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Cover: Winter is a quiet, spectacular season at Great Sand Dunes National Park (courtesy of Patrick Meyers, 
NPS). All photographs courtesy of WNPA or NPS unless otherwise credited.
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Letter from the 
Chief Executive Officer
Our lives continue transitioning, but with one constant we can count 
on—national parks are still here for us. At Western National Parks 
Association (WNPA), we know parks fill different needs for different 
people. Explorers, peace-seekers, learners, hobbyists, and more all come 
to the parks for their own reasons. Even though parks have started 
opening up, the park experience will look a little different. Even with 
these changes, we can all still find what we need and love in the parks.

WNPA is an official National Park Service (NPS) education partner. In this 
role, we work alongside our partner parks, making sure visitors experience 
the park in the way most meaningful for them. WNPA provides signage, 
educational products, trail guides, and many other services so park 
visitors have a deeper park experience. In better times we also support the 
parks financially so they can hold events, hire speakers, bring in cultural 
demonstrators and dancers, and bus in groups of schoolchildren. 

While some of our financial support is on hold due to the pandemic, 
we remain committed to our mission of advancing education, 
interpretation, research, and community engagement to ensure 
national parks are increasingly valued by all. We still develop and collect 
stories about our parks and share them in various ways, including 
monthly NPS theme-focused emails, social media posts several 
times a week, bimonthly digital programs, and this newsletter.

In this issue of Your American West, you will learn about solving the 
mystery of why the curl-leaf mountain mahogany trees in Bighorn 
Canyon National Recreation Area are dying. The mahogany tree is a 
favorite snack of bighorn sheep, and WNPA proudly supports this research 
project. Our partner parks in California, Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, 
Nevada, Oklahoma, and Utah are featured in part two of Meet Your 
Parks. By the time you read this issue, holiday shopping will be in full 
swing. Gift ideas for the history buffs, outdoor lovers, park fans, food 
lovers, and others in your life can be found in the Holiday Gift Guide.

While things continue changing more than we are used to, the parks 
are a constant, as is our commitment to them. We look forward to 
seeing you in parks when you are ready to experience them again.

Sincerely,

James E. Cook 
Chief Executive Officer
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Bighorn Canyon NRA covers approximately 120,000 acres. 
(courtesy of Traveller70, Shutterstock)

Research Matters
The territory of the curl-leaf mountain mahogany, a favorite snack of the 
bighorn sheep, is being encroached on by juniper trees in Bighorn Canyon 
National Recreation Area. Researchers are digging in to find out why  
while considering changes in precipitation and seedling growth. 

Read on for a summary of this research project. This article was  
originally published online. 

https://www.wnpa.org/research-item/mahogany-on-the-decline/?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
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Utah juniper and curl-leaf mountain mahogany grow throughout Bighorn Canyon 
NRA. The juniper is identified by its bright green foliage (mid-frame), while the 
mahogany sports a darker, grayish color (foreground) (courtesy of Robert Kissell).

Mahogany on the Decline
   Solving the puzzle of dying curl-leaf mountain mahogany trees in Bighorn Canyon, Wyoming

By Nina Kolodij, graduated spring 2020 with a Master of Arts in Science and 
Environmental Journalism from the University of Arizona.

A battle for supremacy is raging on the 
border between Wyoming and Montana in 
Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area, 
but it’s probably not visible to the untrained 
eye. Two types of trees that once coexisted 
peacefully may soon be locked in combat. 
The question is, why?  
 
As an ecosystem ages, certain trees are 
often replaced by other, more mature types, 
until the area reaches a stable climax state. 
Until recently, both the Utah juniper and 
the curl-leaf mountain mahogany were 
considered climax species. However, 
researchers and park staff have noticed a 
big change in the landscape: Juniper trees in 
Bighorn Canyon have been taking over the 
territory normally populated by mountain mahogany.

The curl-leaf mountain mahogany is an evergreen tree found across much of the western United States. It’s often  
shrub-like in size but can reach impressive heights of more than 15 feet. It sports elongated leaves that, as the name  
implies, curl up on the sides. Most important, the curl-leaf mountain mahogany is a favorite snack of several animals  
that live in Bighorn Canyon, particularly the bighorn sheep.

These charismatic, hooved critters gave the park its name, but because of human activities such as overhunting  
and habitat destruction, no sheep inhabited the area from the mid-1800s to the late 1900s. Despite a relatively  
successful reintroduction program in the 1970s, the loss of a major food source could be disastrous for the  
bighorn sheep in Bighorn Canyon. 

