa te r supply, sewage t r ea tmen t p lans or the i r envi ronmenta l impacts. I t is 
impossible to know what is really proposed for the Landing area. Costs of developments are not 
projected well. They are exorbitant. In Alternative B, $350,000, Alternative C would cost $700,00 
per 3-bedroom residential housing unit. Mind-boggling. 

Conclusion 
NCCC got its new GMP and EIS., Aside from its quirky organization, the GMP represents a 

quantum leap in terms of information for management over the earlier version. 

NCCC members and friends are urged to press the NPS to use the environmental analyses it 
has to reinforce its decisions: to mount an aggressive policy of purchase of environmentally sensitive 
lands and lands critical to the visitor experience, to close the unsafe and environmentally disastrous 
airstrip, and to close the Stehekin Road at High Bridge to motorized traffic. Finally, the NPS must 
be forced to clarify its forest fuel reduction and firewood management proposals. 

NCCC members and friends are urged to encourage the NPS to continue to develop proposals: 
for wilderness management to control backcountry grazing and stock use impact and evaluate the 
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role of campfires; for excellent interpretive programs tha t take into account boat travel as the key 
mode of visitation; improve the character of the Stehekin Valley Road in the lower valley; to stop 
manipulation of the Stehekin River and to maintain a small vital community interested in serving 
the pubhc ra ther than private interests. 

If these concepts and actions can become the management policies for the NPS for the next 10 to 
20 years in the Lake Chelan National Recreation Area, the American pubhc stands a chance of 
retaining the truly magnificent hear t of the North Cascades for ail generation. If these ideals are 
compromised or fail in implementation, so is our future as a nation and as individuals. 

Write Right Now! 
Letters from the commenting public will not be accepted after November 1,1994. 

Letters matter. They are important. They are effective. 

Address letters to: 
Superintendent North Cascades National Park Complex 2105 Highway 20 
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284-1799 

Send copies to: 
Your Senator 
Washington, D C . 20510 

Your Congressperson 
Washington, D C . 20515 

JOIN THE NORTH CASCADES 
CONSERVATIONCOUNCIL 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 

$10: Low income/student 
$20: Regular 
$25: Family 
$50: Contributing 
$100: Pat ron 
$1000: Sustaining 
$500: Life Membership 

Name: 

Street: 

C i t y : _ 

State: Zip_ 

Send to: 

Membership Chair 
Laura Zalesky 
2433 Del Campo Drive 
Everett , WA 98208 
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Getting to Stehekin 
Carolyn McConnell 

Buckner Orchard - Kevin Herrick photo 

Getting to Stehekin is always an act 
of faith. Faith that no matter how frought 
with peril and frustration the trip is it is 
possible to get there, and faith that the 
destination is worth all that trouble. The 
journey has always seemed like a 
pilgrimage, whose length and difficulty 
purifies for the enrty into paradise. 

The difficulty if getting to Stehekin 
and the demands of the outside world kept 
me from Stehekin for close to eight years. It 
took the horror of a summer and a winter in 
Hoboken, New Jersey to let me know is was 
time to return to Stehekin. As my 
grandfather always said, "We McConnells 
come to Stehekin to heal. So I came to 
Stehekin this spring carrying an immense 
baggage of wounds and nostalgia. Would 
Stehekin still carry enough magic to cure? 

It did and does, and I carry away from this summer enough joy, enough memories of the 
river's polyphonic chuckle, the fingers of dawn on McGregor, and the head of the lake's resident 
Great Blue herons to carry me through an entire winter in Baltimore. Though Stehekin is not 
"What America Was," it holds enough fragments of what America has lost and could be inspire 
hosts of mythmakers, along with enough grandeur and peculiar beauty that even in an unspoiled 
world it would be unique. The wonderful combination of a spectacularly deep valley, towering crags, 
sparkling river, a natural community awesome in its richness and diversity, and a human 
community that for all its flaws is still human-sized and gentle as a matchless treasure. 

Yet the magic is more threatened than ever. 

The demise of Stehekin is not something that will suddenly happen tomorrow or the day 
after of the day after in a howl of chainsaws and bulldozers. There will be no event we will point to 
and say, "That is the end." But if things continue as they are, in twenty years we will suddenly 
look up and notice that Stehekin is no more though no one saw at just what moment it took its last 
breath. 