Robert Kissell, a researcher at the Tennessee Technological University in Cookeville, Tennessee, has been studying  
species’ interactions in Bighorn Canyon for decades. His recent study, funded by Western National Parks  
Association, tried to find a root cause for why the park’s mahogany is falling behind.

A young bighorn sheep grazes near two adults in Bighorn Canyon NRA. The park is named  
after these charismatic animals (courtesy of Robert Kissell).
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A herd of bighorn sheep with a lamb forage in  
Bighorn Canyon NRA. The sheep are herbivores,  

living off grasses, shrubs, trees and other flora that  
grow in the park, including curl-leaf mountain 

mahogany (courtesy of Robert Kissell).

Some researchers have suggested that drought could 
be behind the change, which is a fair assumption 
considering how many other plant species have been 
affected by water scarcity. “While that may be the 
case, curl-leaf mountain mahogany has also evolved 
with drought and can do quite well,” Kissell said. 
“That’s a hard one to test, but it would  
be nice to be able to.”

When we think of drought, we typically consider 
shortages in the water supply, but other important 
variables, such as an increase in temperature, make 
drought much more complex and difficult to study. 
Rather than struggling to figure out an ideal drought 
model, Kissell looked at two other factors that might 
be affecting the mahogany: changes in precipitation 
throughout the park and  
seedling growth.

To see how local changes in rainfall might be limiting 
the mahogany’s growth, Kissell and two 
undergraduate students set up 164 quarter-acre plots 
along the park’s natural precipitation gradient. 
Although the difference  
in precipitation from one end of the park to the other  
isn’t very large, small changes have an enormous effect 
in the plant world.

Kissell and his team counted how many adults and 
seedlings of each type of tree resided in each plot and  
how many of those trees were no longer alive. 

“The number of [mahogany] seedlings that were in  
place back in, I’ll say, the mid-’90s was phenomenal by 
comparison to what you see today…about 4,000 or so  

per acre of seedlings,” Kissell said. “I mean, they were 
everywhere, actually everywhere. You don’t see that 
today.”

Although the research team may be finding fewer 
seedlings, they did discover that the drought-resistance 
of curl-leaf mountain mahogany was at least partly 
accurate: The density of mahogany didn’t seem to 
change with respect to precipitation. 

For the second part of his study, Kissell collected 
thousands of mahogany seeds from two different 
years. Juniper is known to deter the growth of some 
other plant species via a kind of chemical warfare. So, 
chemicals produced by fallen juniper leaves in the park 
might also be obstructing the germination and/or 
growth of curl-leaf mountain mahogany seeds.

A classic example of chemical inhibition is creosote, a 
desert shrub that is known for smelling like rain.  
“Creosote bushes are very much uniformly spaced  

“The number of [mahogany] 
seedlings that were in place back 
in, I’ll say, the mid-’90s was 
phenomenal by comparison to 
what you see today… ”
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because they provide this chemical to the environment, 
and it retards the germination and/or reproduction of  
any other plants that are around it.” 

After spending four months in a freezer to simulate 
Wyoming’s below-freezing winter temperatures, the 
mahogany seeds were placed in containers and  
watered with varying concentrations of chemical 
leachate made from juniper leaves collected from 
Bighorn Canyon. Unfortunately, only 3 percent of the 
seeds from the second year and none from the first 
year germinated, so Kissell and his team were unable to  
come to any conclusions.

The seeds might have just been a bad group, or maybe 
the lack of germination means that curl-leaf mountain 
mahogany trees are generally struggling to put out 
viable seeds. Or perhaps this study is pointing to other 
reasons entirely for why the juniper is invading the 
mahogany’s home bases. Kissell said he has been in 
contact with groups such as the National Park Service 
and the U.S. Geological Survey to figure out what to 
experiment with next.

“The way a lot of science is done today is through a 
collaboration of teams instead of just individuals, and 
it does typically yield much better fruit,” Kissell said. 
“Hopefully the right fruit.” 

Since 1938 WNPA has funded 
scientific research to help 
advance the management, 
preservation, and 
interpretation of our national 
parks. WNPA has partnered 
with the University of Arizona 
School of Journalism to provide 
engaging stories about the 
research projects completed 
with the aid of WNPA funding. 
Your American West will feature 
one of these stories in each of 
the next few issues. Discover 
more of the historical, social, 
and environmental research 
projects WNPA has 
funded in recent years 
on our website.