The tragedy of Stehekin is unfolding with the agonizing slowness and invisibility of the 
movement of the hands of a clock, only to be seen by watching for a long time. But almost no one 
has been watching long enough to notice that forty years ago there were hardly any houses defacing 
the lakefront, no suburban ghetto behind the bakery, no double-lane paved road, no gravel pit, no 
knapweed and no airstrip. Certainly not the wealthy Seattle computer execs who have built homes 
in the valley recently, certainly not the Park Service seasonals who come into the summer and are 
gone, and not the Park Service power structure itself. 
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I have been watching for all my young life, still short yet long enough to see an impressive 
tally of destruction. What I saw with infinite pain this summer were: cars that have proliferated 
wildly in the time I was absent, in part because the Park Service has all but given up on shuttle 
busses; dozens of new houses, especially behind the bakery where the lucky residents can look into 
each other's windows just as if they were home in Manhattan, and where Chelan County only 
recently gave a permit to for a home built on a raised foundation in what is obviously a floodway; so 
many new summerers that I no longer can recognize every car and driver who passes me on the 
road; and a Valley resident who took a dog up to the dedicated wilderness of Cascade Pass under 
the noses of rangers but whom the Park Service hadn't the nerve to ticket. 

If anyone does notice the changes, there are told the destruction is inevitable as the 
movement of the hands of a clock, no one's fault, as blameless and inexorable as time. 

That is a lie. The destruction of the matchless Stehekin Valley is not inevitable and it is 
someone's fault. It is the fault of the agency entrusted with its preservation unimpaired for my 
children's children's children - the Park Service. 

The Park Service has a unique opportunity right now to remedy its past sins and stop the 
slow march of devastation. But it appears that instead of doing so, it is going to continue to gallop 
to the devil. It has written a draft plan that will manage the Lake Chelan National Recreation 
Area for the next twenty years, a plan so full of buried bombs, sneaky language, and sops to 
developers and destroyers that it ought to make even bureaucrats blush. The plan is however just 
a draft plan. So right now your input can make a difference. A very great difference. 

A haven from the inhuman mechanization of urban America is essential not only for those 
lucky enough to visit Stehekin. Its mere existence reminds us of what we have lost getting where 
we are and that where we are is not the only place to be. For me, the simple knowledge that 
Stehekin is will sustain me through many cold East Coast winter. But Stehekin itself must be 
sustained. 

page 21 • The Wild C a s c a d e s 



(EDITOR: Irate Birdwatcher reacts on 
reading article, "Park Service Seeks Partial 
Closing of N. Cascades Road," in the 
Seattle-Post-Intelligencer, 
September 5, 1994.) 

Edgar Bergen and Charlie 
McCarthy in the North 

Cascades 

Irate Birdwatcher 

— All I know is what I read in the papers. 
— Will Rogers 

—History is bunk.— Henry Ford 

— Half of what folks tell you is wrong and 
the rest just ain't so. — Uncle Remus 

"In a 494-page report released without 
fanfare last month, park officials announced 
plans to close the upper seven miles of the 
Stehekin River road. . ." 

Now, class, in this second paragraph of 
a September 5 page one article in the 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer can you spot the 
three violations of the canons of objectivity 
supposed to rule the news section, as 
distinguished from the editorial pages? 

For your homework assignment, find 
two; we'll give you the third for starters: ". . . 
officials announced plans. . ." What the 
Prel iminary Environmental Impact 
Statement (this is a quite different species 
from a "report") does is present alternatives. 
One is to close the road at Stehekin 
Landing. One is to keep it open to 
Cottonwood Camp. Others are to close the 
road at this point or that. These are 
alternatives to be considered and evaluated. 
They are not "plans." 

P-I National Correspondent Joel 
Connelly is a pundit demanding respect, 
ever since he set himself up in business as 
Chief Channeller of Simeon the Stylite (who 
stood on a pillar sixty-eight years). So I dare 
ask, unlike your average environmentalist 
who cowers when Connelly frowns and 
dances when he smiles and genuflects 
without pause, what ax is Joel grinding 
here? 

Aha! "The proposed road cutoff has 
drawn criticism from a Mount Vernon 
physician who fought to create North 
Cascades National Park in the 1960s. . ." 

Why bless my soul, it is none other than 
our old comrade, Dr. Fred Darvill. I sat at 
meetings of the Board several years, 
shoulder to shoulder with Doctor Fred in the 
good fight. To be sure, my mammy used to 
tell me, beware of doctors who wear red 
vests, but I always say if it makes you feel 
good while admiring yourself in a mirror, go 
for it. However, I heard a distant warning 
bell at a Board meeting when he opened a 
critique of a policy the NCCC was 
considering, "Now, my people up North feel. 
. ." My people. . . I hadn't known some of us 
Directors were proconsuls, de facto emperors 
of independent provinces. Grant McConnell 
never spoke of "my people in Chicago," or 
Dave Brower of "my people in California," or 
the editor of The Wild Cascades of "my 
people in Issaquah." I'd thought all NCCC 
people were our people. I never saw Pat 
Goldsworthy wearing a red vest. 