Bighorn sheep scale a steep cliff face in Bighorn Canyon NRA. 
Bighorn sheep have excellent eyesight, allowing them to jump and 
balance on narrow ledges in the rocks (courtesy of Robert Kissell).

https://www.wnpa.org/#research?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
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Kids in Parks

All photos courtesy of Parks in Focus®.
GUEST CONTRIBUTOR 

Parks in Focus: Connecting Youth to  
Our National Parks in the Virtual Age 
Bret Muter, Deputy Director, Education Programs, Morris K. Udall and Stewart L. Udall Foundation

Kids receive supply packages for their outdoor adventures which include photography equipment.

For more than two decades, the Udall 
Foundation’s Parks in Focus® program 
has been putting cameras in the hands 
of Tucson youth and leading them on 
fun and educational outings to explore 
and photograph some of Arizona’s 
most incredible national parks and 
public lands. However, like most 
schools and youth-serving 
organizations around the country, 
Parks in Focus has had to consider new 
ways to achieve its mission in response 
to the current pandemic. 
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Kids in Parks

Photo by Saul, age 8

Thanks  
to the Udall 

Foundation’s 
Parks in Focus® 

program!

Not surprisingly, Parks in Focus has been utilizing 
Zoom and other online platforms to host virtual 
programming. These activities typically include 
interactive lessons from the Parks in Focus curriculum 
as well as simple photography activities participants 
can do at home, either on their own or with their 
families. More importantly, these virtual activities 
have provided a vital space for students to connect 
and to share their photos and stories with each other. 
To enhance their virtual programming, Parks in Focus 
has also been producing short videos to help reinforce 
learned concepts and curating educational care 
packages to mail to 
participants in 
advance of virtual 
activities. 

Since March, 
Parks in Focus 
has mailed more 
than 200 care 

packages to Tucson youth from the Boys & Girls Clubs, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters, Owl & Panther, and Imago Dei Middle 
School. The packages include a variety of items ranging 
from cameras and photography supplies to books, nature 
journals, art supplies, snacks, and other items to support 
at-home nature photography and exploration. Succulents 
and owl pellets, for example, were included in a recent 
package for students to use as subjects to practice their 
photography skills while also learning about science.  

The ultimate goal of the care packages was to provide  
youth with all of the tools and materials they would need 
to get outside and explore wherever they can—whether 
that is in their own backyard, in their neighborhood, or in 
a nearby park. The packages have also been a simple way 
to show participants that the Parks in Focus team is 
thinking about them.  

While Parks in Focus hopes to resume in-person 
programming soon, their virtual outreach efforts over the 
past seven months have inspired the development of new 
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and creative methods for engaging 
youth with our national parks and public 
lands in these unprecedented times. It 
has also sparked the development of an 
online program which has the potential 
to expand the impact of Parks in Focus to 
audiences beyond Tucson in the coming 
years. Even after Parks in Focus returns 
to the field, it’s clear that virtual 
engagement is here to stay.  

Western National Parks Association is 
the official nonprofit partner of the Parks 
in Focus program and makes this vital 
program available to Tucson youth and 
families. To support Parks in Focus and to 
learn more, visit the Parks in Focus 
website.

Photo by Kai, age 11

Photo by Jazzlyn, age 12

Photo by Heavenly, age 12

Photo by Mileah, age 13

Kids in Parks

All photos courtesy of Parks in Focus®.

https://www.udall.gov/OurPrograms/ParksInFocus/SupportPIF.aspx
https://www.udall.gov/OurPrograms/ParksInFocus/SupportPIF.aspx
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Focus On

Meet Your 
Parks
WNPA partners with more than 70 national parks 
across the West. In this issue we will highlight parks in 
California, Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, Nevada, Oklahoma, and 
Utah.  Visit wnpa.org to see the complete list of partner parks.

https://www.wnpa.org/
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California

CHANNEL ISLANDS NATIONAL PARK 

Channel Islands NP encompasses five remarkable islands and their ocean environment, preserving and protecting a 
wealth of natural and cultural resources. Isolation over thousands of years has created unique animals, plants, and 
archaeological resources found nowhere else on Earth and helped preserve a place where visitors can experience 
coastal southern California as it once was.

EUGENE O'NEILL NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

America's only Nobel Prize-winning playwright, Eugene O'Neill, 
chose to live in northern California at the height of his writing 
career. Isolated from the world and within the walls of his home, 
O'Neill wrote his final and most memorable plays: The Iceman 
Cometh, Long Day's Journey Into Night, and A Moon for the 
Misbegotten. 