The bell clanged and the sirens wailed 
at a Congressional hearing. Dr. Darvill 
testified in opposition to the NCCC proposal 
for a national park. (Oh, yes, he was for a 
park — but only part way down the 
Stehekin Valley — carefully excluding his 
private property interests farther down the 
valley. What is the word for a person who 
proudly proclaims "I was for a park!" but 
behind the back of his hand mutters "The 
heck with Stehekin — it's mine"? 
"Disingenuous"? What 's the legal 
incantation — "the truth, the whole truth. . 
."? And what about journal is t ic 
responsibility?) Darvill gave no advance 
notice, not the courtesy of letting President 
Pat know what he was up to. It was his 
perfect right to dissent, even in public. 
However, he took pains to inform the 
Congress and the press that he was a 
director of the NCCC. 

Judge that for yourself, friends. We 
continued polite, no reference to his attempt 
to promote himself to independent Emperor 
of the North. However, when he stood for 
reelection to the Board, he was defeated. No 
campaign against him. No discussion about 
it. Independently we simply cast blackballs. 
He wasn't our sort. 

He went off to write guidebooks in 
praise of highways and lesser roads which 
made wilderness "accessible." He founded a 
new empire but nobody joined. He became 

Continued on page 27 
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Trading Trees for Stumps? 

RickMcGuire 

The Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest has recently sent out "scoping" 
documents soliciting comments on a proposed land exchange with the Weyerhaeuser 
Timber Company. Though not final, the exchange would trade close to 7000 acres of 
tree-covered national forest land near the town of Greenwater, north of Mt. Rainier, 
for approximately 30,000 acres of mostly logged-off Weyerhaeuser lands. Some 
members of the conservation community have questioned the advisability of this. 
Even though the Forest Service stands to gain four to five acres for each acre traded 
away, serious questions have been raised as to why they are trading trees for 
stumps. 

This land exchange would be the latest in a series stretching back several decades. 
Land ownership patterns in the central Cascade mountains have since the beginning 
been cursed with the "checkerboard" legacy of the 1864 Northern Pacific Land Grant, 
the gift of the U.S. government to the wealthy financiers who backed the 
construction of the Northern Pacific Railroad. Many other railroads were 
subsequently built without such public largesse, but the public has been stuck with 
the results of the 1864 giveaway ever since. The United States Supreme Court came 
within one vote of declaring the grant unconstitutional in 1940, and that's as close as 
anyone has ever come to fixing the problem. 

One glance at a map of the Snoqualmie National Forest from the 1950s shows 
much more extensive checkerboarding than exists today. Much of the original 
Northern Pacific holdings was sold to the Weyerhaeuser Company for six dollars an 
acre. A series of previous exchanges have blocked up ownerships to a large extent, 
often trading valuable forests for rock and ice with little dollar value. This latest 
chance appears to follow the same pattern. Ownerships will be consolidated, but 
what will the public be getting? 

The Forest Service claims it trades lands for lands of equal value only, and always 
has. However, it appears that in some cases some lands are more equal than other 
lands. Professional land appraisers may agree that so many acres of logged-off land 
equal so many acres of forested land, but the average tree hugger who does not suffer 
from such professionalism might be forgiven for balking at this latest prospective 
deal. 

No one has ever claimed that the forested lands which would go to Weyerhaeuser 
in this transaction are of national park caliber. They are the public sections of the 
checkerboard, and each one is completely surrounded by logged-off private sections. 
What they do have, though, is a mostly unlogged natural forest which has grown up 
after a series of burns a century or so ago. Very little of it is classic "big tree" old 
growth, but mostly slow-grown, tight-grained, prime export quality timber, sort of a 
"young old growth." Such forests can, surprisingly, be worth more in dollar terms than 
their more photogenic older cousins, due to their dense stocking, freedom from defects, 
and prevalence of Douglas fir. 

These forested sections have inspired few defenders other than one or two 
residents of Greenwater. They are about the only forests left standing anywhere near 
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t ha t small settlement. There would likely be few people objecting to trading them 
away if the public were to receive lands of equal value in return. Therein lies the 
controversy. 

The lands which Weyerhaeuser is offering in return for these forested sections 
have, in the opinion of some, few qualities which make them a priority for public 
acquisition. There are a few pieces along the western edge of the Alpine Lakes 
Wilderness which would be worth picking up, and some other odds and ends, but by 
and large what Weyerhaeuser is offering is logged-off checkerboard sections, most of 
them square-mile clearcuts. Some of these, along Interstate 90, were once national 
forest, then previously traded to Weyerhaeuser, logged bare, and now proposed to go 
back to national forest. The Forest Service claims the trade should go ahead for 
reasons of administrative convenience since it would block up ownerships. Others are 
not so sure. 