JOHN MUIR  
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

John Muir played many roles in his life, all of 
which helped him succeed in his role as an 
advocate for nature. As America’s most 
famous naturalist and conservationist, Muir 
fought to protect the wild places he loved, 
places we can still visit today. Muir’s writings 
convinced the US government to protect 
Yosemite, Sequoia, Grand Canyon, and Mt. 
Rainier as national parks.
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California

JUAN BAUTISTA DE ANZA NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL

"¡Vayan Subiendo!"("Everyone mount up!") was the rousing call from Juan Bautista de Anza. From 1775 to 1776 he led  
some 240 men, women, and children on an epic journey to establish the first nonnative settlement at San Francisco 
Bay. Today the 1,200-mile Juan Bautista de Anza NHT connects history, culture, and outdoor recreation from 
Nogales, Arizona, to the San Francisco Bay Area.

MOJAVE NATIONAL PRESERVE

Singing sand dunes, cinder cone volcanoes, a large 
Joshua tree forest, and carpets of spring 
wildflowers are all found within this 1.6-million- 
acre park. A visit to its canyons, mountains, and 
mesas will reveal long-abandoned mines, 
homesteads, and rock-walled military outposts. 
Located between Los Angeles, California, and Las 
Vegas, Nevada, Mojave N Pres provides serenity 
and solitude from major metropolitan areas.
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California

PINNACLES NATIONAL PARK 

Some 23 million years ago, multiple volcanoes 
erupted, flowed, and slid to form what would 
become Pinnacles NP. What remains is a unique 
landscape. Travelers journey through chaparral, 
oak woodlands, and canyon bottoms. Hikers 
enter rare talus caves and emerge to towering 
rock spires teeming with life: prairie and 
peregrine falcons, golden eagles, and the 
inspiring California condor.

WHISKEYTOWN  
NATIONAL RECREATION 
AREA

Whiskeytown Lake’s crystal-clear 
water is perhaps the most recognized 
feature of the park. However, 
water-based recreation is only a part 
of what the 42,000-acre 
Whiskeytown NRA has to offer. Visit 
waterfalls, hike through rugged 
mountains, explore California Gold 
Rush history, and observe post-fire 
ecology in action. 

PORT CHICAGO NAVAL MAGAZINE  
NATIONAL MEMORIAL

Port Chicago Naval Magazine N Mem is a memorial 
recognizing those lost in the Port Chicago disaster and the 
critical role played by Port Chicago, California, during World 
War II. The Port Chicago disaster occurred at the naval 
magazine and resulted in the largest domestic loss of life 
during World War II. 320 sailors and civilians were instantly 
killed on July 17, 1944, when the ships they were loading with 
ammunition and bombs exploded. The majority of the deaths 
were African American sailors working for the racially 
segregated military. The explosion and its aftermath led to 
the largest Naval mutiny in US history, and the subsequent 
trial became a major catalyst for the US Navy to desegregate 
following the war.
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California

SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS 
NATIONAL RECREATION AREA

Hidden in plain sight from Los Angeles, 
California, the Santa Monica Mountains 
offer easy access to surprisingly wild places. 
Experience the famous beaches of Malibu  
or explore more than 500 miles of trails.  
The park abounds with historical and 
cultural sites. What will you and your family 
discover?

SAN FRANCISCO MARITIME NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

Located in the Fisherman's Wharf neighborhood, San Francisco Maritime NHP offers visitors the sights, sounds, 
smells and stories of Pacific Coast maritime history. The Park includes a magnificent fleet of historic ships, a Visitor 
Center, Maritime Museum, Maritime Research Center, and Aquatic Park Historic District.
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Colorado

SAND CREEK MASSACRE NATIONAL  
HISTORIC SITE

The Sand Creek Massacre: profound, symbolic, spiritual, 
controversial, a site unlike any other in America. As 675 cavalrymen 
came around a prairie bend, the camps of Chiefs Black Kettle, White 
Antelope, and Left Hand lay in the valley before them.  Chaotic, 
horrific, tumultuous, and bloody, the events of November 29, 1864, 
changed the course of history.

CURECANTI NATIONAL 
RECREATION AREA

Curecanti NRA is a series of three reservoirs 
along the once-wild Gunnison River. The 
reservoirs that make up Curecanti NRA 
today are a destination for water-based 
recreation high in the Rocky Mountains. Best 
known for salmon and trout fishing, 
Curecanti NRA also offers opportunities for 
hiking, boating, camping, and bird watching.