A major problem here is the Forest Service's refusal to look across national-forest 
boundaries to come up with better trades. The other major private landholder in the 
central Cascades, Plum Creek Timber, has checkerboard sections which are located 
in intact forested watershed such as Silver Creek and the West Fork Teanaway 
River in the Wenatchee National Forest. Plum Creek has indicated its willingness to 
look at land trades to get it out of these areas, which will be logged if they remain 
private. 

There are few areas left today on any national forest which we can afford to give 
up and use as t rading stock to acquire these much-sought-after inholdings. If the 
Forest Service is serious about ecosystem management, they will take a broader 
view and look across forest boundaries to acquire more ecologically significant lands. 
The decision is theirs — there may be little tha t conservationists can do to stop an 
unfavorable trade since the Forest Service has the authority to go ahead as long as 
their appraisers declare the lands of "equal" value. Tree huggers and tree traders will 
have to watch and wait. 

— The optimist thinks that this is the best of all 
possible worlds and the pessimist knows it 

—J. Robert Oppenheimer 
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We Are Not Alone 

Hazel Wolf 

Until a few years ago I thought that only in the United States was there an enlightened 
population capable of organizing an environmental movement. We had John Muir founding 
the Sierra Club just before the turn of the century; various bird-watching clubs 
getting together as the National Audubon Society in 1906, followed by the National 
Wildlife Association, the Wilderness Society, Earth Island Institute and Friends of 
the Earth both founded by Dave Brower, and Greenpeace, founded in Vancouver, B.C. 
and quickly spreading through the United States. 

In addition there were hundreds of ad hoc organizations, focusing on special issues, 
such as the NCCC and its concern with the North Cascades. 

I was fortunate to attend a conference held in Managua, Nicaragua in 1989. It was 
known as the Fourth Biennial Conference on the Fate and Hope of the Earth and was 
organized by David Brower. 

Some 2000 delegates from non-governmental organizations attended from 70 
nations. They came from all over the world. They came from Europe, East Asia, 
Africa, South and Central America. They came from small islands seldom heard of, 
and indigenous peoples from the far north. 

At this conference I got my first understanding that concern for the earth we all 
call our home, was not confined to North America. There I met some remarkable 
people, many of them women. Vandan Shiva was one of them. She came from India 
and told us about the Chipko movement there. It has thousands of members blocking 
the building of dams funded by the World Bank, as well as from ill-advised irrigation 
projects. 

In Managua I also met Evelyn Hong of Malaysia, who told us of their organization 
that has launched a world-wide protest to stop the Asian timber corporations from 
clearcutting tropical rain forests. These forests are the home of the ancient Penan 
and other indigenous tribes. ThePenans, too, have become environmentalists in that 
they have blocked logging roads and suffered imprisonment in their effort to stop the 
clearcutting. 

Many struggling indigenous peoples are becoming visible. In Brazil the Yanomami 
are organized to stop the invasion of their homeland by goldminers; in Ecuador to 
save the Waorans and Quichua Indians' forest from devastation by oil companies; 
and in Canada to stop the land of the Inuit's tundra from being used for a polluting 
military training ground; in Malaysia, to help the Dayak people protect their forest 
against 24-hour logging; and the Nukak in Colombia, who fought successfully to save 
their forest homeland. 

Tribal peoples in many countries are standing up for their rights, which almost 
invariably coincide with environmental rights. All over the world people are 
supporting them. 
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Environmental organizations are reaching across borders. There is a project in 
process in Alaska and Siberia to set aside large areas on both sides of the Bering 
Strait as an International Park to be known as Berengia. There is the NCCC's 
project to establish an International North Cascades Park. 

This is indeed but a thumbnail sketch of the global environmental movement. It is 
safe to say that there is hardly a country in the world without an environmental 
movement that has sprung up in response to some threat to its natural resources or 
to its natural environment. 

There is another aspect of the growth of the global environmental movement. I am 
referring to the growing awareness of children of environmental issues. Speaking as I 
often do to school children, I find them very much aware of the dangers of 
environmental degradation that threatens the world they are entering. Even pre
school and kindergarten youngsters are recycling, picking up litter and planting trees. 

Eighth graders in a Seattle school persuaded Ken Jacobsen, a state legislator, to 
introduce a bill to prohibit the release of air-polluting helium balloons. They lobbied in 
Olympia. 

In Decatur, a small town in northern Alabama where a couple of years ago I spoke 
to middle school children, I found them recycling, planting trees and gathering 
petitions to present to the city council asking that a license for a chipping mill be 
denied, arguing that chips are made from trees, and they wanted to save the trees. 

In May I was invited to speak to a high school and three elementary schools in 
West Branch, Iowa. The high school students were involved in saving what little is 
left of the once vast grasslands. I do not think such awareness and involvement is 
confined merely to the states of Washington, Alabama and Iowa. It seems likely that 
it is growing, consolidating and developing leadership in every state. 

This global movement is deeply rooted in our natural desire for survival, a desire 
common to all life. Humans are by nature gregarious. Not having much going for us 
physically as a species, we would not have evolved had we not gathered and worked 
closely together to provide food, clothing and shelter. We share this ability with other 
species: wolves, cattle, bees, ants and many others. It is in our genes — it comes with 
the package. We are gregarious. In social terms it is defined as a yearning for 
brotherhood. 

This yearning also lies deeply ingrained in our culture, particularly in the sacred 
books of our religions, almost all of which contain a golden core of brotherhood. 
Gregariousness and brotherhood go hand-in-hand. 

The growing global environmental movement is the manifestation of this 
indomitable will to preserve our habitat. Nothing will impede its success, impelled as 
it is by our physical and spiritual heritage. 

In fact we have no other way to go! 
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Continued from page 22 

an emperor without portfolio. Joel Connelly 
was a very little boy at this time and didn't 
know what was going on. He certainly had 
an opportunity to learn when he became a 
big boy, mustache and TV show and all. 
Does he now know? Has he learned to check 
his facts, as a journal is t of his s ta tus is 
expected to do, required to do by the honor 
code of his profession? It appears he values 
more highly the advice of his physician. 

Physician and National Correspondent 
share something: for whatever reasons, a 
coolness toward the Nor th Cascades 
Conservation Council. That 's why Connelly 
fails to mention it was the NCCC, not Dr. 
Fred, who spearheaded the park. (This is 
known throughout the civilized world, 
though not to readers of the P-I.) Connelly's 
first mention of the NCCC is in paragraph 
17, on page A-6, and then it is a pejorative 
"The proposed road closure is backed by the 
North Cascades Conservation Council, an 
environmental group tha t has fought to 
r e s t r i c t development in the Stehekin 
Valley." 

After repeat ing a number of familiar 
cautionary tales from the Golden Book of 
Stehekin Myths, written by private property 
owners, Connelly, the Myth-Lover, the Fact-
Evader, the Friend-Server, gives the good 
doctor the last word: 

"Darvill, who has explored the valley for 
40 years, said the road-turned-trail would 
provide summer visitors with a hot, buggy, 
and thoroughly unat t rac t ive hike," In all 
four seasons of the year your humble scribe 
has walked every step of the way from the 
gangp lank of the Lady of the Lake to 
Cascade Pass , and upon the bones of my 
ancestors to the twent ie th generation — 
nay, to the t rees of the jungle — can 
unreservedly testify tha t is worse than a lie, 
or a damn lie, it is agollydang lie. 

So much for Connelly's personal canon of 
journalistic ethics and his last word. For my 
las t word I quote Connelly's quote of a 
Darvill letter to Superintendent Paleck: 

"Stehekin residents would be unable to 
access t ra i lheads or fishing holes behind 
High Bridge by personal car; for many of us, 
loss of t h a t abil i ty will d iminish our 
pleasure of owning property at Stehekin." (". 
. . owning property. Yes. In what Connelly 
calls a "resort community.") 

Wha t happens to minds when their 
attached legs lose the ability to scamper as 

fast or far as of yore? Why do they succumb 
to myths, avert eyes from the facts? Why do 
they praise the joys of riding a bus t o 
Cot tonwood , over t h e cobbles and 
chuckholes, at ride's end so jolted and shook 
the spine needs chiropractory, the legs 
scarcely can stand? Because a road is a 
selling point when marketing real estate to 
"resort community" newcomers? Incidentally, 
the I ra te legs aren ' t all they once were, 
depend on ice ax for a cane, but the Irate 
brain still knows the difference between 
deep wilderness and a car window. 

You can't keep a good emperor down. He'll 
always shop around and find a new army to 
give him medals and a baton. (Beware of 
doctors in red vests wheeling and dealing in 
real es ta te , that ' s what my mammy always 
said.) 
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Diagrammatic sketch of 
Lake Chelan and 
the Stehekin Valley 

- Patrick D. Goldsworthy 
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