BENT’S OLD FORT NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Bent's Old Fort NHS features a reconstructed 1840s adobe fur trading post on  
the mountain branch of the Santa Fe Trail, where traders, trappers, travelers, and 
Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes came together in peaceful terms for trade. Today 
living historians recreate the sights, sounds, and smells of the past with guided 
tours, demonstrations, and special events.
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Colorado
BLACK CANYON OF 
THE GUNNISON 
NATIONAL PARK

Big enough to be 
overwhelming, still intimate 
enough to feel the pulse of 
time, Black Canyon of the 
Gunnison NP exposes you to 
some of the steepest cliffs, 
oldest rock, and craggiest spires 
in North America. With two 
million years to work, the 
Gunnison River, along with the 
forces of weathering, has 
sculpted this vertical wilderness 
of rock, water, and sky.

GREAT SAND DUNES 
NATIONAL PARK & 
PRESERVE

Open all day and night year- 
round, the tallest dunes in 
North America are the 
centerpiece in a diverse 
landscape of grasslands, 
wetlands, conifer and aspen 
forests, alpine lakes, and 
tundra. Experience a starry sky 
on moonless nights or a surreal 
walk on the dunes under bright 
full moonlight.
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Kansas

NICODEMUS NATIONAL  
HISTORIC SITE

Formerly enslaved African Americans left Kentucky in 
organized colonies at the end of the of post-Civil War 
Reconstruction period to experience freedom in the 
"promised land" of Kansas. Nicodemus represents the 
involvement of African Americans in the westward 
expansion and settlement of the Great Plains. It is the 
oldest and only remaining Black settlement west of 
the Mississippi River.

BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION 
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

The story of Brown v. Board of Education, which 
ended legal segregation in public schools, is one of 
hope and courage. When the people agreed to be 
plaintiffs in the case, they never knew they would 
change history. The people who make up this story 
were ordinary people. They were teachers, secretaries, 
welders, ministers, and students who simply wanted 
to be treated equally.

FORT SCOTT NATIONAL  
HISTORIC SITE 

Promises made and broken! A town attacked at dawn! 
Thousands made homeless by war! Soldiers fighting 
settlers! Each of these stories is a link in the chain of 
events which encircled Fort Scott from 1842 to 1873. 
All of the site's structures, its parade ground, and its 
tallgrass prairie bore witness to this era, when the  
country was transformed from a young republic into a 
united transcontinental nation.

FORT LARNED  
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Discover a complete and authentic Army post used 
from the 1860s to 1870s! This well-preserved fort on 
the Santa Fe Trail shares a tumultuous history of the 
Indian Wars era. The sandstone buildings sheltered 
troops known as the Guardians of the Santa Fe Trail.
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Nebraska

LEWIS & CLARK 
NATIONAL HISTORIC 
TRAIL

Lewis & Clark NHT is approximately 
4,900 miles long, extending  from 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to the 
mouth of the Columbia River near present-day Astoria, Oregon. It 
follows the historic outbound and inbound routes of the Lewis & Clark 
Expedition as well as the preparatory section from Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, to Wood River, Illinois.

Nevada

GREAT BASIN  
NATIONAL PARK

From the 13,063-foot summit of 
Wheeler Peak to the sage-covered 
foothills, Great Basin NP is a place to 
sample the stunning diversity  
of the larger Great Basin region. Come 
and partake in the solitude of the wilderness, walk among ancient 
bristlecone pines, bask in the darkest of night skies, and explore 
mysterious subterranean passages. There's a whole lot more than 
just desert here!

LAKE MEAD  
NATIONAL RECREATION AREA

Swim, boat, hike, cycle, camp, and fish at America’s 
first and largest national recreation area. With 
striking landscapes and brilliant blue waters, this 
year-round playground spreads across 1.5 million 
acres of mountains, canyons, valleys, and two vast 
lakes. See the Hoover Dam from the waters of Lake 
Mead or Lake Mohave, or find solitude in one of the 
park's nine wilderness areas.
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Oklahoma

CHICKASAW NATIONAL RECREATION AREA

Springs, streams, lakes—whatever its form, water is the attraction at Chickasaw NRA. The park is larger than it 
first seems, with two districts spread across 10,000 acres and filled with opportunities for biking, bird watching, 
boating, camping, hiking, picnicking, fishing, hunting, swimming, and more!

WASHITA BATTLEFIELD 
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

On November 27, 1868, Lt. Colonel George 
Armstrong Custer led the 7th US Cavalry 
on a surprise dawn attack on a Cheyenne 
village led by Peace Chief Black Kettle. The 
event was an example of the tragic clash of 
cultures which occurred during the Great 
Plains Wars. It is also a place of 
remembrance and reflection for those who 
died here.
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Utah

GOLDEN SPIKE NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

One of the greatest technological achievements of the 19th century was the completion of the first transcontinental 
railroad across the United States. Visitors to the park can visit the location of the Last Spike Site, see railroad 
construction features from 1869, walk or drive on the original railroad grade, and get an up-close view of replica 
Victoria-era locomotives.

TIMPANOGOS CAVE  
NATIONAL MONUMENT

Hike your way past stunning vistas to 
explore a hidden underground world. 
Taste the thrill of caving as you twist 
and bend to enter beautifully decorated 
rooms. Learn the science behind 
formations and hear stories of cave 
exploration and preservation. 
Experience and discover as you go—
geological mysteries await.
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Special Recognition

Pigment & Hue, Inc. donated zipper pouches and 
magnets used as prizes in our recent Virtual Arizona 
Park Fest 2020 Coloring Contest for Kids! Thank you 
Pigment & Hue for your continued support of WNPA!

Over 20 years ago, Pigment & Hue introduced Colorpix 
Cards for kids to color, and soon added books, 
placemats, and postcards. The merchandise mix now 
offers a range of interpretive keepsake items such as 

magnets, bookmarks, key chains, jumbo pencils, 
backpacks, sticky notes, and notebooks. Pigment & Hue, 
Inc. is proud to have its products offered at museums, 
national parks, historic sites, and specialty shops around 
the country. In addition to the merchandise on the 
website, custom products are produced for many 
clients, including WNPA. Learn more at  
pigmentandhue.com. 

Watercolor, by Lucy, age 3 Marker, by Jenna, age 7 Crayon, by Scarlett, age 9

WNPA is proud to be a part of the Four Peaks Brewing Co.® Parks Program!  
Based in Tempe, Arizona, Four Peaks has helped define craft beer in the 
Southwest since its founding in 1996. Four Peaks gained nationwide fame in 
recent years as a result of earning numerous awards. A portion of proceeds from 
product sales support national and state parks. Thank you, Four Peaks Brewing 
Co., for your support of our national parks! Learn more at www.fourpeaks.com. 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=603661626986129
http://pigmentandhue.com/
https://www.fourpeaks.com/


Holiday
Gift Guide

Check out these ideas to help you 
get started on holiday shopping.

GIFTS FOR THE
Self-Care  Specialist

A B
Gifts for the  
Self-Care Specialist

A.   Ayate Washcloth 

B.   Southwest Soapworks 
        Lotion 
           Multiple scents available (shown: 
           Cedar & Sage). 

C.   Mesquite Cutting Board 
           Three sizes available.

D.  Wild Soap Sampler 
           Eight 1 oz. bars 

E.   Wildflower Soap Bar 

F.    Blue Agave Soap Bar 

G.  Prickly Pear Soap 

H.  See America’s National 
       Parks Mug 

I.    Hand-carved Molinillo 
         Two sizes available.

Gifts for the 
Outdoor Enthusiast

J.    I Belong in a Park 
       Face Mask 

K.  Saguaro National Park 
       Ball Cap 

L.   Love + Protect Your 
       Parks Water Bottle 

M. Collapsible Wood 
       Hiking Stick 
          Two sizes available. 

N. Great Sand Dunes 
      National Park & 
      Preserve Van Tour 
      T-shirt 
         Available in S, M, L, XL, & XXL. 

O. Love + Protect Your 
      Parks Neck Gaiter

C

D

E

F G
H

GIFTS FOR THE
Outdoor  Enthusiast

I

J

N

O

K

L M

All products shown 
subject to availability. 

Shop anytime at store.wnpa.org!

https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-770/bath-body/ayate-washcloth-000825.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-770/bath-body/cedar-sage-lotion-cedar-sage-lotion.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-770/bath-body/cedar-sage-lotion-cedar-sage-lotion.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-770/house-home/mesquite-cutting-board-mesquite-cutting-board.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-770/bath-body/wild-soap-bar-sampler-001244.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-770/bath-body/wildflower-soap-wildflower-soap.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-770/bath-body/blue-agave-soap-blue-agave-soap.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-770/bath-body/prickly-pear-shea-soap-023888.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/collectibles-gifts/mugs/see-americas-national-parks-camper-mug-day-sanp-day-camper-mug.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/collectibles-gifts/mugs/see-americas-national-parks-camper-mug-day-sanp-day-camper-mug.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-770/house-home/hand-carved-molinillo-large-000259.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/apparel-gear/field-gear/i-belong-in-a-park-face-mask-050926.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/apparel-gear/field-gear/i-belong-in-a-park-face-mask-050926.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/apparel-gear/hats/saguaro-national-park-landscape-banner-cap-sagu-landscape-banner-cap.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/apparel-gear/hats/saguaro-national-park-landscape-banner-cap-sagu-landscape-banner-cap.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/apparel-gear/field-gear/love-protect-your-parks-camelbak-podium-chill-bottle-love-prote-podium-chill-bottle.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/apparel-gear/field-gear/love-protect-your-parks-camelbak-podium-chill-bottle-love-prote-podium-chill-bottle.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/apparel-gear/field-gear/collapsible-wood-hiking-stick-hs55.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/apparel-gear/field-gear/collapsible-wood-hiking-stick-hs55.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/apparel-gear/clothing/great-sand-dunes-van-tour-t-shirt-grsa-van-ssts.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/apparel-gear/clothing/great-sand-dunes-van-tour-t-shirt-grsa-van-ssts.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/apparel-gear/clothing/great-sand-dunes-van-tour-t-shirt-grsa-van-ssts.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/apparel-gear/clothing/great-sand-dunes-van-tour-t-shirt-grsa-van-ssts.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/apparel-gear/field-gear/love-protect-your-parks-neck-gaiter-050948.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/apparel-gear/field-gear/love-protect-your-parks-neck-gaiter-050948.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter


Shop online 
anytime at 
store.wnpa.org!

GIFTS FOR THE
History  Buff

A

B
C

D
E

Gifts for the  
History Buff

A.  Ladies of the Canyons 
          By Lesley Poling-Kempes 

B.  Code Talker 
          By Chester Nez 

C.  Contemporary 
       Southwest Indians 
           By Bernard “Bunny” Fontana

D.  The Prairie Traveler 
           Eight 1 oz. bars 

E.   Those Who Came 
       Before (includes DVD) 
          By Robert H. & Florence C. Lister

GIFTS FOR THE
Food  Lover
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Gifts for the 
Food Lover

F.    Prickly Pear Jelly Beans 
           8 oz. bag 

G.  Prickly Pear Gummi 
       Bears 
          8 oz. bag 

H.  Hot Pepper Beer Bread 
        in a Bottle 
           16 oz. mix 

I.   Authentic Southwestern 
      Cooking 
         By Lynn Nusom 

J.   Cheri’s Prickly Pear 
      Cactus Candy Gift Box 
         8.5 oz. box (12 pieces) 

K. Taza Chocolate 
      Mexicano Disc 
        2.7 oz (7 flavors available; shown: 
        Guajillo Chili, Cinnamon, & Coffee) 

L. Taza Chocolate 
     Mexicano Sampler 
        Twelve 1.35 oz. discs (6 flavors 
        included)

All products shown 
subject to availability. 

https://store.wnpa.org/?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/books-media/american-history/ladies-of-the-canyons-ladies-of-the-canyons.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/books-media/american-indian/code-talker-the-first-and-only-memoir-by-one-of-the-original-navajo-code-talkers-of-wwii-code-talker-first-only-memoi.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/books-media/american-indian/guide-to-contemporary-southwest-indians-guide-to-contemp-sw-indians.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/books-media/american-indian/guide-to-contemporary-southwest-indians-guide-to-contemp-sw-indians.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/books-media/american-history/prairie-traveler-prairie-traveler.html
https://store.wnpa.org/books-media/american-indian/those-who-came-before-with-dvd-those-who-came-before-wdvd.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/books-media/american-indian/those-who-came-before-with-dvd-those-who-came-before-wdvd.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-769/food/prickly-pear-jelly-beans-tus-prickly-pear-jelly-beans.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-769/food/prickly-pear-gummi-bears-sagu-prickly-pear-gummi-bears.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-769/food/prickly-pear-gummi-bears-sagu-prickly-pear-gummi-bears.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-769/food/hot-pepper-beer-bread-023882.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-769/food/hot-pepper-beer-bread-023882.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/books-media/cooking/authentic-southwestern-cooking-authentic-southwestern-cooking.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/books-media/cooking/authentic-southwestern-cooking-authentic-southwestern-cooking.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-769/food/cheris-prickly-pear-candy-gift-box-ppc-8-prickley-pear-candy.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-769/food/cheris-prickly-pear-candy-gift-box-ppc-8-prickley-pear-candy.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-769/food.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-769/food.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-769/food/taza-chocolate-mexicano-classic-sampler-1821-mexicano-classic-collecti.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/gifts-769/food/taza-chocolate-mexicano-classic-sampler-1821-mexicano-classic-collecti.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
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For the most current event information at WNPA-affiliated sites near you, check out their websites. 
For events at The National Parks Store in Tucson, AZ visit wnpa.org/events. 

Arizona
Canyon de Chelly National Monument
Casa Grande Ruins National Monument
Chiricahua National Monument
Coronado National Memorial
Fort Bowie National Historic Site
Hubbell Trading Post National Historic Site
Lake Mead National Recreation Area
Montezuma Castle National Monument
Navajo National Monument
Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument
Saguaro National Park
Sunset Crater Volcano National Monument
The National Parks Store
Tonto National Monument
Tumacácori National Historical Park
Tuzigoot National Monument
Walnut Canyon National Monument
Wupatki National Monument

California
Channel Islands National Park
Eugene O’Neill National Historic Site
John Muir National Historic Site
Mojave National Preserve
Pinnacles National Park
Port Chicago Naval Magazine National Memorial
San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park
Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area
Whiskeytown National Recreation Area

Colorado
Bent’s Old Fort National Historic Site
Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park
Curecanti National Recreation Area
Great Sand Dunes National Park & Preserve
Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site

Kansas
Brown v. Board of Education National Historic Site
Fort Larned National Historic Site
Fort Scott National Historic Site
Nicodemus National Historic Site

Montana & Wyoming
Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area
Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument

Nevada
Great Basin National Park
Lake Mead National Recreation Area

New Mexico
Aztec Ruins National Monument
Bandelier National Monument
Capulin Volcano National Monument
Carlsbad Caverns National Park
Chaco Culture National Historical Park
El Malpais National Monument
El Morro National Monument
Fort Union National Monument
Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument
Pecos National Historical Park
Petroglyph National Monument
Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument
White Sands National Park

Oklahoma
Chickasaw National Recreation Area
Washita Battlefield National Historic Site

Texas
Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument
Big Thicket National Preserve
Chamizal National Memorial
Fort Davis National Historic Site
Guadalupe Mountains National Park
Lake Meredith National Recreation Area
Lyndon B Johnson National Historical Park
Padre Island National Seashore
Palo Alto Battlefield National Historical Park
San Antonio Missions National Historical Park

Utah
Golden Spike National Historical Park
Timpanogos Cave National Monument

Trails
Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail
Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail
Santa Fe National Historic Trail
Trail of Tears National Historic Trail

https://www.wnpa.org/events/
https://www.nps.gov/cach/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/cagr/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/chir/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/coro/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/fobo/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/hutr/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/lake/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/moca/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/nava/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orpi/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sagu/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sucr/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.wnpa.org/events/
https://www.nps.gov/tont/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tuma/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tuzi/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/waca/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/wupa/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/chis/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/euon/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/jomu/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/moja/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/pinn/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/poch/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/safr/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/samo/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/whis/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/beol/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/blca/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/cure/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grsa/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sand/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/brvb/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/fols/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/fosc/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/nico/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/bica/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/libi/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grba/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/lake/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/azru/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/band/planyourvisit/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/cavo/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/cave/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/chcu/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/elma/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/elmo/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/foun/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/gicl/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/peco/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/petr/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/sapu/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/whsa/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/chic/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/waba/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/alfl/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/bith/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/cham/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/foda/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/gumo/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/lamr/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/lyjo/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/pais/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/paal/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/saan/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/gosp/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tica/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/juba/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/lecl/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/safe/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/trte/planyourvisit/calendar.htm


Support Our Mission

Forging a Trail Forward–Together 
As a nonprofit education partner of the NPS, 
WNPA gives national parks funding and 
services they can’t source on their own. 100% 
of our financial resources support this goal, 
and your investment of $25 or more is the only 
way for us to continue this critical work for 
national parks. Your gift ensures that we can 
continue to support scientific research and 
discovery, encourage people to engage with 
natural resources for peace and serenity, and 
help children learn, explore, and grow their 
minds and worlds.

If you have already donated, we thank you for 
your support. Stay happy and hopeful and 
together, we will forge a trail forward.

WNPA helps parks
develop research, 
projects, events,
& programs.

Visitors connect
with parks

and become
supporters.

Your donation
to WNPA

$
SUPPORT 

PARKS NOW

https://store.wnpa.org/support/donate.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/support/donate.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://store.wnpa.org/support/donate.html?utm_campaign=WNPA_Fall2020_OCT2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter

